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Wipe t o 2s Chr is & Moira i n 
Studio 

MS Chr is 

CHRIS SERLE: 
H e l l o , i t ' s the f i r s t weekend i n June, 

and t h a t means we can welcome you t o another 

e d i t i o n o f Open Forum. This month 

computing's on the agenda, w e ' l l be l ook ing 

a t how the Open U n i v e r s i t y i s embracing 

In fo rma t ion Technology i n i t ' s courses, as 

we move towards d is tance l e a r n i n g i n the 

year 2000. 

MS Moira 
MOIRA STUART: 

A l so , updates on GERBIL, the Great Education 

Reform B i l l , proposals t o s t reaml ine 

research i n UK u n i v e r s i t i e s , the l a t e s t 

news on the OU's f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n , as w e l l 

as our r e g i o n a l r e p o r t from the North-West 

and o f course, Open Access. 

MS Chr is 

CU Chr is 

CHRIS: 

But f i r s t , home computing. There are two 

main issues here , l ead t ime and cos t . Let 

me g ive you an example o f l ead - t ime . I n 

1971 f o r example the 0U had t o p lan ahead 

and decided t o i n s t a l i t e l e t y p e computer 

te rm ina ls i n i t s r e g i o n a l centres and make 

them a v a i l a b l e a t summer schoo ls . They 

were machines gene ra l l y unava i lab le outs ide 

the wor ld o f i n d u s t r y . They've served 
t h e i r purpose w e l l , bu t s ince then , t h e r e ' s 

been a huge growth i n the number o f home 

computers and a need f o r a broader understanding 

o f computing i n gene ra l . Now, the 0U 

has t o p lan f o r the year 2000. I t ' s Been the 

need t o increase the spread o f computer 

l i t e r a c y . Consequently, many courses 
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CHRIS CONT: 

are now coming on-stream which requ i r e 

access t o a computer. I t was f o r t h a t 

reason t o increase hands-on t ime t h a t the 

OU in t roduced home computing. 

The response from students has already-

been s u b s t a n t i a l , DT200 f o r example, 

an I n t r o d u c t i o n t o I n fo rma t i on Technology 

was launched t h i s year . I t boasts 14,000 

students who are us ing t h e i r own home 

micros t o l i n k up t o one another and w i t h 

t h e i r t u t o r s . M205, Fundamentals o f 

Computing, has 3,000 students who need PCs. 

T102, the new Technology Foundation Course, 

due t o s t a r t next year , expects another 

4,700 students w h o ' l l a l so need PCs. M353, 

Programming and Programming Languages, 

p r e d i c t s another 1,000. I t doesn ' t take 

a computer t o see the sca le o f the problem, 

because computers cos t money. Of course 

some students may want t o buy t h e i r own, 

f o r t u n a t e l y the U n i v e r s i t y has now adopted 

a s tandard which a l l f u r t u r e courses w i l l 

be expected t o use and i t ' s arranged 

generous d iscounts on such machines. For 

those who c a n ' t a f f o r d even discounted 

p r i c e s , o r choose not t o buy, t h e r e ' s a 

r e n t a l poo l o f 2,000 machines. And some 

people w i l l even be ab le t o borrow one. 

But t h a t s t i l l may not be enough, Susan 

Blackmore went t o the w i l d s o f Northumbria 

t o f i n d out more about home computing by 

d is tance l e a r n e r s . 

F i lm i n s e r t : BBC Spec ia l l y Shot: 
16mm co lou r , sync (4*25") 

MS Susan Blackmore 

SUSAN BLACKMORE: 

Th is f i l m i s about computers, and about 

Open U n i v e r s i t y s tudents who want, o r need, 

t o study computing. There are now severa l 

courses which r e q u i r e s tudents t o have 

r e g u l a r and f requen t access t o a personal 

computer, but t h a t can prove d i f f i c u l t f o r 
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SUSAN CONT: 

s t u d e n t s who c a n ' t a f f o r d t o buy o r even 

t o r e n t o n e . The p rob lems a r e s e r i o u s , 

b u t t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h e computer o f f e r s 

t h e OU c a n ' t be i g n o r e d . 

GV's N o r t h u m b r i a There a r e t h r e e c o u r s e s w h i c h s t u d e n t s 

w i l l f i n d i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t a PC a t home, 

o r a t l e a s t c l o s e b y . DT200, an 

I n t r o d u c t i o n t o I m f o r m a t i o n T e c h n o l o g y , 

M205, Fundamenta ls o f Compu t ing , and n e x t 

y e a r ' s T102 , t h e Techno logy F o u n d a t i o n Cou rse . 

MS J o n a t h a n Brown 

MS M a r g a r e t C o n n o l l y 

J o n a t h a n Brown: 

Our q u o t a o f new s t u d e n t s f o r T102 i s 

213 s t u d e n t s s p r e a d a r o u n d t h i s v a s t and 

b e a u t i f u l r e g i o n . To h i g h e r m i c r o s f r o m 

t h e U n i v e r s i t y , w e ' v e been a l l o c a t e d 6 6 , 

a l l t h e f i g u r e s t h a t w e ' r e w o r k i n g on 

s u g g e s t t h a t s o m e t h i n g l i k e 30 p e r c e n t o f 

s t u d e n t s w i l l e i t h e r buy o f have access 

t o a m i c r o t h r o u g h an emp loyer 

so t h a t l e a v e s 70 p e r c e n t . Our e s t i m a t e 

i s t h e r e ' s a b o u t 100 p e o p l e who want t o 

do T102 who w i l l have t o e i t h e r buy o r 

a c q u i r e access by some o t h e r r o u t e , now 

t h i s i s n o t a r i c h r e g i o n . The economic 

m i r a c l e may be h a p p e n i n g e l sewhe re i n t h e 

c o u n t r y , b u t w e ' v e g o t s o m e t h i n g l i k e 17 p e r c e n t 

o f o u r s t u d e n t s on f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e , so 

w e ' r e w o r r i e d a b o u t t h a t i m p l i c a t i o n . 

MARGARET CONNOLLY: 

We bough t an A m s t r a d . As recommended by 

t h e OU. 

SUSAN BLACKMORE: 

Why d i d y o u go f o r b u y i n g one ? 

MARGARET; 

W e l l I t h o u g h t i f I was g o i n g t o do t h r e e 

o r f o u r y e a r s c o u r s e o f c o m p u t i n g i t w o u l d 
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GV's pc w o r k s t a t i o n 

MARGARET CONT: 

be cheaper i n l o n g r u n t o buy one now, r a t h e r 

t h a n keep r e n t i n g , y e a r a f t e r y e a r . 

SUSAN BLACKMORE: 

And do y o u t h i n k t h a t ' s p r o v e d a good d e a l ? 

MARGARET 

Fo r what i t i s , y e s , b u t i t has g o t i t s 

p r o b l e m s , y o u know, i t ' s now as r e l i a b l e 

as t h e OU made o u t i t was g o i n g t o b e . 

SUSAN: 

What s o r t o f p r o b l e m s have y o u f a c e d ? 

CU M ick G o u l d i n g 

MICK GOULDING: 

W e l l y o u g e t s t a c k o v e r l o a d e r r o r s and 

t h e machine hangs up on y o u and y o u know 

t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g y o u can do w i t h i t , y o u ' v e 

g o t t o s w i t c h i t o f f and s t a r t a g a i n . I f 

y o u ' v e been w o r k i n g a t i t f o r two o r t h r e e 

h o u r s i t g e t s a b i t f r u s t r a t i n g , i f y o u 

l o o s e i t a l l . 

The d i f f i c u l t y i s t h a t t h e r e a r e so many 

machines on t h e ma rke t p l a c e w h i c h p u r p o r t 

t o be IBM c o m p a t i b l e , w h i c h may n o t be 

e n t i r e l y c o m p a t i b l e , w i t h t h e way t h a t 

o u r s o f t w a r e i s supposed t o r u n . I t has 

t o be s a i d t h a t t h e c o m p u t i n g t h a t we t a u g h t 

b e f o r e , because o f t h e r e s t r i c t i o n i n 

t h e amount o f hands -on t i m e s t u d e n t s h a d , 

we were r e a l l y o n l y p l a y i n g l i p - s e r v i c e t o 

t e a c h i n g c o m p u t i n g i n a t r u e s e n s e , now we 

can go f u r t h e r i n t o t h e more c o m p l i c a t e d 

and d i f f i c u l t s u b j e c t a r e a s . 

3s Susan , McGuire & C o n n o l l y 
SUSAN: 

T h i s y e a r n e a r l y 80 p e r c e n t o f M205 s t u d e n t s 
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SUSAN CONT-
have chosen t o buy t h e i r computers, many 

w i t h spec ia l r a t e loans and a t a s u b s t a n t i a l 

d i scoun t . But t h ings may w e l l be d i f f i c u l t 

next year i f more than 20 percent o f the 

students want t o r e n t . 

MS McGuire What course are you doing ? 

DAVID MCGUIRE: 

I 'm doing DT200, I n fo rma t ion Technology and 

i t s Soc ia l Issues. 

Susan: 

And d i d you buy a computer ? 

No I decided aga ins t i t because I 'm i n 

my f i f t h year o f study w i t h the 0U, I ' v e 

on ly one more t o go a f t e r t h i s one, I d i d n ' t , 

I decided i t was unfavourable t o do so. 

SUSAN: 
So how are you managing w i thou t one then ? 

DAVID MCGUIRE: 

I 'm very l ucky , my employers a t work have 

a micro and I use t h a t one. 

SUSAN: 

So t h a t means you 've got t o go i n very 

e a r l y i n the morning or s tay l a t e a t n i g h t ? 

DAVID: 
Stay l a t e a t n i g h t , lunch breaks, any spare 

t ime b a s i c a l l y . 

SUSAN: 

And does t h a t work w e l l ? 

DAVID: 

Not too bad on the p a r t i c u l a r course I 'm 

do ing . Which i s on ly 20 percent p r a c t i c a l work. 
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DAVID CONT: 

So t h e r e f o r e i t doesn ' t work out too bad ly 

i n my case. 

CU Newton 

CU keyboard 

CU Newton 

JOHN NEWTON: 

Each year more and more s tudents are go ing 

t o r e q u i r e a machine, and so t h e r e ' s go ing 

t o be more and more pressure on the 

r e n t a l p o o l . And p o l i t i c a l l y t h i s means 

e f f e c t i v e l y t h a t some people are say ing 

t h a t we are produc ing courses which some 

s tudents would l i k e t o do, bu t c a n ' t a f f o r d 

t o do. I d o n ' t know what the answer i s , 

poss ib l y t o p rov ide a b igger r e n t a l p o o l , 

bu t t h a t r equ i res a s u b s t a n t i a l ou t l ay . 

Our masters are ask ing us t o produce 

courses i n t h i s a rea , bu t not prepared t o 

g i ve us the cash t o do i t . 

CU Susan 

SUSAN: 

Keeping the OU r e a l l y open f o r s tudents 

who need computers requ i res no t on ly a vas t 

investment , but a s o l i d commitment t o 

s o l v i n g the i n e v i t a b l e problems. But i t 

should a l l be wo r thwh i l e . Long before 

home computers become as common as 

t e l e v i s i o n s are now, the OU w i l l a l ready 

have taught thousands o f people t o use 

them. 

MS Chr is i n s t u d i o 

MS Jim Burrows 
MS John Naughton 
MS Malcolm Anderson 

CHRIS SERLE: 

Wi th me i n the Studio t o d iscuss the e f f e c t s 

o f the U n i v e r s i t y ' s home computing p o l i c y 

and where i t ' s go ing t o i n the f u t u r e are 

J im Burrows who's the D i r e c t o r o f Academic 

Computing Serv ices ; John Naughton, T102 

Course Team Chairman; and Malcolm Anderson 

who's a r e p . on the Academic Computing 

Committee. 

7 . 
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4 s : S e r l e and s t u d i o g u e s t s 
CHRIS CONT: 

J i m , l e t me t u r n t o y o u f i r s t , and ask y o u 

a b o u t one o f t h e p o i n t s r a i s e d i n t h a t f i l m , 

and t h a t ' s t h e q u e s t i o n o f r e l i a b i l i t y . I t ' s 

a p r e t t y a w f u l t h o u g h t , 3 h o u r s w o r t h o f wo rk 

d i s a p p e a r i n g down t h e d r a i n o r i n t o t h i n 

a i r , o r whe reve r i t g o e s , j u s t how r e l i a b l e 

a r e t h e s e machines t h a t y o u ' r e recommending 
t 

t o p e o p l e ? 

CU Burrows 
J I M BURROWS: 

W e l l I t h i n k w i t h t o d a y ' s t e c h n o l o g y , machines 

a r e a l o t more r e l i a b l e t h a n t h e y ' v e been 

5 o r 6 y e a r s ago . P r o b a b l y i t ' s t r u e t o say 

t h a t i f t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o be a p r o b l e m i t ' s 

g o i n g t o be a p r o b l e m i n i t i a l l y w i t h t h e 

machine i n g e t t i n g i t f u n c t i o n i n g , b u t once 

g o i n g I w o u l d be v e r y d i s a p p o i n t e d i f t h e r e 

was more t h a n pe rhaps a two o r p o s s i b l y 3 p e r c e n t 

e r r o r r a t e . 

MS C h r i s 

CHRIS: 

Ma lco lm i s t h a t a p r o b l e m t h a t y o u ' v e come 

a c r o s s w i t h o t h e r OUSA members, o r perhaps 

y o u r s e l f w i t h w o r k i n g a t home ? 

MS Anderson 
MALCOLM ANDERSON: 

W e l l t h e s t u d e n t g e n e r a l l y p u t s t h e computer 

on t h e k i t c h e n t a b l e and c o n s e q u e n t l y 

u n p l u g s i t a t v a r i o u s t i m e s and p l u g s i t 

up t o make i t w o r k . And t h i s i s where t h e 

mach ine becomes u n r e l i a b l e because y o u ' r e 

c o n s t a n t l y t a k i n g i t t o p i e c e s and p u t t i n g 

i t t o g e t h e r a g a i n t o use i t when s t u d y i n g . 

MS C h r i s 

CHRIS: 

W h a t ' s t h e answer t o t h a t ? John pe rhaps 

y o u can s u g g e s t , I mean i s , p e o p l e o f t e n 

c a n ' t t h e f i n d t h e space t o p u t a compu te r . 

8 . 
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JOHN NAUGHTQN: 

MS Naughton I t h i n k t h a t space i s a c t u a l l y a b igger 

problem f o r OU students than the r e l i a b i l i t y 

o f the technology i t s e l f . I mean obv ious ly 

i t ' s exacerbated by not having space because 

you have t o keep on d i sman t l i ng the k i t . 

But I t h i n k space i s a c t u a l l y p r a c t i c a l l y 

a b igger problem f o r many s tuden ts . 

CHRIS: 

Lead-t ime i s another b i g problem I suspect, 

or p o t e n t i a l l y , a problem i n t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l l y 

Open U n i v e r s i t y courses are expected t o 

have a s h e l f - l i f e o f 8 or 10 years a r e n ' t 

they ? And ye t w i t h computer technology 

changing a t the c o l l o s s a l r a t e i t i s now, 

you c a n ' t r e a l l y expect a computer-based 

programme t o su rv i ve f o r t h a t l ong w i t hou t 

the re be ing some major t echno log i ca l change 

a long the l i n e . Now how do you get round 

t h a t one ? 

JIM BURROWS: 

W e l l , I would agree t h a t i t ' s a problem. 

And I t h i n k f i r s t o f a l l t h a t U n i v e r s i t y 

has t o face up t o the f a c t t h a t i n those 

courses where the computer i s i n t e g r a l 

and e s s e n t i a l , i t may be u n r e a l i s t i c t o p lan 

again f o r an e i g h t or t en year l i f e , aga ins t 

t h a t i t ' s got t o accept t h a t i f s tudents 

make an investment the re has t o be a reasonable 

pe r i od o f t i m e , over which they can get 

some r e t u r n on t h a t investment . So I mean 

we've go t t o be l o o k i n g f o r a t l e a s t a 

f ou r year pe r i od when the re w i l l be a range 

o f courses t h a t w i l l r un on a p a r t i c u l a r 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n . 

CHRIS: 
So y o u ' l l promise a f o u r year l i f e f o r any 

programme t h a t y o u ' r e invo lved w i t h , any 

course t h a t y o u ' r e i nvo l ved w i t h ? 

CU Chr is 

4s s t u d i o gues ts /Chr is 
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BURROWS CONT: 

I w o u l d have t h o u g h t w e ' v e g o t t o commit 

t o s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t , y e s . 

CU C h r i s 

CHRIS: 

I s t h a t t h e b e s t y o u can do J o h n , 

o r can y o u s t r e t c h i t beyond t h a t ? 

MS John Naughton 
JOHN NAUGHTON: 

W e l l I t h i n k t h a t a l t h o u g h i t ' s t r u e 

t h a t t h i n g s change v e r y q u i c k l y i n t h e 

i n d u s t r y i t ' s , t h e r e i s an amazing l e v e l 

o f s t a b i l i t y i n some r e s p e c t s . For example 

we have s t a n d a r d i s e d e s s e n t i a l l y a round 

an o p e r a t i n g sys tem n o t a round a mach ine . 

The o p e r a t i n g sys tem i s MS DOS. Now MS DOS 

has been a r o u n d f o r q u i t e a w h i l e , and 

nobody t h a t I know i n t h e i n d u s t r y d o e s n ' t 

t h i n k t h a t i t w o n ' t be a r o u n d f o r a l o n g 

t i m e t o come. So t h a t by s t a n d a r d i s i n g 

a t t h e s o f t w a r e l e v e l , y o u do a c t u a l l y , 

i n a s e n s e , i n s u l a t e y o u r s e l f t o some 

e x t e n t f r o m changes i n t h e h a r d w a r e . 

CU C h r i s 

CHRIS: 

So t o t a k e a p o s i t i v e l i n e , i f somebody 

i n v e s t s q u i t e a l o t o f money, l e t ' s f a c e 

i t , i n a computer w h i c h i s , w h i c h uses 

MS DOS as i t s o p e r a t i n g sys tem t h e y can 

be s u r e t h a t t h e y w i l l s t i l l be a b l e t o 

r u n o r t a k e Open U n i v e r s i t y c o u r s e s , u s i n g 

t h a t compu te r , f o r t h e n e x t , w h a t , 10 y e a r s ? 

CU John Naughton 

JOHN NAUGHTON: 

W e l l , pe rhaps 10 y e a r s i s p u s h i n g i t , b u t 

g i v e n t h a t t h e r e a r e m i l l i o n s o f IBM PCs, 

and MS DOS mach ines i n t h e w o r l d , and 

t e n s o f m i l l i o n s o f u s e r s o f t h e s e m a c h i n e s , 

enormous i n v e s t m e n t i n s o f t w a r e t h a t r u n s 

i n t h e r e s t o f i t , t h e y w i l l s t i l l be 

p r o f i t i n s u p p o r t i n g MS DOS machines 

f o r some t i m e t o come and t h a t ' s what 
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NAUGHTON CONT: 

g i v e s U B t h e k i n d o f s t a b i l i t y t h a t we n e e d . 

I t ' s n o t p e r f e c t b u t i t ' s as good as we 

can g e t i n t h e s e s h i f t i n g t i m e s . I t h i n k 

t h e d e c i s i o n t o go i n t o home c o m p u t i n g 
t h e 

i s / most s i g n i f i c a n t one t h e U n i v e r s i t y 

has made, I t h i n k , s i n c e i t d e c i d e d t o do 

d i s t a n c e t e a c h i n g . And i t ' s s i g n i f i c a n t 

because t h e n e x t f r o n t i e r f o r d i s t a n c e 

t e a c h e r s and f o r d i s t a n c e l e a r n i n g i s 

how t o use compu te rs p r o d u c t i v e l y f o r 

t e a c h i n g and l e a r n i n g . Now i n mak ing 

t h i s s t e p t h e OU i s a c t u a l l y s t e p p i n g o v e r 

t h a t p r e c i p i c e . Because t h e c h a l l e n g e i s 

how a r e we g o i n g t o use t h e t e c h n o l o g y t o 

h e l p us combat t h e e f f e c t s o f d i s t a n c e ? And 

t h a t ' s what i t ' s f o r r e a l l y , t h a t ' s w h a t , 

t h a t ' s t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h i s move. 

And t h e p r o b l e m t h a t I see w i t h t h e 

c u r r e n t s o r t o f d i s c u s s i o n s abou t home c o m p u t i n g 

i s t h a t most o f t h e s e d i s c u s s i o n f o c u s , 

a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y , on t h e p r o b l e m s , s u r e 

i t ' s d i f f i c u l t , we knew i t was g o i n g t o be 

d i f f i c u l t , nobody e v e r p r e t e n d e d i t was 

g o i n g t o be e a s y , b u t what nobody s e e s , o r 

a t l e a s t wha t n e v e r s u r f a c e s , i n t h e s e 

d i s c u s s i o n s , a r e t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t 

i t o f f e r s u s , and o u r s t u d e n t s . 

CHRIS: 

Thank y o u , a l l t h r e e o f y o u , v e r y much 

i n d e e d . As w e ' v e s a i d one o f t h e most 

i n n o v a t i v e uses o f t h e new t e c h n o l o g y , as 

y o u ' d e x p e c t , i s on t h e new i n f o r m a t i o n 

PSC I n s e r t : S p e c i a l l y Sho t t e c h n o l o g y c o u r s e . L a s t week, some s t u d e n t s 

( b y BBC B e l f a s t ) 1 *58 " c a m e t o g e ther for a day school, so we sent 

our cameras along to see how the course is 

progressing. 

With over a "thousand students, DT200's 

computer conferencing fac i l i t y is the f i r s t 
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on such a sca le , i t ' s even poss ib le t o make 

g l oba l connect ions, but t h a t ' s reserved 

f o r the t u t o r s . 

LS c lass 
NICK HEAP: 

Good morning, my name i s Nick Heap and I 'm 

chairman o f DT200. 

We've a c t u a l l y in t roduced the home computing 

t o g i ve s tudents the oppor tun i t y t o a c t u a l l y 

experience i t , i t ' s no good t a l k i n g about 

these modern systems and saying how wonderfu l 

they a l l a re , i f i n f a c t nobody gets a 

chance t o use them, so we've a c t u a l l y f o l l owed 

a b a s i c a l l y commercial s p e c i f i c a t i o n , by 

adopt ing the PC standard we are t r y i n g t o 

r e f l e c t what i s a c t u a l l y happening i n the 

commercial w o r l d . 

CHRIS: 

These students have t h e i r own computers as 

w e l l as t h e i r own computer conferencing 

f a c i l i t i e s . Which, i n c i d e n t a l l y , can reduce 

t r a v e l costs and rep lace summer schoo l . 

MS Nick Heap 

NICK HEAP: 

As a t u t o r I can a c t u a l l y be on a t midn ight 

o r two o c lock i n the morning when i t 

s u i t s me. Students can a c t u a l l y come on 

a t the weekend and pickup the messages 

t h a t I ' v e l e f t f o r them dur ing the week. And 

they can see those messages, they can comment 

on them, they can add new ones. 

WS students and computer 

CHRIS: 

There are unexpected bonuses. For example, 

TMA's by computer. 

CU Kather ing I r v i n g 

KATHERINE IRVING: 

I t means t h a t from the t u t o r s p o i n t o f view 
t h a t y o u ' r e able t o present your work more 
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n e a t l y , y o u ' r e able t o c o r r e c t i t much more 

q u i c k l y . 

CHRIS: 

The OU may t h i n k i t ' s keeping pace w i t h 

t echno log i ca l change, but i s i t ? 

NICK HEAP: 

You can go i n t o a s t o r e now, the re are 

bar codes on t h i n g s , there are scanners 

t o au toma t i ca l l y p r i c e i t and weigh i t 

f o r you. The educat ion system, I mean 

B r i t a i n has c la imed o f course t h a t i t ' s got 

one o f the most advanced computer l i t e r a c y 

programmes i n the w o r l d , but never the less 

a l o t o f people have c r i t i c i s e d t h a t say ing 

• w e l l i t ' s not enough*. 

CHRIS: 

MS Chr is From new technology t o Wordsworth. For 

those who d o n ' t have fo rma l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 

from school o r c o l l e g e , the Open U n i v e r s i t y 

i s an i d e a l way t o get a degree, bu t 

supposing you have the chance t o study f u l l -

t ime and want t o ? Stephen Page decided 

t o do j u s t t h a t , by us ing h i s OU c r e d i t s 

as a way i n . We met him i n Manchester, 

from where we b r i n g you t h i s month's Regional 
Regional Report musical ' s t i n g * 
& graph ic (0 '06 " ) Report . 

STEPHEN PAGE: 
Wel l I l e f t school w i t h th ree CSE's i n 

E n g l i s h , Maths and Geography, but apar t from 

t h a t I d i d n ' t leave school w i t h any th ing e l s e . 

And then I went i n t o work as a t r a i n e e motor 

mechanic, but I d i d n ' t enjoy t h a t very much 

a t a l l , so I decided t o go back i n t o s tudy ing . 

BBC Spec ia l l y Shot F i lm i n s e r t : 
16 ram co lou r , sync (3 ' 46 " ) 

MS Stephen Page 
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GV's l i b r a r y i n t e r i o r / S t e p h e n 

STEPHEN CONT: 

Wel l i t was r a t h e r i n c i d e n t a l how X happened 

t o come across the Open U n i v e r s i t y because 

one evening I was read ing a poet c a l l e d 

Wordsworth and low and behold there was a 

programme on Wordsworth on the OU programme 

which was extremely i n t e r e s t i n g and concepts 

which were put forward were very good so the 

next day I went forward t o the r e g i o n a l o f f i c e 

and enquired much more about the course which 

was be ing o f f e r e d on Wordsworth and they 

i n v i t e d me t o apply t o an Open U n i v e r s i t y 

course, which I d i d . Pat Herman, the sen ior 

t u t o r f o r the r e g i o n a l o f f i c e approached me 

and suggested t h a t would you l i k e t o apply 

f u l l - t i m e t o a convent iona l u n i v e r s i t y ? 

Wel l o f course I ' v e app l i ed t o f i v e and 

I ' ve got an o f f e r from Leeds u n i v e r s i t y , an 

un - cond i t i ona l o f f e r from S t e r l i n g , Southampton 

has o f f e r e d me a p lace and I 'm expect ing t o 

hear from Loughborough i n the near f u t u r e . 

MS Pat Herman 
PAT HERMAN: 
I t h i n k i t ' s impor tant t h a t people r e a l i s e 

t h a t the Open U n i v e r s i t y ' s j ob i s no t s imply 

t o produce i t s own graduates, i t ' s j ob i s 

t o serve peop le 's educat iona l needs a t a 

h igher educat ion l e v e l , whatever they may 

t u r n out t o be. And one o f these needs, a 

minor one, bu t a very impor tant one i n the 

l i f e o f the i n d i v i d u a l , i s an ambi t ion t o 

go i n t o f u l l - t i m e h igher educat ion , a proper 

amb i t i on . I f the A - l e v e l rou te i s cu t o f f 
GV's l i b r a r y i n t e r i o r 

MS Pat Herman 

f o r one reason or another , the Open U n i v e r s i t y 

prov ides an a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e , which may 

even indeed have some advantages, e s p e c i a l l y 

f o r the very young person. A, you come t o 

study w i t h the Open U n i v e r s i t y you grow up 

very f a s t , the Open U n i v e r s i t y ' s f o r a d u l t s , 

t h e r e ' s no messing about f o r Open U n i v e r s i t y 

s tudents , you have t o work very ha rd , 
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WS L ibary i n t e r i o r 

MS Stephen 

GV's l i b a r y 

PAT CONT: 

y o u ' r e e x c l u s i v e l y i n the company o f adu l t s 

who have p ress ing f a m i l y and work r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 

i t matures you . One o f the t h i ngs t h a t the 

o ther u n i v e r s i t i e s can o f f e r t h a t we d o n ' t 

o f f e r i s s i n g l e honours degrees and i f l i k e 

Stephen, you wake up one morning i n love w i t h 

Wordsworth, and t h a t a l l you want t o do i s 

Eng l i sh L i t e r a t u r e , then the o ther u n i v e r s i t i e s 

w i l l o f f e r you the oppo r tun i t y t o do t h a t more 

than we can. 

CU Stephen 
CHRIS SERLE: (V /0 : ) 

A h i n t o f what Stephen w i l l f i n d a t a f u l l - t i m e 

u n i v e r s i t y comes from Helen Dewsnap, she 

t r a n s f e r r e d her c r e d i t s t o Manchester 

Po l y techn i c , and rece ived a BA Honours i n 

Soc io logy . 

MS Helen 
HELEN DEWSNAP: 

There i s a d i f f e r e n c e , a marked d i f f e r e n c e , 

somehow w i t h the Open U n i v e r s i t y the r e s u l t 

t h a t you rece ived f o r your assignment, or 

you know, what happened i n a t u t o r i a l , was 

no t the most impor tan t t h i n g , bu t t h e r e ' s 

an element o f compe t i t i on a t convent iona l 

u n i v e r s i t y t h a t j u s t i s miss ing i n the OU. 

And something t h a t ' s very impor tant I t h i n k 

t o be kept miss ing because i t encourages 

people l i k e me t o , who would never have entered 

a compet i t i ve f i e l d a t the t ime I d i d the OU, 

I mean by the t ime 1 go t con f i den t enough t o 

go t o a convent iona l u n i v e r s i t y I was ready 

f o r t h a t compe t i t i on , b u t I c e r t a i n l y would 

no t have been b e f o r e , and t h a t i s r e a l l y a 

major d i f f e r e n c e . And t h a t a f f e c t s eve ry th i ng , 

how you apply y o u r s e l f t o your work and, you 

know, the r e s u l t t h a t you ge t and how you 

f e e l about y o u r s e l f . 
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BCU Stephen 
CHRIS SERLE: 

Helen i s now working i n the Centre f o r 

App l ied Soc ia l Research a t Manchester 

U n i v e r s i t y , and Stephen has been i n v i t e d 

t o r e t u r n t o the OU a f t e r t h i s degree and 

work as a t u t o r . 

MS Moira 

'Newsquest* musical ' s t i n g ' & 
graph ic (0 ' 06 " ) 

MS Chr is 

Graphic: 'Academic Freedom 
Statement' (0*20") 

MOIRA STUART: 

W e l l , s ince t h a t was f i l m e d , we've heard 

t h a t Stephen has accepted the o f f e r from 

Leeds U n i v e r s i t y and w i l l be going there 

t o study Eng l i sh and Phi losophy. And we 

wish him l o t s o f l u c k . 

CHRIS SERLE: 

Remember GERBIL ? No, not the f u r r y animal 

bu t the Great Educat ion Reform B i l l , i n 

March we brought you news o f i t s progress 

through the Committee stage i n the Commons. 

This month i t ' s been passed by the Lords 

who debated an amendment t o safeguard 

academic freedom. The wording o f Lord 

Jenkins amendment was ' to ensure t h a t academic 

s t a f f have freedom w i t h i n the law t o 

quest ion and contes t rece ived wisdom , and t o 

put forward new ideas and c o n t r o v e r s i a l 

or unpopular op in ions w i t hou t p l a c i n g themselves 

w i t h i n jeopardy o f l o s i n g t h e i r jobs or 

p r i v i l e g e s . 1 Lord Jenkins amendment was 

passed by 152 votes t o 126. 

MS Moira 

MOIRA STUART: 

Back i n A p r i l we t o l d you o f the var ious 

proposals t o re form UK u n i v e r s i t i e s research 

i n p a r t i c u l a r the Oxburgh proposals f o r 

the ea r th sc iences. Since our l a s t r e p o r t , 

24 o f 32 o r i g i n a l ea r th science departments 

have now secured t h e i r f u t u r e i n some form 

and w i l l be able t o b i d f o r funds from the 

U n i v e r s i t i e s Grants Committee. Two departments 

were saved by the a d d i t i o n o f a new category 
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Graphic: 'Oxburgh Committee' 
(0*15") 

MOIRA CONT: 

so as w e l l as Ml and M2, J and I , there 

i s now P, s p e c i a l l y funded departments 

dedicated t o postgraduate teaching and research , 

i n a s p e c i f i c area. Th is category now 

inc ludes Reading and Newcastle, t h i s leaves 

Aston, Dundee and S t ra thc l yde l o s i n g ear th 

science p r o v i s i o n e n t i r e l y through mergers 

w i t h ne ighbour ing departments. Exeter , 

H u l l , Nott ingham, S h e f f i e l d and Swansea 

are r e t a i n i n g se rv i ce teach ing on l y . 

MS Chr is 

Graphic: 'Defer red Courses' 
( 0 ' 24 " ) 

CHRIS : 

And our f i n a l update concerns the l a t e s t 

on the 0U f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n . The 

f o l l o w i n g courses due f o r launch i n 1989 

are t o be de fe r red u n t i l 1990. A324, 

L i b e r a t i o n and Reconst ruc t ion , P o l i t i c s , 

Cu l tu re and Soc ie ty i n France and I t a l y , 

1943-1954. M355, Topics i n Software 

Eng ineer ing . T254, Stress on M a t e r i a l s . 

T255, Ma te r i a l s i n Manufactur ing, a l so 

E204, Purpose and Planning i n the 

C i r r i c u l u m w i l l be te rminated t h i s year , 

r a t h e r than 1990, as o r i g i n a l l y scheduled. 

W e ' l l keep you i n touch as th ings develop, 

•Open Access' musical ' s t i n g ' 
& graph ic (0*06") 

Now i t ' s t ime f o r us t o l i s t e n t o you . 

Our f i r s t l e t t e r comes from an annoyed 

Mathew Hisbent , who s igns h imse l f , OUSA 

member, r eg ion 1 1 , i n K i r c a l d y . 

Graphic: l e t t e r e x t r a c t s 
( i n t o t a l : 1 '04") 

MOIRA ( V / 0 ) : 

I have j u s t sa t through the l a t e s t o f 

Open Forum on T e l e v i s i o n , and I was 

appa l led w i t h the coverage o f the OUSA 

Na t iona l Conference. 

MS Chr is 
CHRIS: 
Oh dear. 
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Graphic: l e t t e r e x t r a c t 
MOIRA : (V/O): 

The programme was s l i c k , p r o f e s s i o n a l , 

g lossy and wide-awake f o r a Sunday morning 

v iew ing , but the conference r e p o r t 

suggested a complete lack o f understanding 

on the programme-makers' p a r t as to what 

an OUSA conference i s a l l about. 

MS Chr is 
CHRIS: 

OK you 'd b e t t e r t e l l us what i t i s about . 

Graphic: l e t t e r e x t r a c t 
MOIRA: V/O: 

Conference i s about a la rge group o f 

Open U n i v e r s i t y students a c t i v e l y concerned 

about t h e i r educat ion and the s u r v i v a l 

o f t h e i r u n i v e r s i t y , g i v i n g voice t o 

t h e i r concerns and t h e i r hopes, and g i v i n g 

p o l i c y gu ide l i nes or d i r e c t i o n s t o t h e i r 

Nat iona l Execut ive Committee f o r the year 

ahead. 

MS Chr is 
CHRIS: 

Tha t ' s a f a i r p o i n t , bu t t h a t ' s what I 

thought we had r e f l e c t e d . 

Graphic: l e t t e r e x t r a c t 
MOIRA (V/O): 

What should have been shown on the 

t e l e v i s i o n was some o f the debates and 

arguments over c o n t r o v e r s i a l and c r u c i a l 

issues f a c i n g us today, the reasons 

behind the campaign '88 ' 89 , the emergency 

motion on f i nance , the n a t i o n a l branch 

c o n s t i t u t i o n , the merger o f BP posts w i t h i n 

the OUSA s t r u c t u r e , h igher degrees, I cou ld 

go on. 

MS Chr is 

CHRIS: 

I 'm sure you cou ld , but I t h i n k we get 

the p o i n t . 
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Graphic: l e t t e r extract 

19. 

HOIRA: 
The most serious c r i t i c i sm must be reserved 
fo r whoever made the decision to make i t 
a conference report rather than a conference 
programme. 

MS Chris 
CHRIS: 
Well there i s a committee which decides 
the overa l l po l icy fo r the Open Forum 
programme wi th representatives from 
most parts o f the un ivers i ty . In between 
meetings the in terpre ta t ion of po l icy 
and overa l l content decision including 
whether or not to cover major events 
l i k e the OUSA conference, are handled 
by an executive group. Day to day 
decisions including of course e d i t o r i a l 
contro l are the respons ib i l i t y of our 
BBC producers. I f we had dedicated the 
whole programme to the conference, we 
would not have been able to update you 
on issues l i k e the la tes t f i nanc ia l 
s i t ua t i on , or disabled students. The 
pol icy group has made a decision to widen 
the appeal of the programme so that other 
viewers as we l l as OU students and s t a f f 
can f i n d out about the world of higher 
education from the OU's perspective. 

MS Moira 
MOIRA: 
F ina l l y , there 's a chance fo r you to give 
us your comments d i rec t i n three weeks time. 
When the Open Universi ty opens i t s doors 
fo r open day 1988. As wel l as seeing how 
the OU works, you can also v i s i t our BBC 
studios here i n Mi l ton Keynes and Open 
Forum w i l l be there out and about preparing 
a report fo r next month's programme. So 
why not make a date and br ing the family 
on Saturday 25th June and come to the OU 
and BBC at Mi l ton Keynes. 
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CHRIS: 
MS C h r i s 

And t h a t ' s a b o u t i t f o r t h i s mon th , so 
Mus ic & WS C h r i s & M o i r a f r o m M o i r a and me, goodbye . 
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