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OPENING TITLES (Mus ic s p e c i a l l y composed MUSIC 
by Andrew Neve) 

0 ' 2 0 
HOWARD STABLEFORD 

H e l l o and welcome t o a b r a n d new s e r i e s o f 
Open Forum. W e l l t o d a y as y o u can see w e ' r e 
a t W a l t o n H a l l i n M i l t o n Keynes . Now t o 
many Open U n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s , M i l t o n Keynes 
i s j u s t an a d d r e s s , b u t o f c o u r s e i t ' s a l s o 
home t o a c o u p l e o f t h o u s a n d academics 
d e s i g n i n g c o u r s e s , a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s t a f f and 
BBC P r o d u c e r s m a k i n g programmes l i k e t h i s . 
Now as u s u a l w e ' l l be b r i n g i n g you bang up 
t o d a t e w i t h many o f t h e e x c i t i n g t h i n g s 
h a p p e n i n g a t t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y , as w e l l as 
t h e b i g w i d e w o r l d o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . I n 
f a c t t h i s m o n t h ' s h e r a l d s a s p e c i a l l a n d 
mark i n programme m a k i n g h e r e . I t ' s t h e 
2 1 s t a n n i v e r s a r y o f Open U n i v e r s i t y 
programmes and t h e f i r s t programme b r o a d c a s t 
i n 1971 was. Open Forum. 

OPEN FORUM NO 1 
1 s t TX 0 3 / 0 1 / 7 1 
S p o o l No : 0U164 
D u r : 0 ' 0 6 

(Opening t i t l e s ) MUSIC 
0 ' 0 6 

M332/001 Complex 
A n a l y s i s . 

1 s t TX 1 8 / 0 2 / 7 5 
S p o o l No : HOU5287 
Dur : 0*12 

W e l l P a u l B a c h i s e was t h e a u t h o r o f u n i t 2 
so l e t s g e t h im t o e x p l a i n c o n n e c t e d n e s s 
PAUL 
W e l l connec tedness i s t o do w i t h 
p r o p e r t i e s o f c o n t i n u o u s f u n c t i o n s . . . . 
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Monet - A315/TV6 
1 s t TX: 0 8 / 0 3 / 8 3 
Spoo l No: HOU 3972 
Dur : 0*16 

F i r e s o f L i f e 
S102/TV22 

T h i s f i l m s h o t i n t h e 1 9 2 0 , s shows C laude 
Monet p a i n t i n g i n h i s g a r d e n a t G i v e r n e y . 
What t h e f i l m f a i l s t o show i s h i s c a n v a s . 

MUSIC 
The sun t h e power b e h i n d t h e b i o c h e m i c a l 
f a c t o r y . Once h a r n e s s e d t h e enormous 
e n e r g y o f s u n l i g h t d r i v e s a c r u c i a l 
r e a c t i o n , one t h a t t u r n s c a r b o n d i o x i d e and 
w a t e r i n t o c a r b o h y d r a t e and o x y g e n . 0*28 

Bangkok- A C i t y Speaks 
U206/TV4 
Spoo l No : HOU6534 

(Japanese Teach ing ) MUSIC 

0 ' 4 6 
As i n many o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t h e r u r a l a r e a s 
c a n n o t s u s t a i n a l l t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

T h a t was p a r t o f a programme f r o m t h e 
Env i ronmen t c o u r s e , Bangkok, A C i t y Speaks 
w h i c h has j u s t won a s p e c i a l award f r o m t h e 
One W o r l d B r o a d c a s t i n g T r u s t . I n f a c t a l o t 
o f t h e s e programmes have won awards and o v e r 
t h e y e a r s y o u ' l l have n o t i c e d t h a t t h e y ' v e 
changed q u i t e a b i t , n o t j u s t f r o m b l a c k and 
w h i t e t o c o l o u r , b u t a l s o i n t e r m s o f s t y l e 
t o o . Now t h e s e cans a l l c o n t a i n f i l m b u t 
b e f o r e t h e programmes a r e t r a n s m i t t e d 
t h e y ' r e t r a n s f e r r e d o n t o v i d e o t a p e , w h i c h 
i s o v e r h e r e . I n f a c t a l l programmes t h e s e 
days a r e r e c o r d e d d i r e c t l y o n t o v i d e o t a p e . 
L a s t y e a r t h e BBC p u t o u t j u s t unde r 1,700 
h u n d r e d programmes f o r Open U n i v e r s i t y 
s t u d e n t s , t h a t ' s 688 h o u r s o f t e a c h i n g on 
t h e t e l e . These programmes a r e j u s t a 
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m i n u t e f r a c t i o n o f w h a t ' s been made o v e r t h e 
l a s t 21 y e a r s and some o f e a r l i e r programmes 
a r e now i n t h e n a t i o n a l f i l m a r c h i v e . W e l l 
t h e man i n cha rge o f a l l t h e programmes h e r e 
a t M i l t o n Keynes i s C l i v e H o l l o w a y . H i 
C l i v e . Peop le s t i l l t e n d t o t a k e t h e m i ckey 
o u t o f OU programmes d o n ' t t h e y , t h e y have 
an image o f k i p p e r t i e s and b l a c k b o a r d s and 
programmes g o i n g o u t a t 5 o ' c l o c k i n t h e 
m o r n i n g , does t h a t w o r r y you? 

CLIVE HOLLOWAY 

I t d o e s n ' t r e a l l y w o r r y me, i t annoys me 
s l i g h t l y because i t d o e s n ' t r e a l l y r e p r e s e n t 
t h e f a c t s , we d o n ' t have many such 
programmes l e f t , we d i d have them i n t h e 
p a s t and I t h i n k t h e memory l i v e s o n , i t ' s a 
p u b l i c j o k e b u t i t d o e s n ' t b e a r any l o o k i n g 
i n t o r e a l l y . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

So e x a c t l y what i s t h e r e a l i t y and how have 
programmes changed? 

CLIVE HOLLOWAY 

W e l l I t h i n k we have a g r e a t e r v a r i e t y o f 
p rog ramming now f o r a number o f r e a s o n s . 
For a s t a r t n o t a l l o f o u r p r o d u c t i s on 
b r o a d c a s t some o f i t i s on v i d e o . We t e n d 
t o use more case s t u d y m a t e r i a l s now so t h a t 
we go and v i s i t l o c a t i o n s a b r o a d o r i n s i d e a 
f a c t o r y . We have o b s e r v a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l , 
c l a s s r o o m o b s e r v a t i o n a n i m a l o b s e r v a t i o n 
w h i c h w i l l be on a v i d e o t h a t t h e s t u d e n t s 
can s t u d y a t home and r e p e a t many t i m e s , and 
hence n o t q u i t e so many programmes i n w h i c h 

SCRIPT.DOC 
24 F e b r u a r y 92 - 3 -



p r e s e n t e r s do appear t o go back t o y o u r 
o t h e r q u e s t i o n . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

What v a l u e do you t h i n k t h e y have f o r 
s t u d e n t s ? 

CLIVE HOLLOWAY 

T h e r e ' s know s i m p l e answer because t h e r e a r e 
a number o f v a l u e s . L e t s t a k e a f e w , 
programmes can summarise a w h o l e a r e a o f 
d i f f i c u l t work f o r t h e s t u d e n t , d i f f i c u l t 
r e a d i n g e x e r c i s e s and t h e n s u d d e n l y t h e y ' r e 
i n a v e r y c o n c e n t r a t e d f o r m i s an a rgument 
t h a t sums e v e r y t h i n g u p . E q u a l l y t o 
i n t r o d u c e a d i f f i c u l t t o p i c , beyond t h a t we 
have case s t u d y m a t e r i a l , so t h a t i n a sense 
we can t a k e s t u d e n t p l a c e s , w h i c h i s t h e y 
were i n a c o n v e n t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t y t h e y w o u l d 
go v i s i t and t h e ex t reme o f t h a t i s we can 
even go a b r o a d and l o o k a t case s t u d i e s o v e r 
t h e r e . Bu t t h e r e ' s an i m p o r t a n t e d u c a t i o n a l 
r e a s o n i f y o u l i k e , h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i s 
a b o u t l e a r n i n g t h e o r y and see how w e l l i t 
a p p l i e s t o p r a c t i c e , so we need t h e w r i t t e n 
t e x t and t h e t h i n k i n g and we need t o see 
wha t happens i n t h e r e a l w o r l d and t e s t t h e 
t h e o r y , t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o g i v e y o u t h a t 
t r i p t o t h e r e a l w o r l d . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 
Thanks C l i v e . W e l l t a l k i n g o f t r i p s i n t o 
r e a l i t y one o f t h e p r o d u c t i o n teams i s i n 
I n d i a a t t h e moment f i l m i n g f o r two new 
c o u r s e s . T h i r d W o r l d Deve lopment and 
L e a r n i n g Through L i f e and we t h o u g h t you 
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might l ike to have a look at what's 

involved. 

India Footage HOWARD STABLEFORD V / O 

Specially Shot Mid morning in the hot dusty street of 

Kerala, the state which takes i t ' s name from 

i t s coconut trees. The f i lm crew 4 days 

into a t ight schedule arrive at a health 

c l in ic in the small f ishing community of 

Puntura. 

The people here are very poor but healthy, 

the plan is to show how that happy result is 

achieved, but f i lming in India can be 

fraught with unexpected problems l i ke no 

power points for the camera l i gh ts . 

A move to the veranda should solve the 

problem. 

MEG SHEFFIELD V / 0 

We've come to explore the reasons why Kerala 

has such a good health record for such a 

poor country, the health s ta t is t i cs are 

almost as good as in the west, the i r infant 

mortality is very low and they now have 

small families on average, and a good l i f e 

expectancy and the reason for th is state of 

af fa i rs seems to be something to do with 

women, women's education, women's l i teracy. 

MEG SHEFFIELD 

Dr Soman t e l l me about the health si tuat ion 

of the people of Kerala as compared with the 

rest of India. 

CUT 
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HOWARD STABLEFORD V / O 

On t o a n o t h e r c l a s s r o o m i n someones back 
y a r d , i t ' s an a d u l t l i t e r a c y c l a s s , an 
i m p o r t a n t p i e c e i n t h e deve lopment j i g s a w 
p u z z l e . 

MEG SHEFFIELD 

What we do t h r o u g h f i l m and t e l e v i s i o n i s 
s o m e t h i n g q u i t e d i f f e r e n t t o what you can do 
t h r o u g h s t u d y m a t e r i a l s t h a t ' s m e r e l y p r i n t 
you see t h a t t h e r e i s an o b j e c t i v e r e a l i t y 
b e h i n d a l l t h e academic p a p e r s t h a t t h e 
s t u d e n t s w i l l have r e f e r e n c e t o i n t h e s t u d y 
g u i d e and so f o r t h t h a t t h e y ' v e had t o r e a d 
abou t t h e same p l a c e , and I t h i n k more t h a n 
t h a t t h a t you a c t u a l l y see how s t r o n g l y t h e 
p e o p l e t h e m s e l v e s h e r e f e e l a b o u t t h e 
v a r i o u s t h i n g s w e ' r e a s k i n g them a b o u t , do 
you g e t a s o r t o f sense o f t h e i r own, t h e i r 
sense o f i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e s e i s s u e s , a g a i n 
t h a t ' s h a r d t o a c h i e v e j u s t t h r o u g h academic 
p a p e r s so you l e a r n a l o t t h a t you j u s t 
c a n * t l e a r n t h r o u g h p r i n t . 

How d i d she come t o be i n t e r e s t e d t o t e a c h 
l i t e r a c y ? . — 

HOWARD STABLEFORD V / 0 

Even ing has come and t h e p r o d u c e r wan ts t o 
c a p t u r e t h e no rma l p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r a n i g h t s 
f i s h i n g , a q u i e t c a r d games, s o r t i n g t h e 
n e t s b u t even t h a t can be a b i t t r i c k y . 

MUSIC 
CD KPM 159 DC TK 2 1 P a l a c e o f 
t h e Winds by Andy C l a r k e 

0 ' 2 5 
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HOWARD STABLEFORD 

W o n d e r f u l s t u f f and you can see t h e f i r s t 
programme a b o u t K e r a l a , S o u t h e r n I n d i a , i n 
September , on t h e s e r i e s T h i r d W o r l d 
S t u d i e s . W e l l r i g h t now I ' d l i k e t o 
i n t r o d u c e you t o a n o t h e r member o f t h e t e a m , 
D iane Kemp who w i l l be r e p o r t i n g r e g u l a r l y 
f o r Open Forum. D i a n e t h i s month I b e l i e v e 
y o u ' v e been t o Germany. 

DIANE KEMP 

A b s o l u t e l y , I went t o r e p o r t on p e o p l e i n 
t h e armed f o r c e s who a r e t a k i n g OU c o u r s e s . 
More and more o f them a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 
t h e i r f u t u r e c a r e e r s and a r e a n x i o u s t o g e t 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t h a t m i g h t be f o r o u t s i d e o f 
Army l i f e . W e l l i t ' s a l l p a r t o f 

Ex BBC News" 
" B e r l i n W a l l " 

(The B e r l i n Rad io C o n c e r t MUSIC 
O r c h e s t r a ) 0 ' 19 

t h e mass i ve changes i n E a s t e r n Europe 
t h a t s t a r t e d when t h e B e r l i n W a l l came down 

M a j o r R o b i n R i a l l 

R o y a l A r t i l e r y 
MAJOR ROBIN R IALL 

T o d a y ' s Army i s f i l l e d w i t h p r o f e s s i o n a l 
p e o p l e who may d e c i d e t o s w i t c h c a r e e r s h a l f 
way t h r o u g h . E i t h e r e n f o r c e d by redundancy 
o r v o l u n t a r i l y d e c i d e t o change c a r e e r s , and 
r e a l l y I s t a r t e d my OU d e g r e e b e f o r e 
redundancy was l o o m i n g , n o t q u i t e so c l o s e l y 
on t h e h o r i z o n w i t h a v i e w t o b o t h s i d e s o f 
t h a t q u e s t i o n . 
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DIANE KEMP V / O 

G a i n i n g new q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t h a t can h e l p 
y o u r c a r e e r p r o s p e c t s has a l w a y s been 
encouraged by t h e F o r c e s . Each y e a r b o t h 
t h e Army and RAF f u n d t h r e e h u n d r e d new 
s t u d e n t s and a s s i s t many more , w i t h t h e 
w i t h d r a w a l o f t r o o p s f r o m Germany and t h e 
t r e a t o f r e d u n d a n c i e s , l o n g d i s t a n c e 
l e a r n i n g o f f e r s many o p p o r t u n i t i e s . Bu t 
b e i n g one o f t o d a y s P r o f e s s i o n a l s and 
s t u d y i n g f o r a d e g r e e c o u r s e c a n cause 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

MAJOR ROBIN R IALL V / 0 

Some o f i t ' s b e e n e a s y a n d some o f i t h a s 

b e e n e x c r u c i a t i n g l y d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e o f t h e 

CU p r e s s u r e o f w o r k , f a m i l y a n d Open U n i v e r s i t y 

a n d f i t t i n g a l l t h r e e t o g e t h e r p a r t i c u l a r l y 

l a s t y e a r a t t h e e n d o f t h e , w h e n o p e r a t i o n 

G r a n b y was i m p i n g i n g e n o r m o u s l y o n o u r l i f e 

s t y l e i n Germany a n d I was v e r y b u s y w i t h 

g e t t i n g p e o p l e t o g o t o t h e d e s s e r t a n d 

t r y i n g t o c o n t i n u e my o p e n u n i v e r s i t y a t t h e 

same t i m e . 

DIANE KEMP V / O 

Jan B u d d ' s husband i s s t a t i o n e d a t Hohne 
j u s t down t h e r o a d f r o m t h e r a n g e s , a l t h o u g h 
she e n j o y s h e r p a r t t i m e j o b , she s t i l l 
f i n d s i t h a r d b e i n g an Army w i f e and 
p u r s u i n g a c a r e e r o f h e r own. 

JAN BUDD V / O 

There i s n ' t an a w f u l l o t o u t h e r e t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f g i r l s end up i n some s o r t o f 
c l e r i c a l , s e c r e t a r i a l j o b s u n l e s s you have a 
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MCU 

p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n such as t e a c h i n g 
o r n u r s i n g t h e m a j o r i t y o f o t h e r j o b s t e n d 
t o be h e l d by m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l . 
B e i n g an army w i f e I ' v e neve r had t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y , w e ' v e neve r been i n t h e UK l o n g 
enough t o go i n t o f u l l t i m e e d u c a t i o n . Open 
U n i v e r s i t y r e a l l y i s t h e i d e a l s i t u a t i o n f o r 
me. 

When I f i r s t s t a r t e d I j u s t wan ted t o s t u d y , 
I wan ted t o do s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t , b u t now 
I a c t u a l l y w o u l d l i k e t o have a d e g r e e 
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e u n c e r t a i n t y o f army l i f e 
as i t i s a t t h e moment, i n 2 y e a r s t i m e we 
may n o t be i n t h e army and a deg ree w o u l d 
g i v e me a good s t e p p i n g s t o n e t o a c a r e e r 
o u t s i d e . 

DIANE KEMP V / 0 

Jan pays f o r h e r s e l f b u t she can make use o f 
t h e E d u c a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s a t Hohne as do 
o t h e r s t u d e n t s w i t h p l a n s f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

M a j o r I a n G r i f f i t h s 
R o y a l A r t i l e r y 

MAJOR I A N GRIFF ITHS 

When I l e a v e t h e army e v e n t u a l l y whenever 
t h a t may b e , I see t h e c o u r s e t h a t I ' m d o i n g 
t h e Open B u s i n e s s Schoo l c o u r s e as s o m e t h i n g 
t h a t w i l l a i d me move back i n t o c i v i l i a n 
l i f e a f t e r w a r d s . 

W a r r a n t O f f i c e r 
Bob S c h o f i e l d 
R o y a l E l e c & Mech 
E n g i n e e r s 

WARRANT OFFICER BOB SCHOFIELD 

P r o b a b l y t h e b e s t t h i n g t h a t e v e r happened 
t o me as a s e r v i n g p e r s o n i s t h e f a c t t h a t 
1993 we a r e a c t u a l l y g o i n g t o do t e a c h e r 
t r a i n i n g by t h e l o n g d i s t a n c e m e t h o d , so 
t h a t ' s g o i n g t o s u i t me down t o t h e g r o u n d , 
so a l l I ' v e g o t t o do now i s g e t t h r o u g h 
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t h i s y e a r t h a t I ' v e j u s t done w h i c h was p a r t 
A and p a r t B w h i c h I i n t e n d t o s t a r t e a r l y 
p a r t o f n e x t y e a r and I ' m g o i n g t o pass t h a t 
as w e l l . 

DIANE KEMP V / O 

Bu t what i f exams a r e l o o m i n g a n d , as l i k e 
e i g h t e e n months ago , y o u ' r e p o s t e d t o t h e 
G u l f ? 

MAJOR CHRIS BRISTOW 

M a j o r C h r i s B r i s t o w We f o u n d when we were o u t t h e r e t h a t t h e r e 
Group E d u c a t i o n O f f i c e r were a number o f OU s t u d e n t s and when t h e y 

saw t h e RAEC cap badge and o u r r o l e as 
m i l i t a r y e d u c a t o r s t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y asked us 
i f we c o u l d a r r a n g e t o r u n exams f o r t h e m , 
and I t h i n k t h e r e were a b o u t 8 s t u d e n t s who 
s a t t h e i r exams i n t h e G u l f i n some make 
s h i f t rooms t h a t we managed t o f i n d f o r 
t hem. 

BERLIN 

DIANE KEMP V / O 

Two hund red m i l e s away a t t h e B r i t i s h Army 
base a t Spandau h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s a r e b e i n g 
r eshaped and d e v e l o p e d . 

SGT D e n n i s C a r t e r 
Computer S t u d i e s 
CU 

SGT DENNIS CARTER V / O 

The p r i s o n was a c t u a l l y d e s t r o y e d and t a k e n 
down and been b u r i e d a l l o v e r B e r l i n . 
I t i s now been t u r n e d i n t o a B r i t a n n i a 
c e n t r e w h i c h has a l l t h e f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e 
B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s i n B e r l i n , w h i c h i s t h e 
main N a a f i , t h e c i nema , i t h o l d s t h e t r a v e l 
c e n t r e s , t h e SSVC and t h e BFBS w h i c h i f t h e 
b r o a d c a s t i n g s t a t i o n . 
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DIANE KEMP V / 0 
The E d u c a t i o n C e n t r e i s a l s o a t Spandau 

housed i n an e l e g a n t n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

b u i l d i n g once t h e home o f a German Calvary 

Reg imen t . 

Each y e a r N i g e l C u t r e s s f r o m t h e Open 

U n i v e r s i t y b r i e f s Fo rces s t a f f on t h e i r r o l e 

as t u t o r c o u n s e l l o r s . 

One o f t h e army c o u n s e l l o r s . M a j o r Dacre 

H o l l o w a y was once an OU s t u d e n t h i m s e l f and 

i s now t h e ma in c o - o r d i n a t o r be tween t h e 

f o r c e s and t h e U n i v e r s i t y . 

MAJOR DACRE HOLLOWAY V / O 

We a r e i n a p e r i o d o f c h a n g e i n t e r m s o f r u n 

down o f t h e a r m y a n d o b v i o u s l y t h a t p u t s 

CU s t r a i n s o n p e o p l e a n d t h e u n c e r t a i n t y o f t h e 

f u t u r e , b o t h p e r s o n a l l y o b v i o u s l y a n d a s a n 

o r g a n i s a t i o n a s a w h o l e many p e o p l e may b e 

d e c l a r e d r e d u n d a n t i n t h e n e x t t h r e e o r f o u r 

y e a r s , p o s s i b l e 2 0 , 30 t h o u s a n d i n t h e a r m y 

a s a w h o l e a n d a l a r g e n u m b e r o f t h o s e w i l l 

come f r o m Germany a n d i t ' s o b v i o u s l y a v e r y 

u n s e t t l i n g t i m e , b u t i t c a n a l s o b e a 

c h a l l e n g e i t ' s t h e h a l f f u l l e m p t y s y n d r o m e 

o f a p i n t , i f y o u ' r e p o s i t i v e , i t ' s h a l f 

f u l l , i f y o u ' r e n e g a t i v e i t ' s h a l f e m p t y . 

MAJOR ROBIN R IALL V / O 

I w a s n ' t c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e a r m y was g o i n g 

t o b e my c a r e e r f o r e v e r a n d a n d a d a y , s o I 

was l o o k i n g t o e q u i p m y s e l f t o move i n t o t h e 

MCU r e a l w o r l d o u t s i d e a n d t h e r e i s n ' t t o o much 

s c o p e f o r e m p l o y i n g my t a l e n t s a s a g u n n e r y 

o f f i c e r . 
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(Opening T i t l e Music) 

Andrew Neve 
MUSIC 

NEWS UP DATE HOWARD STABLEFORD 

S t i l l s (BBC C / R i g h t ) What have J u d i Dench, John Co le and An thony 
Dame J u d i Dench (No 13) C l a r e i n common? 

John C o l e (No 10) T h e y ' r e a l l 1992 Hono ra r y G radua tes o f t h e 

An thony C l a r e (C/R UPP) Open U n i v e r s i t y . 

S t i l l Moscow 

S t B a s i l s C a t h e d r a l 
Due t o p o p u l a r demand OU. B u s i n e s s S c h o o l 
c e n t r e s a r e b e i n g p l a n n e d f o r Moscow and 
A t h e n s . 

C l o t h e s 
B r i d e o f t h e Year 

The S t a r s No 6 
Ex: Channe l Four 

OU. s t u d e n t G i l l y Reeves i s t h i s y e a r s 
C l o t h e s Show B r i d e o f t h e Year - w e ' l l be 
c a t c h i n g up w i t h h e r i n A p r i l a f t e r t h e b i g 
d a y . 

0 ' 3 1 
A s c i e n t i s t who made a Nobe l P r i z e w i n n i n g 
d i s c o v e r y i s t h e new P r o f e s s o r o f P h y s i c s 
a t t h e OU. I n 1967 J o c e l y n B e l l B u r n e l l 
s p o t t e d a P u l s a r i n s p a c e . 
Bu t what i s a P u l s a r ? 

PROFESSOR JOCELYN BELL BURNELL 

An amaz ing k i n d o f s t a r , s o m e t h i n g t h a t 
w e ' v e neve r d reamt o f , i t sends o u t r a d i o 
waves w h i c h i s how we d e t e c t e d i t , and i t ' s 
o f a k i n d t h a t had neve r been i m a g i n e d 
b e f o r e , mos t u n u s u a l . 

DIANE KEMP 

How d i f f e r e n t i s i t , wha t makes i t 
d i f f e r e n t ? 
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PROFESSOR JOCELYN BELL BURNELL 

I t ' s d i f f e r e n t p r i m a r i l y because i t ' s a v e r y 
l a r g e w e i g h t compressed i n t o a v e r y s m a l l 
a r e a , so i t ' s v e r y h i g h d e n s i t y . I f you had 
t h a t k i n d o f vo lume o f n e u t r o n s t a r m a t e r i a l 
i f w o u l d w e i g h a h u n d r e d m i l l i o n t o n s , i t ' s 
t h a t dense , q u i t e i n c r e d i b l e , and l i k e 
n o t h i n g h e r e on e a r t h . So i t ' s an i m p o r t a n t 
l a b o r a t o r y i n i t ' s s e l f f o r s t u d y i n g dense 
m a t t e r . 

DIANE KEMP 

The p r o b l e m s u r e l y i s w i t h f i g u r e s o f t h a t 
k i n d i t ■ s mind b o g g l i n g and because m ind 
b o g g l i n g i t ' s o f f p u t t i n g , how do you g e t 
p a s t t h a t and g e t p e o p l e i n v o l v e d i n 
Sc ience? 

PROFESSOR JOCELYN BELL BURNELL 

W e l l c e r t a i n l y as t r onomy i s m i n d b l o w i n g and 
I t h i n k a s t r o n o m e r s o f t e n s t o p t h i n k i n g 
abou t t h e d i s t a n c e s and t h e s i z e s and t h e 
ages and so on because y o u j u s t c a n ' t 
comprehend i t . On t h e b i g g e r q u e s t i o n o f 
s c i e n c e and i t s a c c e s s i b i l i t y yes i t does 
have a b a r r i e r a p p a r e n t l y t o a number o f 
p e o p l e b u t I d o n ' t r e a l l y see why i t s h o u l d 
b e , I b e l i e v e t h a t w i t h good t e a c h i n g i t ' s 
v e r y a c c e s s i b l e f o r anybody . 

DIANE KEMP 

The l o n g d i s t a n c e l e a r n i n g o b v i o u s l y works 
i n t e r m s o f E n g l i s h , you w r i t e an essay 
t h e r e ' s no p r o b l e m t h e r e , b u t how do y o u do 
l a b o r a t o r y e x p e r i m e n t f r o m a l o n g d i s t a n c e ? 
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PROFESSOR JOCELYN BELL BURNELL 

C e r t a i n l y i t ' s a b i t more d i f f i c u l t w i t h 
Sc ience and when t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y s t a r t e d 
w i t h p e o p l e y o u can n e v e r do i t w e l l , t e n s 
o f t housands o f s t u d e n t s have p r o v e d t h a t 
you can do i t . There a r e v e r y i n g e n i o u s 
home e x p e r i m e n t k i t s , r e a l l y m a g n i f i c e n t and 
a l l t h e s e w e i r d t h i n g s come t h r o u g h t h e p o s t 
t o t h e s t u d e n t s and t h e r e a r e good 
i n s t r u c t i o n s a b o u t how t o s e t them up and 
how t o supp lemen t t h e k i t s w i t h s t u f f f r o m 
t h e home. 

DIANE KEMP 

Y o u ' r e one o f o n l y two p r o f e s s o r s o f P h y s i c s 
i n t h i s c o u n t r y , why i s i t so few women g e t 
i n v o l v e d i n s c i e n c e i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e ? 

PROFESSOR JOCELYN BELL BURNELL 

W e l l you have t o say why do so few women i n 
B r i t a i n g e t i n v o l v e d i n S c i e n c e , I know t h a t 
i n F rance and i n I t a l y f o r example l o t s and 
l o t s o f women do s c i e n c e even P h y s i c s and 
nobody t h i n k s t w i c e abou t i t , so i t ' s a 
B r i t i s h d i s e a s e and how y o u s o l v e i t , w e l l 
p e o p l e l i k e me p e r h a p s , you can do i t you do 
i t and i t 1 f u n . 

( T i t l e Mus ic Open Forum) MUSIC 
Andrew Neve 0 ' 04 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

Beh ind t h i s doo r i s t h e D i sney l a n d o f 
t e l e v i s i o n p r o d u c t i o n somewhere v e r y few 
p e o p l e g e t t o s e e , i t ' s c a l l e d v i s u a l 
e f f e c t s and t h e r e e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t i n 

SCRIPT.DOC 
24 F e b r u a r y 92 - 14 -



q u i t e a l o t o f t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y 
programmes e s p e c i a l l y i n S c i e n c e and 
M a t h e m a t i c s , so l e t ' s go and have a l o o k 
i n s i d e b u t I do warn you t h e r e a r e some v e r y 
s t r a n g e t h i n g s h a p p e n i n g i n h e r e . 

See what I mean 
MUSIC 

0*36 

Den i s p e o p l e t e n d t o t h i n k o f v i s u a l e f f e c t s 
as b e i n g t h e s t u f f o f b l o c k b u s t e r m o v i e s , 
l i k e S t a r Wars o r I n d i a n a Jones so why on 
e a r t h does t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y have a v i s u a l 
e f f e c t s d e p a r t m e n t ? 

DENIS GRANVILLE 
W e l l one o f t h e f i r s t t h i n g s i s t h a t v i s u a l 
e f f e c t s i s n o t j u s t a b o u t t h e e x p l o s i o n s and 
space b a t t l e s , a l o t o f v i s u a l e f f e c t s i s 
a l w a y s unseen t o t h e a u d i e n c e , i t ' s 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n a l a p p a r a t u s and dummies, 
r e p l i c a s o f i t e m s . I mean an example h e r e 
i s wha t we have i s r e p r o d u c t i o n o f J o u l e s 
a p p a r a t u s f o r t h e m e c h a n i c a l e q u i v a l e n t o f 
h e a t and i t was made f o r a s c i e n c e programme 
b u t i t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g h e r e i n t h e c o n c e p t 
because i t • s f e a t u r i n g a drama sequence w i t h 
J o u l e a c t u a l l y o p e r a t i n g t h e a p p a r a t u s . 

James P r e s c o t t J o u l e 

S102/TV9 " E n e r g y " 

One o f t h e t h i n g s a b o u t s p e c i a l e f f e c t s 
w o r k , you d o n ' t n e c e s s a r i l y use t h e r i g h t 
m a t e r i a l s . 
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HOWARD STABLEFORD 
Now t h a t ' s p l a s t i c i s n ' t i t ? 

DENIS GRANVILLE 

Because p e o p l e d o n ' t p i c k i t up f o r r e a l i n 
a programme t h e n we can add sound e f f e c t s 
a f t e r w a r d s i n p o s t - p r o d u c t i o n , b u t i n s i d e i s 
t h e r e a l w o r k i n g p a r t o f t h e a p p a r a t u s . The 
d i f f e r e n c e h e r e t h i s i s a c t u a l l y made o f 
m e t a l because i t ' s t h e c o n v e n i e n t t o make 
t h i s f r o m b u t whe reve r you can y o u use 
cheaper m a t e r i a l s and e a s i e r t o o p e r a t e 
m a t e r i a l s . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 
I s t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g t y p i c a l o f t h e t y p e s 
o f t h i n g s p e o p l e ask you t o make? 

DENIS GRANVILLE 
Not r e a l l y because e v e r y j o b t h a t w i l l come 
t o o u r d e p a r t m e n t i s t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t and 
we can be asked t o do t h i s one week, t h e 
f o l l o w i n g week i t w i l l be b u i l d i n g 
m a t h e m a t i c a l models o f dodecahedrons and 
t e t r a h e d r o n s , t h e n maybe a n o t h e r drama w i l l 
want some f i r e o r e x p l o s i o n e f f e c t s , b u t we 
have t o c o v e r t h e c o m p l e t e r a n g e . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 
T h i s i s a v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d m o d e l , I know i t 
t o o k you weeks t o make, what a b o u t some o f 
t h e s i m p l e r ones? 
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DENIS GRANVILLE 

We have some j u s t o v e r i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e 
w o r k s h o p , t h i s i s a v e r y heavy s t a g e w e i g h t 
used f o r h o l d i n g s c e n e r y up i n a s t u d i o , 
c a s t i r o n . . . s o r r y a b o u t t h a t Howard 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

V e r y f u n n y , w h a t ' s i t made o f ? 

DENIS GRANVILLE 

I t ' s p o l y s t y r e n e expanded p o l y s t y r e n e c a r v e d 
o u t o f a c a s t w i t h t h e l e t t e r s i n i t , 
c o v e r e d w i t h m u s l i n and t h e n p a i n t e d w i t h 
l a t e x . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

And i t s a b s o l u t e l y r e a l i s t i c , BBC TV 
b r i l l i a n t . What e l s e ? 

DENIS GRANVILLE 

B o t t l e s , t h e s o r t o f b o t t l e t h a t you m i g h t 
wan t i n a w e s t e r n s a l o o n o r a drama s e r i e s 
o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . 

HOWARD STABLEFORD 

And w h a t ' s s p e c i a l a b o u t t h i s ? 

DENIS GRANVILLE 

W e l l you can h i t me o v e r t h e head and f i n d 
o u t . 

HOWARD 

H i t you o v e r t h e head? 
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DENIS 
You can h i t me w i t h i t , yes c e r t a i n l y . . 
C a r r y on . . . . 

HOWARD 

W e l l i f you i n s i s t . . 
Tremendous Den i s i s o b v i o u s l y a man w i t h a 
l o t o f b o t t l e , t h a n k s f o r show ing me r o u n d 
i t s been a b s o l u t e l y f a s c i n a t i n g ? 
W e l l t h a t ' s i t f o r t h i s t i m e , t h a n k s v e r y 
much f o r w a t c h i n g , b u t w e ' l l be back n e x t 
month w i t h a n o t h e r Open Forum, and u n t i l 
t h e n g o o d b y e . . Cue t h e smoke. 

MUSIC 

END CREDITS 
Music by 
Andrew Neve 

P r e s e n t e r s 
Diane Kemp 
Howard s t a b l e f o r d 

Dubbing M ixer 
M a r t i n T i l l m a n 

Sound R e c o r d i s t s 
Wolfgang Baumann 
Harikumar N. 
Mike Heald 

Camera 
Derek F i r m i n 
K a t h a r i n a G e i s s l e r 
K.G. Jayan 

Mot ion C o n t r o l Camera 
Andy Evans 
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Graphics Operator 
Margare t Buxton 

P r o d u c t i o n A s s i s t a n t 
J u l i a Hickman 

V ideo tape E d i t o r 
Andrew Cowin 

A s s i s t a n t Producer 
C h r i s t i n e Palmer 

Producer 
Jean Rowton 

A P r o d u c t i o n f o r 
THE OPEN UNIVERSITY 

BBC 
C THE OPEN UNIVERSITY 
MCMXCII 
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