
FINAL TRANSCRIPT 

COSTING NO; 

1/FOU F058N 

DURATION: 

2 4 ' 0 0 " 

NOT TO BE TAKE 
FROM THE LI3R 

OPEN UNIVERSITY UBWUBB 

09&k fbBum 82. 
H83 

PKOGRAMME RECORDING NO; 

FPU F058N/71/X 

RECORDING DATE: 

1ST & 25TH FEBRUARY 1983 

1ST TS DATE: 

O P E N F O R U M 

1983 GRADUATE PRESS CONFERENCE' 

Ser ies P roducer . . .P^iger Tucker 

P roduc t i on Ass i s t an t s . . Jane T i l l m a n 

.Anne Pearson 

Sound, H ike Heald 

L i g h t i n g Geoff Have 

PRESS CONFERENCE 
ADDRESS BYs 

DP. JOHN EORLOCK 

OU VICE CHANCELLOR 

6TH MARCH 1053 

/. TRANSCRIPT OF EDITED PROGRAMME 



Opening T i t l e Sequence + Music 

VIDEO LOCATION RECORDING ' 
WALDORF HOTEL - OU -GRADUATES 

\ 

So I e n r o l l e d t o do a BA r e a l l y t o up my 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and t o advance myse l f 

you know i n ray j o t * 

. » . e r t he a c q u i s i t i o n o f t h e degree i s e r 

c e r t a i n l y f*olng t o p robab ly p o i n t me i n a 

e r a b e t t e r ca reer p rospec ts than I have 

a t t h e moment. 

VIVIMHE ItlUKMAN 
. . . I d i d erm an A r t s Foundat ion course 

I n t h e f i r s t year which I found a b s o l u t e l y 

f a s c i n a t i n g and i t r e a l l y i t r e a l l y d i d 

I know I t sounds corny bu t i t r e a l l y d i d 

open up doors f o r me. 

COLIN TIVEY 
. . . . b e c a u s e o f t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y , e r 

I ' v e been a b l e t o f u r t h e r my development 

I n terms o f t e c h n i c a l educa t ion erm so I 

I t h i n k i t ' s i t ' s a superb way o f be ing 

ab le t o s t u d y . 

BALPH COX 
. . . I t h i n k I 'm t oo s e t t l e d i n l i f e now t o 

l ook f o r new ho r i zons bu t I 'm q u i t e p leased 

I ' v e done i t . . . 
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JACQUELINE KEU.Y 

. • • I think I t ' s helped «e to be more 

successful In my press career. I think I t ' s 

given me confidence. I think i t ' s proven 

to employers i f you l i ke that I'm capable 

of using self discipline, that I have drive, 

that X have i n t l a t l v e . . . 

COLIN TITS? 

. . . w i t h a degree, I t c e r t a i n l y g i ves you 

more o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p romot ion . T h a t ' s n o t 

say ing t h a t because you ' ve got a degree 

y o u ' l l pa in a p romot ion , bu t c e r t a i n l y I f 

t h e r e a r e two peop le f o r a j o b , one w i t h a 

degree and one w i t h o u t a degree, then 

o b v i o u s l y t hey would f avou r t h e one w i t h 

t h e degree. 

JACQUELINE KELLY 

. . ♦ . i n t he t ype o f s o c i e t y I n wh ich we l i v e , 

I t h i n k i t ' s t remendously Impor tant t o have 

more than one s t r i n g t o your bow. X t h i n k 

i t ' s g i ven me t he con f idence t o l o o k 

e lsewhere, I t h i n k i t ' s g i ven me t he 

conf idence t o n o t on l y perhaps o n l y l o o k a t 

a ca reer but perhaps t o lead a much 

broader l i f e than I I once l e d . . . 

VTCF CPAHCELtOP 

Can I thank t he j o u r n a l i s t s f o r coming 

today . I t ' s my t h i r d Open U n i v e r s i t y Press 

Conference. The f a c t t h a t you keep coming 

year a f t e r year I t h i n k ' s evidence o f your 

c o n t i n u i n g i n t e r e s t I n t he Open U n i v e r s i t y 

and i t s g raduates . And i t ' s a v e r y 

cons ide rab le encouragement t o a l l o f us t h a t 

you keep on coming. 
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vyCB (HfflCEILCR (ContMQ 
Can I j u s t give you b r i e f l y the s t a t i s t i c s 
of the Univers i ty which you've had from me 
on several occasions. Over 57,000 graduates 
now al together inc lud ing these l a t es t 
resu l t s 6,000 t h i s year. 65,000 under­
graduates, 30,000 cont inuing education 
students, 95,000 registered students 
a l together . Clear ly a very s ign i f i can t 
educational force i n t h i s country. Put I ' ve 
spoken about t h i s aspect on several 
occasions, on these occasions before and 
what I ' d l i k e to do today i s t o break away 
from that usual conventional presentat ion 
over the OH to give you another view of the 
Open Un ivers i ty , the Open Univers i ty across 
the In ternat iona l scene. I ' ve said before 
tha t there are three HK Univers i t ies which 
are t ra i l known abroad, Oxford, Cambridge 
and the Open and I ' d l i k e t o give you some 
background t o tha t statement today i n a 
year when"Educatlng R i t a " l s going to be 
screened r i g h t the way round the wor ld . 

Thirst of a l l you may not know we have some 
Open Univers i ty students overseas. We have 
Merchant Seamen whose course mater ia l I s 
mailed through the Marines Society, we have 
Servicemen and t h e i r r e l a t i v e s , tTK c i v i l i a n s 
i n Cypruss i n North West Furope and Belgium, 
Germany, Hol land. A t o t a l of about 600 i n 
a l l . I n 19B2 we had many Servicemen involved 
i n the Falklands campaign. We had about 60 
students i n the South A t l an t i c and we have 
one Falklands graduate w i t h us today. 
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FL.LT. EEM 

• • v e i l I n my l a s t y e a r , t h e Fa lk lands 

happend and I was g r e a t l y I nvo l ved as a 

t r a n s p o r t P i l o t f l y i n g a l l s o r t s o f t h i n g s 

f rom Lyneham down t o Ascension I s l a n d e r 

w h i l e t h e f i g h t i n g was go ing on and j u s t 

a f t e r t h e c e a s e - f i r e I was I n v o l v e d i n 

s h u t t l i n g f rom Ascension I s l a n d down t o 

t h e F a l k l a n d s , Era a v a r i e t y o f t h i n g s e r 

over a g rea t p e r i o d . I n f a c t our j o b I s 

s t i l l go ing on dorm t o t h e Fa lk lands even 

though t h e f i g h t i n g stopped a l o n g t i m e ago. 

And a l l s o r t s o f t h i n g s a re go ing down, 

e v e r y t h i n g f rom guns t o bombs t o s t r a w ­

b e r r i e s and cream beer wh ich have been 

donated by v a r i o u s companies and i f t h e r e ' s 

room on t h e a i r c r a f t , we g e n e r a l l y f i l l i t 

up w i t h someth ing. But my hooks have 

t r a v e l l e d w i t h and e r every now and aga in 

come o u t o f my b r i e f c a s e and e r I t r y and 

do something w h i l e my c o - p i l o t ' s f l y i n g 

t he a i r c r a f t . Or more g e n e r a l l y w h i l e w e ' r e 

s o r t o f s i t t i n g down a f t e r we 've been 

f l y i n g . Er a wind-down beer o r two then 

away and have a l o o k a t t he books. 

VIDEO RECORDING OF BRUSSELS STUDY 
CENTRE BY BELGISHE RADIO EN 
T E L E V I S I E (Mr< V a n d e r s i c h e l ) 

VICE CRANCEIL03 V/Q 

Las t yea r i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e B r i t i s h 

"•' C o u n c i l , we s t a r t e d Open U n i v e r s i t y courses 

f o r TIE: r e s i d e n t s i n Be lg ium. And l a s t week 

I went t o Brusse ls t o inaugura te a scheme 

i n wh ich Belg ium and o t h e r n a t i o n a l s may 

become s tudents o f t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y . Any 

E n g l i s h speaking r e s i d e n t i n Belgium who** 

prepared t o pay t h e n o t i ncons ide rab le 

Assoc ia te Student f e e . 

VICE CHANCELLOR IN BRUSSELS • ». 

I t h i n k t h a t I would say t o beg in w i t h t h a t 
- A -
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VTCE CHANCELLOR (Cont'd) 

you yourselves and p a r t i c u l a r l y the Belgium 
students and students of other 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s , tha t you are unique i n a 
unique Un ivers i ty , You're not the f i r s t 

. Open Univers i ty students outside the 
United Kingdom. Er as you know, the normal 
ru les of the game are tha t i f you have a 
UK address you can reg is te r as an Open 
Univers i ty student and the Univers i ty 
genuinely i s open we don ' t requi re 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . You are the f i r s t fore ign 
students who are residents who are resident 
overseas. F i r s t ones w i t h i n the Open 
Univers i ty so i t ' s to you tha t T give a 
special welcome as we l l as the the UF. 
nat ionals here ton igh t . I might say 
Mr. Ambassador that we don' t Vnow how many 
B r i t i s h students there are here tonight 
and we don' t know how many there are from 
other n a t i o n a l i t i e s because the Open 
Univers i ty doesn't make make a prac t ice o f 
asking i t s students what t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
a re . The second po in t i s you ' re what we 
c a l l associate students. You're not 
registered students f o r the undergraduate 
degree. You do our undergraduate courses 
one o f f „ one at a time and 1 know tha t many 
of you students studying here l as t year and 
those of you j o i n i n g us t h i s year w i l l want 
to do the BA degree i f you possibly can. 
I t ' s d i f f i c u l t f o r us because you're small 
numbers judged by OU standards, and there 
are d i f f i c u l t i e s fo r the OU i n providing 
some of the courses and providing adequate 
t u t o r i a l s . The t h i n ^ that I ' ve learned very 
very quick ly i s tha t the Open Univers i ty 
system doesn't always export abroad unchanged. 

- 5 -
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Erm i t depends what t he boundary c o n d i t i o n s 

a r e , what t he b a s i c educa t ion o f t h e coun t r y 

i s whether i t ' s got a good t v r a d i o ne two rk , 

t h e number o f people who go fo rward t o 

U n i v e r s i t i e s and t h e number o f people who 

need a second chance l a t e r o n . We ' re 

p a r t i c u l a r l y dependent f o r Ins tance on our 

U n i v e r s i t y network i n t h e Un i ted Kingdom 

because we c a l l on our f e l l o w U n i v e r s i t i e s 

t o h e l p us w i t h courses , t o h e l p us w i t h 

t u t o r i a l s and t h a t ' s a g rea t he lp t o u s . 

?u t I t h i n k t h e Brusse ls scheme c l e a r l y does 

expor t more or l e s s as i t i s and t h i s i s 

s imply because y o u ' r e our s tuden ts r e a l l y 

as much as any o the r s tuden ts i n t h e Un i ted 

Kingdom a t t he p resent t i m e . And I t h i n k 

you might j u s t g lance a t t h e papers t h a t 

you have and y o u ' l l f i n d t h a t i n t h e Open 

U n i v e r s i t y Nor the rn Regional Guide here f o r 

I n s t a n c e , t o my astonishment y o u ' l l f i n d 

Brusse ls inbetween t he Ambleside and Durham 

I n f a c t . So i t ' s v e r y much a p a r t o f t h e e r 

t h e Hor th East r e g i o n s u r p r i s i n g l y enough. 

VICE CHfflCELLOK V /0 

So much f o r Open U n i v e r s i t y s tudents 

abroad but what about t h e i n f l u e n c e , t h e 

concept o f t h e ^ e n U n i v e r s i t y elsewhere? 

I 'm always amazed by t h e hundred o r so 

v i s i t o r s t h a t we get a t M i l t o n Keynes who 

come t o see how t h e OU works f rom overseas 

governments, overseas i n s t i t u t i o n s and 

these v i s i t s u s u a l l y r e s u l t i n much adv ice 

and e x p e r t i s e be ing passed on o r shared,Tn 

1982 f o r example we had about 1500 such 

v i s i t o r s t o t h e U n i v e r s i t y and we have an 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l o f f i c e wh ich coo rd ina tes these 

overseas c o n t a c t s . P a r t i c u l a r l y those 

- 6 -



VICE CHANCELLOR. (Cont 'd ) 

I n v o l v i n g f o r m a l consu l t anc i es which we 

under take and I t works v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h 

" t h e B r i t i s h C o u n c i l . 

And j u s t t o g i v e you a p i c t u r e o f t h e 

c o u n t r i e s where we 've f o r m a l l y he lped 

overseas t o e s t a M i s h Open U n i v e r s i t i e s 

th rough workshops and seminars , f e a s i b i l i t i e s 

s t u d i e s , secondment o f s t a f f . These c o u n t r i e s 

Inc lude I r a n , I n d i a , P a k i s t a n , Venezuela, 

Costa R i c a , S r i Lanka and T h a i l a n d . I t ' s 

an impress ive l i s t . We've a l s o done work 

f o x ' N i g e r i a and Columbia b u t t hey h a v e n ' t 

y e t se t up t h e i r Open U n i v e r s i t i e s . And 

t he re are many o the r U n i v e r s i t i e s th roughout 

t he w o r l d where we 've had members o f s t a f f 

who've he lped i n a p r i v a t e c a p a c i t y , 

Germany, Canada, USA, Ch ina , I s r a e l , Spa in . 

My predecessor , Lord Pe r r y was v e r y keen 

on t h i s I n t e r n a t i o n a l aspect o f t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y . He 's cont inued h i s work th rough 

t h e Un i ted Nat ions U n i v e r s i t y and h e ' s 

documenting t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f a l l t h e 

d i s t ance l e a r n i n g U n i v e r s i t i e s l i k e 

ourse lves • 

EOPP PBERY 

the idea u n d e r l y i n g a l l t h i s documentat ion 

i s t h a t e r i t ' s needed because o f t he 

e x p l o s i v e growth i n t h e number o f o f e r 

Open U n i v e r s i t i e s a l l over t h e w o r l d 

because t h e r e i s a desparate need t o exchange. 

courses t o save spending money on making 

t h e same course over and over a g a i n , t o 

exchange Ideas i n methods and peop le . And 

*»7_ 
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UPRU PESRT ' (Cont 'd ) 

I s t a r t e d work ing on t h i s e r i n t h e l a t e 

70*s t r y i n g t o e s t a b l i s h an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

i n s t i t u t e o f d i s t ance l e a r n i n g , though we 

c o u l d n ' t ge t t h e money. And when I r e t i r e d 

t h e Un i ted Nat ions U n i v e r s i t y got i n t e r e s t e d 

i n i t and came and s a i d would I be a 

consu l t an t t o them and I ' v e been work ing 

' towards t h e Idea o f hav ing an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Centre under t h e i r apes based here i n I n 

the 'documenta t ion cen t re a t t he Open 

U n i v e r s i t y because we have t h e t h e s t a r t 

o f a l l t h i s and w e ' r e beg inn ing t o get 

computer ised records on on t he hundreds 

o f Open U n i v e r s i t y d i s tance l e a r n i n g systems* 

The Un i ted Nat ions U n i v e r s i t y i s v e r y 

a p p r o p r i a t e because i t s s o r t i t ' s a 

r e l a t i v e l y net? o r g a n i s a t i o n * I t was se t up 

about e i g h t years ago w i t h money t h a t was 

g iven by member s t a t e s I n t h e form o f 

endowment so t h a t t hey d o n ' t r e l y on on 

annual p o l i t i c a l l y b iased e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

f rom member s t a t e s . And t h e idea was t o 

work on problems o f t h a t were g l o b a l i n 

n a t u r e w i t h e s p e c i a l l y t o h e l p t h e t h i r d 

wo r l d and they s t a r t e d by do ing a l o t o f 

research work w i t h u n i t s s c a t t e r e d a l l over 

t he w o r l d . But r e c e n t l y t hey got I n t e r e s t e d 

I n t h i s i dea o f a c t u a l l y do some educat ion 

a t a U n i v e r s i t y and t h e best way they thought 

v e r y s e n s i b l y was t o use t h i s t h i s l e a r n i n g 

method and t h i s i s why I was brought i n and 

what I 'm t r y i n g t o d o . 

VIDEO LOCATION RECORDING VICE CHAKCELLOI? 
WALDORF HOTEL J u s t o n e o r t w o o t h e r p o i n t s about our 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l work . We've got a separate 

Company - Open U n i v e r s i t y Educa t iona l 
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VICE CHANCELLOR (Cont'd) 
Enterprises wholly owned by the CO which 
markets our mater ia ls to non students. 
The Company's turnover i s about one and a 
ha l f m i l l i o n a year, we t rans la te some 

'courses i n to other languages. For example 
the f i r s t years of l i f e has been t ranslated 
i n to Spanish sold very we l l overseas 
South America. 

Another aspect i s tha t we've in te rne t ion l i sed 
our teaching by obtaining cont r ibut ions 
from academics overseas and I t h ink the most 

. obvious example i s the under,understanding 
space and time course where we col laborated 
w i th the Univers i ty of Ca l i f o rn ia . 

We've got an In te rna t iona l Documentation 
Centre, we've organised an in te rna t iona l 
conference on the education of adu l ts , we 
run a series of In te rna t iona l conferences 
on par t i cu la r subjects. One f o r instance 
recent ly on motor veh ic le design which i s 
a pa r t i cu la r in te res t of some of my 
Engineering colleagues. Well attended by 
Design Engineers from a l l over Europe. 

Most recent ly the BBC's been working w i t h 
the B r i t i s h Council pu t t ing on a three 
month course t o teach overseas Producers 
about educational t e l e v i s i o n . They operated 
the f i r s t one t h i s year. 14 par t i c ipan ts 
from 12 countr ies Including China, Saudi 
Arabia, Jamaica, Gambia, Hong Kong* 

So: t h i s i s a b r i e f sketch X th ink of the 
. many u*B OU a c t i v i t i e s overseas. We undertake 

t h i s work i n the hope of helping overseas 

- 9 -
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V lCg CHANCEELOR (Con t 'd ) 

c o u n t r i e s I n deve lop ing d i s tance educat ion 

I n t h e way t h a t s u i t s them b e s t . 

The i n i t i a l hope o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s 

P lann ing Committee was t h a t what happend 

a t t h e 0V would i n f l u e n c e t h e shape o f 

educat ion I n t h i s - c o u n t r y and t h i r t e e n 

years a f t e r t h e es tab l ishment of t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y , i t ' s ex t remely s a t i s f y i n g X 

t h i n k t o those o f us w i t h an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

v iew t h a t t he i n f l u e n c e o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y 

has spread w e l l beyond t h i s coun t ry * I f 

I can express a persona l v i e w , I hope t h a t 

our a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n t h e European 

community w i l l develop v e r y much f u r t h e r 

and we might see our own p a r t i c u l a r brand 

o f t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y concept become more 

w i d e l y a v a i l a b l e i n Europe beyond t he 

Brusse ls p i l o t scheme. 

But I f I can r e t u r n t o our home graduates 

and c o n g r a t u l a t e those on t h e p l a t f o r m w i t h 

me, t h e 1983 graduates a l l o f them, erm 

i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r yea r . Thankyou. 

J03N GREENALL 

Er would anyone l i k e t o ask any ques t ions 

whether i t ' s on what t he V ice C h a n c e l l o r ' s 

been t a l k i n g about o r on any o the r aspec t . 

MAN FROM PRESS 

Er how many s tudents a re dropp ing ou t o f 

courses because they c a n ' t a f f o r d t h e fees? 

BR; H0RL0CK 

I t h i n k o f t h e people who a re o f f e r e d p laces 

- 1 0 -
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DR. gQELOCK (Cdnt 'd ) 

i n f a c t , about 40% d e c l i n e , we t h i n k 

l a r g e l y because o f t h e f ee l e v e l . Hrm 

w i t h i n t he courses , w i t h i n t h e number o f 

s tudents who r e g i s t e r , t h a t ' s where X t h i n k 

we have a v e r y h i g h success r a t e t h e erm 

t h e people who r e g i s t e r e d i n t he e a r l y 

years i n f a c t about 69/70? o f those got 

th rough t o g radua t i on I n t h e end. 

MM FROM PRESS 

To what ex ten t i s t he Open U n i v e r s i t y 

p r i c i n g i t s e l f ou t o f t he market? 

PR. 1IQRL0GZ 

Erm X t h i n k t h e r e a re two p o i n t s t h e r e t h a t 

X would make. F i r s t o f a l l as a method o f 

educat ing U n i v e r s i t y graduates i t i s cheap i n 

comparison w i t h the conven t i ona l U n i v e r s i t y 

so w e ' r e a v e r y cos t e f f e c t i v e way o f 

do ing i t . Erm I ' v e sa id I n recen t years 

t h a t w e ' r e r i g h t a t t h e c l i f f edge as f a r 

as fees a re concerned and i f we p u t t h e 

fees up any f o r , any f u r t h e r , wa would i n 

f a c t be p r i c i n g ourse lves out o f t he market 

and our s tudent numbers would come r i g h t 

down. X t h i n k w e ' r e seeing some evidence 

o f t h i s i n t he d e c l i n e r a t e bu t a t t h e 

present t ime w e ' r e s t i l l f i l l i n g t he p laces 

we have on o f f e r i n t h e UK undergraduate 

programme. Brm I t h i n k t h a t we have made a 

p o i n t t h i s l a s t year we have pressed t h i s 

v e r y hard t h a t t he fees a r e h i g h , many o f 

you have helped us i n making t h a t statement 

and t h i s year t h e fees have gone up by about 

t h e i n f l a t i o n r a t e * I w o u l d n ' t say t h a t 

we 've won a v i c t o r y but I t h i n k w e V e made 

a p o i n t t h i s year t h a t t hey have gone f a r 



DR. HOELOCK (Con t 'd ) 

enough. 

BRIAN BENNETT (OU GRADUATE) 

The o n l y t h i n g I would say about t h e l e v e l 

o f fees as they a re a t p resen t . I t h i n k i t 

tends t o negate t h e concept o f t he Open 

U n i v e r s i t y o f be ing open cause now I t tends 

t o r e s t r i c t people who might o the rw ise be 

o r d i n a r y p u r e l y because o f f i n a n c i a l cos t 

o f do ing i t . So y o u ' r e g e t t i n g perhaps 

people on t h e shop f l o o r or t h a t s o r t o f 

l e v e l , who are say ing w e l l I j u s t c a n ' t 

a f f o r d i t I n t he present s i t u a t i o n . 

WOMAN FROM PRESS 

I s n ' t t h e r e a danger t h a t y o u ' r e go ing t o 

become a more and more m idd le c l ass 

I n s t i t u t i o n because t h e 40% i s i s i t ' s 

been shoo t ing up 

DR. KORLOCK 

Erm I t h i n k t h i s does wor ry u s . What w e ' r e 

always anxious t o have i s a spread o f people 

r i g h t t he way across t he community across 

i f you l i k e a l l s o c i a l c l a s s e s . And t h e r e ' s 

some f i g u r e s i n t h e papers t h a t you ' ve got 

i n t he press pack about t he d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

s tudents and you can see t h a t man, peop le 

i n manual j o b s account f o r about 7% f l ows 

i n , o f f i c e sa les s e r v i c e I n d u s t r y about 15% 

and I t h i n k t h a t we would f e e l t h a t t h a t ' s 

not as h i g h a percentage as we would l i k e t o 

see and we t h i n k t h a t t h e fees are c r i t i c a l 

i n t h i s . . . 
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ttCMAS FROM PRESS 
I s , I s i t go ing down, X mean i s t h e manual 

erm s h a r e * • • • 

DR. HORLOCK 

I t ' s ' g o n e down s l i g h t l y I t h i n k we go t up 

t o something l i k e 9 o r 10% I t h i n k i t ' s 

come down a coup le o f percent over t h e l a s t 

two o r t h r e e y e a r s . , 

WQCAH FRCEJ PRESS 
Aid you do t h i n k t h a t ' s fees 

DR. HOKLOCK 

I t h i n k i t ' s c e r t a i n l y r e l a t e d t o t h a t . 

I I should emphasise t h a t w e ' r e t a l k i n g 

about t he undergraduate courses h e r e . The 

c o n t i n u i n g educa t ion s i de i s i s s e l f 

f i n a n c i n g . * 

MAN FROM PRESS 
I s n ' t t h e r e a case f o r erm t he OU t o take 

more 18-21 year o l d s tudents p a r t i c u l a r l y 

those who a re w e l l q u a l i f i e d o r show a 

p a r t i c u l a r m o t i v a t i o n t o get a degree and 

haven ' t been ab le t o get p laces a t e r 

conven t i ona l U n i v e r s i t i e s ? 

PR. HORLOCK 

We had a l ong d i s c u s s i o n about t h i s and 

wa decided marg ing l y aga ins t t a k i n g 18-21 

year o l d s . I t h i n k t he arguments aga ins t 

were t h a t our courses a re prepared f o r 

a d u l t s f o r a d u l t s t o s tudy and erm t h e 

p rev ious exper ience w i t h e r an experiment 

X t h i n k which Mrs Thatcher i n i t i a t e d when 

she was Secre ta ry o f S ta te showed t h a t t he 
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DR. HORLOCK (Cont 'd ) 

18 year o l d s who t o o k t h a t course erm 

d i d n ' t ach ieve t he same success r a t e , no t 

t h e same s t i c k a b i l i t y I f you l i k e as mature 

peop le . And I t h i n k t h a t ' s made an Impact 

on t he U n i v e r s i t y and t h e arguments f o r 

t a k i n g them were r e a l l y j u s t t h e ones you ' ve 

made i n your ques t i on t h a t erm you know 

people t u rned down f rom conven t i ona l 

U n i v e r s i t i e s might have a n o t h e r - o p p o r t u n i t y 

he re . Er I t h i n k i t w o u l d n ' t s u r p r i s e me 

i f t he U n i v e r s i t y had another l o o k a t t h i s 

i n t he near f u t u r e . 

M/JJ FROM PRESS 

Sor ry j u s t t o get one t h i n g s t r a i g h t on 

t h i s Belgium exper iment . Are you say ing 

t h a t , I r e a l i s e i t ' s on t h e c o n t i n u i n g 

educat ion s i de hu t t h a t i t ' s i t ' s be ing 

implemented w i t h o u t any cos t t o erm B r i t i s h 

p laces on t he courses? 

DR. HOPXOCK 

Tes I t , t he cos t i s what we would c a l l t he 

marg ina l c o s t . What we do i s we recover 

t h e cos t o f adding another s tuden t t o t h e 

system i f you l i k e , a ma rg ina l c o s t . 

M M FRCM PRESS 

There a re a d d i t i o n a l p l a c e s , t hay^ re n o t 

p laces t h a t a t t he expense o f B r i t i s h p laces 

DR. HORLOSK 

. . . w e ' r e on l y t a l k i n g about 100 s tudents 

and t h e r e were 50 UK n a t i o n a l s i n t h a t 100 

and about 50 f rom Belgium and t h e o the r 

c o u n t r i e s . 
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Hfflg-FROM PRESS 

VHP c o v e r i n g , e r l o c a l r a d i o coverage and 

e r schedu l ing t imes o f shown t o be 

n o t o r i o u s l y d i f f i c u l t I n t h e pas t w i t h the 

inc rease o f t he w iden ing ou t o f pr ime 

v i ew ing t i m e . What e r what has t h e Open 

U n l , U n i v e r s i t y done about t h a t and what 

a f f e c t has i t e r caused? 

DR. HORLOCK 

W e l l as f a r as t h e t v i s concerned, we 've 

got a v e r y good o f f e r o f t o t a l t i m e f rom 

t h e BBC. We have something l i k e 37 hours 

I t h i n k a l t o g e t h e r but they a r e i n odd 

t imes as you say. We've been I ' v e spoken 

about t h i s b e f o r e , we 've bean squeezed out 

o f t h e two evening s l o t s i n t o one evening 

s l o t erm w e ' r e p u t t i n g on programmes a f t e r 

t he end o f BBC 2 because we've l o s t some 

t ime i n t he morning t o B reak fas t T e l e v i s i o n 

as w e l l . Weekend t ime i s v e r y good. And 

e r t h e r e a re some enormous audiences f o r 

OU programmes on Saturday and Sunday 

morn ings. I maan t h e y , they a re comparable 

t o many BBC 2 conven t i ona l programmes. 

3 o r 400,000 I n some cases watch ing o f 

course wh ich i s t h e r e f o r e 4 o r 5,000 

s tudents perhaps. Erm on r a d i o , we 've been 

p u t t i n g a l o t o f t h e m a t e r i a l onto 

casse t tes and what w e ' r e coming down t o i s 

erm a l i m i t e d amount o f good t i m e we hope 

bu t w e ' r e v e r y i n t e r e s t e d I n t h e erm r a d i o 

i n t he 9 0 ' s programme.In f a c t what t he 

BBC i s go ing t o do whether t h e y ' r e go ing t o 

have a 4 t h channel i n a d d i t i o n t o 1 , 2 , 3 , 

4 . 
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MAS FROM PRESS 

I n connec t ion e r s e t t i n g up Open 

U n i v e r s i t i e s overseas, e r a r e you say ing 

t h a t t he Open U n i v e r s i t y here would be 

prepared t o he lp any coun t r y p rov ided t h a t 

t h a t c o u n t r y would be prepared t o pay a 

commercial r a t e? 

LOCATION VIDEO RECORDING 
WALDORF HOTEL - JULIE WATERS 
PROMOTING FILM "EDUCATING RITA" 

DR. HORLOCK 

Yes I t h i n k t h a t t h a t has t o be our 

p o s i t i o n r e a l l y and t h a t ' s what has been 

our p o s i t i o n i n t he p a s t . 

JOHN GREENALL DIRECTOR INFORMATION SEPPICES 

We l l s h a l l we c lose the t h i s sess ion he re . 

Very g l a d t o see J u l i e Wa l te rs here w h o ' * 

t h e s t a r w i t h Michael Caine i n t h e f o r t h ­

coming f i l m "Educat ing R i t a " .We111 have a 

break f o r photos o r i f you want t o t a l k t o 

people I n d i v i d u a l l y , And t h e bar i s now 

open I hope. 

JULIE WALTERS 

The s t o r y o f how I came.to do t he p l a y , 

w e l l , erm, w a l l I knew W i l l y Russe l l I d i d , 

I worked a t t h e Everyman Theat re I n L i v e r ­

p o o l , t h a t was my f i r s t j o b ever 9 my f i r s t 

p r o f e s s i o n a l j o b and he was t h e r e as a s o r t 

o f new w r i t e r as w e l l . So t h a t ' s how t h a t 

s o r t o f p a r t n e r s h i p arose and then he he 

was commissioned t o w r i t e a p l a y by t h e 

Royal Shakespeare Company. I t h i n k they 

wanted a g rea t b i g s o r t o f mus i ca l e f f o r t 

because h e ' d done John Paul Ringo and 

Be r t e a r l i e r . And t h a t was a b i g success 

you know i t was based on t h e B e a t l e s , t h a t 

was a b i g success i n t he West End and 
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JULIE WALTERS (Con t 'd ) 

e v e r y t h i n g and I t h i n k t hey ware expec t ing 

something l i k e t h a t . Then t h i s two bander 

a r r i v e d , you know they were. • X d i d n ' t 

t h i n k t hey were t h a t p leased w i t h I t 

a c t u a l l y , I t ' l l p robab l y be t h e b i gges t 

box o f f i c e success t h e y ' v e ever had. I 

d o n ' t know whether t h a t ' s t r u e but I I 

imagine I t ' s neare r I t anyway, near t h e 

t r u t h , And erra and he asked me t o p l a y I t 

and t h a t ' s how i t s t a r t e d . And X was 

d e l i g h t e d t o . 

MUSIC 

C los ing Music over end o f Press Conference 

SOUND 

MIKE HEALD 

L i g h t i n g 

GEOFF MWE 

Producer 

ROGER TUCKER 

A Produc t i on f o r The Open U n i v e r s i t y 

BBC t v 
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