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5- 2 - s . AYEF/VESEY 

6 , CU VESEY 

VESEY: Can we ag ree on wha t t h e 

! o t h e r m i n d s ' p r o b l e m i s . I f -words 

l i k e ' p a i n 1 and ' s a d n e s s 1 have mean ing 

f o r me i n v i r t u e o f s t a n d i n g f o r 

s o m e t h i n g I e x p e r i e n c e i n w a r d l y , how 

can t h e y a l s o mean s o m e t h i n g w h i c h 

I d o n ' t e x p e r i e n c e i n w a r d l y , such as 

o t h e r p e o p l e * s p a i n and sadness? 

Would y o u ag ree w i t h t h a t s t a t e m e n t ? 

7 . CU AYER AYER: I t f s c e r t a i n l y p a r t o f t h e 

p r o b l e m . I t h i n k t h e r e a r e two p a r t s 

o f t h e p r o b l e m . F i r s t , how can I 

a t t a c h mean ing t o a t t r i b u t i n g 

e x p e r i e n c e s t o p e r s o n s o t h e r t h a n 

m y s e l f , a n d , s e c o n d l y , g i v e n t h a t t h i s 

i s m e a n i n g f u l , how can I have any r i g h t 

t o b e l i e v e t h e y a r e h a v i n g e x p e r i e n c e s ? 

I t h i n k t h e r e a r e two p a r t s o f t h e 

p r o b l e m . 



- 2 -

8 . CV VESEY VESSY; You d o , i n f a c t , d i s t i n g u i s h 

t h e s e two p a r t s i n t h e P r o b l e m o f 

K n o w l e d g e . 

9 . CU AYER AYER: I telieve I d i d , y e s . I c a n ' t 

remember now e x a c t l y wha t I s a i d , b u t 

c e r t a i n l y I t h i n k t h a t t h e y a r e 

c o n n e c t e d b u t d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e . 

1 0 . CU VESEY YESEY: How I t h i n k t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n c e 

be tween us i s g o i n g t o be t h a t , I 

t h i n k , t h a t t h e way o f t a c k l i n g t h e 

p r o b l e m , as I s t a t e d i t , i s t o q u e s t i o n 

w h e t h e r words do h a v e , t h e s e s o r t o f 

w o r d s , do have mean ing f o r me i n v i r t u e 

o f s t a n d i n g f o r t h i n g s I e x p e r i e n c e 

i n w a r d l y ; whereas I t h i n k y o u a c c e p t 

t h a t s t a t e m e n t o f wha t I c a l l t h e 

1 1 . BCU AYER 'mean ing p r o b l e m ' a n d w o u l d go on t o t r y 

and answer i t i n t h e t e r m s i n w h i c h 

i t ' s s t a t e d . 

AYER: W e l l , y e s . X mean I c e r t a i n l y 

do t h i n k t h a t my u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f words 

l i k e ' p a i n 1 , ' p l e a s u r e 1 , ' a n x i e t y 1 , and 

any m e n t a l w o r d s , does d e r i v e c e r t a i n l y 

f r o m my h a v i n g c e r t a i n e x p e r i e n c e s . 

I c e r t a i n l y h o l d t h a t . And I t h i n k 

t h e r e ' s no q u e s t i o n o f t h a t . Bu t a r e 

y o u , a r e y o u d i s p o s e d t o d i s p u t e i t ? 
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1 2 . CU VESEY VESEY: I t seems t o me t h a t t h e s e 

notions, like 1 pain', and 'sadness1, and 

so on, only have meaning for a person 

i f he can do two things: he can "both 

use them of himself but also use them 

of other people* And I !m not saying 

that one comes before the other. 

I think the Cartesians do rather suggest 

that ' f i r s t person* uses of psychological 

words come f i r s t and that then there's 

the problem of how to apply them to 

others. 

1 3 . CU AYER AYER: W e l l i t ' s c o m p l i c a t e d i s n ' t i t ? 

I mean, c l e a r l y a c h i l d l e a r n s t o use 

words l i k e t h i s by b e i n g i n such 

s i t u a t i o n s where h i s p a r e n t s , o r h i s 

n u r s e o r w h o e v e r , t e l l h i m , " O h , i t 

must have h u r t so m u c h " , and because 

t h e y o b s e r v e h im s h o w i n g s i g n s o f p a i n , 

and t h e n he comes t o u n d e r s t a n d wha t 

' h u r t i n g ' i s t h r o u g h h a v i n g t h e f e e l i n g . 

And a l s o h e ' s t o l d o f o t h e r p e o p l e whose 

s i m i l a r b e h a v i o u r , t h e y ' r e i n p a i n a l s o , 

and i n some way he a t t r i b u t e s t h e same 

f e e l i n g t o t h e m . Now I ' m n o t su re o f t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f V h i c h comes f i r s t ? ' makes 

much sense h e r e . I mean, wha t I 

c e r t a i n l y wen t t o c l a i m i s t h a t u n l e s s 

he had t h e s e f e e l i n g s , he w o u l d n ' t 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e w o r d . And c e r t a i n l y h e ' s 
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taugh t the word , the meaning o f the 

word , i n s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n s . What I 

c l a i m i s t h a t one can detach the word 

f rom the s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n f rom which one 

l e a r n s i t , and make i t r e f e r s imp ly t o 

the a c t u a l expe r ience . 

14 . CU VESEY VESEY: So you do make the s i t u a t i o n 

the s o r t o f p r imary t h i n g ? 

15. CU AYER 

ZOOM IN SLIGHTLY 

AYER: We l l y e s , I , you see, d isagree 

w i t h W i t t g e n s t e i n and the Car tes ians 

i n supposing t h a t the wo r l d i s somehow 

saddled w i t h the s i t u a t i o n wh ich i s 

l e a r n t . I t seems t o me t h a t the f a c t 

t h a t a s i t u a t i o n i s o r , anyhow, comes 

t o he i r r e l e v a n t to i t s meaning. 

16 . BCU VSSEY VESEY: I t h i n k I d isagree w i t h 

W i t t g e n s t e i n i a n s i n s o f a r as they may 

suggest t h a t the "other person* use i s 

p r i m a r y . I mean I t h i n k t he re are some 

t h i n g s which Malcolm says wh ich lend 

themselves t o t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , and 

I d i sagree w i t h t h a t . But I would make 

what we've j u s t c a l l e d the ' s i t u a t i o n * 

the p r imary t h i n g and out o f t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n emerge the two d i f f e r e n t uses: 

the ' f i r s t pe rson ' use and the ' o t h e r 

pe r son ' use . 
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BCU AYER AYER: B u t do you wan t t o make them 

d i f f e r e n t ? I mean do y o u wan t t o say 

t h a t when I say o f m y s e l f , " I ' m i n 

p a i n " , and when y o u say o f me, " I ' m -

he i s i n p a i n 1 1 , and we a r e b o t h s p e a k i n g 

t r u l y , we a r e n ' t r e f e r r i n g t o t h e same 

f a c t ? 

CU VESSY VFSBY: Ho i n d e e d , we a r e r e f e r r i n g t o 

t h e same f a c t . I ' m n o t g o i n g t o go 

i n t o - I ' m n o t a b e h a v i o u r i s t ! 

BCU AYER AYER: Y o u ' r e n o t a b e h a v i o u r i s t ? 

CU VESEY VESEY: I ' m n o t a b e h a v i o u r i s t , n o . 

BCU AYER AYER: And i f y o u a re n o t a b e h a v i o u r i s t 

t h e n you c a n ' t t h e n suppose t h a t , " H e ' s 

in p a i n " , s a i d by me o f y o u , r e f e r s 

o n l y t o y o u r b e h a v i o u r - i t r e f e r s t o 

s o m e t h i n g e l s e b e s i d e s , name ly t o a 

f e e l i n g I a t t r i b u t e t o y o u . Then t h e 

q u e s t i o n i s : what i s t h e c o n n e c t i o n 

be tween t h e two and wha t j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

have I i n a t t r i b u t i n g t h e f e e l i n g t o 

y o u on t h e b a s i s o f y o u r b e h a v i o u r ? 

CU VESEY VESEYt I t h i n k i t ' s t h a t I d o n ' t go 

a l o n g w i t h t h e l anguage w h i c h t a l k s o f 

r e f e r r i n g t o t h e word h a v i n g mean ing i n 

v i r t u e o f r e f e r r i n g t o s o m e t h i n g . 
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I t h i n k I q u e s t i o n t h i s , t h i s , t h i s 

v/ay o f t a l k i n g - f o r p robab ly 

W i t t g e n s t e i n i a n reasons . 

2 3 . BCU AYBR AYER: Bu t I mean, a l l r i g h t , l e t ' s 

g i v e up t h e word ' r e f e r r i n g ' i f t h i s 

b o t h e r s y o u . I am s a y i n g o f y o u t h a t 

y o u a r e i n a c e r t a i n m e n t a l s t a t e . And 

I -m s a y i n g i t on t h e b a s i s o f y o u r 

e x h i b i t i n g c e r t a i n b e h a v i o u r , y o u ' r e , 

y o u ' r e s h o v i n g c e r t a i n p h y s i c a l s i g n s , 

pe rhaps i n c l u d i n g y o u ' r e u t t e r i n g c e r t a i r 

w o r d s , m a k i n g c e r t a i n n o i s e s . Now t h i s 

i s i n y o u r v i e w n o t an e n t a i l m e n t . I t 

d o e s n ' t f o l l o w f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t y o u 

s i m p l y , p h y s i c a l s i g n s t h a t y o u a r e i n 

t h i s s t a t e , and i f i t ' s n o t an e n t a i l m e n t 

t h e r e must t h e r e f o r e be some o t h e r 

r e l a t i o n and I want t o s a y , 1 t h i n k , t h a t 

one i s i n d u c t i v e l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e 

o t h e r . I t i s a s i g n o f f a c t u a l 

i n f l u e n c e t h a t v e r y o f t e n , as o f t e n as 

n o t , when p e o p l e behave t h e y do have 

t h e s e f e e l i n g s , and I wan t t o p u t , 

j u s t i f y i t i n t h i s way . How, y o u , I 

t h i n k , d i s a g r e e w i t h t h i s , b u t I c a n ' t 

wo rk o u t wha t y o u r p o s i t i o n i s . 

2 4 . 2 s . AYER/VESEY YESEY: W e l l I d o n ' t want t o be d r i v e n 

i n t o t h e p o s i t i o n o f h a v i n g t o choose 

be tween i t ' s b e i n g an i n d u c t i v e 
- 6 -
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r e l a t i o n s h i p i n v o l v i n g an argument f rom 

a n a l i t y , and i t ' s "being an e n t a i l m e n t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p i n v o l v i n g my "being a 

"behav iou r i s t . I d o n ' t t h i n k one has t o 

be d r i v e n i n t o t h a t . . . , . 

AYER: We l l i f y o u , i f you are n o t g o i n ^ 

t o be d r i v e n t o t h i s p o s i t i o n , or t h i n k 

you d o n ' t have t o be d r i v e n i n t o i t , 

then you must p rov ide some t h i r d 

p o s s i b i l i t y . What i s i t ? 

27 . CU AYER 

28. 2s . AYER/VESEY 

VESEY; W e l l , I t h i n k t h a t i t , t o 

account f o r t h i s one has t o cons ider 

v/hat s o r t o f q u e s t i o n . The q u e s t i o n , 

'*Does something have a m ind?" . One has 

t o cons ide r t h i s q u e s t i o n and r e l a t e i t 

t o , t o ques t ions t h a t might be asked 

about o t h e r peop le . Whether, whe ther , 

whether Fredd ie Ayer has a m ind . Now 

the l a t t e r q u e s t i o n i s the p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

one. I t h i n k t h a t I would c h a r a c t e r i s e 

the p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n i n t h i s way: 

the q u e s t i o n , "Has t h i s t h i n g a m ind?" , 

where weT re con f ron ted w i t h something 

t h a t ' s come from, ou te r space, l e t ' s say. 

AYER: Yes. W e l l , l e t ' s take t h i s dog. 

He h a s n ' t come, i n f a c t , f rom ou te r 

space. Has he go t a mind? 

- 7 -
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2 9 . CU AYER 

3 0 . CU DOG 

3 1 . CU AYER 

32. 2s . AYER/VESEY 

VESEY: A l l r i g h t , t h i s dog. Now the 

way i n which I ' d answer the q u e s t i o n , 

"Has t h i s dog got a m ind?" , would "be, 

would be t o see i n what way i t 

resembled human "beings. And i f we could 

i f we cou ld somehow teach i t t o 

communicate w i t h us, and no t i n the way 

i n which dogs do communicate but i n 

some r a t h e r more s o p h i s t i c a t e d way, then 

I t h i n k we would s e r i o u s l y s t a r t 

c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t the dog has a m ind , 

Now the p o i n t i s t h i s , t h a t the way i n 

wh ich we s e t t l e the q u e s t i o n , "Has t h i s 

t h i n g , t h i s dog, a m ind?" , i s by 

comparing i t w i t h human be ings . 

33. CU AYER 

34. CU DOG 

35. CU AYER 

AYER: We l l i s i t ? Yes, t o a c e r t a i n 

e x t e n t y o u ' r e r i g h t , bu t i t ' s no t 

perhaps q u i t e so e l a b o r a t e as t h a t . 

I mean I c a l l i t and i t answers me: 

t h e r e f o r e i t hea rs . So i t has i n some 

sense p e r c e p t i o n s . I h i t i t , I d o n ' t , 

but i f I were t o h i t i t , i t would s q u e a l , 

and so i t shows, t h i s would be an 

i n d i c a t i o n t h a t i t , t h a t i t s u f f e r s p a i n , 

and so on . C l e a r l y ITm no t go ing to 

a t t r i b u t e any th i ng o f t h i s s o r t t o t h i s 

c h a i r because i t d o e s n ' t r e a c t i n the 

same s o r t o f way, Now the q u e s t i o n 

s u r e l y i s , "What am I do ing when I do 

t h i s ? " . I mean when I c a l l to i t and i t 
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responds and I , I say, "She hears me", 

i s t h i s s imp ly s a y i n g , "Yes, she does 

respond and she always responds" . I s 

t h i s s imp ly f i t t i n g i n t o a p a t t e r n o f 

her "behaviour o r am I go ing a l i t t l e 

"beyond t h i s and a t t r i b u t i n g t o her no t 

on ly behav iour hut a l s o , w e l l I use the 

o l d - f a s h i o n e d word , consc iousness. 

Now I , I t h i n k h e r e , take the o l d -

fash ioned v i e w , and I c a n ' t make out 

whether you take i t or n o t . You seem t o 

me t o be hedging i t i f I may say so 

w i t h o u t be ing o f f e n s i v e . 

VESEY: No, by a l l means. I f I may 

develop the l i n e t h a t I was j u s t 

s t a r t i n g : t o answer the 

q u e s t i o n , "Has t h i s dog a m ind?" , we 

compare i t w i t h human b e i n g s . . . , . 

AYER: Yes, I 

VSSEY: . . i n what respec t i t ' s l i k e human 

be ings . Now my say ing t h i s d o e s n ' t mean 

t h a t I have t o say t h a t the q u e s t i o n 

wh ich w e ' r e answer ing i s n ' t one about 

whether the dog has a m ind , whether i t 

has t h o u g h t s , whether i t has f e e l i n g s , 

and so on , the same s o r t o f q u e s t i o n as 

we d o n ' t r a i s e w i t h regard t o o the r 

human "beings. I mean I d o n ' t r a i s e the 

9 -



- 10 -

q u e s t i o n w i t h regard t o you , have you 

thoughts? I mean t h i s i s n 7 t a p r a c t i c a l 

q u e s t i o n - i t ' s a p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n , 

and my p o s i t i o n i s t h a t i t ' s a 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n wh ich a r i s e s o n l y 

i f you accept c e r t a i n p r e - s u p p o s i t i o n s 

o f , of a Ca r t es i an k i n d but a l so 

i n v o l v i n g the n o t i o n t h a t the mean, a 

word hav ing a meaning f o r me i s a ma t te r 

o f my a s s o c i a t i n g i t w i t h something 

which i s i n t e r i o r , p r i v a t e 

AYER: You see, i t seems t o me t h a t once 

you accept the d i s t i n c t i o n orthe v i s i o n 

"between "behaving i n c e r t a i n ways and 

being consc ious , once you are no t a 

b e h a v i o u r i s t or a p h y s i c l i s t o f any 

k i n d , orce you d o n ' t i d e n t i f y consc ious 

w i t h behav iour or w i t h b r a i n s t a t e s , 

then you have a problem a p a r t f r o m , f rom 

your t h e o r y o f r e f e r e n c e . Now i t ' s 

c e r t a i n l y t r u e t h a t I a t t r i b u t e 

p o s s i b l y consciousness t o , t o the dog 

i n so f a r as i t , she resembles a human 

b e i n g , i f what you mean by t h i s i s t h a t 

she e x h i b i t s something l i k e human 

responses - showing s igns o f p a i n , 

something t h e y ' v e caugh t . I d o n ' t t h i n k 

i t ' s much, a v i r t u e o f her p h y s i c a l l y 

resembl ing human b e i n g s , i t seems t o me 

p o s s i b l e but I t h i n k I would be conscious 

- 10 -
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44 . CU VESEY 

45. C VESEY 

46. CU VESEY 

ZOOM OUT to 2 - s . 
AYER/VESEY 

a lso o f machines. Supposing t he re were 

a machine t h a t d i d seem t o no t o n l y t o 

d i s p l a y tendenc ies the way machines do , 

hut a l so show s igns o f f e e l i n g , s imp ly 

what i s impo r tan t i s the behav iou r . 

But then the problem we h a v e n ' t r e a l l y 

got down to y e t i s how the behav iour i s 

r e l a t e d t o the a t t r i b u t i o n o f 

consc iousness. l ! m prepared t o s e t t l e 

f o r the d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r the sake o f 

i n d u c t i v e t h e o r y , but i f you want t o say 

t h e r e i s a t h i r d p o s s i b i l i t y - we 

h a v e n ' t had t h i s made c l e a r . I 'm 

p e r f e c t l y prepared t o say "No t h i r d 

p o s s i b i l i t y " so i t ' s on , the onus on 

you to p rov ide one. 

47 . CU AYSR 

VESEY: (PAUSE) I d o n ' t t h i n k I can say 

more than what I have j u s t s a i d , t h a t , 

t h a t the q u e s t i o n , "Has t h i s t h i n g a 

m ind?" , i s s e t t l e d by comparing the 

' t h ing 1 w i t h human b e i n g s . For me the 

q u e s t i o n , "Has, has t h i s t h i n g a m ind?" , 

d o e s n ' t a r i s e w i t h r ega rd t o a human 

b e i n g . 

ZOOM IN AYER: But i t can ve ry e a s i l y be made to 

a r i s e , c a n ' t i t ? I mean a l l one has t o 

do i s separate the behav iour f rom the 

f e e l i n g and t hen say, " W e l l , g i ven t h a t 

someone i s e x h i b i t i n g h i s behav iou r , 

11 -
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what ground have we f o r supposing t h a t 

he a l so has the f e e l i n g ? " . A d m i t t e d l y , 

I mean, t he re are words l i k e ' d e p r e s s i o n 1 , 

t h a t are used i n d i f f e r e n t l y to cover 

some, t o cover , w e l l , n o t i n d i f f e r e n t l y , 

hu t t o use i n such a word t h a t they 

cover bo th behav iour and what i s 

supposed t o l i e behind the behav iou r . 

But i f one can d i s s o c i a t e these two 

l o g i c a l l y t hen you can always pu t the 

q u e s t i o n . 

VESgY: I t h i n k i f you take t h a t l i n e 

though , t hen you have the same problem 

as you have i n o the r cases o f s c e p t i c i s m . 

For i ns tance w i t h regard t o p h y s i c a l 

o b j e c t s . I mean you can d i s s o c i a t e 

something l o o k i n g l i k e , someth ing 's 

locking b lue w i t h i t ' s be ing b l u e . I mean 

the re i s n ' t a r e l a t i o n s h i p o f e n t a i l m e n t 

t h e r e e i t h e r . 

AYffR: We l l I t h i n k the s c e p t i c a l 

problems are genuine i n a l l cases. 

I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e y T r e q u i t e the same i n 

every case. I mean on another occas ion 

I ' d be ve ry happy t o , t o d iscuss i t i n 

connec t ion w i t h , w i t h p h y s i c a l o b j e c t s . 

But I do t h i n k the s c e p t i c has t o be 

taken s e r i o u s l y , and I do take him 

s e r i o u s l y . For example, th roughout our 

- 12 -
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d i s c u s s i o n you ' ve "been assuming t h a t 

t h e r e ' s no q u e s t i o n o f regard to human 

be ings . When we r a i s e d the q u e s t i o n o f 

regard t o the dog, and w i t h regard t o 

the machine, and you s a i d , " W e l l , 

a t t r i b u t i n g minds to them i s assuming 

t h e y T r e l i k e human b e i n g s " , as though 

the re were no q u e s t i o n p o s s i b l e , no t even 

a p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n about what 

human beings have minds. How I t h i n k 

t h e r e i s a q u e s t i o n w i t h regard to o the r 

than o n e s e l f , I t h i n k t h a t o b v i o u s l y , 

i n p r a c t i c e , I d o n ! t doubt t h a t you are 

s i m i l a r t o myse l f t o t h i n k and f e e l and 

s u f f e r p a i n , and so on and so f o r t h . 

But I t h i n k t h e o r e t i c a l l y t h a t t h e r e i s 

a problem o f what r i g h t I have t o make 

t h i s assumpt ion about y o u , and I rega rd 

t h i s as a p e r f e c t l y genuine p rob lem, 

I d o n ' t t h i n k you can s t a r t a t the p o i n t 

where the s c e p t i c a l problems have been 

d i sm issed , 

VESEY: I t h i n k i t would be n o t r i g h t 

f o r me t o say t h a t 1 d o n ' t t h i n k t h e r e ' s 

any problem a t a l l . I mean I am a s o r t 

of suppressed C a r t e s i a n . I t h i n k t h a t 

y o u ' r e more, the Car tes ian ism i n you i s 

more rampant than i t i s i n me. 
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53* BCU AYER AYER: Yes, but I mean you , you 

suppressed i t . Bu t , w e l l , l e t ' s now 

operate a k i n d o f a n a l y s i s on you and 

b r i n g these dark suppressed t h i n g s t o 

l i f e , b r i n g i t up i n t o the open and what 

do you do about i t ? I mean, a l l r i g h t 

l e t , l e t me present myse l f as a 

C a r t e s i a n , what do you say aga ins t me? 

54. CU VESEY VESEY: I - t h a t you are saddled w i t h 

the prob leml 

55. BCU AYER AYER; C e r t a i n l y , and t h e r e f o r e have , 

have t o set about t r y i n g t o so lve i t . 

But now you d o n ' t a b o l i s h the problem 

by suppress ing i t . On the c o n t r a r y , as 

we know f r o m , f rom p s y c h o a n a l y t i c a l 

t h e o r y , i t ' s v e r y , ve r y dangerous t o 

suppress t h i n g s i n t h i s way. 

56. CU VESEY VESEY: ffo, but 1 , 1 - what I can do 

i s t o show how the problem has a r i s e n 

by , i n v i r t u e of h o l d i n g wrong ideas 

about how words have meaning. 

57- CU AYER 

58. CU VESEY 

59. CU AYER 

AYER: No, bu t t h i s , i t seems t o me, i s 

what you consp icuous ly f a i l e d to show 

because i n a sense a t the v e r y beg inn ing 

you conceded t h a t the b e h a v i o u r i s t i s m 

w a s n ' t t e n a b l e , and once you concede 

t h i s , i t seems t o me, then the problem 

14 -
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must r e c u r - whatever v iew o f meaning 

you have. Once you a l l o w t h a t s a y i n g , 

"He i s i n a s t a t e o f , he has a f e e l i n g 

o f d e p r e s s i o n " , i s n f t e n t a i l e d tojr'&ie 

e x h i b i t s behav iour assoc ia ted w i t h 

depression1 ! then you have the problem 

o f the passage f rom one t o the o t h e r . 

And I t h i n k i t i s a v e r y , a ve r y serbus 

prob lem, and I 'm no t e n t i r e l y s a t i s f i e d 

w i t h the c o n v e n t i o n a l answer which i s the 

one i n f a c t t h a t I , I s u p p o s e , h o l d : 

namely t h a t t h i s i s a reasonable 

h y p o t h e s i s , I wou ld , I would say t h a t 

the a t t r i b u t i o n o f menta l stavtes t o 

o t h e r , o the rs was j u s t i f i e d as a way o f 

e x p l a i n i n g t h e i r behav iou r . 1 mean t h i s 

i s the view I h o l d , and so i t does 

remain an open q u e s t i o n whether y o u , as 

f a r as I 'm concerned, you have a mind 

or n o t . I r ega rd i t w i t h o u t any 

problem t h a t you have . Kow y o u , I t h i n k , 

once sa id i t ' s c e r t a i n , I mean i n my 

p o s i t i o n I should be c e r t a i n t h a t you 

had , and 1 , a l a s , I 'm n o t . 

VESBY: No, I d o n ' t t h i n k I do want t o 

say ' i t ' s c e r t a i n 1 because to say ' i t ' s 

c e r t a i n ' i s t o - I suppose t h a t t he re 

i s a problem here wh ich we can s e t t l e i n 

one way or ano the r . I , I t h i n k I would 

r a t h e r say t h a t the ques t i on d o e s n ' t 

a r i s e . 

- 15 -
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CU AYER 

CU VESEY 

CU AYER 

-:YER: B u t i t , w e l l i t , i t has a r i s e n l 

I posed i t , and now y o u ' v e g o t t o show 

me t h a t i n p o s i n g i t I ' v e made some 

m i s t a k e * I say t h a t once y o u a l l o w , as 

y o u do a l l o w , t h a t t h e f a c t t h a t y o u 

have a f e e l i n g o f d e p r e s s i o n d o e s n ' t 

l o g i c a l l y f o l l o w f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t y o u 

l o o k , y o u may sound g loomy and so o n , 

t h e n , i t seems t o me, t h a t t h i s a l o n e 

commi ts y o u t o t h e p r o b l e m , I mean t h e 

p r o b l e m a r i s e s once t h i s a d m i s s i o n i s 

made. You say i t d o e s n ' t , why d o e s n ' t 

i t ? 

CU VESEY 

2 - s . AYER/VESEY 

VESEY: W e l l I t h i n k , I t h i n k i f y o u , i f 

y o u p u t t h e p r o b l e m i n t h o s e t e r m s t h e n , 

as I s a i d b e f o r e , i t i s one t h a t a l s o 

a r i s e s w i t h r e g a r d t o p h y s i c a l o b j e c t s 

b u t y e t 

Bu t wha t? D o n ' t y o u d r a w , d o n ' t y o u 

draw a d i s t i n c t i o n be tween t h e two s o r t s 

o f p rob lems? I mean, a r e n ' t y o u more 

r e a d y t o be a phenomenon i s t w i t h r e g a r d 

t o p h y s i c a l o b j e c t s t h a n y o u a r e t o be 

a b e h a v i o u r i s t w i t h r e g a r d t o ' o t h e r 

m i n d s ' ? I t h i n k t h a t t h e ' o t h e r m i n d s ' 

p r o b l e m i s more o f a p r o b l e m f o r y o u 

t h a n 
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AYER: Th is i s t r u e . I am more ready-

t o be a phenomenonist w i t h regard t o 

p h y s i c a l o b j e c t s , though I would no 

l onge r he a complete phenomenonist . 

I have a ve r y compl i ca ted theo ry wh ich 

s t i l l leans a h i t towards phenomenonism. 

I , I d o n ' t want t o say t h a t the prob lems, 

i n a l l these cases, are so lved i n the 

same way. I do want t o say t h a t t hey 

a r i s e i n each case - t he re i s a , a 

ques t i on t o d iscuss i n each case. Now 

i t seems to me t h a t you want t o ge t r i d 

o f the ' o t h e r mindsT problem by say ing 

i t i s n ' t a genuine problem a t a l l , and 

I have argued t h a t i t i s a genuine 

problem once you take the f i r s t s t e p , 

wh ich i t seems to me you have t a k e n , of 

no t making a l o g i c a l equ iva lence between 

6 8 . CU VESEY b e h a v i o u r and f e e l i n g s . Now y o u wan t 

t o a rgue t h a t even t h o u g h one t a k e s t h e 

69. 2 - s . AYER/VESEY f i r s t , t h i s f i r s t s t e p , s t i l l t h e r e ' s no 

problem - and here I am puzz led - and you 

d o n ' t , you h a v e n ' t j e t exp la ined t o me 

why you t h i n k t he re i s n ' t , o r how you 

can j u s t i f y your c l a i m . 

VESEY: I t h i n k I ' d want to d i s t i n g u i s h 

between a ques t i on about a p a r t i c u l a r 

case. We have a p a r t i c u l a r case where 

t h e r e i s behav iou r , i s t he re the 

cor respond ing f e e l i n g and t h e , the 
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ques t i on abou t , about the whole c l ass 

o f ' o the r minds1? How, i n the p a r t i c u l a r 

case, c e r t a i n l y you can have the 

behav iour w i t h o u t the f e e l i n g , but 

I d o n ' t f e e l t h a t t h i s i s t t ie case, 

t h a t , t h a t t h i s r a i s e s the p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

p rob lem. The p h i l o s o p h i c a l problem i s 

r a t h e r the one where you , where you 

d i s t i n g u i s h between behav iour s ta tements 

7 0 . CU AYER and ' o t h e r m i n d 1 s t a t e m e n t s as a w h o l e . 

AYER: I d o n ' t know so much t h a t I f o l l o w 

y o u . Do y o u wan t t o s a y , t h o u g h , t h a t 

i t , t h a t i t m i g h t be t r u e i n a p a r t i c u l a r 

case t h a t I was m i s t a k e n i n a t t r i b u t i n g 

f e e l i n g s t o someone; l e t us say t h a t i f 

someone c o n s t r u c t e d an e x t r e m e l y 

p l a u s i b l e r o b o t , I c o u l d n ' t be m i s t a k e n 

i n g e n e r a l ? 

7 1 . CU VESEY VESEY: W e l l , i t i s a d i f f e r e n t s o r t o f 

q u e s t i o n , i s n ' t i t , a b o u t t h e w h o l e 

c l a s s ? 

7 2 . CU AYER AYER: W e l l , I ' m p r e p a r e d t o say t h a t , 

l o g i c a l l y s p e a k i n g , I c o u l d be m i s t a k e n 

i n g e n e r a l , and I , I ' m p r e p a r e d t o deny 

t h i s as a s o r t o f q u e s t i o n . I ' m , I ' m 

q u i t e p r e p a r e d t o say ' . ha t , t h a t l o g i c a l l y 

s p e a k i n g i t i s n o t c o n t r a d i c t o r y f o r me 

t o suppose t h a t I am t h e o n l y p e r s o n i n 
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the w o r l d who has f e e l i n g s and t h o u g h t s , 

and so on . 

73 . CU VESEY VES3Y: Yes, I d o n ' t t h i n k I ' d pu t i t 

i n t h e f o r m , n o t c o n t r a d i c t o r y , bu t 

r a t h e r i t ' s a q u e s t i o n wh i ch , whether 

i t ' s somehow i l l e g i t i m a t e t o ask w i t h 

regard t o a whole c l a s s . 

74 . CU AYER AYER: W e l l , how cou ld i t he i l l e g i t i m a t e ? 

I mean someone's sa id you s h o u l d n ' t ask 

i t - W i t t g e n s t e i n , f o r example, 1 mean 

I d o n ' t accept t h a t a u t h o r i t y and 

75 . CU VESEY VESEY: I mean, d o n ' t put me down as 

somebody who argues f rom W i t t g e n s t e i n 

as though W i t t g e n s t e i n was the Pope, o r 

something - no , I d o n ' t e i t h e r . 

76 , CU AYER AYER; W e l l , t hen i n one sense t h e r e ' s 

a l i m i t t o i t , I mean I t h i n k i n rega rd 

t o the q u e s t i o n , i t seems t o me t o be 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y or n o n s e n s i c a l , and now 

i t seems t o me t h a t t h i s q u e s t i o n i s 

n e i t h e r c o n t r a d i c t o r y no r nonsens i ca l 

and, t h e r e f o r e , why i l l e g i t i m a t e ? 

77. CU VESEY VESEY: I t h i n k one can on ly do i t by 

go ing t o some o the r rea lm of ques t ions 

l i k e ; can we q u e s t i o n i n gene ra l 

whether p h y s i c a l o b j e c t s con t inue to 

e x i s t when unperceived? 
19 -
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78. GU AYER ATER: Yes, we can. Though I d o n ' t 

79. CU VESEY VESEY: You, you 'd say we can ques t ion? 

80 . CU AYER AYER: Yeah, I t h i n k we can , a l t hough 

I do t h i n k t h i s i s r a t h e r a s p e c i a l 

case because one i s n ' t t he re q u e s t i o n i n g 

as a m a t t e r o f f a c t , I mean does the 

lamp a c t u a l l y d isappear when I , when 

I ! m n o t l ook ing? Does i t "behave odd l y , 

and so on? I t ' s no t t h a t , bu t when one 

can say: i s t h i s a u s e f u l p o s t u l a t e t o 

make? I mean I , I would rega rd t h i s as 

a p o s t u l a t e , an assumpt ion t h a t we make 

i n o rder to o rgan ise our exper iences i n 

c e r t a i n ways. And one can say: w e l l , 

p o s s i b l y tha.t one could do w i t h o u t i t ; 

and then the answer i s : i f you t r y t o do 

w i t h o u t i t , you get i n t o such complicat ions, 

such ve ry de roga t i ve l aws , i t would 

r e a l l y be no t a t a l l s e r v i c a b l e . 

8 1 . CU VESEY VESEY: I t h i n k what I ' d query i n t h i s 

i s your use o f the te rm, ' p o s t u l a t e 1 , and, 

' a s s u m p t i o n * . I mean the re i s a 

p e r f e c t l y proper use of the t e rm , 

' a s s u m p t i o n ' . Ber t rand R u s s e l l i s said 

t o have assumed t h a t what he read i n 

The Times could be taken on t r u s t , and 

so he came down i n a , i n an a i r c r a s h o f f 
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Norway and then sa id t h a t when he read 

i n The Times t h a t he had been k i l l e d 

he no l o n g e r 

82 . CU AYER AY3R: Yes, i t was another occas ion , i n 

f a c t . He was r e p o r t e d t o have d ied i n , 

i n Ch ina, by some Japanese J o u r n a l i s t 

who was an i n t e r v i e w e r , and he was so 

angry t h a t t hey r e p o r t e d him t o be dead. 

83 . CU VESEY VESEY: Now i n t h a t case t h e r e i s a , a , 

t he re i s a p o s s i b i l i t y o f f i n d i n g out 

t h a t the assumption was j u s t i f i e d or n o t 

j u s t i f i e d . Now i n the case o f Tdo 

t h i n g s e x i s t unperce ived? ' i s t he re a 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f f i n d i n g out i f the 

assumpt ion i s j u s t i f i e d or n o t 

j u s t i f i e d ? 

84 . CU AYER AYER: We l l t he re i s a way o f f i n d i n g 

out i f the assumption i s j u s i t i f e d or 

n o t , bu t i n n o t , o f cou rse , q u i t e the 

same way. I mean i t ' s j u s t i f i e d by the 

coherence and s i m p l i c i t y w h i c h , wh ich 

i t i n t r o d u c e s i n t o one 's gene ra l p i c t u r e 

o f the word , one, where one 's o r g a n i s i n g 

one 's expe r i ence . So i t i s an 

assumpt ion - i t ' s n o t an e m p i r i c a l 

assumpt ion i n the same way. 

85. CU VESEY VESEY: Not an e m p i r i c a l assumpt ion , n o . 

2 1 -
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AYER: And o f course , e q u a l l y , 

a t t r i b u t i n g conscious exper ience t o 

o the rs i s , i s n ' t something t h a t I 'm 

go ing t o f i n d out about i n the way t h a t 

I r m go ing t o suddenly ge t i n s i d e your 

head and see, w e l l , what i s t h e r e t h e r e , 

sawdust o n l y , o r , o r p u l s a t i n g l i f e , o r 

wha tever . No, t h i s aga in i s , i s no t a 

ma t te r I 'm go ing to f i n d out about i n 

the same way. But I , t h e r e i s a 

d i f f e r e n c e and p o s s i b l y I 'm confused i n 

making t h i s d i f f e r e n c e . I mean t h e r e ' s 

a d i f f e r e n c e , as i t seems t o me, i n 

t h a t I 'm much more i n c l i n e d t o t r e a t the 

a t t r i b u t i o n o f the exper ience t o o thers -

as a ma t te r o f f a c t , than I am i n the 

case o f the unperce ived t o d i s t ance o f 

o b j e c t s . I mean i n a p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

sense where I regard t h i s as a choice o f 

a concept , a c e r t a i n fo rm o f concep tua l 

system, and the analogy would r a t h e r be 

w i t h s c i e n t i f i c hypo thes is where you 

p o s t u l a t e p o s i t i o n s , or whatever , as a 

way o f , o f o r g a n i s i n g c e r t a i n e m p i r i c a l 

d a t a . I mean, i t seems t o me t h a t your 

behav iour becomes coherent t o me i f I do 

a t t r i b u t e thoughts and f e e l i n g s t o you 

i n a way i n which i t w o u l d n ' t o t h e r w i s e . 

But I do regard the a t t r i b u t i o n as n o t 

s imp l y a deduc t i on f rom the behav iour *-

and t h e r e you agree w i t h me. 
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8 7 . CU VESEY VESEY: Yes - t h o u g h I t h i n k t h a t we 

c o u l d a rgue a b o u t , a b o u t t h e mean ing o f 

t h e t e r m ' b e h a v i o u r * because a 

d i s t i n c t i o n i s t o be drawn be tween 

s i m p l e m o t i o n s o f p e o p l e ' s b o d i e s a n d , 

a n d , and w a t e r coming f r o m t h e i r e y e s , 

and t h i n g s l i k e t h i s . 

8 8 . BCU AYER AYER: T h a t ' s wha t I mean by b e h a v i o u r . 

8 9 . CU VESEY VESEY: And . . . t h a t i s wha t y o u mean 

by b e h a v i o u r ? 

9 0 . BCU AYER AYER: Y e a h . 

9 1 . CU VESEY 

9 2 . BCU AYER 

9 3 . CU VESEY 

9 4 . BCU AYER 

9 5 . CU VESEY 

VESffY: L e t ' s s a y , so t h a t t h e 

Wha t , wha t t h e y d o , t h e i r a c t i o n s y o u 

w o u l d n ' t c o u n t as b e h a v i o u r because 

i t has a s o r t o f i n t e n t i o n a l 

a s p e c t ? 

9 6 . BCU AYER AYER: I n d e e d , i n d e e d . And t a l k i n g o f 

a c t i o n s , I ' m r e a l l y p u t t i n g i n , on an 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I mean what I o b s e r v e 

i s j u s t t h e w a t e r coming f r o m t h e e y e s , 

and i f I s a y , " H e ' s c r y i n g " , I ' m a l r e a d y 

a t t r i b u t i n g , I mean, i m p l y i n g t h a t t h e r e 

i s a f e e l i n g o f sadness o r w h a t e v e r -

w h i c h i s a l r e a d y e x p l a n a t o r y i n my v i e w . 

I mean i t , what o c c u r s i n t h e p r i m a r y 

l e v e l i s j u s t t h e , t h e o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h e 
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movements and the water f l o w i n g , hands 

moving, or whatever . And then I make 

sense o f t h i s by a t t r i b u t i n g expe r iences , 

f e e l i n g s , i n t e n t i o n s , b e l i e f s , t o you . 

But t h i s i s a l l t h e o r e t i c a l . What, 

what I 'm g i v e n o r i g i n a l l y to p l a y w i t h 

i s j u s t the water f a l l i n g . 

97. CU VESEY VESEY; Do, d o n ' t you f e e l t h a t y o u ' r e 

a t odds w i t h common sense on t h i s ? 

98 . CU AYER 

99. 2s . AYER/VESEY 

AYER: I f I were , I w o u l d n ' t care 

twopence. Yeah, a t odds w i t h common 

sense - common sense d o e s n ' t see t h i n g s 

i n these t e rms . I mean, common sense, 

on the who le , d o e s n ' t p h i l o s o p h i s e -

when i t does i t p h i l o s o p h i s e s b a d l y . 

I mean t h i s i s no s t i c k t o beat them 

w i t h . 

100. Tak ing p a r t were 
P ro fesso r S i r A l f r e d Ayer 
and 
P ro fesso r Godfrey Vesey 

1 0 1 . F i l m Cameramen Ian H i l t o n 
B r i a n Easton 

Sound Reco rd i s t B i l l Chesneau 
F i l m E d i t o r Adam Dawson 

102. P r o d u c t i o n 
Mary Hoskins 

103 A P r o d u c t i o n f o r 
The Open U n i v e r s i t y 
c. The Open U n i v e r s i t y 1972 
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