Opening Up The Open University
A workshop hosted by the History of The Open University project

Wednesday 3 November
11:00-17:00
Seminar Rooms 1 & 2, Second Floor, Library, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes
Lunch will be available at 12:45 in Seminar Room 4, opposite Seminar Rooms 1 and 2. There will also be a display in the area adjoining Seminar Rooms 1 and 2. 
About the project

The History of The Open University Project, initiated by the Vice-Chancellor’s Executive, aims to deliver a high quality, accessible history of The Open University which will look at the University’s contribution to wider society and its significant impact upon students and their families. Prof David Vincent, former Pro-Vice-Chancellor and current Professor of History, is the Project Sponsor.

This is a timely project. The future of higher education is under increased scrutiny, with the prospect of a further financial squeeze as public spending contracts. The nature and role of higher education and its impact on wider society faces examination as it justifies its existence and activities. The sector has expanded and changed dramatically over the past 50 years. The opening and expansion of The Open University, offering supported distance learning and a non-traditional route to a degree, has made a significant contribution to post-war higher education. It is believed to have influenced teaching in institutions across Britain and set an example that has been followed globally. But there have been critics. Politicians on the right have accused the University of Marxist bias and being ‘blithering nonsense’. Critics on the left have argued that its efforts to widen participation have been insufficient. 
This project seeks to reflect on the University’s distinctive place in, and its impact on, the worlds of adult, distance and higher education and to ensure that a variety of voices are heard. 
The project aims to produce more than a book. A website is currently in development, to be launched in the coming months, that will not only provide an illustrated account of some of the key developments in the University’s history but will also provide the opportunity for current and former staff and students to share their OU memories, reflect on their OU experiences, and provide different perspectives to those available from official records. More information about this will be available on the project blog at http://www.open.ac.uk/blogs/History-of-the-OU, on which comments and contributions are welcomed.
About the workshop

Proposals were invited from within and outside the University for individual papers taking a historic view of the University’s development. These will be presented in three plenary sessions – Open to people and places; Open to methods; and Open to ideas – reflecting the University’s mission, as set out by Lord Crowther in 1969. 

The project is well aware that there is a wealth of expertise and experience on areas relevant to the University’s history both within and outside the University. This workshop has been organised to draw on this, to promote scholarly discourse and to ensure that this history allows a variety of voices to be heard. It is hoped that this will not just be a one-off event but will encourage those with an interest to be involved in and contribute to the project through other channels.
Agenda
11:00 - 11:15
Introduction and opening remarks
Prof David Vincent, Professor of History and Chair of The History of The Open University Project Steering Group

Dr Daniel Weinbren, Research Fellow, History of The Open University Project

11:15 - 12:30
Open to people and places (chair: Prof David Vincent)
OU Voices – the personal stories of the Open University revealed through the Oral History Project, Ms Ruth Cammies, University Archivist 

Raining on the OU parade?, Mr Ormond Simpson, Visiting Fellow, University of London Centre for Distance Education 

‘Open as to people’: the people’s response to OUUK 1971-2009, Mr Alan Woodley, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Educational Technology (IET)
12:30 -12:45
The BBC and the OU


Ms Jacquie Kavanagh, Multimedia Archivist, BBC written archives

12:45 -13:30
Lunch
13:30-15:00
Open as to ideas (chair: Prof Rosemary O’Day, Emeritus Professor in History)
Rational Curriculum Planning – the second time as farce, Prof Dave Harris, Director, Centre for Educational Research, UCP Marjon

The challenge of OU gender studies 1980-1990, Ms Liz Whitelegg, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Science

How have pedagogic techniques and tools evolved within the University? Dr Gill Kirkup, Senior Lecturer, IET, (paper by Prof Mary Thorpe, Professor of Educational Technology)

15:00-15:10
Break
15:10-16:55
Open as to methods (chair: Mr Peter Syme, former Director, The OU in Scotland)
Development of home computing and computer mediated communication, Prof Chris Bissell, Professor in Telematics 

Adult education at the BBC: from the centre to the margin, Dr Allan Jones, Lecturer in Telematics

Teaching and technology in the Arts Faculty, Prof Anne Laurence, Professor of History

Distance Education via the Internet: the development of the electronic delivery system for student assessment, Dr Linda Price, Senior Lecturer, IET and Dr Pete Thomas, Visiting Senior Research Fellow, Department of Computing
16:55-17:00
Closing remarks
Dr Daniel Weinbren

All from the Open University unless specified otherwise.

