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Opening Title Sequerice # Mugic -

" YIDEO LOCATION RECORDING

WALDORF HOTEL - OU GRADUATES
IR .

VIVIENNE THURMAN _
So I eanrolled to do a BA really to up my

qualifications snd to advance myself
you Imow in my job.

TONY GOMM
«s.0r the acquisition of the degree 4is er

certainly going to probably point me in a
er a hetter earcer prospects than T have
at the moment,

VIVIENNE THURMAN
sesl A1d erm an Arts Foundatiom course

in the first year which I found absgolutely
fascinating and it really it really did

I kmow it sounds corny but it really did
open up doors for me.

COLIN TIVEY
«essbecause of the COpen University, er

I've been ghle to further my development
in terms of technical education em so I
T think 1t's 1t's a superb way of being
able te study.

RALPE COX |
eesl think I'm too settled in 1ife now to

look for new horizons hut I'm quite pleased
I've done 1it.,.
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VIDEO LOCATION RECORDING
WALDORF HOTEL .- DR, 'JOHN HORLOCK
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JACQUELINE ¥EILY .
+s2I think it's halped me to he more
successful in my press cereer. I think it's
given me confidence. I think it's provén
to employers if you like that I'm cepable
of uging self diecipline, that I have drive,
that I have intiative...

COLIN TIVEY

«..with a degree, it certainly gives you
more opportunity for promotion. That's not
saying that because you've pot a degree
ydu'll rain a promotion, but certsinly if

there are two people for a job, one with a
degree and one without a degree, then
obviously they would favour the ome with
the degree.

JACOUELINE KELLY

«sesin the type of society in which we live,
I think it's tremendously important to have
more then one string to your bow. I think
"it's piven me the confidence to look
eisewhere, I think it's given me the
confidence to not ¢émly perhaps only look at

a career but perhaps to lead a much
broader life than T T once led,..

VICE_CPANCELLOR

Can I thank the journalists for coming
today. It's my third Open "niversity Press
;Cunference. The fact that you keep coming
year after year I think's evidence of your
continuing interest in the Open University
" gnd its graduates. And 1t's a very

considerable encouragement to all of us that
you keep on coming.
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- VICE CIANCEILCP (Cont'd)

‘Can I just give you briefly the statistics
" of the University which you've hed from me

on several occeslons. Over 57,000 graduates

" now altogether including these latest
results 6,000 this year. 65,000 under-
graduates, 30,000 continuing education

" students, 95,000 registered students
altogether. Clearly a very significant
educational force in this country. Rut I've
spoken about this aspéct on several
occasions, on these occasions before and
what 1'd 1ike to do today is to break away
from that usual conventional presentation
over the OU to give you another view of the
Cpen Umiversity, the Open Tniversity across
the International scene., I've sald hefore
that there are three X Tniversities which
are well known abroad, COxford, Cambridge
and the Open and I'd 1ike to give you some
background to that statement todaj in a
year when'Educating Rita”is going to be
screened right the way round the world.

Tirst of all you may not lnow we have some
Open Tniversity students overseas. We have
Merchant Seawen whoge course material is
mailed throush the Marines Society,.we have
Servicemen and their relatives, UK‘civilians
in Cyprus, in North Yest Furope and Pelgium,
Germany, Yolland. A total of about 60C in
all, Tn 1982 we had many Servicemen involved
in the Falklands campaign. Ve had about 60
students in the South Atlamtic and we have
one Falklaunds gra’iuate with us today.
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VIDEQ LOCATION RECORDING . = FL,LT, BENN
WALBORE HOTEL - OU GRADUATE ' .owell in oy last year, the Falklands

, happemd and T was greatly involved as a
R ’ Transport Pilot flying all sorts of things
" from I:.ynaha;m down to Ascension Island er
Tﬂ'ﬁh:l;e‘the fighting was going on and just
after the cease—fire I was involved in
sln.u:t:?‘.:l.m:r from Ascension Island dowm to
'“the Falklands. Erm & variety of things er
over a great period. In fact our job is
- still poing on down to the Falklands even
thougli_ghe fiphting stopped a long time ago.
And e]v.i.l._‘sorts of things are going doun,
'ev‘exjythmg from guns to bombs to straw~
berfi@s and cream beer which have been
"donated 'by various companies and if therae's
room on the alrcraft, we generally £111 it
ﬁp with something. But my books have
ttavelled with and er every now and again
come out of my briefecase and er I try and
do Bon_aeth:lng while my co-pilot's flyine
‘the aircraft. Or more penerally while we're
sort of sitting dowm after wa've been
fiyine. Er a wind-down heer or two then
‘away and hava a look at the hooks.

VIDEO RECORDING OF BRUSSELS STUDY  VICE CEANCELLOE V/O
CENTRE BY BELGISHE RADIO BN —
TELEVISIE (Mr, Vendersichel) - Lest year in conjunction with the Rritish

Céﬁncj.i,'w’e._a_tarteﬂ Open University courses
h : forr'ﬁx_residents in Peleoium. Znd last week
I went to Frussels to Inaugurate a scheme

in which Felgium and other Yationals may
bacome gtuéenta of the Open University. Any
nglish spealing resident in Pelgium who'e
prepared te pay the not Inconsiderable
Agsociate Student fee.

VICE CHANCELLCR IN BRUSSELS PO

I think that T would say to begin with that
tym
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VICE CHANCELLOR (Cont'd)
you yourselves and particularly the Belgium

students and students of other
nationalities, that you are unique In a
unique University. You're not the firet

. Open Tmiversity atudents outside the
Tnited Xingdom. Er as vou lknow, the normal
rules of the game are that if you have a
UF. address you can register as an Cpen

. ﬁniversity student and the Tniversity

| genuinely 1s open we don’t require
qualifications. You are the first foreign
students who are residents who are resident
.. overseas. Flrst ones within the Open

| Univeraity so it's to you that I give a
special welcome as well as the the U¥
nationals here tonight. I mipght say

Mr. Ambassador that we don't *now how many
Aritish students there are here tonight

and we don't mow how many there are from
other nationalities because the Cpen
Tmiversity doesn't make make a practice of
agking its students what thelr nationalities
are. The second point is you're what we
call associate students. You're not
repistered gtudents for the uﬁdergraduate
degree, You do our undergraduate courses
one off, one at a time and I lnow that many
of you students studying here last year and
those of you joining us this year will want
to do the MA degree 1f you possibly camn.
It's difficult for us because you're small
nunhers fudged by OU standards, and there
are difficulties for the OU in providing
some of the courses and providing adequate
tutorials. The thing that I've learned very
very quickly is that the Open Tmiversity
system doesn't always export abroad unchanged.

-5-
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WALTON HALL
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VICE (HANCELLOR (Cont'd)

Erm it depends what the houndary conditions

aré, what the basic education of the country
1s whether it's got a good tv radioc network,

the number of people who go forward to
Uhi&ersities and the number 4f people who
need a& second chance later on. We're
particularly dependent for instance on our
University network in the United Kingdom

'becauae we call on our fellow Tmiversitles

to help us with courses, to help us with
tﬁt&rials and that’'s a great help to us.
Put I think the Rrussels scheme clearly does
export more or less as it is and this is
simply hecause you're our students really
as much as any other students in the United
Kingdom at the present time, And I think
you mipght just plance at the papers that
yoﬁ have and you'’il €ind that in the Cpen
Tniversity Northern Regional Guide here for
ingtance, to my astonishment you'll find
Rrussels inbetween the Ambleside and Durham
in fact. So it's very much apart of the er
the North East region surprisingly enough,
VICE CHANCELLOR V/C

So much for Cpen Tmiversity students

abroad hut what abour the influence, the
concept of the Nnen University elsevherae?
I'm always ampze? by the hundred or so
visitors that we get at Milton Reynes who
come to see how the O works from overseas
governmenfs, overseas Institutions and
these vis}te usually result in much advice
and expeftise being passed on or shared.Tn
1982 for example we had about 1500 such
visitors to the Tmiversity and we have an
Internetional office which coordinates these

overseas contacts. Tarticularly those

-
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VICE CHANCELLOR (Cont'd)
“involving formal consultancies which we

" undertake and it works very closely with
the British Council.

And just to give you a picturg of the
countries where we've formally helped
overseas to estallish Opzn Universities
through workshops and seminars, feasibilities
o studies, secondment of steff. These countries
include Iran, India, Pakistan, Venezuela,
Coatd‘aica, Sri Lenke and Thailand. It's
aﬂ'iﬁpreasive 11st. We've also done work
k fot Nigeria and Columbia but they haven't
yet set up their Open Universities, and
there are many other Universities throughout
the world where we've had members of staff
' who"ve helped in a private capacity,
Cermeny, Canada, USA, China, Israel, Spain,

My pfédecesaor, Lord Perry waeg very keen

on this International aspect of the
niversity. He's continued his work throuph
tﬁé tnited Nations University and he's
docﬁmanting the activities of all the
distance learning Universities like
ourselves,

LOED PERRY

The idea underlying all this documentation

is that er it's needed because of the
explosive growth in the number of of er

Open Universities all over the world

because there is a desparate need to exchange.
courses to save spending money on making

the same course over and over again,ta
exchange idens in methods and people. And

Py 8
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TORD_PEERY "(Cont *d)

I started working on this er in the late
70's trying to establish an International

institute of distance learning, though we
couldn't get the money. And when T retired
the Thited Nations University got interested
in it and came and saild would 1 be a
consultant to them and I've heen working
" towards the idea of having an International
Centre under thelr ages hased here In iIn
the documentation centre at the Opemn .
University bhecause we have the the start
of all this and we're beginning to get
computerised records on on the hundreds
of Open University distance learning systems,
The United Matione University is very
‘appropriate hecause its sort it's a
relatively new organisation. It was set up
about eight veara ago with money that was
given by member states in the form of
endowment so that they don't rely on on
annual politically blased er contributions
from member states. And the 1dea was to
work on problems of that were global In
nature with egpeclally to help the third
wotld and thaey started by doing a lot of
research work with units scattered all over
the world. But recently they got interested
in this idea of actually do some education
at a Tniversity and the best wvay they thought
very sengibly was to use this this learning
method and this is why I was brought in and
what I'm trying to do.

VIDEO LOCATION RECORDING VICE CHANCELLOR
WALDORE HOTEL Just one or two other points about our

International work, We've got a separate

Company - Open niversity Educational

. -
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~ VICE CHANCELLGR (Cont'd)
Enterprises wholiy owned by the (U which

markets our materials to non students.
The Company's turnover is about one and a

. half million a year, we translate some

* courses into other languages. For example
the first years of life has been tramslated
into Spanish sold very well overseas
South America.

Another aspect is that we've internationlised

our teaching by obtaining contributions

from academics overseas and I think the most
. obvious example is the under,understanding

space and time course where we collaborated

with.the University of Califormia,

We've got an International Documentation
Centre, we've organised an international
conference on the education of adults, we
run a series of international conferences
on particular subjects. One for instance
‘'recently on motor vehicle design which is
-a particular interest of some of my
Engineering colleagues. Well attended by
Design Engineeras from all over Europe.

- ¥Most recently the BBC's been working with
the British Council putting on a three
month course to teach overseas Producers
about educational television. They operated
the first one this year. 14 participants
from 12 countries including China, Saudi
Arabia, Jamaica, Gembia, Hong Kong.

'So:this is a brief sketch I think of the
- many U, OU activities overseas. We undertake

-this work in the hope of helping overseas

- =Ou
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VICE CHANCELLOR (Cort'd)
countries in developing distance education
1o the way that suits them best.

The initial hope of the University's
Planning Committee was that what happend
at the OU would influence the shape of
education in this-country and thirteen
years after the establishment of the
University, it's extremely satisfying I
think to those of us with an international
view that the influence of the University
has spread well beyond this country. If

I can express a personal view, I hope that
our activities within the European
community will develop very much further
and we might see our own particular brand
of the COpen University concept become more
widely available in Europe beyond the
Brussels pillot scheme,

But if I can return to cur home graduates
and congratulate those on the platform with
me, the 1983 graduates all of them, erm

in this pgrticular year. Thankyou.

JOIN GREENALL

Er would anyone like to ask any questions
whether it's on what the Vice Chancellor's
been talking about or on any other aspect.

MAN FROM PRESS

Er how many agudents are dropping out of
ecourses because they can't afford the fees?

PR, HORLOCK
1 think of the people who are offered places

10—
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DP. FTORLOCE_(Cdnt'd)
iﬁ”fégt, about 407 decline, we think
lafgeiy because of the fee level. Erm
within the courses, within the mumber of
atudents who register, that's where I think

we have m very high success rate the erm
the people who reglstered in the early
years in faet about 69/707 of thoss got
ihfough to graduation in the end.

AN FROM PRESS
To what extent is the Open University
ﬁricing itself out of the market?

' DP. HORLOCK
Erm T think there are two points there that
I would make. First of all as a method of
educating University graduates it is cheap in

comparison with the conventional University
so we're a very cost effective way of
doing it. Erm I've said in recent years
that we're right at the cliff edge as far
' as fees are concerned and if we put the
fees up any for, any further, we would in
fact be pricing ourselves out of the market
and our student numbers would come right
down. I think we're seeing some evidence
of this in the decline rate but at the
I‘lpresent time we're still £11ling the places
_'wg'have on offer in the UK undergraduate
~ programme. Wrm I think that we have made a
.point this last yaar we have pressed this
‘ﬁefy hard that the fees are hizh, many of
you have helped us in making that statement
and this year the fees have gone up by about
the—inflatien—rate—I-wouldn't—say—that

we've won a victory but I think we've made

a point this year that they have gone far

=11~
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" DR. HORLOCK (Cont'd)
eﬁough.

BRIAN BENNETT (OU GRADUATE)
The only thing T would say about the level

of fees as they are at present. I think it
tends to negate the concept of the Open
University of being open cause now it tends
to restrict people who might otherwiss be
ordinary purely becasuse of finaneial cost
of doing it. So you're getting perhaps
people on the shop floor or that sort of
level, who are saying well I just can't
afford it in the present situation.

WQMAN FROM PRESS
Isn't there a danger that you'rzs going to

" bacome 2 more and more middle class
Institution because the 407 is is it's
been shooting up

DR, HORLOCK

Em I think this does worry us, What we're
always anxious to have 1s a spread of people
rigﬁt the way across the community across

if you like all social classes. And there's
some figures in the papers that you've got
in the press pack about the distribution of
students and you can see that man, people

in manual jobs account for about 7% flows
in, office salcs service industry about 15%
and I think that we would feel that that's
not as high a percentage as we would 1ike to
see and we think that the fees are critical
in this...

12~
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WOMAN FRCGM PRESS
Is, is it going down, I mean is the manual

erm Bha:teo soae

DR.  HORLOCK

"It's gone down slightly I think we got up
to sohething 1ike 9 or 10% I think it's
come down a couple of percent over the last

"two or three years,.

WQMAN FRQY PRESS
Axd you do think that's fees

T think it's certainly related to that,

T T should emphasise that we're talking
about the undergraduate courses here. The
cohtiﬁuing education side is is self
finéncing..

MAN FROM PRESS
Isn't there a case for erm the OU to take

more 18-21 year old students particularly
those who are well qualified or show a
péxticular motivation to get a degree and

- haven't been able to get places at er
cofiventional Univergities?

DR, HORLOCE

'We had a long discussion about this and
wa decided margingly against taking 18-231
year olds, I think the afguments against
were that our courges are prepared for
edults for adults to study and erm the
previous experience with er an experiment
I think which Mrs Thatcher indtiated when
she wag Secratary of State showed that the

~13~
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DR. HORLOCF. (Cont'd)
18 year olds who took that course erm

didn't achieve the same success rate, not
the same stickability if you like as mature
people. And I think that's made an impact

on the University and the arguments for
taking them were really just the ones you've
made in your question that erm you know
people turned down from conventional
Universities might have another-cpportunity
here, Er I think it wouldn't surprise me

1f the Universlity had another look at this

in the near future.

MAN FROM PRESS
Sorry just to get one thing straight on

this Belgium experiment. Are you saying
that, I realise it's on the continuing
education side but that it's it's being
implemented without any cost to erm British

places on the courses?

DR. MOPLOCK

Yes it, the cost is what we would call the
marginal cost. What we do is we recover
the cost of adding another student to the
system if you like, a marginal cost.

MAN FRQM PRESS
There are additional places, they're not

places that at the expenmse of Eritish places

DR. HOBLOCTK

.. we're only talking about 100 students
and there were 50 UK nationals in that 100
and about 50 from Belgium and the other

countries.

14~
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MAM -FROM PRESS

" VHF covering, er local radio coverdge and
er scheduling times of shown to be
notorioualy difficult in the past with the
increase of the widening out of prime
viewins time. What er what has the Open
Uni, University done about that and what
affect has it er caused?

- . DR._HORLOCK

Well és far as the tv is concerned, we've
got a very good offer of total time from
the BEC. We have something like 37 hours

I think altogether but they are in odd

_times as you say. We've been I've gpoken
about this before, we've bean squeezed out
of-the two evening slots Into one evening
slot erm we're putting on programmes after
ihe end of BBC 2 because we've lost some
time in the morning to Breakfast Television
as well, Weekénd time is very good. And

er there are some enormous audiences for
0U programmes on Saturday and Sunday
mornings. I mean they, they are comparable
to many BRC 2 conventional prbgraﬁmes.

3 or 400,000 in some cases watching of

 course which is therefore 4 or 5,000

students perhaps. Erm on radic, we've been
putting a2 lot of the material onto
cassettes and what we're coming down to is
erm a limited amount of pood time we hope
but we're very interested in the erm radio
in the 90's programme,In fact what the
BBC is going to do whether they're golng to
have a 4th channel in addition to 1,2,3,
4,
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MAN FROM PRESS
In connection er setting up Open

Universities overseas, er are you saying
that the Open University here would be
prepared to help any country provided that
that country would be prepared to pay a

commercial rate?

DR. HORLOCK

Yes I think that that has to be our
_position really and that's what has been
our position in the past.

JOBN GREENALL DIRECTOR INFORMATION SEFVICES
‘Well shall we close the this session here,
'Very gldd to see Julie Walters here who's
the star with Michael Caine in the forth-
coning €ilm "Educating Rita".We'll have a
break for photos or if you want to talk to
‘people individually. And the bar is now

open I hope.
LOCATION VIDEO RECORDING ' JULIF. WALTEES
WALDORF HOTEL - JULIE WALTERS The story of how I came.to do the play,

PROMOTING FILM "EDUCATING RITAM

well. erm, wall I knew Willy Russell I did,
I worked at the Everyman Theatre in Liver-
pool, that was my first job ever, my first
professional job end he was there as a sort
of new writer as well, So that's how that
‘sort of partmership arose and then he he
wis commlssioned to write a play by the
Royal Shakespeare Company. I think they
‘wanted a great blg sort of musical effort
because he'd done John Paul Ringo and

Fert earlier. And that wes a blg success
you know it was based on the Beatles, that
was a big success in the West End and

oo 16=
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JULIE WALTERS (Cont'd)
everything and I think they were expecting
something like that, Then thls two hender
arrived, you know they were.. I didn't
think they were that pleased with It
actually, it'll probably be the biggest
box office success they've ever had., I
don't know whether that's true but I I

imagine it's nearer it anyway, near the
truth, And erm and he asked me to play it
and that's how it started, And I was
delighted to.

MOSIC

Cleosing Muslic over end of Press Conference
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