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wslCi COU-I 
'waum (COUNIDOWN-I) 

By t he .Au tho r i t y o f the Roya l Char ter I hereby I n s t a l l you Gera ld , 

Baron Gard iner o f K l t t e s f o r d , Chance l lo r o f the Open U n i v e r s i t y . 

EFFECT OF COURSES 

Vfe had t o design and produoe Courses o f Study t h a t oou ld be under taken a t 

home I n i s o l a t i o n and i n t he hours t h a t cou ld be spared f r o m work and 

f a m i l y . Courses moreover t h a t made i n t e l l e c t u a l demands a t l e a s t as 

searching aa those o f the Courses o f any o the r U n i v e r s i t y . -And we came up 

w i t h what i s undoubtedly the most d i f f i c u l t way o f o b t a i n i n g a degree y e t 

dev ised by "the w i t o f man. 

lalKB: Welcome t o Wal ton H a l l . Fo r tne f i r s t o f our f o u r Countdown Programmes i n 

wh ich w e ' r e go ing t o show you y o u r *vay around the Open U n i v e r s i t y , we've 

oorae here t o Wal ton H a l l a t the h e a r t o f the Open U n i v e r s i t y ' s campus and 

i t s Headquarters a t M i l t o n Keynes. I t ' s here t h a t w e ' l l be ab le t o meet 

some o f the key peop le . The IVoVice. Chance l lo r f o r Student A f f a i r s , the 

P ro -V i ce Chance l lo r f o r academic p o l i c y and t he V i ce Chance l lo r h i m s e l f . 

H i s o f f i c e i s here i n Wal ton H a l l . Th iq p a r t o f the house dates f r om t he 

1830's - the l a s t p r i v a t e owners were the E a r l Fami ly u n t i l i t was t a k e n 

over by the M i l t o n Keynes Development C o r p o r a t i o n . The U n i v e r s i t y moved 

here i n 1969. Kbrf I ' m go ing t o go i n d aek the V i ce Chance l lo r some o f the 

ques t ions w&iob w i l l be i n you r own minds as you b e g i n t.> approach you r 

U n i v e r s i t y ca ree r . Good morning V i ce Chance l l o r . 

VICE (Half: Grood morning M i k e . 

MIKE: I ' m go ing t o a3k you some o f the ques t ions t h a t w i l l be uppermost i n the 

minds o f o f those s tudents w h o ' l l s h o r t l y be j o i n i n g u s f o r the f i r s t t i m e . 

I t h i n k wha t ' s i n the minds o f p robab ly a lmost a l l o f them i s j u s t what k i n d 

o f an o r g a n i s a t i o n have I j o i ned? How do you es t imate we s tand now i n the 

e d u c a t i o n a l w o r l d and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the v iew o f o t he r U n i v e r s i t i e s ? 

VICE GHANs I t h i n k t h a t ' s an easy one. I t h i n k we've fceoome p a r t o f the Es tab l i shmen t . 

I t h i n k i n the Educa t i ona l w o r l d i t ' s now recogn ised t h a t the starxLard o f 

t he -O .U . Degree i s the e q u i v a l e n t t o t h a t o f any o ther U n i v e r s i t y . The 

.content i s very d i f f e r e n t . The na tu re o f t he degree i s d i f f e r e n t b u t t he 

s tandard i s the some. Any th i ng e l se would have been a d i s a s t e r - I mean t o 

o f f e r a second- ra te degree t o s tudents would be t o do them harm. Why 

shou ld t hey b o t h e r g e t t i n g a second r a t e degree and t h a t ' s been uppermost 

i n t he minds o f a l l o f us who've been concerned w i t h deve lop ing the 

U n i v e r s i t y . 
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MIKE: ¥ e heard you say a t the b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s programme t h a t t o acqu i re an Open 

U n i v e r s i t y Degree was t o g e t a degree by the hardes t way ye6 dev ised hy 12ie 

w i t o f man* Now how do you square t h a t k i n d o f judgement w i t h our commitment 

as an I n s t i t u t i o n t o be ing g e n e r a l l y open and access ib le t o p a r t i c u l a r l y 

those who h a v e n ' t go t the f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s u s u a l f o r 

U n i v e r s i t y en t ry? 

VICE CRViHs I t ' s d i f f i o u l t t o r e c o n c i l e the two and y e t b o t h are t r u e . I t h i n k we are 

Open - we d o n ' t have any entrance q u a l i f i c a t i o n s - anybody can s t i r t - a t 

the same t ime i t s a l s o t r u e t h a t i t s a ve ry d i f f i c u l t way and a much more 

d i f f i c u l t way o f g e t t i n g a Degree than go ing t o a r e g u l a r U n i v e r s i t y . I 

t h i n k urn many people i n c l u d i n g myse l f have r e f e r r e d t o t he l o n l i n e s s o f the 

Long Dis tance Learner end I t h i n k i t s a ve ry r e a l t h i n g . You see i f t h e r e ' s 

a d i f f i c u l t t h i n g t o comprehend and y o u ' r e a l l by y o u r s e l f you d o n ' t know 

whether i t ' s you t h a t ' s s t u p i d o r whe-tfter i t i s r e a l l y a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t h i n g 

t o comprehend. I f y o u ' r e workix*g w i t h a bunch o f o t he r people i n t he same 

p o s i t i o n you ge t an immediate feedbaok and know i f t h e y ' r e a l l f i n d i n g i t 

easy o r whether i t ' s y o u r f a u l t . I f t h e y ' r e a l l f i n d i n g i t d i f f i c u l t then 

t h e r e ' s a r e a l problem o f g e t t i n g down t o i t and work ing ha rd a t i t . And 

t h i s i s absent t o a l a r g e e x t e n t when y o u ' r e a l l by y o u r s e l f . So i t ' s a 

v e r y d i f f i o u l t r o u t e . I t a l s o o f course i n v o l v e s a l ong h a u l - i t takes a 

l o n g t ime and people doing i t are i n f u l l employment u s u a l l y and have a j ob 

t o do t o earn t h e i r s a l a r i e s and they have t o f i t t h i s i n so i t r e q u i r e s a 

l o t o f m o t i v a t i o n and deter-adiiatf.an *o mike t he Grade. 

&EKB: As another gene ra t i on o f s tudents en te r the U n i v e r s i t y how would you desor ibe 

t o them the main f e a t u r e s o f the o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t l i e s ahead o f them? 

VICE GHAH: W e l l I meet a l o t o f s tuden ts e s p e c i a l l y a t Graduat ion t ime- I t h i n k one o f 

the main f e a t u r e s t h a t d o e s n ' t o f t e n ge t t a l k e d about i s t he emanc ipa t ion , 

t he f e e l i n g t h a t l i f e has opened up i n a new way. You get i t e s p e c i a l l y w i t h 

d i s a b l e d s t u d e n t s , s tuden ts i n I n s t i t u t i o n s , people l i k e t h i s who cou ld never 

envisage g e t t i n g a H ighe r Educa t ion u n t i l we came a long and o f f e r e d a 

d i f f e r e n t method, and I t h i n k i t extends t o a l l t he o thers as w e l l i n a sense 

I t h i n k t h a t ' s one t h i n g t o l o o k f o rwa rd t o w i t h j o y - t he re a re t h i ngs t o 

l o o k f o r w a r d t o w i t h more apprehension and t h a t i s i t s a ha rd a ha rd g r i n d , 

i t s a l o n g t ime - i t has - y o u ' v e got t o s t i c k w i t h i t , y o u ' v e got t o be 

de te rmined. I t h i n k , s tudents o f the Open U n i v e r s i t y have shown t h i s 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i n a very marked degree and i t w i l l come t o be recogn ised as 

one o f t he o f the major f e a t u r e s o f an Open Un±r e r s i t y Degree. So I t h i n k 

when they come i n . as many o f them a re ooming i n i n t he near f u t u r e t h e r e are 

b o t h joys and problems t o contend w i t h and a l l I can say i s I w ish them a l l 

t he v e r y b e s t o f l u c k . 
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MIKEs W e l l t he re may seem t o be many more immediate ly impor tan t t h i n g s t > those 

o f you who are new s tudents than t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f the U n i v e r s i t y . But 

t he O.U. i s s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y young and i t s un ique . The background t o i t s 

Foundat ion i s woven f rom s t rands which are s t i l l v e r y impo r tan t t o educa t ion 

today . The o r i g i n a l ooncept o f ttie u n i v e r s i t y as conceived "by H a r o l d Wi lson 

was o f a u n i v e r s i t y o f t he A i r . So r i g h t f rom the s t a r t the medium o f 

b roadcas t i ng was cons idered a hey component i n i t s t each ing system. The 

t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o programmes are t he on ly impor tan t elements 3n our 

Courses which are no t produced here a t Wal ton H a l l * An e d u c a t i o n a l p a r t n e r 

ship was c rea ted w i t h the BBC f o r t h i s purpose, and s ince 1970 t h e l - roduc t ion 

. Centre f o r making our programmes has been a t the EBC Stud ios a t A lexandra 

P a l a c e . , which stands on one o f t he h i g h e s t p o i n t s o f No r th London on 

Muswel l H i l l and i t s f rom the re t h a t B r i a n &roombiidge - who was a member o f 

the o r i g i n a l l l a n n i n g Committee f o r the u n i v e r s i t y i s go ing t o ske t ch i n the 

e a r l y h i s t o r y . 

BRIAN: T h i s i s r e a l l y r a t h e r an a p p r o p r i a t e p laoe t o t a l k about the o r i g i n s o f the 

Open u n i v e r s i t y because when the V i c t o r i a n s b u i l t t h i s A lexandra Palace 

they in tended i t t o be a Centre f o r I 'opular Educa t i on , i iad i t was t he p lace 

f rom which the f i r s t t e l e v i s i o n programmes were t r a n s m i t t e d i n 1936 so i t 

symbol ises i n a way the 'whole idea o f the U h i v e r b i t y o f t he A i r . But i t s 

ve ry ha rd f o r us t o r e c a l l how d i f f i c u l t i t was' l e s s t han t e n yea rs ago f a r 

an a d u l t , f o r a mature person who 'd l e f t school f o r some years a o t u a l l y t o 

s tudy f o r a degree. And e;en more d i f f i o u l t t o r e a l i s e t h a t the f a c i l i t i e s 

t h a t e x i s t e d - t he o p p o r ^ u i i t i e s t h a t e x i s t e d a t t h a t t i m e were regarded as 

who l l y a p p r o p r i a t e . You cou ld e i t h e r take a London E x t e r n a l Degree - and 

t h a t was an extremely ha rd r o u t e - you p robab ly had t o s tudy on your own 

by Correspondence o r i f you were i n London you c o u l d go t o B i r kbeok Co l lege 

f o r a p a r t - t i m e oourse and l i t e r a l l y a h a n d f u l o f people were a l lowed i n t o 

the o the r U n i v e r s i t i e s t o be mature s tuden ts . The grea t t h i n g about -Hie 

U n i v e r s i t y o f the A i r was t h a t t he U n i v e r s i t y came t o you th rough your 

t e l e v i s i o n sc reens , th rough you r r a d i o and o f course th rough y o u r l e t t e r - b o x . 

But t e n years ago the i dea seemed s i l l y o r out rageous, b u t when something i s 

a success, as t h i s obv ious l y has been, t hen t h e r e * s go ing t o be no l a o k o f 

c la imants f o r . . p a t e r n i t y . Um as when S i r H a r o l d Wi lson r e t i r e d f rom be ing 

Prime M i n i s t e r he sa id t h a t t h i s was h i s f i n e s t achievement. He f i r s t 

proposed i t i n an e l e c t i o n e e r i n g speech i n Glasgow i n i n 1963 and here he 

i s p u t t i n g -the r e c o r d s t r a i g h t as he sees i t . 

SIR HuROID: I consu l ted nobody i n B r i t a i n a t a l l - though o f oourse i t i s a f a o t - and 

t h i s i s a reason f o r t he many c la ims - t h a t t h e r e were v a r i o u s schemes 

ge rm ina t ing i n v a r i o u s peop le ' s minds f o r va r i ous forms o f n o n - f u l l - t i m e 

H igher E d u c a t i o n . There were o f oourse a l r eady a number o f -t i l ings 

f u n c t i o n i n g - t he Workers1 Eduoat ion Movement e r some L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s and 

many o the r t h i n g s * I was perhaps as concerned as any th i ng w i t h the v i s u a l 



SIR HAROIDs side - I was perhaps too ooncerned w i th the ooncept of t e l e v i s i o n and or 

rad io . Er I f e l t the Correspondence side wouldn't be a l l tha t d i f f i c u l t 

t o work out and urn I hadn' t got as f a r as th ink ing about what would happen 

er f o r arrangements f o r examining or awarding Degrees. 

BRI£N: V i s i t s t o the s o v i e t Onion and the United States where he 'd seen various 
forms of distance teaching i n act ion had helped to shape the idea i n 
Harold Wilson's mind. But l i k e a great many other inventions - inc lud ing 
te lev i s i on er others wore on the same t rack . Michael Young f o r instanoe, 
the Socio logist who founded the Consumers' i lssooiat ion wrote a ver y 
important a r t i o l e i n 1962 on the idea and there was a pioneering 
e l e c t r i c a l engineer Doctor &.C.T, Wil l iams who was advocating what he 
ca l led the Tele Vare i ty and as f a o i as long ago as 1926 when the BBC f i r s t 
became a Corporation somebody sent a memo to the D.&. John Rei th suggestinf 
t ha t there should be a wi re less Univers i ty w i t h l i s t e n e r s learn ing L a t i n , 
We have an Open Univers i ty because the Prims Min is ter of the day bel ieved 
i n i t and because he backed an except ional ly tough and determined 
p o l i t i c i a n urn as Minister responsible - Jenny Lee. They pushed i t through 
wi thout too muoh reference to the Labour Party or the Cabinet or 
Parliament and i t s worth l i s t e n i n g to Harold Wilson as he describes the 
l i g h t s tha t went on, behind the soenes. 

SIR H&ROLD: I had no support whatsoever from the M in is t r y of ^duoation er whether 
departmentally or m i n i s t e r i a l l y - only opposi t ion - and from the 
Treasury. And that r e a l l y remained t rue u n t i l Ted Short - who himself 
had studied ex terna l ly er became the Min is ter I n I968 but by tha t t ime 
we were over the hump and the th ing was going ahead except f o r the e f f o r t s 
of the Chancellor every year to cancel i t t o save money. But er the urn 
they set up a Departmental Working Par ty which was j u s t about t o produce 
a repor t t o say i t wasn't feas ib le - i t wouldn't work - i t wasn't 
necessary and why have i t anyway - i t would cost too muoh. £nd so at 
t ha t po in t I wound up the Working Party (idUGHTER) 

BRIAN: Meanwhile Jenny Lee was also doing b a t t l e w i t h almost the whole of the 

Educational Establishment. The Un ivers i t ies i n B r i t a i n had a be t te r 
Adul t Education record than most but they never thought i t necessary t o 
o f f e r on mature people opportuni t ies t o study f o r Degrees. Urn so when 
the Open Univers i ty was proposed i t was dismissed as a i t i i l i s t i n e gimmick 
or i t was said tha t i t was not a t a l l necessary or i t was said tha t i f 
there was tha t k ind of money about i t ought to be re-a l located t o the 
ex i s t i ng extra mural departments so they could do new Courses on old 
foundations! or again i t was said tha t i f we were t o invest i n expensive 
means o f communication then they should be used not t o help a few thousanfi 
people get decrees but t.o set up a College of the a i r . Um I f e l t t ha t a t 
the time and a good many other people d i d . But I became convinced o ther 
wise at*.meetings of the Planning Committee where one saw the determinatior 
o f Jenny Lee t o dr ive t h i s th ing through t o make a success of i t . This i s 
how she reasoned about i t a t a leoture she gave a t Walton H a l l . 



"■•5 -

JEWNY: There was understandably enormous pressure I n s i d e our own Movement o f 

people who s a i d Now what w e ' r e oohoerned about i s t he hoy and g i r l who l e f t 

schoo l a t f o u r t e e n o r f i f t e e n , and I s a i d w e l l you ' ve g o t your l o o a l 

s c h o o l s . N i g h t Schools - you 've go t you r Techn i ca l Co l leges . I was 

a b s o l u t e l y oonvinoed t h a t we cou ld never s t r eng then t h a t pa r i ; o f the 

e d u c a t i o n a l segment work ing f rom below up* 

BRIAN: The Bobbins He p o r t had s a i d t h a t B r i t a i n had t o urn inc rease the number o f 

U n i v e r s i t y p laoes f o r young people i f i t was t o h o l d i t s p lace i n the 

• w o r l d and the number o f U n i v e r s i t i e s doub led , b u t t h a t s imp ly en la rged the 

number o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r young schoo l l eave rs and what Jenny Lee wanted 

t o do was t o s t r i k e a b low f o r a d u l t e q u a l i t y by making i t poss ib l e f o r 

a d u l t s a l s o t o have t h i s k i n d o f o p p o r t u n i t y , and she wanted t o do t h i s a t 

a l e v e l whioh had the g r e a t e s t p r e s t i g e * 

JENNY: HTe we we resen ted deeply t he i dea o f any th ing second c l a e s . T h a t ' s why I 

would n o t have i t a Working Man's Un i ve rs i t y ' - a B l a c k Elan's U n i v e r s i t y o r 

a White Man's U n i v e r s i t y - you'vt*. heard me on t h i s theme b e f o r e . . I t was 

e s t a b l i s h e d by a Labour Government b u t you don'. t see a U n i v e r s i t y es tab l i sh© 

under a To ry Government as a Tory U n i v e r s i t y - t h a t wasn ' t t he purpose. 

The purpose was q u i t e a u s t e r e l y t o use the mass media* 

BRIAN: A l though i t ' s no l onge r c a l l e d "The t f c i i ve r s l t y o f the A i r " b roadcas t i ng i s 

s t i l l an impo r tan t component i n the whole p rocess , and the success o f t he 

Open U n i v e r s i t y ' s l a r g e l y based on t he f a c t t h a t i t was b u i l t on a 

t r a d i t i o n o f educa t i ona l b r o a d c a s t i n g . The BBC's had a commitment t o A d u l t 

Educat ion ever s ince i t s f o u n d a t i o n and a g r e a t d e a l o f exper ience and i n 

the 1960 's a number o f Independent T e l e v i s i o n Companies exper imented w i t h 

p r o j e c t s which began t o show how i n p r a c t i c e t h a t t r a d i t i o n cou ld be 

developed. The Open U n i v e r s i t y have borrowed f rom Soot land and f rom America 

the C r e d i t i d e a , t he i dea t h a t you oan a c q u i r e a Degree by i n s t a l m e n t s as 

i t were and f r o m the most e r o r i g i n a l o f the o the r B r i t i s h U n i v e r s i t i e s 

i t s developed some o f i t s bes t ideas on cu r r i ou l um development. 

MIKE: These t w i n s t rands o f t r a d i t i o n and i n n o v a t i o n cont inue t o the p o i n t where 

t he U n i v e r s i t y f i n a l l y r e c e i v e d i t s own Royal Char ter i n 1969» The Char ter 

Ceremony t o o k p lace a t the Roya l Soo ie ty i n London and was a t t ended b y , 

amongst o t h e r s , t he l a t e Lo rd Crowther , who was then i n s t a l l e d as the f i r s t 

Chance l lo r o f the U n i v e r s i t y and i t s t i t u l a r head. E a r l y d i scuss ions o f the 

academic programme l e d t he U n i v e r s i t y t o con f i rm i t s commitment t o a Degree 

p a t t e r n t h a t was based on t h e o r e d l t system. Pro fessor Len Haynes -

P ro fesso r o f Chemistry - i s do ing a t u r n o f du ty as one o f the f i v e Pro -V ice 

Chance l lo rs who g i ve d i r e c t suppor t t o the V i ce Chance l lo r i n s p e o i f i o areas 

o f h i s own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Len Haynes' p resen t r o l e i s as i^o-Vioe-ChanoeiLL 

respons ib le f o r aoademio p o l i c y . 
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PROF.IEN: As you Jmow the requirement f o r the B.A. Degree i s "that you should 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y oomplete s i x o red i ts . The only l i m i t a t i o n on your choice 
of course i s tha t two of your oredi ts must be i n Foundation Courses. 
This freedom of choice means you can construct your degree to meet your 
own pa r t i cu la r requirements - a tai lor-made Degree t o f i t your own needs 
and i n te res t s . I t ' s one of the features of a Univers i ty whose students 
are adul ts w i t h widely vary ing backgrounds. And so i f your wofek i s mainly 
i n , say, Science but you a lso have a pa r t i cu la r i n te res t i n the 19th 
Century Novel then you oan combine the two i n your Degree t o make i t s u i t 
your own specia l needs. Of course since the Open un ivers i ty i s cur rent ly 
o f fe r ing more than a hundred Under-giaduate courses t h i s freedom of 
choice can be somewhat alarming and so i t s worth spending a minute or two 
t a l k i n g about how t o make your choices. Of © urse f o r those of you who 
are j u s t s t a r t i n g your f i r s t Foundation course the most important advice i s 
don' t rush. You don' t need t o maku any choice u n t i l May. W e ' l l t e l l you 
more about t h i s i n Countdown 4» A f t e r a l l you ' re tak ing a Foundation 
Course which i s designed t o introduce you t o a number of d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s 
of study, some of which you've probably not met before - SD keep your 
options open f o r as long as possible. Think about your degree - why do you 
want i t ? I s i t t o help you i n your present job , or t o help you get a bette -
job - or i s i t nothing to do w i th your job but to help you develop and 
explore one of your pa r t i cu l a r in terests? Don' t fo rget t o make use of 
your Tutor Counci l lor - they know a great deal about the 0 .0 . system and 
from t h e i r contaot w i th ether students through the years t h e y ' l l be able 
to t e l l you which Courses w i l l and w i l l not f i t your pa r t i cu la r requirement. 
Where do you f i n d the hard information? Well i t ' s i n t h i s book the 
Courses Handbook - t h i s i s the 1976 Ed i t i on but y o u ' l l have a l a t e r 
e d i t i o n . The main part of the Courses Handbook consists of b r i e f 
descr ipt ions of the Courses avai lable and from these you should be able t o 
see i f the Course w i l l f i t your pa r t i cu la r needs. But don ' t r e s t r i c t 
yourse l f t o the aooounts i n the Courses Handbook. Make a po in t of viewing 
some of the t e l ev i s i on programmes and l i s t e n i n g to the radio programmes 
which are par t of the Courses i n which you're in te res ted . And remember 
tha t your Study Centre or l o c a l l i b r a r y w i l l be able t o get copies of the 
Course tex ts f o r you t o see and perhaps t o borrow. Another O.U. 
pub l i ca t ion which you w i l l f i n d usefu l i s the In te res t Courses Index which 
w i l l be sent out a t Ike end of A p r i l . This i s a new pub l i ca t ion based on 
a prel iminary exercise car r ied out i n 1977- I t ' s r e a l l y a l i s t of possible 
in te res ts and the O.U. Courses tha t re la te to them. We hope i t w i l l be a 
usefu l guide but I would emphasise tha t i t i s only a guide and tha t you 

w i l l need to examine systemat ical ly a l l the in format ion tha t y ou can get 
about any course tha t you propose to take. 



PROF. LBK: Well now, I ' ve spent some time i n g iv ing you some advioe and y o u ' l l f i n d 
* ' t ha t there 's no shortage of people t o give you advioe I n the O.U. So l e t 

me f i n i s h by saying enjoy your Course. I t ' l l he hard work - i t wouldn't 
be worth doing i f i t were a doddle but give i t a l l you've got . And then 
enjoy I t . 

MIKE: Well we've been look ing b r i e f l y a t some of the hie t o r i co l and academic 

aspeots o f our ear ly development. But what k ind of a community of 
students are we? Certa in ly we're a very large community, as there are 
more than s i x t y thousand Open Univers i ty students studying i n the United 
Kingdom as of now. dot siae of course i s by no means the whole story* 
Naomi Mackintosh, who i s both th6 r?ro^vioe Chancellor f o r Strident A f f a i r s 
and also the Head of the Un ive rs i t y ' s Survey Research Department, par t of 
who's job i t i s t o co l l ec t s t a t i s t i c a l data about students, i s probably 
uniquely placed t o answer more spec i f i c questions about the nature of our 
student population* 

MiOMI: Okay - goodbye then. IBLB^HOWB Well as you know the Univers i ty w a s s e t 

up f o r mature students and o f f i c i a l l y t h i s means tha t -tiie lower age l i m i t 
i s 2 1 . I n p r a c t i c a l terms i t means tha t the sky's the l i m i t and you've got 
students of a l l ages. This f i r s t chart shows you separately f o r men.'and 
women the proport ions of students i n each of these age groups. I haven't 
made them even and so the bars are s l i g h t l y misleading but y o u ' l l see tha t 
the la rges t group i s twenty s i x t o t h i r t y - t ha t would throw up f o r 
s t a t i s t i c i a n s the mode age group. An ar i thmet ic mean I t h ink would be 
meaningless - i t would oome out a t t h i r t y two but i t wouldn' t r e a l l y give 
you. a p ic ture of who we've go t . I n f a c t we've got qui te a large number of 
students s tudy ing . r igh t i n t o t h e i r seventies and we've even had a graduate 
of over e ign ty . Another important question er p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h i s day 
and age i s tha t of sex. A l o t of people I t h i nk a t the beginning thought 
that the Un ivers i ty would simply be taken over as a haven f o r housebound 
housewives* I n fac t the opposite was the case. This d i d n ' t happen a t 
a l l and as you can see from the seoond chart we r e a l l y had a d isappoint 
i ng ly small number of women a t the beginning - i t crept up s tead i l y a l l the 
way up t o 1977 when Women formed 4 $ of the t o t a l student populat ion. In 
f ao t t h a t ' s higher than a l l conventional Un ivers i t i es and t h i s year f o r the 
very f i r s t year they ' re even i n the major i ty i n one region - London - where 
they've made over 50$.* But these are very simple categorisat ions - another 
th ing we ask you t o do i s t e l l us what your occupation i s again i n f a i r l y 
broad terms and we t r y to make some in te rp re ta t ion , er from t h i s about who 
you are and what your needs are er and y o u ' l l see again from the next chart 
the increase i n women shows up a b i t here w i t h the f a c t that housewives 
have increased over these years. Teachers made the news a l o t at the 
beginning because they were such a large group and they have been dropping 
er cont inua l ly u n t i l 1977* I ' ve grouped the other two #?oups roughly i n t o 
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MXMti what you might c a l l Midd le Class and y o u m i ^ i t c a l l Working Glass b u t I t s 

n o t the t ime t o d iscuss i t - And whereas the Midd le Class i s remain ing 

p r e t l y s t a t i c the Working Class group i s now i n c r e a s i n g a l though n o t a vsry 

g r e a t amount* You see the changes perhaps more c l e a r l y urn i f you l o o k a t 

p e x p l e ' s "backgrounds i n a d i f f e r e n t way and i f you l o o k a t what t h e i r 

e d u c a t i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s were be fo re t hey a r r i v e d a t the U n i v e r s i t y and 

i n t h i s f i n a l c h a r t I ' v e d i v i d e d people up i n t o t h r e e groups aooord ing t o 

what t hey a r r i v e d a t us w i t h * So y o u ' l l see q u i t e a s u b s t a n t i a l number o f 

people who came t o t he U n i v e r s i t y w i t h l e s s than t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s than 

you would need t o go t o normal U n i v e r s i t y - about a q u a r t e r a t the 

beg inn ing and t h a t ' s up t o now over a t h i r d . E r and t h a t ' s q u i t e an 

i m p o r t a n t cha l lenge f o r p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the academics as they r e - w r i t e the 

Foundat ion Coursos. I n t he middle t h e r e are a s u b s t a n t i a l group o f people 

who've go t some educa t i ona l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s - ve ry o f t e n i n Science they may 

have gone t o the Teoh o r done ;-ome p a r t t ime G.N»C* o r something l i k e t h a t 

and t h o y ' v e go t something b u t n o t enough and t h e n aga in you ' ve go t the 

b l o c k o f people w i t h teachers and q u i t e a l o t o f people who seem t o want 

a second degree BO these are some o f t he ways we use i n f o r m a t i o n you g i ve 

us and some o f i t you g i ve us on R e g i s t r a t i o n forms and some o f i t on t he 

a p p l i c a t i o n forms and some o f i t we have t o a s k you t o send us on 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s o r ask you t o b t i n t e r v i e w e d by us so when we w r i t e t o you 

and ask you t o h e l p us w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n , w i t h ques t ionna i res we do need i t 

f o r our p l ann ing so p lease d o n ' t throw them away - do sond them back t o u s , 

they w i l l ge t u s e d . 

HIKES W e l l we've been h e a r i n g f r om Naomi Mackintosh a number o f the g l o b a l , 

n a t i o n a l s t a t i s t i c s about the shape o f our s tuden t p o p u l a t i o n , and now I ' m 

s i t t i n g here i n t he S tuden ts ' r e c o r d o f f i c e i n Walton H a l l where a l l the 

manual records about our s tudents a re h e l d , and f r o m which the re s d i r e c t 

access onto t he s tudent main f i l e . 

I n t he nex t Countdown Programme we s h a l l be go ing ou t f rom here i n t o t he 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s Reg iona l s t r u c t u r e t o Rave a l o o k a t the k i n d o f records t h a t 

a re kep t the re - t he k i n d o f suppor t se rv i ces t h a t are a v a i l a b l e t o 

s tuden ts i n the Regions. 

MUSICi 


