
 
 
 
 
 

Time to Think 
Open University Journeys in British and Irish prisons during the 
years of conflict, 1972-2000 
 
Oral History interview clip transcript 
 
Name of Interviewee: Student G 
Interviewed by: Jenny Meegan 
Date of interview: 30/09/2012 

 
Important 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this transcript, however no transcript is an exact 
translation of the spoken word, and this document is intended to be a guide to the original 
recording, not replace it. 
 
In some cases, interviewees may have made changes to the transcript. 
 
Personal/sensitive information regarding individuals who may be living has been removed from 
transcripts where necessary. 

 
Copyright and Permissions  
 
Rights owned or controlled by The Open University.  
 
All use of this transcript in part or in full requires prior permission from The Open 
University Archive. 
 
Please contact university-archive@open.ac.uk to discuss possible use of the content. 

mailto:university-archive@open.ac.uk


Student G Clip 

2 

 

 
Clip title:     I could never over emphasize the importance of the tutors 
 
Duration:     00:01:31    
 
Clip start point in full interview:  00:08:34 
 
Clip end point in full interview:   00:10:04  
 
Interview identifier:   042_S_01  
 
Description: 
 
Student G describes the importance of tutor visits, and the opportunity to discuss course ideas. 
 
Transcript:  
 
And how important was it then for tutors to come in? 

 

Very important, very important.  I suppose whether it is the wee boy in me or not, I am not sure, 
but no matter how much I wrote or how much I read; I always liked the tutor to come in and just 
confirm and I always had a list of things, you know. And that cleared the decks for me. I was able 
to sit down with a whole, a greater degree of confidence and do my TMAs and prepared for the 
annual exam, and I could never over emphasise the importance of the tutors. And it was not just 
because I am here I am saying that, they were a guide to me.  They also maybe went off the 
textbook and asked me about other things as well, which was good because, you know, you didn’t 
want to get locked into one train of thought and it was refreshing to be able to discuss things as 
well. Because, I was the only one at one time doing third level education on the Wings that I was 
on. And when you are walking round the yard with your mate, he was nae really wanting to hear 
about the Harvey’s Time/Space Compression theory- he was wanting to know what he had heard 
from the outside. So when a tutor came in to really discuss this and that, and even through 
discussing topics that you weren’t sure about as you chatted with them, somebody who knew 
about them, you were able to determine a whole lot of new things that you never realised before. 
 
 
 


