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Oi?M iFORUM NO- 2 4 

MURMOB. OP CROWD 

ANNOUNCER: 

ArH iAUSE: 

DON: 

Al^LAUSE 

SIR HAROLD: 

Cood evening and welcome to the Central H a l l here a t York Univers i ty . 
Where you oan see a large audience of Open Univers i ty students and 
s t a f f and d is t inguished guests are assembling f o r t h i s year 's U&1 
Lecture given by S i r Harold Wilson- This i s the f ou r t h OUSA 
Lecture which t r a d i t i o n a l l y opens the National Conference Weekend. 
You may r e c a l l i n the past lectures by S i r L iona l Russe l l , the l a te 
Lord Vio lea ther and l a s t year a t B r i s t o l by Wi l l iam Van Strabenzy. 
And each of them spoke on a top ic of Higher Education. Well ton ight 
the President of QUSA D o n S h a w ^ S o i n £ * ° present 

S i r Harold Wilson t o us-

G-ood evening lad ies and gentlemen and welcome t o the fou r th OUSA 
Lecturer We do have amongst us tonight some very d is t inguished pe ;ple 
who have graced us w i th t h e i r presence. My Lord Archbishop, Your 
Worship and dist inguished c i t i zens of York, Vice Chancellor, f e l l o r 
presidents and honoured guests. Our guest speaker ton ight i s er I 
t h i n k unquestionably one of the most eminent p o l i t i c i a n s of our age. 
He has, f o r more than a quarter of a centry, been i n the f r o n t ranks 
of the Labour iurfcy and fo r h a l f tna t i t s leader. He has a record I 
t h i n k unparral led i n modern t imes. Four times Prime Min is te r . I t s a 
sad t r a i t perhaps tha t er pos te r i t y seldom accords to i t s past 
p o l i t i c a l leaders muo cred i t f o r t h e i r achievements. A f a c t tha t was 
er recognised so Shakespeare would have us bel ieve by Mark Anthony 
amongst others- But I 'm sure we w i l l remember him i n years to come 
and be g ra te fu l to him f o r h is c ruc ia l and deoisive ro le i n i&e 
formation of the Open Univers i ty . Without f u r the r ado I w i l l i n t r o 
duce our speaker, S i r Harold Wilson. 

Mr. Chairman, Your G-raoe, f r i ends . When I accepted the i n v i t a t i o n to 
speak here and i t was indeed accepted .just before I l e f t No. 10 I 
t h i nk , er I then suggested that I would expat iate on the b i r t h , and 
indeed the not as i n te res t i ng ante-nata l h i s to ry of the Open Univers i ty 
I t has struck me since then tha t i t i s t o t a l l y inappropriate th ing to 
t a l k about because since then we have heard the authoratat ive h i s to ry 
wx'lLLen by tho VicQ' ohancollegs—And as I don t .propose to rearl t.Tiat. 

out t o you (LAUGHTER) f o r the next two or #hree hours EAU0HER or even 
attempt t o summarize i t I thought what 2 would do was speak f i r s t on 
the h i s to ry of i t s foundation - er though I ' ve been asked so many 
questions tonight t h a t I might get er i t might be more than a l i t t l e 
whi le and i f there 's any time l e f t I might t r y and widen the subjsot* 
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SIB HilSOLD: There are of course a number of claimants e r those who said they 

founded the Open Univers i ty- I can only give you the f ac t s . 
LAUGHTER AMD £t>t1j&3J8& That wasn't meant t o be funny - I don' t know 
. . . . .MOEE IAUGHTER er but I wrote i t anyway. I was i n f a c t ' 
working on the idea before I was eleoted leader of fly party and 
Leader of the Opposition i n February 1963. I t wa3 thought of 
strangely er because I was in terested i n the number of v i s i t s to 
the Soviet Union a f t e r my Trade Agreement wi th them of 1947 i n some 
o f t he i r own arrangements* f o r Higher Education- But I hasten t o 
add tha t the Open Univers i ty i s not based on' what they do. Indeed 
on my sor t of State V i s i t there i n February 1975 I spent some time 
w i th er Mr. Kosygin t e l l i n g him about the O.tJ. here how i t 
funct ioned, i t s purpose and what I thought they ou^ i t to learn from 
i t before they got l e f t behind i n the rush of other oountries 
p ick ing i t up. I t was at the Bolshoi Ba l l e t - they have a custom 
there i f one of the top er Russians i s there tha t e r between ac ts 
you go behind and you have a complete meal I mean div ided i n t o tine 
number of i n te rva ls there are i n t o two or th ree . .And you tend t o 
get t a l k i n g , easing and d r ink ing , you go back and you get a very 
i r on i c clap from the audience who've been wa i t ing f o r t y minutes f o r 
the next t h i n g . LAUGHTER And i t was on one of these occasions 
a t the Bolshoi tha t n ight tha t I t o l d him about the O.U. and I said 
I would l i k e formal ly to i n v i t e him formal ly t o send h is Min is ter 
of Higher Education over to see what we had created and t h i s ooourred 
and the Min is ter i n f a c t d id come over and I saw him. And -che main 
ideas were beginning to form i n my own mind - I oonsulted nobody 
i n B r i t a i n a t a l l - though of course i t i s a fac t and t h i s i s a 
reason f o r the many claims - tha t there were various schemes jus t 
garminailng i n various peoples' minds f o r various forms of n o n - f u l l 
time Higher Education. There were of course a number of things 
func t ion ing , there were worker's education movement, s r̂ne l o c a l 
au tho r i t i es and many other th ings . I was perhaps as concerned as 
anything w i th the v i sua l s ide. 1 was perhaps too oonoerned w i th 
the content of t e lev i s ion and of rad io . Er I f e l t the correspondence 
side wouldn' t be a l l tha t d i f f i c u l t to to work out . And urn I 
hadn' t got as f a r as th ink ing about what would happen er f o r 
arrangements f o r examining or rewarding Degrees. Now I had a great 
f r i e n d i n those days - i n the United States - ex-Senator B i l l Benton. 
B i l l 2enton was Vice Chair was p r i no ipa l of Chioago un ivers i t y when 
he was twenty n ine, helped to ra ise a l o t of money f o r them - then 
er bought f o r them Encyclopaedia Br i tannica when i t was broke and 
then i n the end he took i t on and managed i t and gave then a t h i r d 
of the shares and when they were short of money f o r a bu i l d ing 
pro jec t rang him up and said Can we have our money baok and he sent 
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SIR HAROLD: twenty eight mi l l ion dol lars. Which was quite helpful . LAUGHTER 

But the point the reason I spoke to B i l l - or two reasons - every 

year he used to pay my travel l ing expenses to go and lecture at 

Chicago University and any other college to which he was a Governor 

from parts of the States and the second thing was I knew that 

finoy B r i t did a great deal of visual education. That is f i lm f i lm 

work er I remember seeing on© for example which impressed me although 

i t s not my subject er on how the human heart functions. They had a 

model of the heart and i t was filmed - i t made i t clear to me i n 

seconds something I ' d never real ly understood from anything I might 

have read even i n his own Encyclopaedia Britannioa. Wow he was a 

great educationist and a very courageous man. He had been Senator 

for Connecticut and he'd lost his seat there er because he was the 

f i r s t Senator to take on the infamous, notorious Senator McCarthy. 

And what they did for both American youth with the Encyclopaedia 

Britannioa and Overseas was to produce these educational fi lms to 

teach visually i n classrooms. And er so in 1963 being f a i r l y sort 

of - getting more and more interested i n this *• I said "Look B i l l -

I ' l l come to Chicago but can I do just two lectures - I want to sî end 

my week i n Chicago v is i t ing Enoy Br i t to see about your visual fi lms 

and so on. So I went and did my two lectures on economic subjects 

University and i t was very crowded and there was a sort of scruffy 

looking individual - not a l l that young - I thought he was probably 

a research student - might even be a Ph.D. He was heokling me 

rather unmercifully as I went on with my economic stuf f _now i f 

there's one thing Br i t ish pol i t ic ians know about and Americans don't 

i t s how to. handle heoklers - you be warned about that LAUGHTER and 

this man was heckling me with a l l kinds of remarks. S0 I deoided 

I 'd take him apart. I gave him the old s tuf f you know that we've 

a l l used since we were in our cradles as pol i t ic ians - i t was only 

afterwards I learned i t was Milton Preedman - LOUD LAUGHTER APPLAUSE 

While I was i n Chicago I had to go and address the Fl ight of St. 

Louis Missouri - to address theknights of St. Louis or whatever 

they're called. And when I arrived there I was met by a consular 

general who said Hugh Gaitskell had been i l l when I l e f t so I 'd been 

* to see him er was much more seriously i l l and I was I ' d been in 

New York to address the Inst i tu te of Foreign Affa i rs and Adlai 

Stevenson was there with me and B i l l Benton and I was called about 

eight times during dinner from home because of the worsening of 

Hugh Gaitskell 's posit ion. I then made my speeoh such as i t was i n 

very d i f f i c u l t conditions - B i l l Benton slept r ight through i t -

and he took me back home - he was a great f r iend of Hugh Gaitskell 

he said Hugh i s dying i s n ' t he - I said yes he said well you'd better 

go back - I said well I've got to lecture at thi3 negro college and 
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SIB. HAROLD: he s a i d w e l l come another t i n e . Are you go ing t o s t a n d . I s a i d you 

d o n ' t j oke about t h a t a t a t ime l i k e t h i s , And he s a i d no - hav ing 

s a i d t h a t a re you going t o stand f o r the l e a d e r s h i p and I s a i d y e s . 

I suppose I s h a l l and he sa id um who's the immediate o p p o s i t i o n - I 

s a i d George Brown and he s a i d l o o k he s a i d t h i s i s l i k e a convent ion 

i s n ' t i t choosing you r you r e r e r s o r t o f p r e s i d e n t i a l candidate - I 

s a i d t h a t ' s r i g h t . He sa id I ' l l g i ve you a ohegue f o r t e n thousand 

d o l l a r s towards you r convent ion expenses - I s a i d B i l l I w o u l d n ' t take 

a penny f r om you o r any o the r American - i t won t cos t me t e n thousand 

d o l l a r s - he s a i d what w i l l i t cos t y o u . I s a i d two bob LAUGHTER 

and I s a i d e r I ' l l keep an a u d i t e d account and send i t t o you - i t 

cos t me e i g h t a c t u a l l y - two te lephone c a l l s - f o u r o l d p i n those 

days LAUGHTER t o t e l l D ick Crossman and George Tifaigg t.> s top 

canvassing because i t was counter p r o d u c t i o n . LAUGHTER AND AiHaJJSE 

And on the 1 4 t h February I was e l e c t e d Leader o f the ^ a r t y and had a 

g i e a t r ush o f speeches and broadcasts a l l over the coun t ry and t he re 

was no t ime u n t i l Eas te r t o c a r r y on w i t h the work on the Open 

U n i v e r s i t y . I know you were a l l wondering when I was coming bnck t o 

t h a t . LAUGHTER I was i n t he I s l e s o f Sc i lOy and on Eas te r Sunday 

morning e r a f t e r go ing t b c hu roh Your Grace I I go t back and I g o t one 

o f those w r i t i n g pads you know foo lscap w r i t i n g pads and I wrote out 

the whole t h i n g s o r t o f f rom my own mind as t o what I wanted t o say. 

And as I remember i t i t i s ex tan t and one day I ' l l f i n d i t and 

present x t t o the U n i v e r s i t y * e r I shou ld say there were about e i g h t 

pages o f f a i s e a p and t he re *d be about a thousand twe lve hundred words, 

i lnd e r i t was t he e n t i r e scheme and e r l o o k i n g back on i t - oonpared 

t o wha t ' s happened I was ex t reme ly t imo rous . I knew i t w a s n ! t go ing 

t o be a l l t h a t popu la r and I knew the whole Es tab l i shment would be 

aga ins t IS - I d i dn t r e a l i s e how much - o r how many o f them. And e r 

so perhaps I s o r t of tempered ray ideas a l i t t l e or perhaps I d i d n ' t 

have enough i m a g i n a t i o n I o a n ' t remember - f o r example I d i d no t 

suggest the O.U. shou ld be an examin ing body. That o f course has been 

a fundamenta l t h i n g i n i t s whole e r - i n i t s whole development. And 

I suggested w e l l no n o t q u i t e e r U n i v e r s i t y o f London E x t e r n a l degree 

b u t I suggested t h a t the o the r u n i v e r s i t i e s shou ld be asked t o fo rm 

a oommittee t o appo in t an examining body. One reason was I knew t h a t 

what I would have t o meet would be a l o t o f o r i t i o i s m t h a t i t was 

i n e v i t a b l y go ing t o be a r a t h e r weak s tandard - e d u c a t i o n a l l y and 

the bes t t h i n g - t o head o f f t he c r i t i c i s m would be t o make sure t h e r e 

was a dependent e x t e r n a l l y examin ing t em and i f they o f course g o t 

• v e r y good marks and so on we 'd a l l be proved r i g h t . 

The problem was when t o announce t h i s . E r as I say I had a rush o f 

speeches and t he re were g rea t arguments go ing on and t he re was a l o t 

o f p o s s i b i l i t y t he re might be an E l e c t i o n and every t ime I was go ing 
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SXR HAROLD: t o speak I had t-> r e l y on something e l se o r r e p l y t o something e l se 

and when I got t o about June I thought I ' m n o t go ing t o do i t be fo re 

t h e Summer Ho l i days because i t s no £ood making a major pronouncement 

i n J u l y - June-or J u l y - i t was j u s t s o r t o f e r e r f l o a t away on the 

summer a i r and a l ^ t o f people would be on h o l i d a y . A l l go ing on 

h o l i d a y and i t w e l l when Confuscius s a i d a week i s a l o n g 

t ime i n p o l i t i c s l e t me t e l l you the summer h o l i d a y i s much l o n g e r 

and the l o n g e s t week i n p o l i t i c s i s Chr is tmas. And so I decided 

t o postpone i t and i t happened I was do ing a major speech i n 

Glasgow on September 9 t h , Now i f you speak I n Glasgow - t he re w i l l 

be some Scots here and I won t say a n y t h i n g o f f e n s i v e whatsoever 

LAUGHTER b u t the S c o t t i s h i ¥ess w i l l expect you t o make a speeoh on 

S c o t t i s h a f f a i r s and -chey w i l l p r i n t i t ve ry f a i t h f u l l y and 

a c c u r a t e l y and a t cons iderab le l e n g t h e r b u t you must have a handout 

f o r South o f the Border as w e l l . Cos they won ' t p r i n t t h a t . So I 

had my speech i n two p a r t s , one was my S c o t t i s h p iece and the o ther 

was the Open U n i v e r s i t y . And i t g o t e r f a i r l y f a i r l y f u l l y and very 

honesty r e p o r t e d b u t I might say i t g o t q u i t e an a b s o l u t e l y f i l t h y 

r r e s s . I t was e i t h e r i gno red i n oomment - w e l l a c t u a l l y some papers 

d i a V t even r e f e r t o the speech. Or i t was knocked and t h i s was a 

crazy idea and a gimmick and a l l the r e s t o f i t and ao on - any th ing 

new i n t h i s count ry i s always a gimmick. And e r t he re was j u s t one 

paper t h a t welcomed i t and t h a t was the Economist and i t s r a t h e r 

i n t e r e s t i n g o f course t h a t the f i r s t Chance l lo r o f the U n i v e r s i t y was 

Geof f rey Crowther. Er I ' d done t h i s e n t i r e l y on my own - I 

suppose I was young and brash had I been more exper ienced I ' d have 

taken i t t o the N a t i o n a l Exeout ive o f the Labour P a r t y LAUGHTER and 

yes the Labour i- 'arty would s t i l l be d i scuss ing i t here i n 1977 

LOUD LA'TGHTER & At'iliAUSE 

And w e l l I j u s t announced i t t h a t the Labour Government i f e l e c t e d 

w i l l do t h i s . E r i t wasn ' t i n the Man i fes to - so i t wasn ' t wor th 

hav ing an argument about . And e r e r a c t u a l l y I d i d r e f e r something 

t o the N a t i o n a l Execu t i ve - t h a t was the Ombudsman, I wanted t o 

announce an Ombudsman. I t t o o k them e i g h t months and a t the end o f 

i t t he Committee d i v i d e d f o u r f o u r . Four i n f a v o u r and f o u r aga ins t 

so I ' m ve ry g l a d I d i d n ' t waste any t ime on t h i s one. I t was n o t i n 

the man i fes to as I say b u t i t was p a r t y p o l i c i e s as f a r as I was 

concerned and t h a t ' s a l l I could he c o n c e d e d w i t h a t t h a t time-. 

W e l l we were e l e c t e d e r t o form a government - we had a m a j o r i t y o f 

f o u r b u t i t was soon reduced t o two because e r P a t r i c k Gordon "Walker 

l o s t h i s sea t and I had t o fo rm an a b s o l u t e l y new Government. Only 

two o f them had ever s a t i n a Cabinet b e f o r e . One was young 

G r i f f i t h s who I appo in ted Secre ta ry of S ta te t o Wales a k i n d of 

Char te r Mayor Char te r Secre ta ry o f S ta te - he was 74 and a grand man 
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SIB. HAROLD: man i n every m y b u t he obv ious l y w a s n ' t go ing t o s t ay l o n g , he was 

j u s t go ing t o be the C i r s t and the o t h e r was i ' a t r i o k Gordon t a l k e r ' 

as I s a i d who d isappeared i n t h ree months. Bu t the advantage was 

I had a Cabinet who d i d n ' t know the convent ions o f cab ine t - I mean 

i f you l o o k a t my book t h a t I 'm no t here t o p l u g t o n i g h t LAUGHTER 

o f course the Governments o f B r i t a i n you w i l l f i n d some aooounts 

about how they a l l wanted t h i ngs - t h e i r p o s i t i o n s reserved i n the 

Minutes and I s a i d I c o u l d n ' t p o s s i b l y agree t o a t h i n g l i k e t h a t 

and i n f a c t i t had a l l been done be fo re bu t you can change the r u l e s 

s l i g h t l y i f you ' ve g o t enough people t h e r e who d o n ' t IAUGRXBK o b j e c t . 

Sr b u t xhen we urn t h e r e was t h e Queen's speeoh - no re fe rence t o the 

Open U n i v e r s i t y - I suspeot h a l f the Cabinet h a d n ' t heard about i t 

and c e r t a i n o f the Oppos i t i on hadn t - t h a t he lped t o o . Um then I 

went ahead and I s a i d I ' m go ing t o do t h i s . F i r s t o f a l l I appo in ted 

Jennie Lee - a mistake on my p a r t - n o t t o appo in t her b u t I appointee 

her - I appo in ted a M i n i s t e r of the A r t s . Cos we had t o save t he 

London Orches t ras . Um two were going under immed ia te l y . And so I 

se t up an enqu i r y under Lo rd Goodman - Mr. Goodman as he then was -

one-man enqu i r y and they s a i d they must be saved and how i t should 

be done - w e l l he b rough t i t t o my a t t e n t i o n two o r t h r e e months 

be fo re and he w r o t e and he w ro te t h i s p iece and he cane t o me and I 

s a i d r i g h t I ' l l send i t t o the new Chairman o f the A r t s c o u n c i l and 

you and he w i l l r ead i t w i t h c a r e . I ' d appo in ted h im t h a t n i g h t 

a c t u a l l y he was Chairman o f the A r t s Counc i l and so t h a t he lped as 

w e l l . And so w i t h h im and Jennie we had something go ing on the A r t s 

f o r the f i r s t t i m e . There*d never been a M i n i s t e r o f t he A r t s b a t I 

p u t I pu t i n the M i n i s t r y o f work j f o r some reason - w e l l she go t 

concerned w i t h t hec i . . o f the Guards' Barraoks a t 

K h i g h t s b r i d g s . I then r e a l i s e d o f course what I shou ld do so I 

moved her sideways e r t h a t i s a t Under Secre ta ry l e v e l t o the 

Department o f Educat ion and I s a i d Jenn ie you are t a k i n g charge o f 

t he Open U n i v e r s i t y beoause i f you d o n ' t I s h a n ' t have anybody t o 

h e l p me a t a l l . I had no suppor t whatsoever f rom the M i n i s t r y o f 

Educat ion e r whether depar tmen ta l l y o r m i n i s t e r i a l l y , on l y o p p o s i t i o n 

and f r o m the T reasury . And t h a t r e a l l y remained t r u e u n t i l Ted Shor t 

who h i m s e l f had s t u d i e d e x t e r n a l l y e r became the M i n i s t e r i n 1968 

b u t "by t h a t t ime we were over the hump and the t h i n g was go ing ahead 

except f o r the e f f o r t s o f t he Chance l lo r every yea r t o cancel i t t o 

save money. But e r t h e e r we s e t up a depar tmenta l work ing p a r t y 

which was j u s t about t o produce a r e p o r t t o say i t w a s n ' t f e a s i b l e 

t h a t i t w o u l d n ' t work , i t wasn ' t necessary so why have i t anyway 

i t would cos t t o o much. And so a t t h a t p o i n t I wound up the work ing 

p a r t y - seem t o remember something about Cromwell you know IAUGH-ER 
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SIR HAROLD: "You have been too long f o r any good you oan do - I n the name of 

Cod gd* - or whatever i t was- However they were qu ie t l y wound up 
and replaced by another one under Jennie. And a t t h i s t ime - oh the 
Treasury were t o t a l l y against f i nd ing any money - when they rea l ised 
l a t e r tha t I was going t o have i t anyway whatever they thought they 
changed t he i r technique. Er but there was a i t was s t r a i g h t b lack
mai l - I mean they were not saying no there mustn' t be an Open 
un ivers i ty but what they d id - each year you see when you get these 
annual publ ic expenditure programmes - which means cut t ing back on 
something tha t a year ago you decided you were going t o do two years 
afterwards ** t h a t ' s next year i n the • • . . . whenever you do 
tha t urn then the Treasury produce a l i s t of what's got to be cut 
and then the Cabinet discuss i t - there are various techniques of 
dealing w i th i t and there 's been a l o t more pub l i c i t y about these 
things i n the l a s t year or so. Er because er because of t he i r 
importance. I n many d i rec t i ons . What they d i d was always to put a t 
the top of the l i s t Abandoned scheme f o r Open Univers i ty - saving 
X -m l l l i on pounds - I can ' t remember what i t was a t that t i n e , ilnd 
er so urn >f course the Chancellor always came t o see me before 
c i r cu la t i ng and I ' d say here you can ' t havelhat again Roy or whoever 
i t might be and he sa id w e l l I know i t s very d i f f i c u l t f o r you but 
he 's got to add up and of course i f we don' t cut out some of the 
f r i l l s you see er then we oan t r e a l l y get a t o ld so and so - the 
Min is t ry of whatever i t was f o r defence you see* I f we're going to 
go on w i th t h i s and of oourse I knew what he was a f t e r - he was 
ge t t i ng ne to say tha t I f he would keep i t i n the programme would I 
back him please i n h is f i g h t w i th the Min is t ry of Defence. So a 
somewhat squal id deal - a construct ive arrangement anyway LAUGHTER 
was worked out which made me happy because he l e f t i t i n - he d i d n ' t 
even make the decision suggestion and nobody else thought of i t and 
at tne same time then of course he got what he wanted i n having the 
rTime Min is ter w i t h him i n some of the Cabinet b a t t l e s . 
I n l a t e r years, now I 'm jumping ahead a b i t but I ' l l come back - i n 
l a t e r years the technique was d i f f e ren t . The Open Univers i ty was 
already announced. I t was going to happen, i t was we l l under way 
so the had been appointed and so the Treasury i n t h i s 

time and we were i n great f i nanc i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s - i t was the time 
of devaluat ion, i t was the time of of er the need f o r very 
conoidorablo wjipeiiuLlturo cuta - thu Treasury teolmlqUfl on t h i s time~~ 
i n the f i r s t d ra f t they 'd always said Open Universi ty - r i g h t a t the 
top o f t e l ist"> should be honoured. Er always a t the top o f the 
l i s t . Um freeze student membership a t f i v e thousandor perhaps seven 
thousand as we went you know. I n f l a t i o n , i ind er so I said no no no 
i t s got to go - i t s Open - i t can ' t be open i f you say i t s f i r m i n 
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SIR HAROU): that way arid so we i l of course i t s very d i f f i c u l t but i f y o u ' l l 

su?pml> onto the Min is t ry of Defence or something LAUGHTER 
A t the beginning as I soy most of the people e r i n the Higher 
Education World were opposed to i t i n p r i n c i p l e . They a l l had and 
pe r fec t l y honourably - I mean I 'm not c r i t i o i s i n g i n the s l i gh tes t 
they a l l had t h e i r own ideas - t h e i r own axes t o g r i n d - some of 
them wanted to develop WA and a l l the res t o f i t and since un my 
my unole had been.the fomn&ingraember of the WEA - asked who that 
funny ourate was Your Grace they said oh he's a fu ture Archbishop 
of Canterbury but h is name's Temple - he was a founder as w e l l a t 
the Foundation Meeting and na tu ra l l y I wasn't prejudiced against the 
SEA er but a l l of them wanted to tax something onto the ex i s t i ng er 
system and not to have what I Was s t i l l c a l l i n g and wrongly c a l l i n g 
the Univers i ty of the A i r . ^h& phrase Open Univers i ty never was 
mine and I only wish I only wish I ' d thought of i t but er I ' l l come 
+0 tha t as w e l l . IAUG-HTEtt Now obviously a i-rime Min is ter cou ldn ' t 
take oharge of t h i s operat ion. I put Jennie on i t - .rrime Min is ter 
can ' t have endless consultat ions wi ththe educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
l o c a l government, the BBC were very important here and professional 
associat ions through the then £0$ and the -then ATTI who were by the 
way on the whole h e l p f u l . But I had had t h i s urn t ig ress as I ' ve sa id 

Jennie Lee. And er 1 j us t gave her the .and I said i f 
you run i n any t rouble Jennie you come s t ra igh t to me. This i s not 
on a f f a i r which i s cont ro l led by the Department of Education at a l l 
you j us t happen t o be -chere - you've got a desk there - er but any 
t rouble you come and see me about i t . You do not have t o repor t to 
anybody higher i n the Department. And to show that I meant business 
I made her a Min is te r of State instead of a rarE&mentary secretary. 
She d id meet a l o t of resistance i n her department - er and er 
whenever she met any obstruct ions i f she couldn ' t get round i t herse l f 
we'd have a meeting. I hadn't rea l i sed hjw dedicated she was. Nor 
indeed had I rea l i sed what the p o t e n t i a l i t i e s to the idea were and 
what i t was going - what one hoped i t was going t o meet. Mine was a 
much more l i m i t e d approach. But on the 6th February 1966 there was 
a j o i n t meeting a t Chequers - I i n v i t e d the MEC and there was ourselve. 
The Cabinet. And we discussed - i t was a k ind of a pre-Manifesto 
Meeting r e a l l y because the two bodies - i t was obvious to me anyway 
there was going t o be an E lec t ion i n March - the .tress a l l sa id i t 
wasn t possible - but i n the end we had t o sor t of er l e t i t be known 
tha t they 'd bet te r change t h e i r minds and er i n the afternoon i t was 
j u s t a k ind o f desol t ry discussion - anybody ra i s ing any po in t and 
Jennie got up. How t h i s was the fasc inat ing th ing about Jennie. 
Jennie got up and she said "tftiat none of you know and I don' t blame 
you because the Press don t p r i n t i t i s t h i s wonderful idea - i t s the 
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SIR HAROLD; greatest t h i n g tha t we've ever seen and i t s the Open Univers i ty . 

And she compared i t i n her own id iosyncra t i c way w i th the National 
Health Service which of course had been the creat ion of her own 
husband and one f e l t tha t i n a way she was sor t of being l o y a l t o 
him* He'd been dead s i x years. But she was creat ing something which 
he would have approved of . I t h i nk i t was i n par t that and i n par t 
I t h ink i t was the f a c t that you know she'd always been kept down 
because she was Na i ' s wife and wasn t appointed a Min is te r . But now 
she was so exci ted about i t and I hadn't rea l i sed how exfciting i t 
was-and I must say u n t i l she spoke er on t h i s oooasion. There were 

problems. Obviously one was ra i s i ng the money and er because we 
hadn' t got as f a r as having an expenditure forecast . The other was 
the Broadcasting problem. What about the ^'ourth channel. Well i t 
wasn t ready i n time and to judge from my f r i end Lord Annan i t s t i l l 
i s n ' t ready. .And these are a few years afterwards. 
I decided myself " the BBC and er the Chairman - the then Chairman 
Lord Norman Brooke and the Di rector General, Hugh Carleton G-reene 
came to see me. They desperately needed money. For er the dave l -
opnent of BBC 2 and f o r Local Broadcasting which I was very keen on. 
So I sa id do you know I r e a l l y t h i nk I I hope to f i n d you the money. 
I said or of course i t depends on what you do but I said there i s 
t h i s idea of the Univers i ty of the A i r and I w i l l see how much money 
eightee.1 m i l l i o n t h a t ' s r i g h t I sa id - yes - I sa id a l l r i gh t I ' l l 
do my best to get tha t money f o r you provided you w i l l agree to take 
over a l l the broadcasting respons ib i l i t i e s of the Open Un ive rs i t y . 
Open Univers i ty - had radio and te lev i s ion - t > discuss w i th you how 
i t s going t o be done and er sui table times of the day and week and 
a l l the res t of i t . /aid then y o u ' l l be able to do l o c a l broadcasting* 
liifhen we got out of the room I suddenly rea l i sed tha t t h i s was the 
so r t of t h ing as a matter of decehoy I ought t o mention to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer LAUGHTER Urn but um indeed I d id and we 
had problems i n ra i s ing the money. Er Jennie by t h i s time had run 
i n t o d i f f i c u l t i e s p r a c t i c a l l y everywhere so I appointed Lord Goodman 
to ass is t her and tha t was no i d l e th rea t LAUGHTER and er he was 
doing a remarkable job and he rather l o s t hope that we'd ever get 
the money on the r i g h t terms. We didn t want t h i s o ld pub l i c accounts 
committee and tha t sor t of t h i ng . And he went o f f to t r y and get some 
pr iva te money. He went i n fa£ t t o er to Washington and New York to 
meet the b i g Foundations. He thought he'd got something out of one 
of the foundations and then he found he hadn ' t . I t was a t tha t stage 
tha t I said go and t a l k to B i l l Benton. He ought to be able to f i n d 
some money f o r t h i s . Er even i f we have t o do some k ind of make 

some sor t of understanding wi th Encyclopaedia Br i tann ioa. Benton 
refused I 'm sorry to say i t was the only great mistake I ever you 
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SIR HA&QLDs know knew t h a t £@ made - s t r ange l y when he saw I t I n be ing e r he 

j u s t had t o a p e r i o d o f t w o yea rs despe ra te l y i l l w i t h h e p a t i t u s 

because o f t he American H e a l t h Serv ioe o r l a c k o f i t - i f you have 

t o have a "blood t r a n s f u s i o n the b l ood i s taken f r o m the d rug h i p p i e s 

and they want the money f o r more drugs and he was i n f e c t e d and he 

had h e p a t i t i s so 1 wasn ' t ab le t o do much w i t h h im d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d 

exoept I went t o see h i m . Bu t when he d i d come over - t h i s was j u s t 

be fo re h i s dea th he was so f u l l o f c o n t r i t i o n f o r n o t hav ing pu t up 

the money the f i r s t t ime t h a t when h e ' d been t o M i l t o n Keynes he e r 

endowed e r B i l l Benton H a l l which t u r n e d out t o be i n h i s memory 

oos as 1 say he d i e d . Meanwhile Jenn ie had been t r y i n g t o take the 

scheme out o f p u b l i c cont raversey and she had as X say Lo rd Goodman. 

E r and Jenn ie and Goodman were a wonder fu l combina t ion . So f a r as 

t he o b s t r u c t i o n i s t s were concerned and remember our main prob lem was 

n o t h o s t i l i t y . I t was j u s t d u l l o b s t r u c t i o n . I t was j u s t p l a y i n g 

f o r t ime i t was j u s t e r n o t hav ing a mee t ing . I t was a l l t h a t s o r t 

o f t h i n g . They d i d n ' t want t o go on. Bu t o f course t o have he r and 

Goodman toge the r i t now meant t h a t they had t o face n o t on ly t he rough 

b u t the smooth. And e r t he smooth opera to r i n t h i s oase an i d e a l i s t i c 

and pass ionate b e l i e v e r i n the Open U n i v e r s i t y was determined t o w in 

and they were b o t h determined t o w i n . And between them they 

conceived the i dea o f the Venables Committee - one o f the h i g h e s t 

powered and most dedioa-ced oommittees o r commisions I ' v e known i n 

t h i r t y two years o f p u b l i o l i f e . B r i t was so h i g h powered, i t was so 

a & t h o r a t i t i v e , i t was t h e i r members were so w i d e l y respec ted t h a t i f 

t hey came down i n f a v o u r o f the i dea and wha t ' s more s a i d how i t was 

go ing t o work t hen i t would d ismiss a l o t o f i d l e o r i g n o r a n t o r 

f a tuous c r i t i c i s m . And as I say i t s membership was e r was ex t reme ly 

w e l l ohosen - no-one w i l l be able t o impune i t s a u t h o r i t y * I must 

r e s i s t any suggest ion t h a t the oommittee was backed i n any way. I f 

i t was I d idn t know about i t - Jenn ie and Goodman chose i t between 

them. And i t was a f i r s t c l ass commit tee, But t h e i r r e p o r t was o f 

oourae a c l e a r and a u t h o r a t i t i v e statement o f the case f o r the O.U. 

and more t han t h a t i t charted- the immediate way ahead. And t h a t was 

I t h i n k one o f the g r e a t t u r n i n g p o i n t s . Less t imorous than I had 

been she and Goodman f i r s t and then Venables r e j e c t e d t h i s idea o f a 

consor t ium o f un ive s i t i e s t he k i n d o f c o l l e c t i v e London U n i v e r s i t y . 

E x t e r n a l degree concept i n favour o f making the O.U. i t s own examin

i n g body. I n every sense an independent u n i v e r s i t y w i t h i t s own 

govern ing body , i t s own standards and methods * i t s own c o n t r o l o f i t s 

a f f a i r s f rom ent rance a t t he beg inn ing t o examina t ions . 

The seoond g r e a t t u r n i n g p o i n t e r t h i s i s ray o n l y c r i t i c i s m o f 

Wal te r Peqy 's book. 3?he s e o o n F l u r n i n g p o i n t i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 

underp layed by Wa l te r F e r r y b u t a t l e a s t as s i g n i f i c a n t as Jenn ie Lee ' s 
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SIR'HAROLD: appointment the turn ing po in t was the se lec t ion of S i r Walter Perry 

as Vice-chancel lor 4 n 1968* Leading of course to the creat ion of 
the Senate. And i t would be stupid f o r me t o go over a l l t ha t he has 
t o l d us i n h is hook - every d e t a i l i s there - the d i f f i c u l t i e s - I 
mean unimaginable d i f f i c u l t i e s . D idn ' t even know where i t was going 
t o be - which side of London was i t going t o be. Would he run i n t o 
one problem a f te r another. But h is record of the Planning of the 
Univers i ty i n a s t i l l hos t i l e melia - w i th great doubts about i t s 
su rv i va l should there be a change i n Government - I t h ink i t s tha t 
record tha t r e a l l y makes h is book h i s t o r i c . Er one of the anx ie t ies 
supposing he was going to a t t r a c t good s t a f f from ex is t ing un i ve rs i t i es 
or other i n s t i t u t i o n s and then there was a change of government and 
the whole th ing was scrapped because unfor tunately Edward Boyle i n 
f a c t and most uncharacter is t ic of Edward had used some rather rude 
words about the content he was the Shadow Minister of i&ucat ion. 

And i n any case one d i d n ' t know whether Conservative Chancellors 
pressure would be greater even than ours had been. So um the problems 
tha t er Walter describes i n r e c r u i t i n g s t a f f would have been much 
worse as I say i f he 'd t r i e d t o persuade good people t o throw up the 
safety of an established un ive rs i t y who were going to be thrown onto 
the scrap heap I f there was a change of government. I n fao t he said 
even he was too pessimist ic - every post tha t was advert ised was over
subscribed - he had not only i n quant i ty but abcve a l l i n q u a l i t y 
the most superb l i s t s of appl icants f o r these jobs. Then he had a l l 
the other problems - estimating the numbers of students - the Chr is t 
bu i l d i ng programme which was a suooess, the decis ion t o create 
foundation ooursesy the c red i t system, the widespread reg iona l , 
educational counc i l l i ng system which had never been i n my scheme at 
a l l . The establishment of the p r inc ip le of open entry w i t h no 
insistence of p r i o r form of academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . The creat ion of 
the courses themselves, the question what courses they were going to 
be. The departments, the course teams, the u n i t s , the mastery wi th 
the BBC of the very formidable broadcasting problem because there 
were new problems that had never been tackled by the BBC or anyone 
e lse . But I n f a c t leading and i n s p i r i n g himself on a l l these problems 
and as I say one can only read them i n the book - the Vice-chancel lor 
w i th the f u l l baoking of the Senate and i t was a very g ood senate -
i ns i s ted on what i s the greatest theme of a l l about the Open Univers i ty 
apart from the fao t tha t i t i s open - and tha t i s tha t there w i l l be 
no compromise on standards. Anyone even i n d i r e c t l y i n touch w i t h the 
O.U. and I can only claim to be i n d i r e o t l y - many of you know my 
elder son, a former Oxford Mathematios Don i s an Open Univers i ty 
Lecturer - my younger son i s j u s t h a l f way through h i s courses as a 
student. And anyone l i k e so many here are much closer i n touch w i t h 
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SIR. H&pOLDs i t than I am w i l l agree w i t h me how t h a t unoompromising p r i n c i p l e 8 

about standards, l a i d down f rom the ou tse t has been a s s e r t e d and 

ma in ta ined . And e r I , unde rs tand f rom you r Chairman, you can pass a 

mot ion o f censure i f h e ' s t o l d me wrong o r I ' v e go t i t wrong - e r 

t h a t no-one i s p r e s s i n g t h i s more than the members o f the A s s o c i a t i o n * 

Of the s tudents themselves. That you do n o t want t o see any. Any 

any easing o f s tandards* My own v iew and I ' m q u i t e as I say I ' m n o t 

s u f f i c i e n t l y expe r t b u t f rom what I ' v e seen I b e l i e v e the standards 

are a t l e a s t as h i g h as those you ge t i n any o the r u n i v e r s i t y and i n 

some cases h igher * I can on ly speak about mathematics f o r the reastn 

I ' v e ment ioned. Bu t my own son who a f t e r s e v e r a l yea rs as a Don a t 

Oxford says the s tandard o f the mafchematics i s more modern and up 

t o date more tough more c h a l l e n g i n g and ha rder than conven t iona l 

u n i v e r s i t y mathematio standards and s ince I understand you ' ve passed 

t h i s you can con f i rm t h a t * LAUGHTER I ' v e a l ready generously done so 

supported me when I ment ioned t h a t t o the ft?ess. Before - be fo re 

d i n n e r . And the o ther t h i n g o f oourse - even i f t h a t were no t so 

the system o f the oourse teams - the system o f f o u r t e e n people -

w r i t i n g t h e educa t i ona l programme - whether i t s f o r b roadcas t , 

whether i t s f o r e r e r sending t h r o u ^ i the p o s t o r whatever i t m i ^ i t 

have t o b e . E r you have as you know the va r i ance on i t b u t two 

people have feot t o produce the f o r t n i g h t ' s work . E i t h e r o f t hen can 

d r a f t i * - t he o ther p u l l i t t o p ieces o r they may s i t down and d r a f t 

i t t o g e t h e r and then i t i s submi t ted t o t h e judgement o f t h e i r p e e r s . 

Of the o the r twe lve mathematic ians o r chemists o r e r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

exper t s o r whatever they may be - e r and they can savage i t and 

f r e q u e n t l y do so . That i s n o t u s u a l i f I may say so i n conven t iona l 

u n i v e r s i t y . E r and indeed i n conven t iona l u n i v e r s i t y i t i s p o s s i b l e 

I know i c doesn t o f t e n happen t h a t a chap - suppose I f o r example 

I was a don a t 21 - suppose I h a d n ' t gone i n f o r o t he r t h i n g s t h a t 

you nay have read about . IAUGHTER I I ' d be t h e r e y e t . I ' d be 

t h e r e s t i l l . There 's no obvious t e s t o f me f o r t y one years a f te rwards 

f o r t y years a f te rwards as t o whether as t o whether I kep t up my 

r e a d i n g . TS/hen I was s t i l l t each ing economics I mean o f the age o f 

games c r Adam Smith o r whatever i t might have been . There 's no r e a l 

oheck on the q u a l i t y o f my l e c t u r e s - I d o n ' t have t o g i ve very many 

i t s v e r y o p t i o n a l i n Oxford you know. E r i n c e r t a i n f i e l d s o f s tudy . 

And the on l y way they oou ld r e a l l y t e s t was i f I go t t o o many t h i r d 

c l ass honours o r f o u r t h c l ass honours - I t h i n k those have gone now 

used t o have then a t a c e r t a i n p o i n t the Co l lege would say t h a t I 

r e a l l y ny t a l e n t s were b e t t e r occupied on research and make me a 

sen io r researoh f e l l o w . LAUGHTER And urn I ' v e seen i t happen. 

Before t he war . But i n the case - t he re i s a f u r t h e r check on 

s tandards and I ' m t a l k i n g here about t he q u a l i t y and the modern i ty 
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and relevance of the programmes and tha t i s o f oourse the f i v e year 
r u l e . I t was hoged they had four however b r i l l i a n t however muoh 
a pa r t i cu la r oourse has been copied a l l over the world and many of 
them are and i t appears now the biggest sor t of educational 
publ ish ing house w i th b ig exports - you may f i n d un i ve rs i t i es a l l 
over the wor ld stocked up w i t h i t - i n two years time from now - some 
of i t has been done three years ago - tha t goes f o r a Burton and i t s 
got to s t a r t a l l over again. So there i s a fu r the r guarantee of 
standards. Now urn the other th ing of course i s the f aot tha t i t i s 
open. And I ' d only commend you - I won f t read i t out ton igh t -
though 1 have kept a copy of i t and i t i s avai lable and no doubt 
most of you know i t - tha t was a moving wonderful opening speech 
when the Open Un ivers i ty was oreated at the Royal er i n the Royal 
Society when the then Chancellor, the f i r s t Chancellor made -
explained why the word Open had been chosen. And what i t meant and 
he had that tremendous quotat ion from the i n s c r i p t i o n on the Statue 
of L i be r t y - and then saying Open and explaining i t - i f any of you 
by any chanoe don ' t know i t make i t your business t o get a oopy and 
I won't read i t out ton igh t . I t i s qu i te long but i t i s w e l l worth 
reading. 

Er I t h i nk the idea has caugnt on i n B r i t a i n now - I might say there 
was almost no repor t ing the next day a f t e r the day of the Foundation. 
And the Royal Charter being read out. Almost none. Er but i t has 
caught on now and I t h i nk i t i s appreciated mor6 as i t were 
reg iona l l y and i n l o c a l areas than i t i s s h a l l we say er i n the 
oookta i l b e l t of oentra l London. I t i s appreciated s t i l l more I 
f i n d abroad. P a r t i c u l a r l y by educationists and experts. But I 'm 
amazed now whenever I ' ve been f o r example i n the United States -
I ' ve been beseeohed by Univers i ty presidents, senators, congressmen 
and infleed I ' v e had discussions w i th two successive Presidents* 
Er who want to know about the Open Univers i ty . Now one of the most 
senior American p o l i t i c i a n s - a f r i e n d of mine of twenty f i v e -
t h i r t y years now - a man who's he ld almost the n i c e s t rank i n the 
United States - could we l l have gone higher t o l d me when he was over 
i n London a year ago tha t he thou^ i t h is a t a f f had advised him -
they 'd been doing a study on i t f o r him - tha t before the middle 
I960's there would be an Open Univers i ty i n every state of the Union. 
Of the United States. And when I went to I s r a e l three years ago 
Christmas, no 1972 - er as soon as I got there I was taken t o meet 
some educationists - of course now we've got the Everyman -
de l ibera te ly modelled on the B r i t i s h Open Un ivers i t y . One other 

-aehiovomont which i t -was possible tu fureuas l and was i n my opening 

statements - so muoh wasn't - and tha t was the idea tha t was produced 
f o r t e lev i s ion here f o r a single screen, and of course i t may a l l 
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SIR. HAROLD: change a g r e a t dea l when we can g e t cheap v ideo e r tape recorded 

casse t tes and so on and means o f e r showing whem, b u t what I f e l t then , 

was t h a t - i t was an obvious p o i n t - t h a t something t h a t had "been 

prepared f o r our own t e l e v i s i o n screen cou ld he taken i n the t h i r d 

w o r l d i n a l e c t u r e room and e r shown f rom an o r d i n a r y e r p r o j e c t o r 

because i t i s a f a c t t h a t the Open U n i v e r s i t y does have a v e r y l o t o f 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d c o n t r i b u t o r s . I t s teams a r e good. I t s d i r e c t l y 

employed s t a f f a re good. But o f course the ou ts ide i n t e r v i e w s t h a t 

they have w i t h anyone who can t e l l them a n y t h i n g about the s u b j e c t 

t he amount o f t r a v e l l i n g i t s been do ing - some o f the r e a l l y i n t e n s i v e 

research i n No r th America which they have done e r t h i s i s a t o t a l boon, 

t h i s i s i n f a c t a f o r e i g n a i d programme - i t i s a t h i r d w o r l d programme 

o f an e n t i r e l y new d imens ion. Doing more i n i t s - i t s capable o f 

do ing more i n f a c t than UNESCO does. Or aib any r a t e p r o v i d i n g a ve ry 

p o w e r f u l supplement t o UNESCO and urn i f I might ment ion urn a doc to r 

a p r o f e s s o r o f medioine - a f r i e n d o f Wa l te r r e r r y - asked i f he cou ld 

come and see me. I t was when I was s t i l l i n o p p o s i t i o n about 1973 I 

shou ld t h i n k - h e ' d been appo in ted e r p r i n c i p a l o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f 

Benin i n N i g e r i a - he krew t h a t I knew the N i g e r i a n s f a i r l y w e l l and 

had been ou t the re - and e r he sa id t h a t he had r ead t h i s about Open 

U n i v e r s i t y and p r o j e c t i o n s and he was hop ing t o do i t and e r I gave him 

a l e t t e r o f i n t r o d u c t i o n t o the P res iden t e r who then s a i d oh yes 

marve l lous - go ahead w i t h i t - and t he Pres iden t sa id what cou ld we 

do t o l i n k Ben in w i t h the Open U n i v e r s i t y so the Deans o f t h e on l y two 

f a c u l t i e s , . t h e y had a t t h a t t ime I t h i n k i t was e r arranged t o come t o 

the Open U n i v e r s i t y the f o l l o w i n g Eas te r and the doc to r came back a t 

h r i s tmas and t o l d me a l l about i t - v e r y e x c i t e d - got f u l l back ing -

u n f o r t u n a t e l y h e ' d a l r eady c o n t r a c t e d cancer and d i d n ' t know and he 

d i e d w i t h i n a month - I go t a l e t t e r f r om the ^ r e s i d e n t say ing my 

dear f r i e n d we1 r e s o r r y about my dear f r i e n d d y i n g - i n f a c t I ' d on ly 

known him two o r t h r e e months and the l i n k was the Open U n i v e r s i t y . 

Bu t the l i n k s came and the l i n k s had been have teen b u i l t up . 

Another t h i n g I d o n ' t t h i n k enou^i p u b l i c i t y i s g i ven t o - t h e r e ' s a 

l i t t l e o f i t i n W a l t e r ' s book - w a i t e r ' s book - n o t q u i t e enough -

b u t e r i t i s a ma t te r t h a t shou ld be e r more i n peop le ' s mind i s e r 

t he development t h a t has been done on s c i e n t i f i c i n s t r u m e n t s and 

s tuden t s ' k i t s - microscopes and a l l these o the r t h i n g s . For example 

when I l a s t went t o M i l t o n Keynes I was t o l d t h a t t h e y ' v e developed 

an e n t i r e l y new method o f co lou r p r i n t i n g . ?ftiioh can be used o f oourse 

f a r ou ts ide the rea lm o f the Open U n i v e r s i t y . Many o f you who are 

s c i e n t i s t s w i l l know t h e s t o r y o f t he k i t s and o f t he mioroscopes 

which the was i t the b i o l o g i s t s and o thers had t o have e r and they 

found t h i s manufacturer who was making e r q u i t e economical one and 

t h e y re -schedu led i t f o r him and p u t i n p l a s t i c s here i n s t e a d o f me ta l 
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SIR. HAROLD i and a l l the r e s t or r e ana out i t down w i t h mass prod.uofd.oEa and. i t 

was i n c r e d i b l y cheap, e r f i g u r e end o f course a l l t h i s has i t s s ide 

e f f e c t s i n deve lop ing expor ts whioh have got n o t h i n g t o do as i t 

were w i t h t he main work o f t he Open U n i v e r s i t y , a t a l l . And e r one 

would l i k e t o see t h i s go f u r t h e r . I would l i k e t o see, i f i t d o e s n ' t 

a l r eady e x i s t , 1 h a v e n ' t asked - a o lose l i n k between t h e Open 

U n i v e r s i t y and the N a t i o n a l Research Development Corpo ra t i on s a t up 

i n 1948 by t he then P re i sen t o f the Board o f Trade - yes I am modest 

about i t because i t wasn t my i d e a . I t was S t a f f o r d C r i p p s ' s i d e a 

and he was my predecessor and he s a i d H a r o l d t he one t h i n g you must do 

i s ge t t h i s th rough - y o u ' l l f i n d the Treasury aga ins t you - the Board 

o f Trade and everybody - we've found em f i v e m i l l i o n pounds - t o 

develop new i n v e n t i o n s . The s c i e n t i s t s have done something and i t 

was p inched by another c o u n t r y . W e ' l l pay r o y a l t i e s . No t so many 

oases. So I s a i d a l l r i g h t . W e ' l l do t h a t . We s e t i t up - t e r r i b l e 

rows t o ge t i t w i t h t he House o f Commons and the NSDC was i n f a c t e r 

we gave them f i v e m i l l i o n pounds - I ' d have been g l a d t o see i t a l l 

go i f we 'd go t enough o f the work back home t h a t had added the 

techno logy as i t were t o the sc ience - i n f a f i t i t s on l y made 59 

m i l l i o n pounds p r o f i t f o r t he t axpaye r . And i t s now genu ine ly seeking 

work . I t a d v e r t i s e s f o r business men and accountants - I ' m n o t sure 

i f they o o u l d n ' t have a very reward ing - t h e y ' v e got a ve ry m i n i e r 

arrangement w i t h the U n i v e r s i t y o f B r a d f o r d e r as I know b u t urn t h a t ' s 

on the research s ide b u t w i t h a l l t he research a l r e a d y done by the 

O.U. I ' m j u s t wonder ing i f more c o u l d n ' t be g i ven than marke t ing 

perhaps l i n k i n g i t e r w i t h a l l t h a t . 

And the on l y o t h e r t h i n g I r e a l l y have taken a l l my t ime on t h i s now 

so I ' l l spare you t h i s a second speech bu t um e r the o the r t h i n g t h a t 

has impressed me i s the "Hwfrg between t h i s and b r o a d c a s t i n g . Many 

o f you i n c l u d i n g those o f you who are employed by the O.U. w i l l know 

a g rea t dea l more than I do about t h i s - b u t when I went t o A lexandra 

Palaoe - because i t s a t o t a l l y separate u n i t - the O.U. u n i t as many 

o f you know - I was i n t e r e s t e d t h e r e a t the s o r t o f t o t a l d e d i c a t i o n 

o f the people who are runn ing i t f rom t h e t o p man downwards who's 

somebody I ' v e known f o r many years and t h e i r i n g e n u i t y and t h e i r 

exper imen ta t ion - t h e r e i s as much research and research development 

go ing on i n the gBC's O.U. s e c t i o n as the re i s i n the O.U. i t s e l f . 

I n the sense t h a t t h e y are l o o k i n g f o r new methods - d i souss ing new 

methods and o f oourse the the as i t were the o r i g i n a t o r o f the 

programme - p u t i t t h a t way e r f rom the Open U n i v e r s i t y who d iscusses 

i t w i t h t he BBC on an e n t i r e l y i n t i m a t e b a s i s and t h e y ' r e b o t h 

s c r a t c h i n g t h e i r heads how t o g e t t h a t p o i n t ac ross b e t t e r . The f i r s t 

t h i n g I saw the re - many o f you have seen i t on t he screen - many o f 

you would o e r t a i n l y unders tand i t - I d o n ' t - i t was the k i n d o f 

prod.uofd.oEa
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SIR HAROLD; s t ructure of a molecule and th i s molecule was going round and we're 

got new methods of presentat ion* Now there 's going to be a spin o f f 
from t h i s i n t o ordinary hope broadcasting - there 's going t o be a 
spin o f f i n my view to Overseas broadcasting and urn i t i s also of 
course a magnificent t r a i n i ng ground f o r young people f o r the BBC* 
That was one of the things I t h i n k I put i n my o r i g i n a l statement 
of 1963 - ce r ta in l y something I said t o the BBC when we d id the f i r s t 
Concordat on the matter tha t urn and of course BBC producers - who are 
very experienced - and expert - they are w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n t o new 
ideas. They're w i l l i n g t o have the challenge. The challenge i s 
given to them but t h a t ' s a l l very we l l but we've got some -very 
complicated molecule t h i s time Whatever the programme toight be* Er 
now how are you, the BBC - going t o f i n d « a way of pro jec t ing t h i s 
and as I sa id then they a l l go away and think- about i t and a l l the 
time I t h i n k there 's a great f e r t i l i t y of invent ion . Wow I t h i n k 
therefore - I end w i t h t h i s - I bel ieve tha t the O.U. has been a 
tremendous success going f a r beyond my hopes f o r i t . Er f a r beyond 
my own very l i m i t e d e r schemes. The only th ing I suggested which they 
haven't done i s tc have modern language courses er but t ha t was a very 
obvious th ing t o suggest, i n 1963 but they have i n f ac t as I say - i t 
has gone be t te r than forecast and my greatest anxiety has not happened. 
My greatest anxiety was tha t there would be a very large number of 
students dropping out i n the f i r s t year. And then the enemies would 
have t h e i r time and there1 d be rather serious er looks on the face of 
cho r t l i ng Treasury or Department of Education o f f i o i a l s and o f course 
we'd have l i k e d i t t o have been a success i.Jrime Min is ter but of course 
you've got t o take acoount of t h i s very heavy loss and a l l the res t of 
i t - and i t was a great anxiety. Wow I was t o l d - again by B i l l 
Benton when he came and saw and was converted - I was t o l d by him tha t 
the drop out ra te f o r the e r prime correspondence - pr iva te corres
pondence course i n America i s JOfo i n the f i r s t year. Every year. 
And of oourse tha t was the beginning of an extremely expensive loss 
f o r us and I was a t the time I went - mentioned t h i s to some of you -
a t the time I wont to have lunoh a t one of those monthly meetings tha t 
they used t o have between the p r inc ip le o f f i ce rs - the the um 
Chanoellor, the Vice-ohancel lor, the Regist rar and the Treasurer -
Paul Chambers i n those days and I met them and I was heartbroken and 
X thought they would be because o f tha t posta l s t r i ke * But as they 
said no i t s marvellous because everybody's now going to the l oca l 

.who might have gone on a year s i x months a year 
or longer without ever knowing tha t they ex is ted or a b i t shy about 
going t o them. They've no other means of ge t t i ng t h e i r mater ia l back 
to the O.U. or ge t t i ng mater ia l from the O.TJ. And I t h ink a l l the 
h i s t o r i e s w i l l show that t h i s was i n the end something of great 
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§IR H&HOLDJ bene f i t even i f i t meant counci l lors asking us - ac t ing as k ind of 
post o f f i ce rs f o r tha t per iod. But i t d i d help to br ing us 
together and I would guess - you can t e l l me i f I 'm wrong - I would 
guess tha t the success of many o f your l ooa l associations r e a l l y 
s ta r ted from tha t time when people th rou^ i the agency of the 
Council began t o meet one another and o f course they have been a t 
leas t i n those areas tbhere I ' ve seen them a great source of 
s t rength. 
Wel l there i s the best I oan do about the b i r t h ard ante-nata l 
h i s to ry as X said o f the Oper* Un ivers i ty . I t s a f a i t h f u l account 
as f a r as I can remember i t - I have kept some documents* Br not 
as many as I would l i k e - I don ' t t h i nk anything I ' ve said i n any 
way con f l i c t s w i t h the o f f i o i a l h i s to ry w r i t t e n by the er 
Chancellor. And I j u s t want to congratulate everybody here who's 
been involved i n t h i s great operation on t h e i r achievement and not 
leas t the students, who have got ifae hard work to do. I t oouldn' t 
funot ion without them and they are r e a l l y having the most d i f f i c u l t 
problem of anyon- i n doing i t and I ?ant to wish a l l of yoa the very 
best of luck f o r the completion of ynur ex i s t i ng degree courses -
not t o mention of course equal l uck and ea t i s fac t i on i n any 
extension of them for honours or d i f f e ren t subjects or d i f f e r e n t 
degrees tha t you may have i n mind. Jhan^ you. 


