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OPEN FORUM PROGRAMME 6 2 8 t h . May, 1971 . 

JAMES BARBER; H e l l o and welcome a g a i n t o Open Forum. 

I n t h i s programme we a r e g o i n g t o t a l k abou t s t u d e n t 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n , and t h o s e of y o u who a r e s t u d e n t s o r p a r t -

t i m e members o f s t a f f , s h o u l d by now have had a l e t t e r 

w h i c h o u t l i n e s t h e e l e c t o r a l s ys tem w h i c h i s g o i n g t o 

"be used f o r s t u d e n t s and p a r t - t i m e members o f s t a f f t o 

have r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on some o f t h e g o v e r n i n g b o d i e s o f 

t h e U n i v e r s i t y . Now I t h i n k t h e i r l e t t e r does i t s b e s t 

t o o u t l i n e w h a t ' s a v e r y c o n f u s e d and complex s i t u a t i o n , 

b u t even so as I s a y , i t i s comp lex and h e r e i n t h e s t u d i o 

w i t h me t o h e l p e x p l a i n t h i s , i s M r . Sam C r o o k s , who i s 

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a s s i s t a n t r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s a r e a ' s 

U n i v e r s i t y a c t i v i t y . He says h e ' s one o f t h e two men 

i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y who u n d e r s t a n d what i t i s a l l a b o u t . 

The o t h e r o t h e r i s D r . K e n n e t h U r w i n , whose n o t o n l y t h e 

d i r e c t o r o f t h e London R e g i o n , b u t a l s o t h e Cha i rman o f 

t h e Commit tee t h a t ' t been c o n c e r n e d w i t h s t u d e n t p a r t i 

c i p a t i o n . H r e l l , t o r e t u r n t o t h e l e t t e r and t h e who le 

r ange o f s t u d e n t p a r t i c i p a t i o n . Sam, can you o u t l i n e 

f o r u s s f i r s t of a l l , in what areas students are going 

to participate. 

SAi'i CROOKS; I think there are three main areas in which 

they w i l l , the f i r s t of which is the governing bodies 

of the University. The Charter, as you know, which is 

the University's constitution lays down three governing 

bodies on which students and part-time staff may have 

membership. The f i r s t of these is the University's 
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Counc i l which- i s the supreme govern ing a u t h o r i t y o f the 

U n i v e r s i t y and i t s main e x e c u t i v e . The second i s the 

Senate which looks a f t e r the U n i v e r s i t y ' s academic 

a f f a i r s and bo th these "bodies have been i n ex is tence 

f rom when the U n i v e r s i t y s t a r t e d . The t h i r d o f the 

th ree "bodies I mentioned i s c a l l e d the General Assembly 

and on the General Assembly t h e r e ' s something l i k e a 

hundred people and these are drawn f rom each r e g i o n . 

We take f i v e members of the p a r t - t i m e s t a f f and th ree 

s tuden ts f rom each r e g i o n and they are e l e c t e d t o the 

General Assembly and t h i s i s a f a i r l y f o rma l body, as 

you can see, which w i l l meet about once a year -

JAMES BARBER: When you say they a r e , you mean they 

w i l l be. We h a v e n ' t y e t had one, have we? 

SAM CROOKS; tfo, the f i r s t one 's September the 2 5 t h . , 

I t h i n k . 

JAMES BARBER: Whereas the Counc i l and the Senate have 

operated f rom the beg inn ing of the U n i v e r s i t y . This 

we should e x p l a i n . What about another area i n which 

s tudents w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e ? 

SAM CROOKS: W e l l , the second area which supplements 

t h i s we c a l l our C o n s u l t a t i v e Committee s t r u c t u r e . 

What we've done i s , we've go t a pyramid o f c o n s u l t a t i v e 

committees w i t h one c e n t r a l commit tee, a n a t i o n a l 
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commit tee, i f you l i k e , a t the top of the py ramid . 

Underneath t h a t we've go t twe lve r e g i o n a l commi t tees , 

one i n each r e g i o n and underneath t h a t a g a i n , we've 

go t 250 s tudy cen t re commit tees, one i n every s tudy 

c e n t r e . 

JAMES BARBER: Can I ask why, urn, to e x p l a i n to peop le , 

why i t i s t h a t we've decided t o set up t h i s , the 

C o n s u l t a t i v e Committees as w e l l as the f o rma l govern ing 

"bodies? 

SAM CROOKS; W e l l , I t h i n k the key word i s f o r m a l . We 

were unhappy t h a t the s t a t u t o r y bodies might be so b i g 

and so f o rma l t h a t s tuden ts would f e e l they h a d n ' t got 

e f f e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n and t h i s i s why we f e l t t h a t 

the sma l le r f o r i n f o r m a l C o n s u l t a t i v e Committees w i t h 

s t u d e n t s , p a r t - t i m e s t a f f and f u l l - t i m e s t a f f might be 

a qu i cke r and more e f f e c t i v e way of d i s c u s s i n g problems 

of common concern . 

JAMES BARBER; And we've s t i l l got another a rea , h a v e n ' t 

we? 

SAM CROOKS; We have a Student A s s o c i a t i o n on which we 

are c o n s u l t i n g s tudents a t the moment. Here I t h i n k 

our concern was t h a t we s h o u l d n ' t t r y and impose any

t h i n g . We s h o u l d n ' t have a U n i v e r s i t y scheme which 

s tudents would have to lump or l i k e , so what we ' re 
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do ing a t the moment i s , we ' re g e t t i n g i n con tac t w i t h 

s t u d e n t s , we've pub l i shed our w i sh to hear f rom the 

s tudents i n the c o n d i t i o n a l r e g i s t r a t i o n b o o k l e t ; 

we ' re going t o t a l k about t h i s w i t h s tuden ts a t summer 

schools and on the s t r e n g t h o f a l l t h i s we ' re go ing 

t o t r y and pu t t o g e t h e r our es t imate of what people 

want i n t o a Student A s s o c i a t i o n , h o p e f u l l y sometime i n 

the r e l a t i v e l y near f u t u r e . 

JAMES BARBER: Le t me t r y t o summarise f o r everybody 

then the th ree broad areas i n which we111 have p a r t i 

c i p a t i o n . F i r s t of a l l i n the fo rma l govern ing bodies 

of the U n i v e r s i t y and they c o n s i s t of the Counc i l and 

Senate which have been i n o p e r a t i o n f rom the beg inn ing 

of the U n i v e r s i t y and the General Assembly which i s y e t 

to be e l ec ted and y e t to meet. From the nex t broad 

area are the c o n s u l t a t i v e committees a t c e n t r a l l e v e l , 

a t r e g i o n a l l e v e l and a l so a t the study c e n t r e s , and 

the t h i r d a rea , which i s no t on the d iagram, i s one 

we ' r e go ing t o t a l k a f a i r amount about , I hope, i n 

t h i s programme, i s the Students A s s o c i a t i o n . Now can 

you t i e these t o g e t h e r i n any way f o r us? 

SAM CROOKS: W e l l , my morale i s s l i g h t l y boosted i n 

t h a t you a t l e a s t t h i n k I understand t h i s , but I ' l l 

see i f I can do i t . I t h i n k the t h i n g to do, perhaps, 

i s t o a c t u a l l y l o o k a t the diagram and t o p i c k up you 

p o i n t about the l e t t e r which i s i n v i t i n g people to 
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take p a r t i n the f i r s t stages of the e l e c t i o n or r a t h e r , 

i n f a c t , i n t h ree e l e c t i o n s ; and the f i r s t of these 

i s t o e l e c t e i g h t people f rom each r e g i o n t o the General 

Assembly and the second i s t o e l e c t twe lve members of 

the p a r t - t i m e s t a f f t o the Senate. Plere, however, 

t he re i s an impo r tan t p o i n t ; we w i l l see t h a t the second 

arrow extends f rom the arrow a l ready the re between the 

General Assembly and the s tuden t and p a r t - t i m e s t a f f 

box. And t h i s i s because the one person whom a s tudent 

w i l l e l e c t f rom h i s r e g i o n to the Senate must have been 

a l ready amongst the f i v e p a r t - t i m e s t a f f he ' s j u s t 

vo ted onto the General Assembly. The t h i r d t h i n g you 

have t o do i s t o nominate one s tudent and one member 

of the p a r t - t i m e s t a f f f rom each r e g i o n f o r e l e c t i o n by 

the General Assembly to the C o u n c i l . But again t h e r e ' s 

something impo r tan t h e r e , f o r s tudents and p a r t - t i m e 

s t a f f on ly nominate candidates f o r e l e c t i o n , wh ich i s 

why the arrow i s do t t ed as f a r as the General Assembly; 

bu t i t i s the Assembly i t s e l f which a c t u a l l y makes the 

e l e c t i o n f rom amongst the nominat ions i t ' s r e c e i v e d . 

So the arrow go ing up to the Counc i l i s a s o l i d one. 

JAMES BARKER: Perhaps we ought t o make c l e a r a t t h i s 

p o i n t , because the l e t t e r which has gone out t o s tudents 

i s no t i n f a c t a b a l l o t form or any th ing l i k e t h a t , i s 

i t ? 

SAM CROOKS: No, y o u ' r e r i g h t . I t ' s merely an i n v i t a t i o n 

to the s tuden ts to make nominat ions and they have to 
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ge t the nomina t ion forms f rom t h e i r r e g i o n a l o f f i c e . 

The "ba l lo t paper i t s e l f i s c i r c u l a t e d l a t e r , i n the 

midd le of J u l y sometime and then the vo tes w i l l be 

counted a t the end of August , 

JAMES "BARBER; Can we move over now to the o the r s ide 

of the diagram to the committees? 

SAM CROOKS: Yes, I t h i n k we can s t a r t a t the bottom 

w i t h the study cen t re c o n s u l t a t i v e committees and i n 

each r e g i o n these committees have t o ge t t o g e t h e r and t o 

e l e c t t en people t o t h e i r r e g i o n a l commit tee. Rut the 

r e g i o n a l committee doesn ' t on ly have s tudents on i t ; 

i t a l s o has members of the p a r t - t i m e s t a f f . Rather 

than take them out from the s tudy cen t re as w e l l , 

though, i t ' s been decided to take the e i g h t r e p r e s e n t 

a t i v e s f rom each r e g i o n to the General Assembly and 

put them on the r e g i o n a l commit tee. Sof i n o the r words, 

the r e g i o n a l committee i s t a k i n g s tudents f rom study 

cen t re l e v e l and p a r t - t i m e s t a f f f rom General Assembly 

l e v e l . There 's a l so a l i n k f rom the r e g i o n a l committee 

upwards, because i t e l e c t s one s tudent to the C e n t r a l 

Committee and l i k e the r e g i o n a l committeesm however, 

the C e n t r a l Committee a l so gets members f rom o the r 

sources. F i r s t of a l l , the people who the General 

Assembly have e lec ted t o the Counc i l are on i t and 

secondly the re are a l so on i t f i v e members of the 

Senate who are f u l l - t i m e members of the academic s t a f f . 

So i t ' s q u i t e a b i g committee as you can see. 
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JAMES BARBER: V fe l l , thank you . I confess u n t i l the 

arrows s t a r t e d I thought I was go ing to he the t h i r d 

member of the U n i v e r s i t y who unders tood the system, 

but hav ing watched i t on a mon i to r as the arrows have 

been coming round , I d o n ' t t h i n k I am. But cou ld I 

throw i t open now t o people t o ask are t he re any 

ques t ions t h a t you would l i k e t o r a i s e , e i t h e r f o r i n 

genera l terms, or f rom the diagrams t h a t we've seen? 

KENNETH' PALMER ; Er , yes , i t seems to me t h a t the c a r t s 

coming be fo re the horse a b i t , i t seems as though t h e , 

t h i s e labora te system i s be ing se t up be fore the Student 

A s s o c i a t i o n comes i n t o b e i n g . I t h i n k t h e r e ' s go ing 

t o be a l a c k of communicat ion between s tudents t h a t might 

be con f ron ted w i t h a b a l l o t paper and j u s t won ' t know 

who the names a r e , who t o vo te f o r . 

DR. KENNETH URWIN: This i s t r u e . That p a r t i s t r u e . 

C l e a r l y they w o n ' t know e r , ve ry many o f the s t uden t s , 

but I t h i n k p o s s i b l y you are con fus ing two t h i n g s . A f t e r 

a l l , t he re are a l a r g e number o f g r ievances and a l a r g e 

number of ve ry b r i g h t ideas f l o a t i n g around a t the 

moment and which do need t o be f e d i n t o the U n i v e r s i t y 

f o r us t o see whether any th i ng can be done about them 

and we c a n ' t r e a l l y w a i t u n t i l a s t u d e n t s ' un ion i s 

fo rmed. E q u a l l y , of course , we ' re no t sure t h e r e ' s 

go ing to be a s t u d e n t s ' un ion or s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n , 

we s t i l l d o n ' t know the s tudents answer t o t h i s , but I 

t h i n k too there i s t h i s p o i n t t h a t I see a s tuden t as 
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be ing ab le to wear two h a t s . Sometimes he can be a 

reasonab le , p r a c t i c a l s tudy cen t re user and o the r 

occasions 

(an unreasonable one) 

he can be an unreasonable i d e a l i s t who's ask ing r i g h t l y 

f o r the e a r t h and t h a t i s where I see the s tudent 

a s s o c i a t i o n - seek ing the i d e a l as opposed to t h i s 

c o n s u l t a t i v e group which i s prepared t o compromise w i t h 

r e a l i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n a n c i a l r e a l i t i e s . 

JOHN FALKNER: Don ' t you t h i n k t h a t the whole i dea of 

an e l e c t i o n a t the moment i s too soon, because so many 

of us h a v e n ' t s t u d i e d f o r so l o n g t h a t a l l our t ime 

i s taken up i n s t udy . We j u s t h a v e n ' t got the t ime 

to wor ry about e l e c t i n g s t u d e n t s , p a r t - t i m e s t a f f 

onto these commit tees. 

SAH CROOKS: I s n ' t t h i s almost e x a c t l y why i n f a c t you 

want these commit tees, so t h a t you can pu t t h i s p o i n t 

o f v i ew . One of the reasons we were so anxious t o 

get them e s t a b l i s h e d r i g h t a t the ve ry s t a r t of the 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s ex i s tence was so t h a t s tudents and p a r t -

t ime s t a f f cou ld have t h i s ve r y qu ick and very easy 

method o f communicat ion th rough wh ich they cou ld put 

e x a c t l y the k i n d o f problem you 've been d e s c r i b i n g . 

KENNETH.PAXMER . : But i n s t e a d of hav ing an e l e c t i o n to these 

b i g bod ies , l e t ' s t r y and ge t the s tuden t a s s o c i a t i o n 
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s t a r t e d then we can s t a r t push ing t h i n g s t h r o u g h . I t T s 

so much eas i e r to work on a l o c a l l e v e l , f i r s t o f a l l 

than t o t r y and work beyond t h i s . 

PETER HISTGAY: Yes, t h i s p o i n t o f a l o c a l l e v e l i s 

ve ry i m p o r t a n t , 1 t h i n k i t ' s go ing to "be q u i t e d i f f i c u l t 

t o r u n a s t uden t s 1 a s s o c i a t i o n on a n a t i o n a l l e v e l . I 

t h i n k p robab ly i n the f i r s t i ns tance a s o r t of r e g i o n a l 

committee w i t h e r , t h a t cou ld be e r , formed f rom the e r , 

f rom the reg ions and e r , t he re w o u l d n ' t be t h i s k i n d o f 

communicat ion problem t h a t the re i s to communicate w i t h 

the whole of the s o r t o f , you Know, the whole of the 

se t -up i n the Open U n i v e r s i t y . 

When.-you say r e g i o n s , do you r e a l l y 

mean reg ions or do you mean s tudy s tudy cen t re or ve ry 

l o c a l l e v e l o r . . . 

PETER I'-llITG-AY; I mean r e g i o n a l l e v e l , 1 perhaps l i n k e d 

w i t h l o c a l r a d i o or someth ing. 

KEI-IITETH PALMER: I ' d l i k e to come down to the s tudy 

cen t re l e v e l f i r s t o f a l l ; l e t ' s ge t t h i s o rgan ised 

(PETER MIKGAY: F i r s t of a l l y e s . ) 

and then we can beg in to a f f i l i a t e . 

SOKTIA COPELAIID; W e l l , I would have been i n t e r e s t e d i n 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a l l t h i s u n t i l I saw the d iagram, 

because i t seems t o me t h a t e r , i t i n v o l v e s hundreds 

of meet ings a l l , he re , th roughout the year on these 
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d i f f e r e n t c o u n c i l s and assembl ies , e t c . I mean you know 

how many s tuden ts are r e a l l y go ing to be prepared to do 

t h i s and can you g i ve us any i n d i c a t i o n of how much o f 

our t ime i t ' l l take? 

PETER MINGAY: I t seems t o me t h a t t h i s i s the whole 

i dea of t h i s d iagram, i t ' s t o bamboozle everybody 

i n t o t h i n k i n g t h a t something i s be ing done, when 

a c t u a l l y n o t h i n g i s be ing done a t a l l . I mean, Sam 

Crooks t a l k s about be ing i n con tac t w i t h s tudents about 

the s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n , but t h a t ' s a p r e v a r i c a t i o n 

because t h a t ' s the f i r s t t ime I ' v e heard o f Sam Crooks' 

name and I ' v e been i n v o l v e d i n some way or o ther w i t h 

s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n f o r m a t i o n f o r seve ra l months, you 

know. Everv t ime we speak to anybody about any th ing 

i t ' s " o h , yes , someth ing 's be ing done about i t " , b u t , 

e r , t h e r e ' s the commit tees, you know, t h e y ' l l go t o the 

committees and t h e y ' l l pass them up t o the nex t l e v e l 

Pnd t h e r e , t h a t ' s where i t ' l l s t a y . 

DR. KE1JKETH URWTN; Th is i s a misunders tand ing of the 

l e v e l s . There a r e , o b v i o u s l y , somethings which a f f e c t 

j u s t the l o c a l s tudy c e n t r e , they can be d e a l t w i t h a t 

t h a t l e v e l . There are o the r t h i n g s which app ly p r e t t y 

g e n e r a l l y th roughout a r e g i o n , but no t th roughout the 

c o u n t r y , they can be d e a l t w i t h a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 
no t much 

My impress ion i s t h a t t h i s i s l i k e l y to meet/more than 

th ree or f o u r t imes a y e a r , so the re i s n ' t a vas t 

amount of t ime i n v o l v e d and then the re are t h i n g s which 
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w i l l have t o be passed up, f o r the very s imple reason 

t h a t they r e a l l y apply on a n a t i o n a l sca le and on ly 

the U n i v e r s i t y as a whole can cope w i t h i t , 

FREDERICK BBC-EIE: I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a tendency perhaps 

to confuse the r o l e s of the c o n s u l t a t i v e committee and 

the s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n . I see then as qu i t e sepa ra te . 

(So do I . ) 

¥.0 i n Ed inburgh, we se t up a smal l sub-committee to 

l o o k i n t o t h i s and i t would appear t h a t a t o ther 

U n i v e r s i t i e s the s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n has two r o l e s . 

One i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the s tudents t o the U n i v e r s i t y 

a u t h o r i t i e s . The o the r r o l e , the o the r aspect i s s o c i a l , 

c u l t u r a l , r e c r e a t i o n a l . Kow, i n the Open U n i v e r s i t y 

the re seens t o me t h a t we ' re ve ry l u c k y . The c o n s u l t a t 

i v e committees are an i d e a l avenue f o r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e or o r g a n i s a t i o n a l n a t t e r s t o the 

U n i v e r s i t y a u t h o r i t i e s . On academic mat te rs we have 

our c o u n s e l l o r s and our t u t o r s . A l l our problems can 

go t h rough them again r i g h t back to the B l e t c h l e y , and 

we ' re g e t t i n g answers back so the t h i n g s w o r k i n g . 

I f you t h i n k t h a t a committee i s 

a means to an end i n t h i s day and age, y o u ' r e l i v i n g 

i n a f a l s e dream wo r l d because once you get i n t o a 

committee i t goes on to another committee and i t ends 

up w i t h a dead end. 
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FREDERICK BSGSIEs But w e ' r e g e t t i n g r e s u l t s . 

EDWARD DV/YERs t h e r e c r e a t i o n o f t h e c o m m i t t e e s 

h e r e i s s u r e l y what wou ld happen i s t h a t t h e same 

s t u d e n t s who a re on t h e c o n s u l t a t i v e c o m m i t t e e a t 

r e g i o n a l and s t u d y c e n t r e l e v e l a r e g o i n g t o "be t h e 

same p e o p l e who a r e on t h i s s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n 

c o m m i t t e e s . 

Cou ld I p i c k up h e r e . 1 t h i n k , y o u s e e , 

w e ' v e heen accused o f b a m b o o z l i n g s t u d e n t s by M r . 

Pa lmer and y o u r i g h t l y say t h a t t h e r e ' s p r o l i f e r a t i o n 

o f c o m m i t t e e s , I t h i n k as we o u t l i n e d on t h e d i a g r a m , 

some we a r e o b l i g e d t o have u n d e r t h e c h a r t e r , We, 

w e ' r e , we e s t a b l i s h e d t h e u n i v e r s i t y u n d e r a c h a r t e r 

w h i c h says " y o u w i l l have t h e s e " and t h e y were n o t 

r e a l l y v e r y c a r e f u l l y worked o u t on t h e g r o u n d . i / e ' r e 

o b l i g e d by t h e c h a r t e r t o e s t a b l i s h t h i s . We've a l s o , 

I t h i n k , as Sam Crooks e x p l a i n e d > urn, q u i t e c a r e f u l l y , 

s a i d w e ' r e e s t a b l i s h i n g c o n s u l t a t i v e commi t t ees w h i c h 

we hope w i l l be more a c t i v e and a l i v e . How i s t h i s 

b a m b o o z l i n g , y o u see w e ' v e been accused o f i t , b u t I 

d o n ' t t h i n k we s h o u l d l e t a c c u s a t i o n d r o p . Do t h e r e s t 

o f you f e e l , w e ' r e o f f t o bambooale you? 

JOHXT FALKMR; I d o n ' t t h i n k y o u ' r e t r y i n g t o bambooz le . 

What I t h i n k i s h a p p e n i n g i s t h a t , i f we go back t o f o r m 

i n g t h e s e c o m m i t t e e s , f o r m i n g a s s o c i a t i o n s , a t S n l i h u l l 

w e ' v e had so much a p a t h y f r o m t h e o t h e r s t u d e n t s , we 
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pu t out an open l e t t e r to a l l the s tudents of the 

S 0 l i h u l l cen t re t h a t we were go ing to have a meet ing 

to d iscuss f o r m a t i o n of the s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n . 

Out of e i g h t y s tuden ts we go t s i x t e e n . I t h i n k some

t h i n g l i k e ten of those were maths s tudents who were 

a lmost coerced to come f rom one room where we were 

hav ing t h i s meet ing and t h e y ' r e j u s t no t i n t e r e s t e d , 

so i f t h e y ' r e no t i n t e r e s t e d a t l o c a l l e v e l are they 

go ing t o he i n t e r e s t e d over t h i s l a r g e r a rea . I d o n ' t 

t h i n k so. 

Can I ask, why you t h i n k t h e r e ' s 

apathy then? 

JOHN FALKNER: V e i l , I know one of the reasons why t h e r e ' s 

apathy a t S o l i h u l l i s "because of the l a c k of f a c i l i t i e s , 

t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g t he re a t a l l . I mean, we ' re i n a 

school where we ' re u s i n g c h i l d r e n ' s c h a i r s and c h i l d r e n ' s 

t a b l e s and we ' re a lmos t , we are the re on s u f f e r a n c e . 

Nobody can argue t h i s . 

But das■i i t , t h i s i s the s o r t of 

t h i n g t h a t c o n s u l t a t i v e committees e x i s t f o r , or w i l l 

e x i s t f o r . tfe cou ld b r i n g t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g to the 

l e v e l a t which i t cou ld be d e a l t w i t h . 

I t i s a v i c i o u s c i r c l e though, i s n ' t 

i t ? This i s go ing on.... 
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Hay I take t h a t » . I wanted 

to take up the p o i n t o f , I t h i n k i t ' s Mr. Mingay, i s n ' t 

i t , and you were say ing t h a t we pu t the c a r t be fo re 

the ho rse . W e l l , I would agree w i t h you on t h i s and 

so I ve ry d e f i n i t e l y t h i n k we've got t o s t a r t a t the 

grass r o o t s l e v e l o f f o r m i n g l o c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . Once 

we've found out ourse lves r a t h e r th; ;n l e a v i n g i t t o 

f a t h e r to man ipu la te u s , I t h i n k w e ' l l then f i n d t h a t 

w e ' l l have a r e a l l y a c t i v e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on these 

c o n s u l t a t i v e commit tees. 

I t h i n k the apathy i s something you 've 

got to l i v e w i t h . I t h i n k you ' ve got to accept t h a t 

t he re i s go ing to be a h e l l o f a l o t of people t h a t 

j u s t r e a l l y d o n ' t want t o he i n v o l v e d i n the runn ing 

o f s t u d e n t s ' u n i o n , s t u d e n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n or any k i n d 

of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e commit tees. I t h i n you 've j u s t got 

to l i v e w i t h t h i s and accept t h i s , but I d o n ' t t h i n k 

i t should s top the fo rm ing of an a s s o c i a t i o n , I t h i n k 

i t should be a c o n s t r u c t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n t h a t r e a l l y 

o f f e r s some k i n d of b e n e f i t s to i t s members 

I t h i n k these b e n e f i t s should be 

d i r e c t l y conderned w i t h h e l p i n g the s tuden t t o complete 

h i s course s u c c e s s f u l l y . We t h i n k of s tuden ts un ions 

i n terms of l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s , l i k e drama as one 

example, Now i f s tudents are prepared to take p a r t 

i n dramat ic a c t i v i t y , I d o n ' t see any reason why they 

s h o u l d n ' t a c t u a l l y be g i v e n c r e d i t f o r t h i s . Now t h i s 

w i l l a l so he lp 
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I d o n ' t see why t h i s s h o u l d n ' t encourage course 

f o u n d a t i o n between sc ience , maths, h u m a n i t i e s , and 

so f o r t h , txicauwe you j u s t cannot do t h i s un less you 

have the t ime t o do i t , and we do no t have the t ime 

to do i t . 

I Me U k e to "bring one p o i n t , 

I d i d n o t i c e when you were t a l k i n g about the c h a r t , 

you didn't say a n y t h i n g about the s tuden t f rom the 

senate . 

No, the re a r n ! t i n f a c t any 

studerts f rom the sena te . I t ' s j u s t p a r t t ime s t a f f , 

one f o r each r e g i o n . 

W e l l , I f i n d t h a t e x t r o r d i n a r y 

%n p rog ress i ve U n i v e r s i t y l i k e the Open U n i v e r s i t y and 

o the r u n i v e r s i t i e s f i g h t i n g t o ge t s tudents onto 

senate , why have we not? 

Wel l here a g a i n , of course , we 

are governed by the c h a r t e r , and we are work ing under 

the p r o v i s i o n s o f what the c h a r t e r the membership t h a t 

we have been g i ven i n the c h a r t e r , f o r the senate . This 

can obv ious l y be changed, but i t ' s a l ong and l e n g t h y 

process to do so , and i t c e r t a i n l y can T t be done over 

n i g h t , 

But i f we take the stages of a 

d e c i s i o n , i f the s tudents f o r i n s t a n c e , want t o change 

something q u i t e l a r g e , c o u l d n ' t the whole d e c i s i o n get 
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h e l d up a t the sena te , and the re are no s tudents on the 

senate: to do t h i s , so 

I t g e t ' s t o the senate and t h a t s 

where i t s t a r t s , and the senate says , "we l l , never mind 

what you t h i n k - t h i s i s what we ' r e go ing to do. 

Why do you suspect such bad mot ives 

i n every move t h a t we make? 

Because n o t h i n g has been done up 

to now to encourage or deve !ope the v a r i o u s ideas t h a t 

have been put f o r w a r d , 

How long have we been opera t ing? 

Long enough. You see s i x months 

we've been i n o p e r a t i o n and i n f a c t , we ha^e on ly now 

l a i d down - we've s a i d , here yoi; a r e . Here 's a range 

o f t h i n g s i n which you can p a r t i c i p a t e . You come back 

and say, no - i t ' s a b i t o f a p l o t t h i s , 

I 'm no t a pa id member of t h e Open 

U n i v e r s i t y , but I t h i n k t h i s i s a b i t u n f a i r to l e v e l 

w i t h such I t h i n k we've got to put our own 

house i n o rder f i r s t . We've got to s t a r t these 

a s s o c i a t i o n s o u r s e l v e s , amongst o u r s e l v e s . Now, I 'm 

p e r f e c t l y c e r t a i n the re are a many number o f good t h i n g s 

we can do. I f we on ly cons ider w i t h i n our a r e a , b r i n g i n g 

i n any d i s a b l e d people, i n t o the s tuden ts c e n t r e s . P i c k i n g 
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thera up I n our c a r . I f t he re are any o t h e r people t h a t 

f i n d f i n d i n g them o u t . 3%is body reaLy has got 

to cons ider i t s f i n a n c e s , and we oursdves can do i t i f 

we are r e a l l y go ing t o he al i ' toe. 

I s t i l l t h i n k i t s bad psychology 

t o have one impor tan t committee, where the re a r n ' t any 

s t u d e n t s , because even though you might say, w e l l you 

d o n f t unders tand t h e r o l e of the s e n a t e , you know, how 

are we go ing t o unders tand i t i f we d o n ' t know what goes 

on there? 

I d o n : t d isagree w i t h you . What I 

am say ing i s , f i r s t of a l l l e t ' s ge t ourse lves organ ised 

and then go a long and say t o the senate - l ook here we 

a r e . Ve are organised now, we want somebody on . 

The senate., w i l l be fore ve ry l ong 

be a body o f about 350 peop le , so i f you have s tudents 

on i t , they w i l l i n f a c t be l e a r n i n g a g rea t dea l I 

suppose, afcout senat themselves, but*,, they are not go ing to 

be s u f f i c i e n t numbers t o be ab le t o bu l l doze a p o i n t 

t h r o u g h . I r m n o t opposed t o hav ing them on - I 'm merely 

t r y i n g t o put i t i n the con tex t of s i ze as to whether 

i t ' s v i t a l y impo r t an t t h a t you have them. 

Just as l ong as we have, say one or 

two from each f a c u l t y , who knows w h a t ' s go ing on and i f 

something seems ve ry wrong, the s t a f f are 

comple te ly d i f f e r e n t f rom the s tudents i n t h i s s o r t of 

o r g a n i s a t i o n , I t h i n k the8 r c o n t r i b u t i o n cou ld be ve ry 
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u s e f u l . 

I t h i n k the c o n t r i b u t i o n cou ld be 

ve ry u s e f u l . 

I t h i n k the c o n s u l t a t i v e machiner y 

i s so e l a b o r a t e , I t h i n k you can put the emphasis on 

the top commit tee. 

I ' m a b i t wo r r i ed about how t h i s 

conve rsa t i on i s go ing so f a r , because I thought we came 

t o t a l k about n o t the sena te , but atout s tudents 

a s s o c i a t i o n . But we've had no appathy t h e i r , As a 

ma t te r o f f a c t we are go ing to have t o widen our 

committee because we f e e l t h a t we are g e t t i n g feed faack 

on t h i s . 

I t h i n k the emphasis should be 

based on the s tudy cen t re and a r e g i o n a l commit tee, 

because t h i s i s where the problems w i l l be s o l v e d . We 

t a l k about senate as an example. I n No r the rn I r e l a n d 

we have the problem of theSummer schoo l s . I f e e l t h a t 

i f we had had an a s s o c i a t i o n f rom e a r l i e r , we cou ld have 

so lved t h i s . Now we are l e f t w i t h , i n a p o s i t i o n where 

we have t o book i n advance before we can a c u t a l l y app ly 

t o Summer s c h o o l . W e l l , a t t he Open U n i v e r s i t y they 

g i ve us p r i o r i t y , but t h i s i s no t normal amongst 

s t u d e n t s , and they were q u i t e concerned aboiiit t h i s , and 

I t h i n k t h i s s o r t of problem should have been made much 

more w i d e l y known through the s tuden ts a s s o c i a t i o n s . 
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Aga in , I d o n ' t t h i n k t h i s i s a 

1 t h i n k t h i s i s a r o l l o f the 

i n the s tudy c e n t r e s , i n the reg ions which 

have these prohiems. I n s t e a d , t o have a Open 

U n i v e r s i t y a s s o c i a t i o n open to s tuden ts and to s t a f f 

who and l a t e r years t o graduates of the 

U n i v e r s i t y , This a s s o c i a t i o n would he s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l 

i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n the type o f t h i n g which i t cou ld 

o rgan i se , would be a s tuden t magazine. Concession of 

t r a v e l f a c i l i t i e s , f o r s tuden ts and perhaps f o r s t a f f 

as w e l l . One t h i n g which we are t h i n k i n g about i n 

Edinburgh a t the noment i s some s o c i a l f u n c t i o n i n l a t e 

November, e a r l y December to which we would i n v i t e 

a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r s t a r t i n g i n 1972, so t h a t we 

cou ld a l l meet s t a f f and s tuden ts . 

I t h i n k t h a t you ' ve got to s t a r t 

f i r s t o f a l l a t the s tudy c e n t r e s . You may conce ivab l y 

s t a r t a t t he r e g i o n a l cent re and branch ou t , We are 

beg inn ing to t h i n k i n Manchester. We are u s t g e t t i n g 

t o g e t h e r . We are beg inn ing t o t h i n k t h a t t he re w i l l be 

i n the No r th r e g i o n , say cen t res i n L i v e r p o o l , and i n 

Pres ton and Manchester , ^hese w i l l be d i v i s i o n s of 

what w i l l then become a r e g i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n . And f rom 

t h e i r we w i l l have e v e n t u a l l y , de legates would move t o 

a n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n , so the re would be a pyramid 

e v e n t u a l l y . 
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In each local a r e a 3. different type 

of assication w i l l form and i t w i l l be d i f f i cu l t to 

They w i l l be electing delegates to 

regional assembly. You mention that you feel that 

tutors should come in on i t . Now our tutor, in Social 

Sciences, Dr states that he thinks that they 

should stay out of i t . This is a students association, 

sndf I tend to agree with hira, because this is something 

we've got to do for ourselves. I f they keep coming in 

to i t , we are going to try and stop everything. They 

are in contact. Let's do i t for ourselves. 

Ve just can't communicate with 

other students. Is there a possibil ity that local radio 

could be used bv some means? 

What about the reaction of a 

mewspaper? 

I edit for the University of Kent, 

a rather unique magazine in which everybody on the whole 

campus has their say, and I'm a journalist not, I'm 

employed by the University to produce this magazine, 

and in fact i ts very popular and everybody writes a l l 

their problems and writes in and we have a whole lot of 

things discussed, and for me staff, students and the 

whole campus is on an equal basis, and in fact this is 

the sort of thing I think the Oven University perhaps 

should have already brought out, because for instance, 
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we saw a l i t t l e magazine f o x s t a f f t u t o r s , and we a l l 

jumped on t h i s . A l l wonder ing i f we could f i n d some 

of the answers t h a t so many 

We s t a r t e d o f f i n t h i s programme 

by t a l k i n g a^out the students p a r t i c i p a t i o n and the 

e l e c t i o n s wh ich are t o he h e l d , and then we've ranged 

over a f a i r l y wide a rea . We've r a i s e d q u i t e a l o t of 

sharp p o i n t s i n t h i s programme* I hope i t s go ing in 

encourage people a t s tudy cen t res and a lso a t the 

Summer schoo ls when you cone t o g e t h e r w i t h them, t o 

go on d i s c u s s i n g the p o i n t s t h a t we've r a i s e d , I a l so 

hope t h a t you w i l l te j o i n i n g us i n the nex t Open Forum 

which i s on the f i r s t Sunday o f nex t month. And so 

u n t i l then - goodbye. 


