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Abstract 

We address the question whether there is a relation between a learned general preference to 

respond to judgment or decision situations either rationally or intuitively, and personality 

characteristics. Intuitive responses are fast, based on affect and experience-based associations 

and given automatically, and rational responses are slow, based on rules and given after 

deliberation. We hypothesize that people with an open personality may be more intuition-

minded, and that conscientious people would prefer to respond more rationally. We examined 

two self-report questionnaires that measure individual differences in decision making style 

preferences, and we administered a personality questionnaire. We found clear evidence for the 

independence of the two reasoning styles. A possible binary structure in intuitive processing 

(automatic versus affective) is suggested. We found a conscientious personality characteristic 

to be related to a preference for rational and not intuitive information processing, and 

openness to be related to both decision making preferences.  
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