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Why a special issue on Evaluating 

Widening Participation Initiatives:  

Overcoming the Challenges 

 

The Office for Students (OFS) and other funding bodies 

across the four nations of the UK, are increasingly expecting 

higher education (HE) providers to evaluate the impact of their 

widening participation spend.  Strategic projects have been undertaken 

across the sector to develop tools and resources to facilitate this process although the impact of 

their use is yet to be reported.  Today’s event has been designed to showcase some of these tools 

and to share practice across the sector through short lightning talks.  Its aim is also to raise some of 

the challenges that institutions are facing in relation to effective evaluation and an exploration of 

some of the evaluation approaches being adopted. 

As a follow up to this event we are encouraging delegates and speakers to submit an article for 

consideration for publication in the international Widening Participation and Lifelong Learning 

journal, April 2020.  We welcome papers from academics and practitioners based on innovative 

practice, methodological approaches and general research papers which focus on evaluation of 

widening participation.  We also publish discussion pieces and book reviews.  WPLL is a supportive 

journal that encourages papers from newer researchers and evaluation practitioners.  All articles are 

blind-peer reviewed by two reviewers and feedback is provided to offer support to the author for 

improvements to the article, where required. 

 

Criteria for article submissions are:  
 

  Articles should provide a clear theoretical rationale for the work discussed rather than providing 

just a descriptive account.  

  Work should be contextualised in order to make it understandable to an international audience.  

  Innovative Practice articles should be descriptive as well as maintaining critical reflection, and 

include coverage of problems encountered and solutions found in establishing a specific project.  



  Articles will be considered for publication only if they 

have not been published, submitted or accepted for 

publication elsewhere; any exceptions to this should 

be clearly indicated at the time of submission.  

  A brief abstract must be submitted, highlighting the key 

issues and focus points of the article. Key words for the 

article allow a more specialised peer reviewer to be 

selected and therefore should be included in the submission. 

 

Specifications for research articles  

  Articles for the main section should be research-based and have a clear theoretical rationale.  

  Each article will be reviewed by the editors and sent to a number of referees for blind peer 

review.  

  Articles will be accepted or rejected, or revisions suggested, based on their recommendations.  

  Articles should be between 4,000 and 6,000 words and associated abstracts should be between 

100 and 200 words in length.  

 

Specifications for innovative practice papers  

  Submissions to this section of the Journal will be peer reviewed by the editors and are selected 

for their contribution to innovative practice.  

  They should be a critical evaluation of practice and include references to appropriate literature.  

 These articles should be between 1,000 and 3,000 words in length.  



Specifications for other article types 

   Submissions to this section of the journal will be peer 

reviewed by the editors.  

  Research methods articles will be selected for their 

contribution to the analysis and development of 

research methodology, in the fields of widening 

participation and lifelong learning;  

  Research notes and updates provide an opportunity to present interim and final research 

findings in a quick and accessible way, to inform practitioners and researchers in the widening 

participation and lifelong learning fields.  

  Discussion pieces offer an opportunity to present informed opinion and reflection on current 

research and policy developments.  

  These articles should be between 1,000 and 2,000 words in length  

 

House Style  

Full details about the house style including referencing formats can be found on our web site, where 

there is also a useful Microsoft Word template which should be used for all articles submitted.  
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Timeline for submissions to this special edition of WPLL  

All relevant articles which are submitted to us by 27th July 2019 will be considered for inclusion in 

the April 2020 edition of the journal. Papers will be accepted from the time of circulating the call 

until the deadline. Papers submitted ahead of the deadline will be reviewed earlier than the 

timetable below. Any papers received after the deadline will be considered for inclusion in a future 

edition.  

Deadline for submission of articles     Fri 27th July 2019  

Send out to review by WPLL panel     August to October 2019  

Editorial decisions       November 2019  

Deadline for revisions       Mid December 2019    

WPLL Editorial Board Meeting      January 2020 

Deadline for final revisions      End February 2020 

Copy edit, final proof read      March 2020  

Publication        April 2020 

  

 


