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OPENING MUSIC

WIINE BRINDIE
(v/0)

The 1982 setting for Walton Hall - the very heazt of

the Open University. 4 far cry from its eappearance in
1969, The delapidated hall stood emid fields and
woodlands secluded to the point of belng forgotien.

The cnly other building on the esitate -~ the 14th century
St. Michasll's Church -~ was equelly in need of
restoration and only in ooccaslonal use,

The overgrown drive seemed an unlikely approach to a
new and Open University.

The first task was to make the hall weatherproof and
hebitable, whilst over on the west side low rise blocks
were being built for the first scademic staff elready
involved in producing the first foumdation courses. All
new building wes to be in brick - relatively cheap and
evelleble straight from the Bedfordshire Kilns nearby,

The second priority wes to provide temporary
accommodation for the library, an essemtial backup for
academios working under pressure,

There were few concessions to architectural siyle -
rapid consiruotion end basic convenisnce were the order
of the day.

Fowmdations wers elready appesring for the laboratories -
urgently needed to develop the first home experiment
kits for the sclence foundation course,

The only planning protection was given to the Rose
Garden at the side of the hall and the mature trees on
the estate,

The ball itself had a special destiny after lts
restoration = to house +the top people.

Some minor refurbishing ~f the entrance hall ocreated &
main reception erea, TUnchanged but beautifully restored
wag the original 19th century, finely carved, ocak
gtaircase; this led to the principal offices on the
first flcor for the Vice~Chencellor, the University
Seoretery and thelr supporting staff,

The first ocrasion to ettract the Press to Welton Hall
was the visit of Lord Mowmtbatien, who was invited to
open the now completed new bulldings, which wore

a.lrea.dy in use. He wa-a received by the Open Unive:caity's

Chairmen of the Plam.ing Commi'btee, Sixr Pe‘ber ‘U’em.bles,
end the Vice~Chancelloz.
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WYNNE BRIVNDIE
(v/0)

LORD CROWTHER

LORD MOUNTBATTEN

WYNNE BRINDIE
(v/0)

The Minister given wesponsibility by Harold Wilson for
lawnching the Tniversity - Jennie ILee ~ was among the
Zuests,

Lord Mountbatten, Pro-~Chancellor, Vice~Chancellor, my
Lords ladies and Gentlemen., We are met here this
morning o mark the formal completion of the first
phase of the constructiocn of thls permanent home for
the Opem University. Now it might at first sight seem
odd that an institution whose habitat is the air,
which only nexrowly escaped being called the Tniversity
of the Air should need a local habitation as well as a
name, I suppose that when the idea of an Open
University was first moated the natural assumption might
haye been that it would acoupy a few floors of some
anonimous office bullding in London., Thet mey have been
the natural assumptlon but it was clearly the wrong
one, Ve are not a society for the propogation of this
or for the abolition of that; we are, we wlll be and
we are, one of the great permanent institutions of the
country, and though our nature is inevitebly largely
asrial, electronic, invisible, we must put down a tow
on earth somewhere,

it
We count/a great privilege to be able t» have admiral
of the fleet Lord Mowuntbetten of Burma te perform this
dedicatlon ceremony for us., We are greatly honoured
by his presence. Lord Mounitbatten, (APPIATSE)

Mr Chancellor, lMr Pro~Chancellor, Mr Vice-~Chancellor,
Ladies and Gentlemen. I @m indeed honoured to be
Invited to open the Open University but it is first
puzzle, how one could meke an open University more open
than it's name already implies, But I gather it is the
buildings that house the staff and the means of
dissemination of programmes that are to be opened today
end T am proud to perform the opening cersmony,

This is & test of technology, wlll the strings work,
%PULIS STRTNGS AND CURTAINS OPEN REVEALING PLAQUE)
APPTAUSE)

The compus continued to grow rapidly during 1971 and 72.
1973 saw the next building ceremony, this ‘time
involving Jemnis Lee herself, the laying of the
foundation stone of the new library, which was to bear
har name,



LORD FERRY

JENNTE LEE
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Lady Lee, Tadies and Gentlemem, It's certainly true
that since we came t¢ this couwntry house in February 1S
it hes seen a fair number of changes. I think we
preserved the house raether well, in fact, I think we
improved it a bit but we certainly surrounded it with
buildings on almost all sides, I think it's a
remexrkable feature of these surrownding buildings that
all the new blocks put up bave melted into the
backgroumd without offending against the ambience of
thig very niloe, little country estate, and for thet we
are indebted, very greatly indebted, te cur architeots,
Brien Drew, to ell the consultents who worked with the
architecta threugh these years and not least te the
contractors, Messrs, Lovells and thelr staff who have
in fact won the contract for all the buildings we put
up on the campus. Some of their staff that I meet day
by day have faces very much more familiar t6 me than
meny of my academic colleagues (LAUGHTER). The buildin
progragme of the Opem University when we ceame here firs
was divided into varieus pheses., The first phese in
bulldings was te previde & sort ef heme for these eof us
who came here first end it consisted of what is now the
Arts Building, the Aris Faculty!s bullding, the refectc
and the Preparation Iaba at the back,
Fhasge two of ocur bullding programme wasn't so much &
home as & factory and perhaps in thet sense wes net a
commen sort of bullding for a University to have end it
vas allowed to come inte existence, pilecemeal, bit by
blt, without any beating of drume and ceremonial
occeasion,
The third phase of bulldings which consisted of the
laborztories and the library, are muoh more the
embodiment in bricks and morter of the scholership of
the University and therefore it seems appropriate agair
to mark the, the leying ef the foundation stone of this
library with a ceremony, a small ceremony this morning,
and it was I think with aclaim in every sectlon of the
University thet it was agreed that the library should
be called the Jermie Lee Library, and it is therefore
with very particular pleasure because Jennie holds a
speciel place in all our hearts that I invite her to
lay the foundation stone this morning,
(APPIAUSE)

Vice=Chanoellor, fellow students, fellew dons, fellow
workers 2ll...Befere I show my skill as a bricklayer,
I would just like ‘o say this; coming down here reocalls
for me ag it does for meny others the mud right wp to
your eyebrows of these firat years end I lmow that
around here today there are pioneers 'e pioneesrs,
There are some of you of course who ceme on later,
youlve had 1t easier but it really is wonderful +o0 ocome
to a University which has very much its «fn distinctive
amblenoe and I dontt know whether it's an eccident or
good luck that the men who heve been doing the actual
bullding always seem to be so helpful., And, you lknow,
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JENNIE LEE (pontd)

WYNNE BRINDIS

(v/0)

-

nobody loves my friends Jane Drew and Mazwell Fxy more
then I do but Jame!s a bit of a dictator, that's why
we were so delighted that Jane and Max should be in -
charge of the architecture because as you kmow we were
fighting time, we were really fighting time to get 1o

a certain stage; and so it was really wonderful to be
able to come here and to say !thank you! tn architects,
t¢ bullders, to staff, students of every kind., I think
all my 1ife has been marked by libraries that I've
loved end I hope that the library now begimming will
give great happiness, great excliement, great sense of
intellectusl and sesthetlc adventure to every kind of
student whotll be using it.

I thank you very much Vice~Chancellor, ii's e very
special honour for me t0 be here today and to have the
privilege of now sesing how good e bricklayer I could be.
(APPTAUSE)

The following six years sew & series of new buildings
for staff meny of whom hed been housed in temporary
prefabs, Then in 1979, to merk the 10th enniversary of
the University cvame +the grestest momemt of all - a
vislt by Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh to tour the ocampus, which wes decked out as
never before,

(CROWD TATKING AND APPLAUDING)

The Operations Bullding which the Queen and the Duke
are entering houses several key depariments involved in
the production of studenis! couras materials,

The Deslgn Studio 1s responsible for designing the
artwork and layout for most of the printed course units,
the supplementary materials and other University
publications., Desligners and illustretors work cleésely
with academic members of the course teams -~ and editors
from the University's Publishing Division, who are
housed In offices on the floor above,

(BACKGROTND TAIXTNG)

Annther section vislted by the Queen and the Duke was
the Student Records O0ffice, It's here that details of
students! progress and coples of all relevant documents
ars stored on microfiche. The information is &lso keyed
into the 0,U. computer!s memory store and thls can be
called up on visual Algplay unlts.

(CIAPPING AND MUMBLING)

e




WYNNE BRINDIE
(v/0)
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By May 1982 much of the original 70 acres of park lend
hed been covered with new bulldings or layed out for
University activities,

There 18 now a complete ringroad and cer parks have
been provided. The walled garden hes been preserved and
is used a8 & nursexy for plants end flowers,

To the north of Walton bell there are still many tamporaray
buildings providing offizes for Soclal Sciences,
Technolegy end Sclence facullty staff,

There 1s also the maln boiler house and the estates
offices ~ both permenent buildings, The triangular
pley lewn is f%ﬁethe Univeraity!s Creche whose building
ig adjacent to row of portable office cabins,

The big new crucliform complex &t the north eastem
comer of the campus is the Venables Building, which
provides spaclous new leboratories; animal houses and
offices for -the Science end Teckmolegy faculiies,.

There is & new wing dlagenally joining the arms of the
cross, providing yel more offices.

The gressed aree separates the Venables building from
the biggest complex of 2ll, which is the new BEBC

Open University Production Centre, The large square
block with it's meny skylights conteins the television
and radio studios with their ancillery technical
facilities, including, scenery, videotepe and film
areas,

Extending from the western end of this is the T-shaped
office block providing the 400 BBC staff with offices
end a restaurant.

Aoross the mein axis of Walton drive is the Jemmie Lee
libraxry and the earliest faculty office blocks,

And 1t was slong Walton Drive on May 14th 1982 that a
large Rolls Royce with permant flying brought Hls Royal
Higmess the Prince of Wales from the new Milton Keynes
railway stetion up to the porch of Walton Hall, where
he was received by Dr John Herleck, Lord Perry's
successor as Vice-~Chancellor, and the Chairmen of +the
BBC Governers, Mr George Howard,

(CBEARTNG CROWD)
There were two main reasons for the Princets wisit:
to0 receove the Henorary Degree of Dootor of the

University and to tour the new BBC Production Centxe
and perform the formal opening,

(CROWD NOISE AND APPIAUSE)

The Production Centre had been in full use for 8 mooths
but had ewelited & formal opening by His Royal Highness.
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WYNHE BRINDIE
(v/0)

GEORGE BOWAHRD

HRE FRINCE OF WAILES

WINNE BRINDI&

(v/0)
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In the main receptien area he met Lord Perry, after
vhom the bullding was to be named. He wes welcomed by
the BBC Chairmen,

The BBC is indeed very proud that your Royal Highmess
has come here today to declare this building formally
open.

May I ask you Sir, now to unvell this plagque,

Mr Chalrman, iadles and Gentlemen. I've had a brief but
interesting teur of the new producticn studios and
managed t< make & somewhat unscheduled, I suspect,
visit to the Specilel Effects deparwent, which had
erected scme ominous looking, it wasn't a Petradacta,
seme svch bird cerrying a child underneath it wrapped
up in something which loeked rather interesting.

But I also locked a1t the other studios which you have
and obvieusly they are extremely effective and they've
maneged to move all the equipment that wesn't burnt,

I hear, from Alexandra Palece down to the new studies
here,

So; it gives me great pleasure to umveil this plague
and to name this building after Loxrd Perry which I hope,
as he seys or as his wife says, will remnin stending,

(INVEILS PLAQUE THEN APPLAUSE)

During 1ts thirteen years of life there have been a
mmber of occasions specifically Intended te encourage
atudents to visit the heedquariers of their

University - although they are not normelly users of it.
These are the Open Days of which the most recent was

in J'[me 19820

Students and their femilies are able to tour the
bulldings tc look at the exhibitiens and displays
mounted by deparitments of each faculty.,

Research greups set up demenstrations of their work and
here in the Venables Building there was & comprehensive
shop window fer Earth Science activities,

An electronic display in this area demonstrates satelllte
image processing., It's used as en a&id in geologlcal
mapping and interpretation o»f structures. It uses
orbitting satellites tn acquire date about surface
brightness In four different spectural bends.
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DR STEVE DRUEY Tow ean any of you recegnise whet thet might be. Yeu
should be able to get a sort of slightly 3-D effect
frem thet from the shadews

WOMAN (MUMBLING) A orater en the moen.

DR STEVE DRURY It's in fact, it!'s @ volcanic crater in the Himalayas,
g0 you!re preity clese to it, it's a crater.
You know, you could use that plcture as a sort of basge
map line structured, where it weuld proove very useful.
One of my colleagues has been using it in a different
mould in the old man,

(EXTERIOR ATMOS. BIHDS, MUSIC)

WINNE BRINDIE Walton Church has now been carefully restored by the

(v/0) University who have acquired it for use as a meeting
place for discussion end the Arts., On Open Day there
were two cancerts being given there.

In the Soclal Scilences area thers were displays related
to the work of the Faculty'!s discipline and research
groups, Psychology has a project designed to help
students overcome their fear of computers,

DR MARC EISERISTADT But, they're interested in this kind of thing 'ces
theytre always interested in 'use your friendly computer?,

DON FEASEY Yes, now cen you explain that because I'm not quite sure
vhat +this word reslly mesns, you know, use your friendly
computers, I mean, make your best friend yeur cemputer,
sort of stuff,

DR MARC EISENSTADT Right. Well, the idez is to get eway from the daunting
or intimidating aspect of computing; typically if you
are a novice computer user and you type something into
the computer and make a slight mistake, it comes back
¢ you with gome questien mark, 1t seys 'syntax error!
or lexror 403! or whatever, which is very frightening,
very threatening, and what we want to do is let the
computer that you're speaking to or that yeu're typing
4o have a bit of common sense so that 1t could do
exactly what you or I would do if you made a +txrivial
error, triviel typing misteks in a message that you
sen'l: to me, I wouldn't compla-in a.bou‘b it &nd 'hh:mw 'l:he

ma.ke Bense of wha"h you send, I would a.pply my own
common SenSe. So we write -cemputer programmes that try

4o bulld in seme of that common semse, and that's what we
mean by use your friendly_,;%g'_s that ldnd of eocmmon sense.

]
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DON FEASEY

GRAHAM COOFER

JEANETTE
CUNNINGHAM~-GREEN

JILL BECKETT

ELTZABETH NORTON

IVONNE MILLS

- MR MILIS

JILL BECEKETT

BOY
(Milia' son)
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What'B yeur improcsion of the campus? Is this your
fimat visi'b? .

It 18 my first visit yes,; and 1% secmed very- s‘kranse
when you firs{ arrived, you don't know where t0. g0 ang. g
you stru.ggle with the map and you find the bar. and 'hhdp
resteurant and things look brighier atmight away

Well, when we first axrived we both 'l;hough'l: 1t vaa
like exviving et summer school -~ and you didn'4 thi.ﬁk
you lnew anybody and it seemed rether strange, emd
then you recognise pecple,

I'm very impressed. I expeoted it %o be mach blesker
then it is but I really like the layout of the eampus,
I think it's very pleasant indeed. '

Itts so Ixpe, I thought it would ¢nly be me ox two
buildings and when I came I thought I would see the -
people I knew straight cway but Iive only soc far 'bm
‘o the BBC building end into the Walton Hall reoaptim, v
I'm very impressed, especially with the BBC b'u.ilding x
with ell the facilities they've get in there. .

It's d‘fferent, I've never seen anything like this - - .. .
before, it's very opem, In more ways then ona, it'- e e

Interesting, yeh, sure.

I think it's lovely, yos. 1 think it's a very pleasmt
campus and we've thoroughly emjoyed it,

I dédntt thiqk it was going to be ag vaat ag 1’5 is8;

it's emormous, You go round comers, thore are more . -
buildings, quite impressive the variety of departments
that there are hare.

Itve just baen wendering around drinking in the
atmosphere, 11y,

I've been wetoning the Enoockout,.

(BACKGROUND NOISE)
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WINNE BRINDIR

(v/0)

DR JOHN HORLOCK

JOSIE SMITH
DR JOEN HOBRLOCK

JOSTE SMITH

DR JOHN HORLOCK
DON FEASEY
JEANETTE
CUNNINGHAN ~-GREEN

DON FEASEY

CUNNINGHAM-—GERERRN

END CHEDITS OVER:

9

The mest colovurtful events on Open Days are the very
informal student games and this year there was an
inter-regional 'It's a Knockout' competltion.

{ CQMPETITORS SHOUTING, TAIXING, CHEERING)

‘The wimmer of this competition is Jesie Smith,
Josle Smith of Sheffield.

What bhave I won?
Toulve guessed +the combined weight,

Really! (IAUGHING) I win the Vice~Chancellor of my
choice, do I} (LAUGHING, OVERTAIXING)

Thenk you very much indeed, thank you.

Don't spend it ell at oncel
{ OVZRTATIKING)

And what about the TAD, you seem to bu enjoying it
despite the weathexr,

Yos I do. I 1124 & lot of reservatiens about TAD when
I sterted i+,

Can you tell me briefly what TAD is, because I think
most people, theres a bit of shorthand and most people
don!t actuslly understand,

It's ALfficult to explain, I can only say what another
student said, which was 'putting back the bowmdaries® .
end I think that!s quite 2 good sumetion of what it's
gbout. It's a new way of locking at 1life and at other

people.

Ecmmm AND ADULTS PIAYING MUSHROCM GﬂI'IE;
TAIKING, SHOUTING, CHTLDREN SCREAMING, ETC



