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SYNOPSIS
In this programme Professor G.K. Hunter discusses Shakespeare's
"history".plays with references to Henry VI, Richard IIX,
Henry V, and- the two Henry IV plays. The term "history." play
was first used by John Heminges and Henry Cundall for a
volume of Shakespeare's works published in 16*25' — 7 years after
Shakespeare's death. Their definition however didn't'include
such works as Julius Caesar or King Lear, but was restricted
to recent English history. The theme which links Shakespeare's
"history" plays is the incompatibility of the private and

.kingly values. Thus, .G.K Hunter argues, offering their first
audiences a direct political challenge.

G.K. Hunter is Professor of,English at Yalg University,
Connecticut, U.S.A.
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SERVICE INFORMATION ON CASSETTE

The programme on this -tape is part of "the Open University
Course No: A361/Shakespeare. It is linked, with units
1-3 of that course and its title is "Shakespeare's History
Plays". BBC production is by David Hoyle and the speaker
is Professor G.K. Hunter.
The programme starts after the tone signal with the voice
of G.K. Hunter. ' Its approximate duration is 17 minutes.
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