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Clip title: It was totally unheard of in those days 
 
Duration:      00:01:25 
 
Clip start point in full interview:  00:19:18 
 
Clip end point in full interview:  00:20:41 
 
Interview identifier:   100_O_01 
 
Description: Sean Wynne, Head Teacher in Portlaoise Prison 1978-2000, describes negotiations 
with the Governor in the late 1980s to enable an Open University student to have a computer in his 
cell, which was necessary for his study of a third level Technology course.  
 
Transcript: 
 
And I think one of the problems which I was negotiating with the Governor [Portlaoise Prison] over 
was we had a student who was doing an advanced [Open University] course in Computing and 
had to have access to his computer really every day for long hours and so on. And again we 
managed to get access to his computer, and we would get a computer into his cell, which was 
totally unheard of in those days. So he was allowed, but you see there was an agreement with the 
Governor and the political groups-particularly one particular group- that if they gave an 
undertaking, that they would abide by the conditions under which they got something, they would 
abide by them. They would do that. So given that was the track record this group had with the 
Governor, he was prepared given that I supported it; and the National Co-ordinator [Kevin Warner] 
and Diana Purcell would have supported the need for this computer, he was allowed a computer in 
his cell. Now what had happened actually after that is that others came along who also were doing 
Computing courses and they got their computer, and eventually we were able to make cases 
where we could afford to give, the school would give the access to a computer, we would have a 
computer given out to a landing [section of the Prison] and they could share it around the landing 
at night and anybody who was a serious student in the education programme as a result of what 
happened with The Open University, was allowed a computer in their cell. 


