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Open Forum 44 

Int roductory Musics 

W. Brindles Welcome t o Oui ldha l l i n the c i t y o f London. E a r l i e r today i n t h i s 
h i s t o r i c se t t i ng the Open Univers i ty he ld a specia l congregation t o 
mark i t s 10th Anniversary and t o i n s t a l l Lord Eriggs o f Lewes as 
i t s t h i r d Chancellor. This i s one o f fourteen ceremonies tak ing 
place t h i s summer up and down the country, at -which more than f i v e 
thousand graduates "wi l l be presented and honorary degrees conferred. 
This afternoon there were three honarsry graduates, the United States 
Embassador the Honorable Kingman Brewster, the President o f ths 
European Commisssion, the Right Honorable Hoy Jenkins, and the net* 
Chancellor h imsel f . The Ceremony began T-dth the t r a d i t i o n a l academic 
procession entering Gu i ldha l l to the music by Helchior Franck and 
played by the Sinfoniae Sacrae Brass Ensemble. 

Musics 

V7. Br ind le : At the head o f the procession o f f i c e r s o f the Students Associat ion, 

fol lowed by Senate IJembers inc lud ing the cen t ra l academic s t a f f , 
members o f the Un ivers i t y ' s admin is t rat ion, Regional D i rec tors , 
and Regional s t a f f . And many representatives o f other Un ivers i t ies 
and organisat ions, Vice Chancellors* p r l n c i p e l s and Rectors. 
There's "KTank Ftuir, Rector o f St . Andrew, without the csp. 
At the rear o f the procession two o f the honorary graduates i n gold 
and b lue, and o f f i ce r s o f the Un ivers i ty , Pro Mce Chancellors, the 
Vice Chancellor Lord Terry o f Walton and the Pro Chancellor S i r 
Frederick l a m e r who opens the proceedings. 

S i r Frederick t"arner; I t s a very great pleasure on behalf o f the Univers i ty to welcome you 
today to t h i s ceremony i n r *u i l dha l l which marks an Important stage 
i n the Univers i ty and i s a pa r t i cu l a r po in t i n our tenth * anniversary 
ce lebrat ions. Me are p a r t i c u l a r l y pleased t h a t we should be able t o 
hold t h i s ceremony i n these magnif icent and h i s t o r i c surroundings 
and are glad tha t you've been able t o j o i n us here today. 

T^. Er ind le : The Royal Charter of the Open Univers i ty contains prov is ion f o r the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n of a new Chancellot and the Pro-Chancellor next ca l led 
upon the UniverSllSf'-s Secretary, Anastasios Christodoulou to read 

appropriate sect ions. 

A. Christaodoulou: A r t i c l e 5 s t i pu la tes , there sha l l be a Chancellor o f the Univers i ty 
who sha l l be the head o f the t fa ivers i ty and s ta tu te 3, paragraphs 2 
and 3 o f the second schedule to the Royal Charter state f i r s t l y , the 
feuceesnors to the f i r s t Chancellor sha l l be appointed by the counci l 
and the senate s i t t i n g i n j o i n t session. I n accordance t d t h these 
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,A. Ghristodotilou: 

V. Prindles 

V. Chancellor: 

l o rd B r i e f s : 

W. Br ind le : 

procedures S i r , the counci l and the Senate, s i t t i n g i n j o i n t session 
on the 15th September 1978 appointed Lord Briggs as Chancellor o f 

the Open Univers i ty . 

I t was the Vice Chancellor who escorted l o r d Brings i n to Oui ldha l l 
f o r h i s i n s t a l l a t i o n . 

??usici 

This i s on ly the second degree ceremony at which a new Chancellor has 
been i n s t a l l e d . The previous occas ion was at the Un ivers i t y ' s f i r s t 
degree ceremony held gt Alexandra Palace i n 1973> when l o r d Gardiner 
of T 3. t t i s fo rd was i n s t a l l e d as the second Chancellor. The Un ivers i ty ' s 
f i r s t Chancellor, l o r d Crowther o f Eeadingley, was i n s t a l l e d ten years 
ago at the Charter Ceremony, the ten th anniversary of which we are 
celebrat ing today. The rTace Pearer i s V411 Straw, an administ rat ive 
asp is t r j i t i n the Open Un ive rs i t y ' s r e g i s t r y sec t ion . The ?!ace i s a 
modern design by Er ic Clements, and made of t i t an ium and presented to 
the Univers i ty T5y Imper ia l Metal Indus t r ies . 

By the au tho r i t y o f the Royal Charter and i n the name o f the counci l 
»nd the Senate, I i n s t a l l you Lord Eriggs of Lewes as Chancellor of 
the Open Univers i ty . 

I declare t hn t I w i l l t o the best o f my a b i l i t i e s s t r i ve always t o 
promote the objects of the Univers i ty as def ined i n a r t i c l e 5 o f the 
Charter and to maintain the a r t i c l e s and statutes of the Charter i n 
s p r r i t and i n f a c t . 

After h i s i n s t a l l a t i o n , l o rd Briggs was presented f o r an honorary 

degree by Professor Ka l te r James who traced h i s academic career. 

Prof, James: The dawn o f h i s academic career heralded the man. At Sydney Sussex he 
was the youngest under-graduate since Cromwell, and the f i r s t to also 
study concurrent ly as sn external student of London Univers i ty . He 
gave*double- f i rs t1 a new connotation when i n 1941- he obtained a f i r s t 
i n History a t Cambridge and a f i r s t i n economics from London, gathering 
en passant as i t were the frerstenberg pr ize f o r the best economics 
degree of the year. Quick from the s ta r t i ng blocks he's never f lagged 
nor f a l t e r e d , f i l l i n g each unforg iv ing minute w i t h s i x t y seconds worth 
of fiistance run at record speed.. I t i s rumoured tha t h a l f an hour 
before h i s wedding he was f i n i sh i ng a review f o r the New Statesman, and 
those tha t doubt tha t s to ry have him f i n i sh ing i t on ly a l i t t l e l a t e r . 



Translated from the c h i i r o f His tory at Leeds t o become successively 
Dean of soc ia l studies, pro Vice Chancellor and Vice Chancellor o f 
the Univers i ty o f Sussex, he remained not only a Professor o f 
H is tory , but a working h i s t o r i a n . The nat ive hue of h i s Yorkshire 
reso lu t ion lacks not the name of ac t i on . Now Provost o f Ttorcester 
College Oxford and Chancellor of t h i s Un ivers i ty , he continues to 
guide the development o f i n te rna t iona l I to ivers i t ies and I n s t i t u t e s 
i n Japan and Europe. There are many who assert t ha t Concorde was 
invented to catch up w i t h him, he pops up i n so many places t h a t a 
v i s i t o r from another p lanet .could be forgiven f o r th ink ing t h a t the 
world i s f u l l o f men and women ?nd Asa Briggs. There are some who 
have claimed, i n c i d e n t a l l y , tha t i t t d . l l be a minor miracle i f he 
stands s t i l l long enough f o r t h i s honorary degree t o be conferred. 

By the au tho r i t y of the senate I confer upon ycu the Honarary degree 

o f Doctor of th© t fa ive rs i t y . 

tf. Er indlet Af ter signing the honorary graduates reg is te r Lord Briggs del ivered 

h i s inaugural address. 

Lord Br iggs: % associat ion w i th the Open Univers i ty goes back t o the d i s tan t 
time when there xsere no academics, no vice-Chanoellor and above a l l 
no students. As a member of the Un ivers i t y ' s planning committee I 
count myself one o f the founding fa thers so ably and so wise ly 
guided by S i r Peter Venables. .Although the word fathers i s very 
misleadingly d iscr iminatory since the Univers i ty owes such an immense 
debt to Jenny Lee. Jenny Lee's imagination and determination give 
her a very specia l place i n the h i s t o r y o f the Univers i ty . The 
f i r s t Chancellor Lord Crowther was i n s t a l l e d i n J u l y l 1969, and I 
had the p r i v i l e g e of being present on tha t occasion. He expressed 
h i s deep sense of gra t i tude f o r being of fered so elevated a p la t form 
from which t o observe the course o f the great experiment. I share 
h i s deep sense of gra t i tude on being i n v i t e d t o become Chancellor, 
and I count i t a very great p r i v i l ege to have been given an Honorary 
degree of the Un ivers i ty . I have re-read w i th appreciat ion Lord 
Crowther's eloquent inaugural remarks i n which he claimed t h a t there 

^cro four c~«™*» *"■ " « T " " f f t h e 0 j e n Ph ivers i t y , Qp®n« That i t 
would be open as to people, open as to places, open as to methods 
and not l eas t open as t o ideas. I t r u s t too t ha t the percept ion 
t ha t he had o f a great experiment, has not and w i l l never be l o s t . 
At the s*me t ime, there are b ig di f ferences betx<reen 1969 and 1979. 
Ten years presents a very short span i n the l i f e o f any educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n . But dur ing these p a r t i c u l a r ten years spanning x*hat 

Prof . James cent ; 

td.ll
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Lord Brlgga cont: h is to r ians w i l l doubtless consider t o be two very sharply contrast ing 

decades, the Open Un ivers i t y has become f a r more than an experiment. 
I t ' no J? has more than t h i r t y thousand graduates, f o r whom i t has ■ 
been t h e i r Univers i ty experience, and large numbers o f other students 
have benef i ted and are s t i l l bene f i t i ng from i t t ; courses. I t must 
be judged now, not by i t s p lans, but by i t s r e s u l t s , I 'm -very happy 

as 
to f ee l t ha t my dist inguished predecessor Chancellor, was himself 
an Open Univers i ty student. Wot observing from an elevated p la t form 
but pa r t i c i pa t i ng i n the f r a y o f the Un ivers i t y ' s l i f e . I ' ve gained 

very great pleasure myself from p a r t i c i p a t i n g from the s t a r t , i n the 

making and presenting of Open Univers i ty programmes. .And I hope tha t 
whatever the cons t ra in t " applied to Chancellors, very necessaj.*y 
constra ints i n my view, speaking as an ex vice-Chancel lor, my o m 
oppor tuni t ies w i l l remain open i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r fi*<Ld. I 'm t o l d 
tha t i n cooperation w i th the B.B.C., over f i v e thousand programmes 

i n radio and t e l ev i s i on have been broadcast since 1971. I know too 
however, t ha t the Univers i ty has never rested content w i t h Broadcasting 
methods alone, i t has set out t o combine as l o r d Crowther hoped tha t 
i t would combine, every k ind of approach to learn ing , inc lud ing 
pr in ted and published mater ia ls , never obsolete, and personal t u i t i o n . 
The Open Univers i ty w i l l always have to take account of change, l o c a l 
change and global change, and i t s very openness w i l l c a i r y w i th i t 
a un iquevu ln t rab i l i t y . I w? l l do my best as Chancellor t o pee i t 
through new phases o f i t s h i s to ry , t i k e everyone else present today 
however, I know tha t i t i s v ies Chancellors not Chancellors who r e a l l y 
guide the a f f a i r s o f Un ivers i t ies , and I would l i k e to end by paying 
my t r i b u t e t o the Un ive rs i t y ' s f i r s t v ice Chancellor, l o r d Pervy, 
who w i th h i s colleagues has turned a dream i n t o a r e a l i t y . 

liT. B r i nd le : Following Lord Briggs inaugural speech, Dr. Kenneth Thompson. 

presented the Honorable Kingman Brewster f o r an honorary degree. 

Dr. K. Thompson: VQ s t i l l have much t o learn from .American higher education, w i th i t s 
greater outreach t o a l l sections o f the community, i t s wi l l ingness to 
experiment, and i t s consumer or iented posture. Among Kingman Erewster's 
exeat achievements at Tale was the expansion o f opportuni t ies f o r 
members o f under p r iv i ledged groups t o enter the Univers i ty , wh i l s t 
a t the same time maintaining high academic standards. I t ' s f i t t i n g 
tha t the Open Univers i ty which has also had some soaal success i n 
combininp greater openness w i th h igh standards, should honour such 
a man and h i s achievements. ?-£r l o r d and Chancellor by the au thor i t y 
o f Senate I present t o you f o r the honorary degree of Doctor of the 
Univers i ty , the Honourable Kingman Brewster, Ambassador o f the United 
States o f .America. 
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W. Br ind le ; Dr. Brewster has been both President o f t a l e and before t h a t 

Professor of Law at Harvard. 

Kingman Brewster: The Open, .University i s we l l and favourably known, e x c i t i n g l y admired 
i n the United States. I t i s indeed, as suggested, undoubtedly 
the most s ign i f i can t pos i t i ve progressive development o f higher 
education anywhere i n the world i n the post war per iod. I say tha t 
because, your great country and mine are dedicated to a v i s i o n never 
f u l l y rea l i sed of a t r u l y voluntary society. A v i s ion t ha t i s 
increas ing ly d i f f i c u l t perhaps t o rea l i se because o f not j u s t 
pressures o f soc ia l i nequa l i t y , economic d i f f i c u l t y but pressures of 
the over organised soc ie ty . 

W. Br ind le : Af ter Dr. Brewster's speech which continued r i c h i n i t s pra ise f o r 

the Open Univers i ty , Dr. James Barber, Professor o f P o l i t i c a l Science 
presented the Sight Honorable Roy Jenkins, 

Dr.James Barbers Mr. Jenkins i s now President of the European Commission, the chief 

executive o f the Community, which binds together nine European 
States. There i s a ce r ta in i rony t ha t a E r i ton holds t h i s post. 
f o r whi le i t may be an exaggeration to say t ha t we were dragged to 
the European a l t a r , iflor most c f us i t i s a marriage of convenience, 
and f o r some even t h a t convenience i s disputed. But there have 
always been people i n t h i s country who shared the v i s ion o f Europe 
which was born under Nazi occupation and bore f r u i t i n the post war 
years, a Europe un i ted i n peace and purpose overstepping the o l d 
nat iona l boundaries, Roy Jenkins i s one of these. For him, the 
community i s not simply a matter o f convenience, a safe haven i n a 
storm, f o r him i t f u l f i l l s rad ica l aspirat ions by re jec t i ng +he 
narrow nationalisms and r i g i d f r o n t i e r s which l e d to two t e r r i b l e 
wars. I n t h e i r place the community o f fe rs a revo lu t ionary fiame«3ork 
f o r greater cooperation which has already helped to produce undreamt 
o f wealth f o r i t s peoples, and provides the opportuni ty f o r a major 
ro le i n i n te rna t iona l r e l a t i o n s , i n a id to the Third Vbr ld , i n 
reorder ing trade and monetary re la t i ons and i n increasing 
i n te rna t i ona l secur i ty . I t ' s t h i s broad v i s i o n o f Western Europe 
which has f i n a l l y shaped 3-Jr. Jenkind career. Yet t h i s was not c lear 
from h i s ear ly background, a son o f a miner, a trade union o f f i c i a l 
who became an ' - . P . , % y Jenkins won h i s way to Oxford where he 
dist inguished himself academically. Then he fol lowed h i s fa ther 
i n t o Parliament. He spent twenty-seven years at Westminster and i t 
appeared t h a t the t a l en t s tr^hich were soon demonstrated would be 
f u l l y rea l i sed i n B r i t i s h P o l i t i c s . 
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W. Br ind le : , . Roy Jenkins receiv ing h i s honorary degree from the O.U. 's new * 

Chancellor Lord Drigss 2h h is rep l y , *r*r. Jenkins turned the clock 
back to the time when he was a member of the Labour Government. 

Hon. Roy Jenkins: Ten years ago when the Charter o f thfes T&iiversity was establ ished, 
I was at the t reasury and there were I be l ieve , many sceptics a t 

the Treasury, you may f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t to be l ieve , s t i l l prepared t o 
question the concepts and the ideas which formed the basis o f the 
projected Open Un ivers i ty . Now Chancellors, Chancellors o f the 

Exchequer tha t i s . not Chancellors of Un ivers i t ies of course, tend 

to be sceptics about a l l expenditure p ro jec ts . And, I must not 
exaggerate even on t h i s occassion and even through the mists o f t ime, 
the strength of my ear ly v is ion* Iftiat I t h ink I can say, however^ 

i 
i s tha t I was less scept ica l about t h i s p ro jec t than about most 
others, and indeed, against the enthusiasm of the Prime canis ter of 

the day, which was i t s e l f i nsp i red , f o r t i f i e d , even d i sc ip l i ned by 
the fervour o f Jenny Lee, there was no room f o r f a i n t hearts about the 

subject o f the Open Univers i ty . And therefore the Charter 
establ ish ing i t as an independent and autonomous i n s t i t u t i o n was 
granted i n 1969. S t i l l w i th ir-any major questions o f administ rat ion 
and f inance at issue, but they have been resolved , and resolved w i th 
great s k i l l and leadership by those who have directed the Univers i ty , 
?nd now without quest ion, the sceptics have been routed, completely 
and comprehensively routed, now ten years on, the success and 
remarkable achievements of t h i s unique Univers i ty are a matter o f 

record. lk>re than twice the number of appl icants avai lab le f o r the 
annual number of p laces, the Open Univers i ty has establ ished i t s e l f , 

i n a remarkably short t ime as an incandescent s tar i n t h i s cour t r y f s 
Univers i ty cons te l l a t i on . 

K Br ind le : The Right Honorable Boy Jenkins t rac ing a c e l e s t i a l path f o r the Open 
Univers i ty , ^ r contrast the Vice Chancellor 's speech to the new 
graduates contains some very down t o earth s t a t i s t i c s . 

Vice Chancellor As I said you were j o i n i n g a company already t h i r t y - t h r e e thousand 
e r r 3 r * strong, by 1986, you the graduates w i l l outnumber the students. By 

the t ime we reach a steady s ta te , t h a t ' s the unfortunate t ime when 
as many o l d graduates are dying each year, as net* graduates are 
graduating, by tha t t ime , which given no change i n the average length 
o f l i f e , w i l l be about 2015, by t h a t time the t o t a l number of Open 
Univers i ty graduates w i l l be something l i k e a quarter o f a m i l l i o n , 
and tha t doesn't take any account a t a l l o f our former associate 
students. What a very formidable fo rce , p o l i t i c a l f o rce , f o r good 
or fo r i l l , you w i l l be, i t ' s a sobering thought. Perhaps you may 
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Vice Chancellor cont : even be able to farrce the government o f the day t o do something about 

mandatory grants f o r Open Univers i ty students. Vhat else w i l l you 
take away w i th you from the Uhivers i ty ? I t h i nk y o u ' l l take three 
th ings i n perhaps var ied amounts. The f i r s t t h ing y o u ' l l take away 
i s the q u a l i t y , the q u a l i t y of determination o f staying power of gut . 
This i s n ' t something tha t we gave t o you, i t ' s something you've 
brought t o us , and i t f s why you're here tofiay, because those -who 
started on t h e i r way to a degree i n the Open Univers i ty without tha t 
qua l i t y have f a l l e n by the wayside, the road was too long and too hard 
f o r them. But tha t i s a qua l i t y t ha t i s much sor t a f te r by employers 
and they are gradual ly discovering t ha t you a l l have i t , but i t takes 
t ime. The second . th ing y o u ' l l take awsy, i s a t r a i n i n g , and you 
shouldn't despise a t r a i n i n g because without the t r a i n i ng you can ' t 
do th ings . People I t h ink i n t h i s country have of ten regarded education 
which o r i g i n a l l y meant leading ou t , as somehow superior t o t r a i n i ng 
but there 's no way i n which a teacher can lead out of a p^ipil the 
knowledge o f , how to wipe a j o i n t , o r remove an appendix, o r programme 
a computer, t r a i n i ng i s essent ia l and i t should be h igh ly regarded. 
And the t h i r d th ing y o u ' l l take away, i s of course an etlucation. And 
I said t r a i n i n g i s important and T meant i t ; but so indeed i s education. 
Perhaps we can regard t r a i n i n g as a necessary preparat ion f o r vork, 
and education as a necessary preparat ion f o r l e i s u r e . 

' . . B r ind le : For the n ine ty o r so rec ip ients of the earned degrees, to whom Lord 
Peirv was d i rec t ing h i s remarSs, the most s i gn i f i can t part, o f the 
cezemony was of course, t h e i r presentat ion to the Chancellor. 
"First c.ime the higher degrees, s i x Doctors o f Philosophy i n t h e i r 
Uoyal blue and gold gowns. The t i t l e s of t h e i r thes is gave an idea 
of the increasing d i v e r s i t y of the Un ivers i t y ' s research a c t i v i t i e s . 
Then i t was the t u r n o f the Bachelors of Ar ts i n t h e i r darker blue 
gowns. For t h i s specia l Gui ldha l l congregation, they have come from 
a l l par ts of the country, w i th t h e i r fami l ies and f r i ends , and i n t h i s 
splendid se t t i ng , i t ' s ce r t a i n l y beer a day f o r everyone t o remember. 

Archer . . . . Pauline B e l l . . . . . J o a n Bennett , . . .Richard Bennet t . . . I rene 

Blackthorn© 


