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D102 S i g . Tune/Generic T i t l e 30" 

BERNARD WILLIAMS: 

Th is i s the 3 rd o f 4 T e l e v i s i o n 

programmes i n which I have the chance 

t o d iscuss some g e n e r a l , one might say 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l i s s u e s , / w h i c h have come 

up d u r i n g the Course. 

One bas ic ques t ion faced by the Soc ia l 

Sciences, i s what makes s o c i e t i e s s t i c k 

t oge the r . What s o c i a l f o r ces c o n t a i n , 

and c o n t r o l c o n f l i c t , and h<»tf. 

Z/0 TO MS 

We face t h i s ques t ion i n v a r i o u s forms 

du r i ng the Course, and bo th t h i s T.V. 

programme and the nex t w i l l be l o o k i n g 

a t d i f f e r e n t ways i n which t h i s ques t i on 

can be approached, and how these d i f f e r e n t 

ways o f approaching i t t i e up w i t h 

d i f f e r e n t k inds o f s o c i a l e x p l a n a t i o n . 

One way o f t a c k l i n g the ques t ion of s o c i a l 

cohesion was presented i a U n i t 2 1 , which 

approached i t from a p a r t i c u l a r 

s o c i o l o g i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w , and d iscussed 

the f o r c e s , which w i t h i n a k i n d o f s o c i a l 

s t r u c t u r e work t o manage c o n f l i c t and t o 

produce consent. 

- 1 -



- 2 - *■■ 

MS STUART HALL_ „ , . _ . , . . U n i t , Z l ^ a ^ B c e x t f l C e f l W S t u a r t H a l l , 

P r o f e s s o r o f S o c i o l o g y a t t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y s 

MS BERNARD a n d / t o d a y I 'm g o i n g t o be t a l k i n g t o S t u a r t 

a b o u t some o f t h e i d e a s used i n t h a t k i n d 

o f e x p l a n a t i o n . I n p a r t i c u l a r abou t t h e 

i d e a o f s t r u c t u r a l s o c i a l f o r c e s , as 

a g a i n s t e x p l a n a t i o n s a t an i n d i v i d u a l 

l e v e l , and abou t what s o r t o f p i c t u r e , 

such a t h e o r y g i v e s u s o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

and s o c i e t y . 

S t u a r t , you remember t h a t e a r l i e r on i n 

MS STUART t h e Course we were g i v e n two m o d e l s , / o f 
■ — » — ■ ■ I ■ ■ I in « ' » " < I I — I M I . H 1 I I H I I I I ' llii —null I I I H ^ - ^ P — ■ — M W | W — M ^ f c M — H ^ l — M»HMiym I I I — ^ f a ^ ^ * » ' 

the r e l a t i o n o f the State t o Soc ie ty . 

I t h i n k perhaps i t might be h e l p f u l f o r us 

i f we s t a r t e d by l o o k i n g back a t those two 

IIS BERI1ARD . /models we were g i v e n . You remember 

one o f them was the p l u r a l i s t model, i n 

which the State was p a r t i c u l a r l y represented 

t o u s , as be ing a s o r t o f p rocess , bu t 

which managed, or processed the demands 

which came from s o c i e t y . 

VT INSERT 

AHBIA.TED DIAGILAM DAVID POTTER (ON V T . ) 

I n t h e P l u r a l i s t p i c t u r e t h e S t a t e 

r e c e i v e s a l l t hese demands, o r i n p u t s . 

- 2 -



- 3 -

DAy ip^ roTT^R JJ2$ vT ) CONTD. 

Those i n p u t s a re t h e n p r o c e s s e d w i t h i n 

t h e S t a t e , d e c i s i o n s a re made, a c t i o n 

t a k e n , and t h a t a c t i o n comes o u t o f t h e 

S t a t e as an o u t p u t , and goes hack i n t o 

S o c i e t y . And t h o s e o u t p u t s e i t h e r meet 

t h e demands, o r a t l e a s t a f f e c t t h e g r o u p s 

concerned* L e a d i n g xhem t o make f u r t h e r 

m o d i f i e d demands on t h e S t a t e and so o n . 

STUDIO BERNARD WILLIAMS 

MCU BERNARD 

MCU STUART 

J f f e l l S t u a r t you r e c a l l t h a t as a g a i n s t 

t h a t P l u r a l i s t p i c t u r e o f how t h e S t a t e 

i s r e l a t e d t o S o c i e t y , we were o f f e r e d 

a n o t h e r and c o n t r a s t i n g m o d e l , w h i c h was 

i n h r o a d t e r m s a M a r x i s t m o d e l , w h i c h 

r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e S t a t e t o 

s o c i e t y , v e r y much i n t e r m s o f one 

p a r t i c u l a r f u n d a m e n t a l c o n f l i c t i n s o c i e t y , 

Which was t h e c o n f l i c t between c l a s s e s . 

VT INSERT. 

ANIMATED DIAGRAM DAVID POTTER (ON-VT.) 

I t i s t h e S t a t e t h a t f u l f i l s t h e v i t a l 

r o l e o f s t o p p i n g t h e c l a s s c o n f l i c t 

g e t t i n g o u t o f h a n d , and d e s t r o y i n g 

c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . 
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n^yTnjPOTTSR _(.ON_ VTyl CUITD. 

Now i n the M a r x i s t p i c t u r e , the State must 

he separate from "both c a p i t a l and l a b o u r , 

i n order t o regu la te the c o n f l i c t between 

them. By be ing separa te , i t can a l so 

dea l e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h any c o n f l i c t w i t h i n 

. c a p i t a l . The State r e g u l a t e s t h i s 

c o n f l i c t i n order t o m a i n t a i n order i n 

s o c i e t y , and t h a t ' s what any s ta te 

no rma l l y does i n any s o c i e t y . 

But the order the State ma in ta ins i n 

c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , i s a p a r t i c u l a r o r d e r , 

a c a p i t a l i s t o rder , and thus the State 

n a t u r a l l y tends i n the l o n g r u n t o operate 

more i n the i n t e r e s t o f c a p i t a l than o f 

l abou r . The State w i l l meet the demands 

o f l a b o u r , b u t on ly as l o n g as do ing so 

does no t get i n the way o f i t s main j ob 

2-3 o f / m a i n t a i n i n g the c a p i t a l i s t o rder . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS 

MCU BKRNARP . . . . . . /Wel l S t u a r t I t h i n k the f i r s t t h i n g I ' d 

l i k e t o ask you i s how fundamental the 

d i f f e r e n c e i n the end between these two 

s t o r i e s i s , i f a t l e a s t the s t o r i e s are 

made a b i t more r e a l i s t i c and a b i t l e s s 

schematic than they n e c e s s a r i l y are i n 

those p i c t u r e s . 
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PJTEMARI^WT^I .X.AMS. fjgONTD. ) 

Urn, one t h i n g I t h i n k i s t h i s , t h a t t h e 

M a r x i s t p i c t u r e t h a t we were g i v e n i n t h e 

second model t h e r e , i s p r e t t y s i m p l i f i e d 

MCU STUART i s . 'n" f c , A V f o r aA"°t*ern Marxist picture, 

because i t g ives us j u s t two c lasses i n 

2~S___ c o n f l i c t , a c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s and a / 1 abour 

c l a s s . Bu t I t h i n k t h a t e v e r y M a r x i s t 

t h e o r i s t i s g o i n g t o agree t h a t t h i s 

p i c t u r e has changed q u i t e a l o t s i n c e t h e 

. t i m e t h a t Marx w r o t e , because f o r 

i n s t a n c e because o f t h e d i v o r c e o f c o n t r o l 

o f b u s i n e s s f rom o w n e r s h i p o f b u s i n e s s , 
( a n d c f t e c h n o c r a t s who d o n ^ t q u i t e b e l o n g ) 

MCU BERNARD /The i m p o r t a n c e o f m a n a g e r i a l c l a s s e s , / / 
t o t h e s e c l a s s e s and so o n . 

Would y o u agree t h a t c e r t a i n l y 

a t any r a t e t h e s t o r y w o u l d have t o be 

m o d i f i e d q u i t e a l o t . 

STUART J A L L 

MCU STUART /Oh t h e s t o r y wou ld c e r t a i n l y have t o be 
S / I I d e n t 

m o d i f i e d t o t a k e a c c o u n t o f modern 

c o n d i t i o n s , i t ' s p r o b a b l y even had t o be 

m o d i f i e d a t a t i m e when Marx w r o t e , b u t 

c e r t a i n l y f o r modern c o n d i t i o n s we have 

t o he changed. One w o u l d have t o a d m i t 

a l l t h o s e c o m p l e x i t i e s y o u ' r e t a l k i n g 

a b o u t . 
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STUART HALL (CONTD.) 

D i f f e r e n c e s i n c l a s s s t r u c t u r e , n o t j u s t 

a two c l a s s m o d e l , t h e f a c t t h a t 

c o n c e s s i o n s had been won t h r o u g h t h e S t a t e 

by t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a g a i n s t c a p i t a l . 

W e l f a r e p r o v i s i o n s f o r i n s t a n c e . The 

f a c t t h a t t h e S t a t e does i t s e l f i n t e r v e n e 

i n o r d e r t o secure c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h 

d o n ' t o n l y pay o f f t h e c a p i t a l i s t . A l l 

t hose t h i n g s a re d i f f e r e n t . 

1 suppose t h e q u e s t i o n i $ t h e n , g r a n t e d 

t h a t t h e model i s s i m p l i f i e d , does i t 

n e v e r t h e l e s s g e t u s t o a s o r t o f e s s e n t i a l 

t r u t h abou t t h e m o d e l . 

MCU BERKARD BERNARD - Yes . 

STUART HALL 

And t h a t I suppose w o u l d be l o c a t i n g 

some th i ng a b s o l u t e l y s o r t o f c e n t r a l , and 

I-IGU STUART f u n d a m e n t a l abou t t h a t / c a p i t a l i s t - l a b o u r 

r e l a t i o n , and s a y i n g t h a t a t l e a s t i s 

some th ing w h i c h no c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e , I 

meaia i t ' s a s o r t o f f i r s t and l a s t . t 

r e q u i r e m e n t o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e t o 

a t t e n d t o t h a t , i n t h e sense t h a t i s , 

t h a t ' s t h e p r o b l e m w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e s t h e 
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2~S 

l i m i t s o f t h e f i e l d o f o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 

S t a t e , Whatever e l s e i t ' s d o i n g , i t 

must ensu re t h e c o n t i n u i t y o f c a p i t a l i s t 

i n t e r e s t s , and i f n e c e s s a r y i t must 

secure t h i n g s so t h a t t h e y p r e v a i l o v e r 

anybody e l s e s / i n t e r e s t . I suppose t h a t ' s 

w h a t ' s c e n t r a l t o t h e M a r x i s t m o d e l . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS 

MCU BERNARD 

MCU STUART 

/One o f t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h e M a r x i s t , t h e 

M a r x i s t p i c t u r e i s ' n t i t , i s t h a t t h e r e ' s 

an i m p o r t a n t c o n n e c t i o n between one o f 

t h e c o n f l i c t i n g e l e m e n t s i n s o c i e t y , 

and t h o s e who c o n t r o l t h e s t a t e » The 

S t a t e i s n o t an i m p a r t i a l a r b i t e r be tween 

a l l t h e c o n f l i c t s i n s o c i e t i e s , pe rhaps 

t h e P l u r . a l i s t mode 1 sugge s t s . I t 

s u g g e s t e d somehow J u s t i m p e r s o n a l l y t h e r e 

t o s o r t p u t t h e c o n f l i c t s i n s o c i e t y . 

( I n t h e M a r x i s t p i c t u r e t h e r e i s a 

d o m i n a t i n g c l a s s i n some sense , o r 

d o m i n a t i n g s e t o f p e o p l e who a re p e c u l i a r l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e S t a t e . And I t a k e 

i t t h a t ' s t h e d i s t i n c t i v e , one d i s t i n c t i v e 

f e a t u r e o f i t ) . / 
■ ■ ! ■ ■ ■ — — I m i n i / 
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X t h i n k t ha t * s the d i s t i n c t i o n between the 

P l u r a l i s t and the M a r x i s t one. I 

t h i n k i n the sense, i n t h i s sense, the 

P l u r a l i s t model has two d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

f a c t o r s . One i s t h a t the s ta te i t s e l f 

d o e s ' n t seem t o have an i n t e r e s t in what 

i t s ou tpu ts a r e . I mean i t wants t o 

manage them e f f e c t i v e l y and so on, hu t 

i t does r n t have any committment t o as i t 

were, who should w in ou t o f & p a r t i c u l a r 

set o f ba rga in ing ope ra t i ons . And i t 

d o e s ' n t see s o c i e t y as s t r u c t u r e d so t h a t 

one group or c lass has a k i n d o f c o n t i n u i t y 

permanent b u i l t - i n major dominant 

i n t e r e s t . The i n t e r e s t s s h i f t . 

The M a r x i s t model on the o ther hand 

obv ious l y has the n o t i o n t h a t the State 

has an i n t e r e s t t h a t c a p i t a l i s t outcomes 

w i l l bn the whole p r e v a i l , and t a l k s about 

s o c i e t y as i f i t 1 s more c lass s t r u c t u r e d . 

However, w i t h i n t h a t I t h i n k we 've , we've 

seen a l o t o f developments i n the way i n 

which Marx i s t s t a l k about the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between the State and the c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a s s . 

- 8 -
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There was * t i m e when I t h i n k p e o p l e 

i m a g i n e d t h a t t h e S t a t e was s i m p l y a s o r t 

o f p o l i t i c a l commi t tee o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a s s , j u s t d o i n g i t s b i d d i n g , and i t ' s 

p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t h a t t h i s i s t o o s i m p l e 

a r e l a t i o n , and i f t h e r e ' s a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

be tween t h e c a p i t a l i s t S t a t e and t h e 

c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s , o r t h e i n t e r e s t s o f r---. 

c a p i t a l , i t has t o be i n a more l o n g t e r m , 

I w o u l d say s t r u c t u r a l . . . . c o n c e i v e d i n a 

more s t r u c t u r a l way, n o t i n a s o r t o f 

c o n s p i r a t o r i a l way o f c a p i t a l i s t , r i n g i n g 

up t h e C a b i n e t and t e l l i n g them what t o 

MCU BERNARD d e c i d e . / 

STUART HALL 

MCU STUART And one h a s / t o acknowledge t h a t t h e r e a r e 

d i f f e r e n c e s between d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s o f 

t h e c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e . I mean t h e 

i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l m i g h t , have a d i f f e r e n t 

i n t e r e s t i n r e s p e c t t o i n t e r e s t r a t e s 

t h a n f i n a n c i a l c a p i t a l , i n v e s t o r c a p i t a l 

wan ts them low^ and f i n a n c i a l c a p i t a l 

wan ts them h i g h . And I t h i n k one o f t h e 

i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g s t h a t ' s happened i n 

t h e d i s c u s s i o n , M a r x i s t d i s c u s s i o n abou t 

t h e S t a t e , i s t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t t h e 

S t a t e may p l a y a r o l e n o t j u s t i n h a n d l i n g 

t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n be tween c a p i t a l and 

l a b o u r , b u t even as i t w e r e , h e l p i n g t o 

- 9 -
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STUART HALL (CONTO.) 

C o n s o l i d a t e and u n i f y d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n 

t h e c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s , o r w i t h i n t h e r u l i n g 

c l a s s e s . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

B u t o f c o u r s e , t h a t b e g i n s t o sound a 

2-S o / s STUART l i t t l e more/ now l i k e s t r u c t u r a l l y l i k e 

t h e P l u r a l i s t s t o r y . Because we now have 

a s t a t e w h i c h i s d o i n g more i n t h e way 

o f c o n f l i c t e a s i n g , and c o n f l i c t 

r e s o l u t i o n t h a n was t h e case under t h e 

o r i g i n a l v e r y s t a r k p i c t u r e . 

.STUART _HALL.__ 

MS STUART . . A"es I w o u l d say t h a t t h e two mode ls come 

c l o s e r t o g e t h e r i n t h a t sense . Tha t t h e 

s t a t e o b v i o u s l y does d o , even i f you t a k e 

a M a r x i s t p e r s p e c t i v e , a l o t o f t h a t 

b a l a n c i n g o f f o f d i f f e r e n t i n t e r e s t s , 

and e a s i n g o f n e g o t i a t i o n o f c o n f l i c t as 

t h e P l u r a l i s t d e s c r i b e i t . I suppose t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e i s t h i s , t h a t one wou ld say 

t h a t t h e M a r x i s t w o u l d have t o say s t i l l 

t h a t i n t h e l o n g r u n , i f t h e whole s e r i e s 

o f o u t p u t s added up t o , o r economic 

outcomes o r e f f e c t s w h i c h s e r i o u s l y 

unde rm ined o r d i s r u p t e d t h e b a s i c 

- 1 0 -
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r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f a c a p i t a l i s t economy, 

then the c a p i t a l i s t s ta te would cease t o 

f u n c t i o n , i t wou ld f n t be f u n c t i o n i n g i n 

an e f f e c t i v e way. I n t h a t sense the re 

s t i l l remains i n the M a r x i s t sense some 

s t r u c t u r a l system i n t e r e s t which the 

c a p i t a l i s t s ta te has , i n secur ing 

2-3 c a p i t a l i s t r e l a t i o n s . / 
II n.iiip— > Him —■.■■■■iMri i»in ■ I I I - H I I I . I . I . . I I I . . ' I n ■ . . . ■ I . I . . „ » . I I «, I I i " / 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

MS BERNARD A t h i n k t h a t one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t 

p e o p l e w o u l d n a t u r a l l y a s s o c i a t e w i t h t h e 

two m o d e l s , was t h a t t h e P l u r a l i s t model 

was i n some sense more i n d i v i d u a l i s t 

t h a n t h e M a r x i s t m o d e l . T h a t t h e M a r x i s t 

model i s v e r y p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned w i t h 

s t r u c t u r a l f o r c e s i n s o c i e t y , t h e i d e a 

t h a t a g r e a t d e a l o f what happens i s t o 

be e x p l a i n e d i n t e r m s o f t h e c l a s s 

s t r u c t u r e o f s o c i e t y o r o t h e r s i m i l a r 

f o r m a t i o n s i n s o c i e t y . "Whereas t h e 

P l u r a l i s t p i c t u r e a t l e a s t seems t o a l l o w 

more f o r t h e i d e a t h a t t h e r e c o u l d be a 

l o t o f i n d i v i d u a l a c t o r s who had t h e i r 

own r e a s o n s f o r a c t i n g i n c e r t a i n ways , 

and c o u l d a c t on t h o s e r e a s o n s , o r a g a i n 

g r o u p s o f a c t o r s who are j u s t bound 

t o g e t h e r by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y 
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BERNARD WILLIAMS f CONTD.) 

have some shared i n t e r e s t , which i s f n t 

n e c e s s a r i l y a c lass i n t e r e s t o r any th ing 

o f t h i s k i n d , and t h i s l a t t e r g ives a 

more i n d i v i d u a l i s t p i c t u r e . Do you 

t h i n k t h a t the re i s any th ing i n t h a t 

con t ras t? 

STUART HALL. 

fies, I would have sa id t h a t the P l u r a l i s t 

p i c t u r e i s on the whole a more 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t one. I n t h i s sense t h a t 

i t , i t sees the State f u n c t i o n i n g , I 

t h i n k ve r y much on the c l a s s i c a l model o f 

the market . Tha t ' s t o say i n d i v i d u a l s 

come i n , and they "buy and barga in and 

s e l l f o r a p r i c e , and f i n a l l y they s e t t l e 

and a l l the State does i n a sense i s t o 

s o r t o f ma in ta i n the r u l e s o f f a i r 

b a r g a i n i n g . But then I t h i n k t h a t even 

where P l u r a l i s m has had t o concede t h a t 

o f course one 's d e a l i n g w i t h groups and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s and so on , no t j u s t 

i n d i v i d u a l s . I t ' s i n d i v i d u a l i s t i n t h i s 

sense t h a t i t conceives how they f u n c t i o n 

ve ry much as i n d i v i d u a l s f u n c t i o n . 

- 1 2 -
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' STUART HALL. 

I t c o n c e i v e s o f i n t e r e s t g r o u p s coming i n 

t o an a r e n a and t r y i n g t o g e t some th i ng 

o u t o f i t . And t h e n i n a sense d i s s o l v i n g 

and d i s c o v e r i n g o t h e r i n t e r e s t s , and 

g o i n g o f f somewhere e l s e . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

MS BERNARD ' / Y e s , t h a t ' s a b i t a b s t r a c t i s ' n t i t , o f 

cou rse t h e t r o u b l e i s t h a t b o t h t h e s e 

mode ls a re bound t o be a b i t a b s t r a c t . 

I mean t h e P l u r a l i s t i s p resumab l y g o i n g 

t o p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e r e a re i n d i v i d u a l 

p e o p l e who can t u r n up i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s 

t o t h e s t a t e i n d i f f e r e n t ways , a t d i f f e r e n t 

p o i n t s . I mean a t one p o i n t t h e y may 

be i n t e r e s t e d i n c e r t a i n k i n d s o f i d e a l s , 

as y o u say e n v i r o n m e n t a l i d e a l s . 

A t a n o t h e r p o i n t t h e y may have an i n t e r e s t 

as p e o p l e who have g o t c h i l d r e n t o be 

e d u c a t e d . A t a n o t h e r p o i n t t h e y may 

have an i n t e r e s t as p e o p l e who s t r o n g l y 

b e l i e v e i n t h e p o l i c i e s o f one p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t y r a t h e r t h a n a n o t h e r and so o n . 

And t h e y , I t h i h l f , p e r h a p s i s p a r t o f 

t h e f o r c e o f what y o u ' r e s a y i n g a p p l i e s 

t o t h e P l u r a l i s t p i c t u r e i s t h i s , t h a t 

you s h o u l d 1 n t n e c e s s a r i l y be ab le t o 
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predict toe e-br-ongly wlij rli part icular 

individuals w i l l j o in up with which 

under d i f ferent ones of these umbrellas. 

The model they have i s we a l l know that 

we can be surprised to f ind that one 

MB STUART t. . i . t of t our /friends has some view about 

p o l i t i c a l issue, or something that we 

had'nt expected or . . 

STUART HALL. 

Which i s ' n t consonant. 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

Which i s ' n t consonant. 

STUART HALL. 

What interests that they might have 

expressed In another market I 'd say. 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

IIS BERNARD Now the other p ic ture/ is strongly 

emphasising the idea, i s r n t i t , that 

from some basic social facts about 

somebody you can predict an awful l o t 

about both what he's going to believe, 

and what he's going to stand for , and 

what he's going to want, and what's 

-14-
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HERNAHD WTTXTAMS (CONTD. ) 

go ing t o happen t o h im. 

_STUART_HALLr 

Yes and I t h i n k t h a t would be the way i n 

which the M a r x i s t model, however you / 

modi fy and q u a l i f y i t , would be no t 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i n i t ' s s t a r t i n g p o s i t i o n . 

That i s t o say f i r s t o f a l l i t would want 

t o know what are the systemat ic r e l a t i o n s 

i n which i n d i v i d u a l s stand t o one ano ther , 

and how much can t h a t t e l l you. And 

t hen modern Ma rx i s t s would of course 

i n t roduce the f a c t t h a t t h i s i s p r e d i c t a b l e 

w i t h i n a range bu t n o t a b s o l u t e l y 

p r e d i c t a b l e eaw3i you^re- - cons tan t l y s u r p r i s e d 

t o f i n d cross a l l i a n c e s and so on. 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

Yes. 

STUART HALL. 

But i t would see a more permanent 

cont inuous se t o f i n t e r e s t s , p r i n c i p a l l y 

around c lass but no t on ly t h a t . As 

p r o v i d i n g a k i n d o f backbone s t r u c t u r i n g 

f o r the way i n which the s ta te r e l a t e s 

t o s o c i a l groups, and so on. 

2-3 o /s BERNARD. 

Z / l t o MS STUART 
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2-S %. t h i n k t h i s leads t o a p o i n t which I 

t h i n k we discussed much, some o f i t was 

d iscussed e a r l i e r on i n the:, se r i es 

a c t u a l l y , which i s the ques t i on about 

how under the s t r u c t u r a l i s t s t o r y , the 

s t r u c t u r a l f o r ces are seen as work ing on 

MS BERNARD i n d i v i d u a l s . / Sometimes i f you l i s t e n 
in i ■ n« .■■> mm n ii i . ,„ »ii im^iiM ,m ■ i n — — u r n i ■ ■ i ■ n . .n« f ■* 

t o some Marx i s t s and s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r a l i s t s 

accounts o f s o c i e t y , i t sounds as i f 

t he re were myster ious fo rces a t work 

moving people round on the s t r e e t s , or i n 

v a r i o u s p laces i n s o c i e t y , w i t h o u t as i t 

were go ing th rough t h e i r heads a t a l l . 

That the i n d i v i d u a l s were comple te ly , as 

i t were, merely caught up i n s t r u c t u r a l 

f o r c e . Now t h a t p i c t u r e c a n ' t be r i g h t , 
o u t l i k e 

I mean t h e y d o n ' t goy feomnabu l i s t s , t h e y 

must have i d e a s i n t h e ± r heads w h i c h 

a re mak ing them move, mak ing them a c t . 

STUART HALL* 

MS STUART . . . . . _ / 1 mean t h a t s i m p l e n o t i o n t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s 

a re s i m p l y p r o p e l l e d by s o r t o f a b s t r a c t 

s o c i a l f o r c e s , and t o t a l l y d e t e r m i n e d i n 

what t h e y ' l l do e t c . , w i t h o u t p a s s i n g 

t h r o u g h c o n s c i o u s n e s s and i n t e n t i o n and 

pu rpose e t c . , i s w r o n g . Bu t s t i l l I 

t h i n k t h e r e ' s a b a s i c d i f f e r e n c e i n what 
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STUART H A L ^ i&rv>jwz>*i 

your s t a r t i n g p o i n t i s . Because I t h i n k 

i n some ways the P l u r a l i s t model does 

begin w i t h the r a t i o n a l l y c a l c u l a t i v e 

ideas i n s i d e i n d i v i d u a l s ' heads, and then 

sees a c t i o n as f l o w i n g from t ha t * 

Whereas I t h i n k the s t r u c t u r a l i s t might 

say, w e l l people are i n s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , 

and o f course they have t o e x p l a i n how 

they go t t h e r e , what they are go ing t o do 

now t h e y ' r e i n them, and t h a t i s what , as 

i t were g i ves r i s e t o p a r t i c u l a r forms o f 

consciousness. So I t h i n k the two models 

l o c a t e where consciousness comes i n a t 

a d i f f e r e n t p o i n t . And I ' d have sa id 

the i n d i v i d u a l i s t model tends t o see 

i n d i v i d u a l consciousness as i f i t were 

the p o i n t o f o r i g i n from which exp lana t ions 

as t o a c t i o n f l o w . Whereas the s t r u c t u r a l 

model would l ook a t the r e l a t i o n s i n t o 

which i n d i v i d u a l s are s e t , and then as 

i t were see how they make sense o f i t . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

2-S o /s STUART / W e l l now, the p o i n t i s of course once 

we l o o k a t bo th these models i n g rea te r 

d e t a i l , and w i t h g rea te r r e a l i s m , once 

again they ge t a b i t nearer t o each o ther 

d o n ' t t h e y . 
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BERNARD WTX-I.T&MS ±C0N2D- ) 

Because a s e n s i b l e i n d i v i d u a l i s t , i f we 

can f o r a moment c a l l h im t h a t , somebody 

who w o u l d . s u p p o r t t h e s o r t o f P l u r a l i s t 

model w e ! r e t a l k i n g abou t h e r e , t h e 

s e n s i b l e i n d i v i d u a l i s t i s n o t g o i n g t o 

deny t h a t p e o p l e g e t t h e i r i d e a s f r o m 

e d u c a t i o n , f r om t h e i r p a r e n t s , f rom t h e 

m e d i a , f r om t a l k i n g t o p e o p l e i n t h e pub 

and so o h . I t ! s n o t t h a t e v e r y 

i n d i v i d u a l a c t o r i s made up h i s e n t i r e 

w o r l d p i c t u r e f o r h i m s e l f . And i f 

i n d e e d i f he d i d do t h a t he c o u l d r n t be 

an a c t o r i n s o c i e t y . I n f a c t I t h i n k 

e v e r y b o d y wou ld have t o agree t h a t nobody 

c o u l d be an i n d i v i d u a l a c t o r i n a s o c i e t y , 

u n l e s s i t was t h e case t h a t q u i t e a 

l o t o f what he b e l i e v e d and t h o u g h t came 

f r om t h e s o c i e t y a round h i m , and i n t h e 

way he was e d u c a t e d and so o n . 

So b o t h p a r t i e s w i l l say t h a t what p e o p l e 

do i s due i n a sense t o w h a t ' s i n t h e i r 

heads q u i t e a l o t o f t h e t i m e , and b o t h 

w i l l agree t h a t w h a t ' s i n t h e i r heads 

depends u p o n , y o u know, s o c i e t y , and t h e 

way t h e y ' v e been b r o u g h t u p . Bu t t h e 

s t r u c t u r a l i s t w i l l emphas ise v e r y much 

more t h e degree t o w h i c h t h e s e are 
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c o r r e l a t e d wi.-tK i-bcmo' 3 i k « c l a s s , w i t h 

c lass i n t e r e s t , w i t h the way - the way 

i n which som. . . the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s i n 

which somebody has been brought up, 

WART HALL. 

MS SOTARQ? y e s * / 1 d o n t t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s so much 

t o my m ind t h e ma in d i f f e r e n c e . The 

ma in d i f f e r e n c e f o r me i n t h e 

p o i n t o f o r i g i n , t h e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e . 

You see I t h i n k no m a t t e r how f a r t h e 

P l u r a l i s t goes i n q u a l i f y i n g t h e s o r t o f 

s o c i a l c o n t e x t i n w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s a re 

fo rmed and t h i n k and a c t . N e v e r t h e l e s s 

t h e y do u l t i m a t e l y t h i n k t h a t t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l p r o v i d e s a s o r t o f b a s i c c e l l f o r m 

f r om w h i c h a l l o t h e r s o c i a l e x p l a n a t i o n s 

can be d e r i v e d . I n a sense t h e i r 

e x p l a n a t i o n s o f s o c i e t y a re r a t h e r l i k e 

t h e s o r t o f Adam and Eve s t o r y . N o t h i n g 

e x i s t s , t h e n you p u t as i t were ( a ) and 

( b ) t o g e t h e r , and f r om t h a t you can 

e x t r a p o l a t e how s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s d e v e l o p . 

Now I t h i n k what t h e s t r u c t u r a l i s t says 

i s you c a n ' t s t a r t t h e r e , because most 

s o c i e t i e s have g o t p a s t t h e ( a ) and ( b ) 

s t a g e . 

- 1 9 -



-20-

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

Of course yes* 

STUART HALL. 

(C) comes into a society in which (a) and 

. (b), mother- and father say, are already 

not individuals, but i n the mother/ 

father re la t ion. 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

Yes of course. 

STUART. HALL. 

Ang a good deal of what (c) w i l l become 

is given by those relat ions. Long before 

(c) has any ideas to develop at a l l . 

So I think i t ' s i n that start ing point 

that structuralism ins is ts on start ing 

S somewhere else? yand as I t were producing 

or the explanation of how individuals are, 

at a la ter stage. I t ' s the end of the 

st ructura l is t explanation. Yes, that 's 

how as i t were social forces produce 

Individuals who act l i ke that. Whereas 

I think Plural is ts say that 's what 

individuals are, and in a social context 

they w i l l act l i ke that. 

-20-
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EERNARD WILLIAMS. 

W e l l t h e r e i s one i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e 

MS BERNARD^ J c e _* , ' t e : L n l v ' w h i c h may y t ie lp t o i l l u m i n a t e 

t h a t d i f f e r e n c e y o u r e f e r t o , w h i c h i s 

t h a t s t r u c t u r a l i s t s want t o make some use 

o f t h e i d e a t h a t t h e a g e n t s o f t e n d o n ' t 

know what t h e y a re d o i n g . They have an 

e x p l a n a t i o n o f i t , so t h a t e x p l a n a t i o n 

i t a c t u a l l y masks o r s t a n d s i n f o r some 

deeper s t r u c t u r a l e x p l a n a t i o n o f what 

t h e y ' r e d o i n g , w h i c h i s ! n t pe rhaps 

a v a i l a b l e t o them. And o f course one 

e x a m p l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y abou t t h e f u n c t i o n 

o f t h e s t a t e i s t h i s , some M a r x i s t 

c r i t i c s w i l l s a y , t h a t v a r i o u s b o u r g e o i s 

agen t s i n s o c i e t y , who t h i n k q u i t e s i n c e r e l y 

t h a t t h e y a re a c t i n g i n t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t , 

f o r t h e n a t i o n a l good o r i m p a r t i a l l y , a r e 

i n f a c t a c t i n g i n a c l a s s i n t e r e s t and 

t o t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e o f l a b o u r . And 

t h a t i n a way the o b j e c t i v e meaning o f 

what t h e y a re d o i n g i s some th i ng more 

c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 

c l a s s , t h a n i t c e r t a i n l y seems t o t h e 

a c t o r s t h e m s e l v e s . They a re n o t j u s t 

l y i n g t h e y have s i n c e r e v i e w s a b o u t t h i s 

w h i c h a re however v e r y p a r t i a l , i s t h a t 

n o t t h e case? 
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2-S o /s BERNARD STUART HALL: 

Z / I TO MS STUART f , Yesiff/aYou see I think because 

Pluralists take as a central starting 

point individuals and how they express 

their motivations and so on, they think 

that thought, social thought a\,out 

society etc., must be more transparent 

to what society is really l ike, i t gives 

you a pretty accurate picture of 

what society is l ike, because after 

a l l people have to calculate how 

they're going to act on the basis of 

i t . 

Whereas I think structuralists would 

say you can have a perfectly good 

and logical explanation of why i t is 

you're acting. Nevertheless, you... 

i t may be impossible for you to see 

the constraints which have pushed you 

in that direction, or inhibited you 

from taking i t etc., and that I 

think is a very important difference. 
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BERNARD: 
MS BERNARD __J ^ faot l 8 ^ t h e r e i s a 

d i f f i c u l t y a t t h e end o f t h e l i n e i n 

keeping t h e more moderate and sens ib l e 

ve rs i ons o f these two models t h a t 

we ' r e d e a l i n g w i t h , f rom I w o n ' t 

say, t o t a l l y con ing t o g e t h e r , b u t 

g e t t i n g a c t u a l l y much c l o s e r t o 

2-S e a c-k o the r t han /m igh t have been 

o r i g i n a l l y t hough t . 

STUART HALL; 

MS STUART Yes. I mean I t h i n k those * /as i t 

were convergences between t h e two 

models, each g i v i n g up i t s own 

s i m p l i f i c a t i o n s , and ta lc ing on more 

t h e burden o f comp lex i t i es o f t h e 

r e a l s o c i a l w o r l d , has brought i t 

i n touch w i t h one another , and I 

t h i n k c h a t ' s ve r y good. 
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STUART HALL (CONTD.) 

I t h i n k i t ' s good even from a s t r i c t l y 

s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c p o i n t o f v iew i n the 

sense t h a t t h e r e ' s no p o i n t i n t e s t i n g 

Marxism by as i t were M a r x i s t f a c t s . 

I t ' s the good t h i n g t o pu t Marxism up 

aga ins t the P l u r a l i s t model , and t o say 

w e l l d o n ' t , d o n ' t these r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 

o f i n t e r e s t s go on, a l l the t ime around 

you. So you have t o t e s t the argument 

aga ins t as i t were the s t ronges t argument 

from the o ther s i de . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

MS BERNARD j & o t h e t e s t i n g goes i n t h e - o t h e r 

d i r e c t i o n as w e l l . Because t h e P l u r a l i s t 

s h o u l d a l s o f ace t h e u n d o u b t e d l y v a l u a b l e 

s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c c o n c e p t s ( cough) excuse 

me, w h i c h have been g i v e n t o us by t h e s e . . . 

STUART HALL. 

1-53 STUART Yes jL t h i n k i n t h a t sense P l u r a l i s m has 

made, had t o make up a l o t o f g r o u n d , i t ' s 

come away f rom i t s h i g h l y r a t i o n a l i s t i c 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c way o f p e r c e i v i n g t h i n g s . 

I t ' s moved t o w a r d s r e c o g n i t i o n o f e l i t e s 

and so o n . 
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STUART HALL (CONTD.) 

I t ' s much more s e n s i t i v e t o t h e d i m e n s i o n 

o f power , t h a n P l u r a l i s m used t o b e . And 

t h o s e c o n c e s s i o n s have been made and 

conve rgences have been a r r i v e d a t , I 

suppose a t t h e end o f t h e day t h e q u e s t i o n 

i s w h e t h e r t h e r e i s so much c o n v e r g e n c e , 

t h a t t h e d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s o f t h e 

p e r s p e c t i v e s we s t a r t e d w i t h have been 

e n t i r e l y l o s t . 

BERNARD WILLIAMS. 

MS BER1JARD / S t u a r t H a l l t h a n k you v e r y much i n d e e d . 

One t h i n g we r ve seen i n t h i s d i s c u s s i o n 

i s t h a t i f you m o d i f y t h e s e two mode ls 

o f S t a t e and s o c i e t y , t o d e a l w i t h modern 

2 / 1 t o MCU c o n d i t i o n s , i t ' s s u r p r i s i n g how y61ose t h e y 

can g e t t o each o t h e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

t h a t m u s t ' n t make us f o r g e t t h a t t h e r e 

a re s t i l l some p r e t t y f u n d a m e n t a l d i f f e r e n c e s 

between t h e s e two m o d e l s . 

One, and t h i s i s a p » i n t t h a t S t u a r t 

emphas i sed , i s t h a t on t h e M a r x i s t model 

t h e s t a t e has c e r t a i n d e f i n i t e and 

c o n t i n u i n g i n t e r e s t s , whereas on t h e 
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P l u r a l i s t model, the pe rspec t i ve i s 

r a t h e r more t h a t o f a State 'which h a s ' n t 

go t any i n t e r e s t s o f i t s own, bu t i s 

open t o d e a l i n g w i t h any i n t e r e s t s t h a t 

may be presented t o i t . 

And the re i s another d i f f e r e n c e - On the 

P l u r a l i s t v iew, i f the c a p i t a l i s t s ta te 

c o l l a p s e s , and i s overcome by v i o l e n c e , 

then t h a t i s the product o f i t s f a i l u r e 

t o dea l w i t h c e r t a i n i n p u t s , ceartain 

t e n s i o n s , c e r t a i n demands made on i t , 

which i t might have been able t o dea l 

w i t h , bu t f o r one reason or another f a i l e d . 

And on the M a r x i s t pe rspec t i ve however, 

the co l l apse o f the c a p i t a l i s t s ta te 

would be, I t h i n k i f the Marx i s t 

pe rspec t i ve would say, w i l l be, the 

p roduc t o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s which are 

i n h e r e n t i n i t , and which w i l l be mentioned 

i n any proper d e s c r i p t i o n o f i t as a 

c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e . 

Wel l the d i scuss ion o f those issues o f 

course are abso lu te l y c e n t r a l t o any 

d i s c u s s i o n o f the r e l a t i o n o f the State 

t o s o c i a l cohesion and how s o c i e t i e s h o l d 

t o g e t h e r . 
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We l l an impor tan t f e a t u r e o f a l l t h i s 

d i scuss ion has been t h a t i t has a l l been 

done i n terms o f s o c i o l o g i c a l concepts. 

Concepts such as c l a s s , and i deo logy . 

I n the next and l a s t T.V. programme o f 

the Course, I 'm go ing t o be d i scuss ing 

some o the r k inds o f exp lana t i on which 

have been o f f e r e d o f s o c i a l s t a b i l i t y . 

2-S S / I CREDITS 

MUSIC. 30il 
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