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This paper presents a general overview of distance education practices, examining issues including: the nature of distance education, the motivation of educational planners in using the method, and its capability in solving educational problems in developing countries.  Guidelines are given for the effective integration of distance education methods into education programmes and systems.
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This paper examines existing technological infrastructure and use of information and communication technologies (ICT) in Africa and explores the contribution of ICT to distance education and open learning. It considers the issues of ICT-based educational strategies, outlining financial considerations, and provides examples of current initiatives.  A literature review is also included.
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The authors describe their involvement in a distance education professional development programme for science teachers, part of an AusAid funded programme to raise the status of teacher education within the Eastern Cape of South Africa.
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Discussion of the application of distance education to teacher education in Zimbabwe.
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This case study looks at the organisation and management as well as the costs and funding of the ZINTEC programme for pre-service initial training of teachers. 
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Profiles of open and distance learning provision from institutions in eleven African countries (each covering country context, institutional context and planning and implementation issues) are drawn from papers developed by African distance educators for a workshop on planning and management in open and distance learning held in Capetown, South Africa, 9 – 12 December 2002. The workshop was sponsored by the Commonwealth of Learning, World Bank and UNESCO. Country studies include: Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.
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This report reviews the use and effectiveness of teacher education by distance (mainly in Sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia), and analyses cost comparisons of distance and conventional education.
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A description of current and possible future developments of distance education programmes in the nine high-population countries, this report studies the impact of new technologies in the drive towards Education for All in a series of country reports (including one on Nigeria), and presents an analysis of outcome and costs. 
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This paper reviews distance education at the secondary level and for teacher education in six African countries: Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The discussion covers government support for teacher education, institutional structures for distance education, management and administration of distance education programmes, media and teaching methods, and cost-effectiveness. 
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Describing factors affecting teacher education in Namibia following independence from South African rule, this article gives an example of the issues faced by educational planners in the provision of teacher education in a developing country with a changing political agenda.  
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This paper deals with a theoretical model for the development of resources for the training of teachers and support staff in the primary education sector through distance mode, considered in terms of capacity building, designing, development, production and delivery. Operation of the model is illustrated by the Distance Education Programme of India.
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A range of contributors review the financial implications of, and cost issues arising from, distance education.
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Contribution to the Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open learning on the relationship between ICT and teacher education in Africa.
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This study presents a synthesis of knowledge and experience accumulated over the past twenty-five years in the use of Interactive Radio Instruction (IRI) in more than twenty developing countries and posits its viability as an educational tool in areas where computers continue to be unavailable. 
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Broad summary of development of distance learning programmes for out-of-school secondary, teacher, and adult basic education in Africa with emphasis on Anglophone and Swahiliphone areas.
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Designed to aid e-learning instructional designers and developers, policy makers and administrators involved in higher education in Africa, this report describes the eLearning Workshop (9 – 20 August 2004) which took place at Kenyatta University, Kenya. The report includes a summary of findings (from participants), and a draft policy formulated at the workshop to specify some guidelines to promote the development and use of open learning and provide a basis for institutions to adopt a standardised and structured approach.
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A review of strategies for the implementation of distance teacher education programmes in Nigeria.
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A review of the potential of distance education in sub-Saharan Africa (with a particular focus on the exploitation of new technologies), and of the state of information and communications infrastructure,  this report includes four short case studies on contrasting areas: Ghana (Anglophone), Ethiopia (multi-lingual), Botswana (Anglophone) and Guinea (Francophone). 
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A review of the national situation of distance teacher education in South Africa in 1995.
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This article discusses the potential of distance education as a delivery mode for quality teacher education with reference to The University of the West Indies Distance Teaching Experiment (UWIDITE).  This provides distance education based on an interactive teleconference network, as an alternative mode to traditional pre-service teacher education programmes. 
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The author reviews the potential of distance learning as a cost-effective solution to mass education programmes in developing countries, while emphasising the need for each country to generate its own model.
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This paper examines the relative costs of different types of media used to deliver open and distance learning. It also provides a general overview of how text, audio, video and computer technologies are being used to support distance education in sub-Saharan Africa.
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A view on the social and economic factors which influence the assessment of the benefits of distance education in developing countries. 
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This publication provides a case study of the Radio Education Teacher Training Project (RETTP) operating in Nepal which uses a multi-faceted distance learning system to train primary school teachers.  It includes a comparative cost-effectiveness analysis of the RETTP's latest program, Basic Teacher Training, and its conventional face-to-face alternatives and a summary of the lessons that Nepal's experiences with the distance training of teachers may offer to policy makers elsewhere. Fifteen tables providing cost analyses are appended. 
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A guide for managers planning the use of educational technologies for open learning, this book suggests means to compare and control the costs of various options. (Includes eleven case studies from six European countries). 
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Six country case studies were undertaken to examine ICT-based learning, and distance education, across the Commonwealth.  This report describes the current state of use, highlights key policy issues of telecommunications and media, discusses the financing and operation of infrastructure services and examines the impact of technological trends on future use of ICT for learning and distance education. 
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A background paper giving a general overview of distance teacher education programmes.
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The paper examines the education of teachers in South Africa at a time of social change and suggests teacher training models suitable for developing countries. 
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A review of distance education methods for teacher training in Kenya with suggestions as to their effectiveness in particular areas.
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Conference paper discussing the current status of distance teacher education in Kenya and suggesting how improvements may be made.
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A study of the cost implications for students of distance education programmes with reference to the experiences gained by the Open University of Tanzania. 
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Paper presenting a general overview of the status of distance education in Africa in 1996.
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Lessons are drawn from a review of the process of establishing open learning and distance education systems in Africa focussing on what has, or has not worked well. The human, physical, financial and technological resources required for a distance education project are discussed with analysis of costs. 
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This paper describes the national situation in Malawi and explores the costs and financing of teacher education with particular reference to the MIITEP (Malawi Integrated Inservice Teacher Education Programme).
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This paper analyses the development of distance education in Botswana; the significance of technological advances and their viability for use in the country.
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A description of the use of open and distance learning techniques to support the requirements of teacher professional practice in Albania.
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An overview highlighting the social and cultural context of teacher education in Albania, and discussing the application of open and distance learning systems to in-service training.
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A description of the potential of ICT to improve the quality of teacher education in the developing world with reference to the Digital Education Enhancement Project (DEEP) which investigates the impact of new technology on teachers' practices. A study of teachers' use of handheld computers is reported.
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This paper focuses on the Digital Education Enhancement research and development Project (DEEP), which is exploring the use of ICT for teaching and learning in a range of primary schools in Egypt and South Africa.  DEEP highlights the potential of ICTs for transforming teacher development and learning, and increasing the efficiency of aspects of teacher professional development. 
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This paper explores some of the financial issues that arise for teacher education policy and practice in developing countries with specific reference to Ghana, Lesotho, Malawi and Trinidad and Tobago.  It analyses the costs of different training systems and discusses the results in the context of targets contained in national plans to provide education for all. 
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