

    

              





   Skip to content
         
      
      
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
            
            
         

      
         

      

      

      
      
         
            
               

               

            

            	Sign in|
	Sign out|
	
                  My Account
                  |
                  
	
                  StudentHome
                  |
                  
	
                  TutorHome
                  |
                  
	
                  IntranetHome
                  |
                  
	Contact the OUContact the OUContact the OU|
	AccessibilityAccessibility
	Search the OU

               


         

         
         
            
            	
                  Courses
                  
	
                  Postgraduate
                  
	
                  International
                  
	
                  Research
                  
	
                  About
                  
	
                  News & media
                  
	
                  Business & apprenticeships
                  


            

         
         

      
      



      
      
                
  
  
      
              Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

      
          

  
      
      	Overview
	People
	Study
	Research
	Collaborations
	News
	Events

    
  
        
    
        

  

Philosophy







 
  

  




  

    
      You are here
	Home
	Schools
	School of Social Sciences & Global Studies
	Philosophy



          


    
      
	    
		  
		  
		

                          Philosophy

                
                
                          
        
          
    
        

Simone de Beauvoir




The word 'philosophy' derives from an ancient Greek word meaning ‘love of wisdom’. That is a good starting definition, but for a fuller sense of what philosophy is as an academic discipline, it helps to think of it as a set of fundamental questions, a rich history of attempts to answer those questions, and a distinctive range of reasoning methods and techniques.


Why do we have emotions and how do they interact with our rationality? Is being as happy as possible the key to a good life, or do we need deeper meaning? Is it possible to make a free choice when we are influenced so heavily by the world around us? These are just some of the questions our students tackle while studying philosophy with us, as they gain a deeper understanding of both the subject and of themselves.

 


Our academics


We are internationally regarded for our expertise, with members of the discipline having held Visiting Fellowships in Canada China, Germany, Italy, New Zealand, and South Africa.


In addition, members of the discipline are, or have recently been, involved in the management of various learned societies, including:


	The British Society of Aesthetics
	The British Society for the History of Philosophy
	The British Philosophical Association
	The British Philosophy of Sport Association
	The International Society for the History of Philosophy of Science Society
	The Mind Association



The individual staff member pages contain details of our research interests and publications.

 


Our research


The research we conduct is broadly in normative philosophy, often with a historical perspective. This is reflected in our Values and Reasons Research Group. However, we have research strengths in a wide range of areas, including: aesthetics, conceptual engineering, ethics, history of philosophy, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, philosophy of sport, and post-Kantian European philosophy.


We are known for our research excellence, and in the Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2021 all our research outputs were ranked as "internationally recognised" or better, with 52% being "internationally excellent", and 9% "world leading".


We have a thriving Postgraduate Research Community, with full-time as well as part-time MPhil and PhD students, working on a range of topics. A number of our Research Students hold funded positions.

 


How we work with others


We host a Branch of the Royal Institute of Philosophy as well as regular research events such as workshops, conferences, and the Philosophy Seminar Series.


We are also engaged in research funded by external bodies, such as the AHRC-funded Heritage in War project, Role Ethics Network and Drugs in Sport project. These projects and related ones have seen academics collaborate with:


	Norwegian Council for Ethics in the Defence Sector
	UK Anti-Doping
	West Point Military Academy
	World Anti-Doping Agency
	World Rugby



Many of us give talks on philosophy to schools. We also engage in significant research collaborations with other disciplines, including jointly supervising Research Students.

 


Find out more


	Read more about studying with us.
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        Request your prospectus

      


Explore our qualifications and courses by requesting one of our prospectuses today.


Request prospectus
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