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1 Open Forma 41 * 

$9usic: 

The Open Univers i ty campus at l a i t o n Keynes a t the beginning o f 1979 
the most outward and tang ib le evidence of ten years growth o f a p ro jec t 
whose successes are l a r g e l y i n tang ib le . The achievements o f our 
52,000 graduates have been made possib le by the creat ive work t ha t 
s ta r t s w i t h a few hundred s t a f f w i t h i n these modest b r i ck w a l l s . 
There are present ly over 67,000 students reg is tered but nothing here 
i s f o r t h e i r d i r ec t use, f o r t h i s i s a production centre, and the l a t e s t 
blocks under construct ion are f o r the B.E.C. who w i l l move t h e i r O.TU 
procuctt&n u n i t here i n 1931. Ten years ago the neglected former 
manor house of "Walton H a l l , was the only ex is t ing bu i ld ing on the 70 
acre s i t e which was o f f e n d to the Univers i ty as i t s permanent 
headquarters by the ?! i l ton Keynes Development Corporation Urgent 
renovations were s tar ted and a t the same time the f i r s t of the new 
bu i ld ings was being pat up t o house the pioneer academic and supporting 
s t a f f . F a c i l i t i e s were minimal and urgency was the order of the day. 
The bu i ldprs themselves, were making h i s t o r y they were lay ing the 
foundations of the worlds f i r s t mnlt i-media distance teaching 
i n s t i t u t i o n , Walton H a l l was s a i l i n g i n t o uncharted seas. The h i s t o r i c ­
a l context was given by oae o f the O.U.'s foonding fa the rs , S i r Peter 
Venables, a t one of oar f i r s t formal ceremonies, the presentat ion of 
the Un ivers i t ies mace. 

Though I am sure everybody i n t h i s room knows t h a t the l a s t decade 
o f ihe I960 ■ s has seen widespread indeed deep rooted changes ttn the 
economic, p o l i t i c a l and soc ia l aspects o f our l i v e s . But change i s 
one t h i n g , what has been the most chal lenging t h i n g has been the 
accelerat ing ra te of fchange, which has happened i n t h i s pe r iod , and 
nowhere has t h i s been more t rue than i n higher education. .And 
al together during tha t decade eighteen Univers i t ies we l l establ ished 

, then j u s t a t the very end of the decade, came the newest o f the new, 

the Open Univers i ty , which I would say i s the very embodiment o f 
innovat ion w i t h i n a broad t r a d i t i o n , and i t was granted i t s charters 
most of you know, j u s t before the &nd of t h i s dramatic decade, i n 
f a c t on the 20th :%y I9S9. 

The ceremony at which the charter was ac tua l l y presented took place 
a t the Eoyal Society. Everyone connected w i t h the p ro jec t was present 
Harold "Wilson, Jenny Lee, Vice Chancellors and p o l i t i c i a n s . The 
occassion took on a mood o f academic pondereseness which gave no 
h i n t o f the s t a r t l i n g innovations contained i n the t r a d i t i o n a l looking 
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document t h a t was presented t o S i r Peter venabXoo aR chairman o f -fefae 
Planning Committee. 
Then Geoffrey Crowther was i n s t a l l e d as our f i r s t Chancellor an 
appropriate choice w i t h h i s famous repor t , t ha t noted hot? many had 
missed out on higher education. 

The f i r s t and most urgent task before ue, i s to cater f o r the many 
thousands o f people f u l l y capable o f a higher education, who f o r one 
reason or another do not get i t , or do not get as much of i t as they 
can tu rn to advantage, or as they discover sometimes too l a t e tha t 
they need. Only i n recent years have -are come t o rea l i se how many 
such people there are, and how large are tho gaps i n educational 
p>ovxsion through which they can f a l l . The ex i s t i ng system f o r a l l 
i t s great expansion misses and leaves aside a great unused reservo i r 
o f human t a l e n t and p o t e n t i a l . 

Norman HcKenzie was a member o f Jenny Lee's f i r s t enquiry i n t o the 
Univers i ty o f the A i r , end of the planning committee of the Op&n 
Univers i ty , he reca l l s the mood o f the ear ly stages. 

Cause i t goes back ra ther more than ten years, back to 19&5* when 
Jenny Lee had her small committee -working, t o look a t -vAiat eventual ly 
■foas ca l led the Univers i ty of the * i r , and I t h ink the very t i t l e a t 
t h a t t ime, showed how much t e l e v i s i o n and radio loomed i n the th ink ing 
o f tha t group, and of course almost four years between tha t f i r s t 
group coming together and the launching formal ly of the Open Univers i ty . 
I th ink we were, a l l p r e t t y naive i n those days and I th ink we were 
animated by a great deal of enthusiasm and thare was a l o t o f 
imagination and the w i l l t o make good. But there was a f e e l i n g tha t 
t e l ev i s i on and radio could probably do a l o t more than i t turned out 
they could do. I t h ink there was a t t h a t p o i n t , an idea on the par t 
o f the 3.B.C. and the Department of Education and Science to set up 
what was ca l l ed p rov i s i ona l l y the col lege o f the a i r . Jenny Lee's 
decisive in te rven t ion was of course t o make i t a un ivers i ty concept, 
the idea o f a chartered i n s t i t u t i o n which could grant i t ' s own degrees. 
Er i t was a good committee S i r Peter Venables was a marvellous 
Chairman f o r i t , but i t s tar ted w i t h one overwhelming advantage and 
tha t was the partnership w i th the B.B.G., t h i s was agreed i n a very 
ear l y stage, and i t meant tha t so f a r as professional ism was concerned 
there wasn't a great deal to woiory about, there would fee ptaople who 
would see t h a t th ings were put together and went out on t ime , TOiat 
the planning committee had t o t h i nk about I t h i nk was what should be 
taught , by what means i t should be t&aught apart from broadcasting, 
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and to whom i t was t o be taught. Row the question o f what was to 
be taught was also pu t a b i t on one s ide, because you had t o r e c r u i t 
an academic s t a f f , you had t o get your f i r s t professors I n post , you 
had to get them working, there was a rea l i sa t i on I th ink t h a t i t 
wbuld be an i n t e r - d i s c i p l i n a r y Univers i ty there was going t o have 
to be a l i m i t e d number of courses, tha t you cou ldn ' t o f f e r the same 
range o f courses as a t a normal r es i den t i a l Univers i ty o f f e r s . But 
when you looked beyond t h a t i t was qui+e c lear t ha t there were 
major problems, f o r instance what pa r t should mai l order i n e f fec t 
play? The scalfc i n other words the complexity, er was something 
which t h i s planning committee cou ldn ' t and d i d n ' t forsee. I t d id 
see I t h i nk a very important combination between pr in ted matter and 
e lect ron ic matter, between the books and other forms o f w r i t t e n 
communication and broadcas'oing. T«Jhat I t h i nk i t under estimated 
was the amount o f face to face teaching, t ha t had to develop and 
f o r which those two I th ink have now sa t i s f i ed demand. The o ld 
hands i n adul t education who were or the committee kept saying and 
qu i te r i g h t l y kept saying t h t j y ! H be a bigger demand f o r face to 
face he lp , counsel l ing and teaching than you t h i n k . And I t h ink 
mypelf t h a t t h i s K&S one o f the major causes o f an expantioning costs 
and a major cause o f expansion i n ef fect iveness. 

Ho-one Iiad any cleat xdea o f what the student body Taianld be l i k e , 
eveiyone forFaw a d i f f e r e n t problems. Professor Dtv id ISi^rry was 
asked about t h i s i n the autumn o f 19&9. 

Prof. Mo> r r y I n a conventional Un ivers i ty s i t ua t i on you've got a feedback 
constant ly you can see them i n the audience, you can see them and 
hear them i n a seminar, you've got %he w r i t t e n work constant ly 
coming back t o you. Er c l e a r l y we haven't got t ha t s t ra igh t away 
and we've got to manufacture ways o f ge t t ing a feedback. But then 
there are the pecu l ia r d i f f i c u l t i e s and they don ' t apply maybe i n 
other subjects, tha t apply p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Government, but i t i s 
a p o l i t i c a l problem, I mean there .> J a*e p o l i t i c a l 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n teaching about government to an audience t h a t you 
don ' t know anything about i n a suc iety where there maybe some 
^sens i t i v i ty about i t , i f we took an issue l i k e , I don ' t know 
Vietnam, o;*» something l i k e t h i s er we might have a ce r ta in amount 
o f d i f f i c u l t y here, and people might object t o some of the things 
we were saying. And y e t one o f the techniques tha t one uses i n a 
conventional Un ivers i ty s i t ua t i on i s t ha t o f i n a sense pu t t i ng 
unconventional ideas t o students, f o r the purpose of shaking them 
out of t h e i r establ ished ideas. 
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Another Professor MkePentz dean o f Science was also n a t u r a l l y ' 
concerned w i t h the p a r t i c u l a r problems o f teaching science a t a 
distance. 

Prof . K. 'Pentri I n f a c t one hears a great deal about t h i s supposed in t imate contact 
■which occurs between every professor and every l ec tu re r and 
everyone of the two and hundred and f i f t y students i n h i s c lass, 
or f i f t y maybe. I t h i nk tha t apart from rare exceptions t h i s 
j u s t doesn ' i happen. And tha t i t I s au i te ins id ious and i d i o t i c 
t o say t h a t because o f the Open Un ivers i ty -w i l l not have t h i s so 
ca l led and l a rge l y non exis tent contact between student and teacher 
t na t we111 be disadvantaged, i n f a c t I th ink we w i l l cont r ive by 
d i f f e ren t means of hav±ng more i nd i v idua l handling and contact w i th 
our students, dispersed as they w i l l be a l l over the country, than 
i s the case w i th the average poor d e v i l c f a Univers i ty student 
i n the average Un ivers i ty . 

Tea years l a t e r Mike Tent* i s now surrounded by completed laboratory 
and o f f i c e bu i ld ings and uumeroub prefabs, one of ^shich contains 
hfcs Oim o f f i c e . Uoes he f e e l h i s o r i g i n a l confidence was j u s t i f i e d ? 

Prof . M. Pente I n those days of course people were saying oh i t won't work, you 
. isn ' t do t h i s , y o u ' l l rever be able t o teach the sor t o f student 
t h i s way and espec ia l ly i-ot or course sci-ance, what about the 
laborator ies and a l l t h a t , there was a tremendous scepticsm, i n the 
tee th o f which I suppose, i n those days we had t o be darned ise l l 
confident otherwise we'd have gone under. Yes I th ink i t was 
j u s t i f i e d . 

The new asademic s t a f f who jo ined the O.U. i n the ear ly years, found 
themselves heav i ly engaged i n working i n course teams, an e n t i r e l y 
new concept and one of the Un ivers i t y ' s outstanding innovat ions. 

Course we had to invent the T<jhole th ing more or less as we want 
along, i t was an enormous b i t o f improvisat ion. I mean there x$e 
were we had a course team, we had t o make a course, nobody knew 
how you d i d t h i s , we weren't even qu i te sure t o s ta r t o f f w i th why 
tire wanted a course team, we l e a r n ' t about t ha t i n the process. And 
we had t o improvise every aspect o f the whole system. Of how, what 
sort of course mater ia ls are appropriate f o r the par t - t ime d is tan t 
learner . Kow should they be produced, how should they re l a te 
t o each other? I mean the most elementary things_hadn't occurred t o 
people, nobody f o r example rea l i sed tha t you had to have 
profess ional ed i to rs , and as for , the time f o r ac tua l l y producing 
the foundation courses, loomed up on us, I remember going along to 
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Walter Perry and saying f o r God sake we've got to have an ed i tor 
you won't have a course o r y o u ' l l have a dead dean or something, 
we had no ed i to rs . The idea of a computer marked assignment f o r 
example, which i s common place now, they had t o be invented. Home 
experiments, I mean the invent ion o f home experiments was r e a l l y 
qu i te lud ic rous , i t went r i g h t back t o , oh i t must have been i n the 
spring o f 1969, and I remember the bursar coming In to my o f f i c e 
i n Belgrave Square, t h a t was before wc moved up I n the wor ld t o 
the prefabs at . Valton H a l l . And he said hey I hear you've got 
some idea about home experiment k i t s , and I sa, - yes, so he said we l l 
can you t e l l me how Tuch they ' re going to cost? Vfel l , w e l l dhen do 
you want t o know, so he said tomorrow, you see. One o f the th ings 
whlsh we had to be very much aware of from the beginning and we s t i l l 
a re , and t h a t i s the c r u t i a l question o f comparabi l i ty . Were the 
sets o f courses t h a t our students were going t o put together t o 
get honours degrees going to stand up as being comparable t o those 
o f other Univers i t ies? And t h i s c f course impl ies t ha t by the time 
a student does a t h i r d l e v e l course he or she needs t o reach a 
cer ta in l e v e l of performance of a b i l i t y , of s k i l l . I n mathematics 
ard science p a r t i c u l a r l y , t h i s creates qu i te some problems because 
the impl icat ions o f being able t o s t a r t on a ce r ta in t h i r d l e v e l 
course, i s t ha t you've acquired ce r ta in s k i l l s , cer ta in a b i l i t i e s , 
ce r ta in knowledge from a second l e v e l course, and so on down t o the 
foundation course. The whole set o f courses has to form a coherent 
c lose ly in ter locked ar ray . 

The partnership between the B.B.C. and the O.U. has already seen 
over th ree thousand T.Y.. programmes produced f o r O.U. courses. How 
does uim Stevenson look bade on the beginning o f the partnership? 

J . Stevenson? WU. look ing back, i t was great fun t o be making programmes i n 1969 
and 70. I t was a l i t t l e chaotic t o say the l e a s t , we were a l l very 
new, there were new s t a f f w i t h i n the B.B.C. there were new s t a f f 
w i th in the Open t fa i ve rs i t y , and we both had t o learn from each other. 
And I was qu i te surpr ised tha t anything came out of i t at the end, 
b u t , and there were some disaterous programmes, but i n the main i t 
was great f u n . But I t h ink chat t h e , the major d i f f i c u l t y t ha t we 
a l l faced a t thea t ime , was t h a t though there was a t r a d i t i o n o f 
educational broadcasting and a l o t of experience, the educational 
broadcasting tha t had gone before, had car r ied -cne main message. " 
How the Open Un ivers i ty turned the whole t h i n g upside down and made 
p r i n t car ry the main message. Ind so broadcasting had to be a 
add i t iona l to the p r i n t , or a fo l lower to the p r i n t , now t h i s was 



-6 -

new, and i t required a new way of th ink ing , about broadcasting. 
How, I also th ink , t h a t one of the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the ear l y days 
was tha t there weren't enough broadcasts. Ear ly decisions were tha t 
there should be, a t most, one programme, one t e l ev i s i on programme 
one radio programme, per student week. And e r , i t would have been 
easier, i f we fd had more broadcasts, i f the propor t ion o f courses 
had car r ied more o f what I look on as the mult i-media component o f 
courses. And we would have i n t h a t way, have been able t o experiment 
more, we'd have had a b i t more f l e x i b i l i t y , and mare o f the actual 
teaching message, could have been car r ied by the broadcasts. $Tow 
i f we want to look at. those ear ly days, i t ' s qu i te d i f f i c u l t now 
because, l u c k i l y most c f the programmes have now disappeared f o r ever. 
But there are some s t i l l l e f t and I ' ve selected two programmes to 
show, one from the ear l y days, one from l a t e r days, and the one from 
the ear iy da^s i s about genetics, we had &. component o f the science 
foundation course, whicii was about genetics and the t e x t fielt w i t h 
the t heo re t i ca l aspects and we +hought we would deal w i th p r a c t i c a l 
aspects i n the s tud io , "so we brought i n t o the s tud io , a cat breeder, 
and her ca ts , and Hike Pcntz and wt l e t them f igho i t ou t . 

There were our four new kinds of cc t and i t s taken me about twelve 
years t o make them, and you see. 

I l i k e the way you say mx:e them Dr. I t a i t seems the re ' s a great 
deal o f de l ibera t ion i n what you do, not very much h i t o r miss? 
(wel l no) i t s ev ident ly a b i t o f genetic engineering, p r a c t i c a l l y . 

Tou're doing the two th ings , you ' re select ing and planning your 
a 

genet ics. 

And would you say t h a t knowing as much as you do about genetics you * 
can r e a l l y take short cuts compared to the ord inary breeder(oh yes 
oh yes ) who might be doing a b i t o f swopping and t r y i n g . 

I f you know what your genetics i s , o f course your chances of get t ing 
what you want, may be p r e t t y t h i n I mean at one po in t , ge t t i ng the 
chocolates are , chances were oae i n 32 o f ge t t i ng what we wanted. 

Well t h s t was a vary successful programme i n many ways, students 
l i k e d i t , and i t was great fur* t o make. And t o contrast w i t h tha t 
and look ing t o f i v e yea rs ' l a t e r , i n 1976, when we'd changed a l o t 
and l ea rn t a l o t about piogramme making, I 'm going to show you one 
of our drama programmes, and i t r e a l l y represents a po in t t ha t we 
reached where we'd b3come profess ional ! i n broadcasting terms, and 
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also I n educational terms, because wo wore now tak ing I t h i n k , the 
r i g h t decisions about broadcasting, .put t ing onto the t e l e v i s i o n and 
i n t o the rad io , those aspects o f courses, which leant themselves 
p a r t i c u l a r l y we l l t o those media* -

When, the cu r ta in r i ses Leone wearing a cooks hat and 

apron i s busy beating an egg i n a basin w i th a wooden spoon, 
•Now do I r e a l l y have to wear a cooks b a t ' , ' y e s my dear f e l l o w a 
cooks hat and you beat eggs and i f t h a t ' s not enough you have to 
represent the she l ls o f the eggs tha t you' re beat ing" . nD o you 
understand now", "nei ther do I , however l e t s get on w i th i t um". 
noh yes I suggest you tu:.'u towards camera a b i t , about th ree quarter 
face, otherwise TO1 re um, what w i t h the obstrusness of the dialouge 
and noone being able tv hear you, are you l i s t e n i n g to me, Listen 
when I 'm explaining t h i n g s ! * 
"Ehere's. some people here, Covers, would l i k e a word w i th you , " 
- Who are yoc, and what do you want? you fenow pe r fec t l y wefel noone! s 

allowed i n here during a rehearsal " . 
"We are here i n 3earch o f an author , " 

I th ink on.3 o f the i n te res t i ng th ings looking at both those p&eces 
o f programme i s tha t they were both made i n the same studio a t 
Alexandra Palace- But you may a3k, wnat> what 's happening now, and 
what i s go*ng t-> happen i n the f u t u r e , Wall new 1 th ink the process 
o f making programmes, coopered w i t h bhe ear ly days i n 1970* i s very 
d i f f e r e n t . A l o t more o f our mater ia l i s recorded on l o c a t i o n , a 
l o t more i s recorded abroad, t he re ' s an awful l o t more e d i t i n g , and 
there i s , there are many more techn&ques tha t you can ac tua l l y b r ing 
i n , i n t o the process of programme making. The programme making procese 
i s longer, i t s a more spread out a f f a i r , thqn i t used to be . And 
the decisions tha t we take , are taken e a r l i e r , and I t h ink qu i te 
r i g h t l y so, there 's a much greater tendency f o r t e l ev i s i on and radio 
to be in tegrated c lose ly i n to the wr i t t en , mater ia l of courses, and 
I th ink t h a t there 's a much greater success. 

The f i n a l stage i n the in teg ra t ion of the teaching system, i s when 
the high q u a l i t y p r i n t and broadcast mater ia ls a r r i ve i n the students 
home, and they have t o reorganise t h e i r l i v e s t o cope w i t h t h i s new 
academic experience. 

I f e e l t h a t once you s t a r t to confront the whole not ion o f working 
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y and becoming your own, assert ing your own persona l i t y , 
everything else goes t oo . I n other words, a t the Open Univers i ty 
you become used to working independently i n t e l l e c t u a l l y , you come 
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home and ybu to s ta r t to rev ise a l l your opinions about re la t ionsh ips , 

about your ro le a t home> about your ro le a t work, and everything can 

become qu i te explosive. 

TSine 0 clock i n the morning I s ta r ted , sat down t o w r i t e i t , by 
twelve 0 clock I ' d got a waste paper basket f u l l o f screwed up pieces 
o f paper, and nothing w r i t t e n . So 1 managed to f i n d somebody t o go 
i n t o a park w i t h me and throw a fr j-sby, because I thought a l i t t l e b i t 
o f physical exercise might st imulate the academic thoughts going, you 
see, I oame back and by four 0 c l o c k , I s t i l l hadn' t got anything and 
I was beating my head l i t e r a : l y w i th my hands. 
And these problems, the r c l e of the par t - t ime s t a f f , d i s t r i bu ted 
throughout the t n i v e r s i t i e s t h i r t een regions, becomes c r u c i a l , the 
most valuable t h i ng i s a good re la t ionsh ip between tu to r and student. 

We hope vory much t o get a dialogue going, we're conscious sometimes 
t h a t the students are not responding, but short o f asking them t o , 
which i s vhat we can do at the beginning, t a l k i ng them, t u t o r i a l s , 
t h e r e ' s very l i t t l e re «an do r ea l l y . 

Bin, except you and 1 wepe ?ible to meet i n the pub and chat, which i s 
a b i g d i f fe rence. For somu students who c^n ' t get t o the pub, o r get 
to the t u t o r i a l even, w e l l , what's the way round that? 
That 's r e a l l y re l i&s oi. tne somments, you know the dialogue on paper 
which one hopes one getfc ^oing too . 

Urn which i s where you run the r i s k , perhaps of p u t t i n g the student 

o f f , by saying fedmething t h a t ' s a b i t too b lun t . 

Yes yes, I don ' t know whether I ever offended you, w i th any o f my 
comments. 

I n 
No» but then I ' ve been 3 t f i v e years and I ' ve had a ehsnce to get a 
b i t more conf ident , but f o r a f i r s t year student, I I remamber i n 
my f i r s t year I was very very sensi t ive t o anything tha t was w r i t t e n 
down. 

I t ' s d i f f i c u l t , one wants t o , er i f you make a f a i r l y severe remark 
you want to j o l l y the student along as i f you're not saying t h i s i s 
a deadly s i n , b u t , come along uow, you don ' t have t o do t h i s so r t o f 
t h i n g , you know. 

No something o f a r i s k to take on some thousands o f par t - t ime academic 
s t a f f a t the beginning o f the teaching o f the Open Univers i ty t o 
share the teaching load . 

Wel l the outset was a very apprehensive t ime, I remember going along 
on the f i r s t teaching evening t o the; new study cent re , w i th very 
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* l i t t l e mater ia l i n hand because of the Postal s t r i k e , f ee l i ng 

ex t rao rd ina r i l y insecure about what I was to do, and seeing a sign 
ins ide the door which sa id , i f you have any d i f f i c u l t y see the 
counsellor i n E2. So I raced up to E2 to see the counsellor t o f i n d 
t ha t I was the counsellor i n E2. And I th ink t ha t was ra ther the way 
we bogan, wo suddenly had i o become the enpftrt.B i n t h i s nmr venture, 

which meant t r y i n g t o extend the s k i l l s we'd learned elsewhere and 
f o r use i n a d i f f e ren t teaching s i t u a t i o n . The teaching we'd done 
before, had besn f o r the most p a r t , w i th mater ia l we'd prepared 
ourselves*, to classes of Univers i ty students. We now had t o take on 

.'■■ - • were 
students we knew f o r the most par t unprepared i n the usual sense, 
f o r Un ivers i ty work. They were adu l t s , anany of them older than 
ourselves, and fee were t r y i n g i o l i n k our own teaching s k i l l s i n to 
an already prepared package of mater ia ls which included not merely 
p r in ted books, but t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o , and we weru t r y i n g t o um 
use what learn ing we had t o create the s i tua t ion vrhere these students 
new could lear- i not on ly mater ia l o f ten prepared by us but across 
d isc ip l i nes as w e l l , we were teaching i n tha t f i r s t year. 
I th ink f o r some students i s d e f i n i t e l y the case tha t the face to 
face t u i t i o n has counted Tor a large p a r t , f o r but even those students 
who are ra ther d is tant from study centres, where they can get face t o 
face t u i t i o n I th ink w have gradual ly rea l ised tha t they can 
estab l ish r e a l personal contact. To me i t ' s astonishing t h a t the 
Open Univers i ty w i th & vaat number of students, teaching at a distance 
maintains a k ind o f personal contact o f ten w i t h students t h a t would 
be the envy o f many o f the other Un ive rs i t i es . 

The O.U. has come a long way i n ten years. And i n a l l t ha t t ime i t s 
been steered by one man, Walter Perry, he hae always had a strong 
sense of purpose, as he stated i n an ear ly in te rv iew. 

I t comes back to what I said before, I th ink I see something here 
tha t i s very we l l worth doing, not on ly i n B r i t a i n , but i n the told 
I th ink i t has a chance o f increasing the standard of teaching i n the 
whole of higher education, as we l l as o f fe r ing an opportuni ty o f 
higher education to an increasing number of people. As we l l as being 
one of the few ways o f continuing education, being made avai lab le on 
a large scale. I t h ink i t ' s the most exc i t ing t h i n ^ , the most 
exc i t i ng j o b , tha t one could poss ib ly have done. 

The f i n a l word on ten yeajTS o f the successful r e a l i s a t i o n o f Walter 
f e r r y ' s p l a n , comes from Hi lda Himmlevite a member of the o r i g i n a l 
planning committee, who apoke at one of our degree ceremonies at 
Alexandra Palace, a f t e r receiv ing an Honorary Doctorate. 
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There are tk> opening sentences i n the vice Chancellors annual report 
of 1972, which t e l l a story. The f i r s t sentence reads ■ i n 1969 the 
Open University recruited i t s f i r s t s ta f f , i n 1971 i t admitted i t s 
f i r s t students, and i n 1972 i t produced i t s f i r s t graduates, t h i s 
was of course because s6 many graduates had already come with a f a i r 
number of qual i f icat ions. Vttth almost Churchillian bravi ty the 
sentence sums up these early achievements, the second sentence reads, 
• i t may be now be said to have acquired a l l the main attr ibutes of 
other Universit ies, sur&Ly our praise should be that i t has not. 

Music: 


