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OPEN KffiUM 45 

WYNNE The Royal Standard f l y i n g from the f lagpo le outside Walton H a l l , the 
BPJNDLE: 

cavalcade of cars, the unprecedented crowds, the hundreds o f f l a g -

waving ch i ld ren and the summer weather a l l combine t o make the Royal 

V i s i t on the 27th June the highpoint of the tenth anniversary year. 

Forecourt i n f r o n t of the h a l l was hard ly b ig enough f o r the Jubi lee 

Rol ls to swing round. 

The Queen and the Duke o f Edinburgh were received by Major J.D. Young 

l o r d l ieutenant of Buckinghamshire who then presented the v ice Chancellor 

Lord Per*y o f Walton and Lady Perry. 

The Royal couple then went ins ide Walton Hall where the Lord Lieutenant 

presented l o c a l d ign i ta r i es and the v ice Gliancellor presented some o f 

h i s key .staff . 

Afterwards i n the porch a- b r i e f encounter w i th Barones3 Lee, Jenny Lee, 

whose associat ion w i th the O.U. goes back more than ten years t o 1965* 

when she was asked t o set up the Univers i ty by the thon Prime Min is ter , 

Harold ta i son . 

The Royal v i s i t o r s then began t h e i r one hour tour o f selected par ts of 

the campus, which was decked out f o r the occasslon as never before. 

The Queen escorted hy the v ice Channellor and Lady Perry formed the 

f i r s t par ty , and i n the second group the Duke of Edinburgh was 

escorted by the Univers i ty secretary Anasstassius Christodoulou. A 

feature of the Hoya? v i s i t was i t s i n f o rma l i t y w i t h the Queen and 

Prince Ph i l i p each ntopping t o chat w i t h people l i n i n g the rou te . 

The f i r s t sect ion o f the tou r was i n the spec ia l ly erected marquee 

beside Walton H a l l , t h i s housed exh ib i t s by f a c u l t i e s and departments 

research groups and the B.B.G. The f i r s t th ing the Queen looked at 

was the O.U. Consultancy Service stand showing how distance teaching 

methods pioneered by the O.U. are made avai lable t o new i n s t i t u t i o n s 

a l l over the wor ld . 
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The vie© Chancellor then introduced Bruce McDowell manager o f the 

Un ivers i t ies data processing u n i t , and then ind ica ted the students 

progress d isp lay . This enabled him to explain the O.U. Study system 

encapsulated i n t h i s s n a i l char t . The s t ra igh t path shows the admissions 

procedures, whi le the c i r c u i t path i l l u s t r a t e s the annual repeating 

cycle of study, assessment and examination. 

Next Lord Perry introduced John Greenall Di rector o f Informat ion Services, 

who was maiining the specia l stand o r i g i n a l l y designed f o r t h i s years 

Idea l Homes Exhibi t ion,, On the stand the Queen spoke to Sy lv ia Dyllan 

a science and technology undergraduate w i th a d i s t i n c t i o n i n T100. 

The S101 Home Experiment k i t was one of t h ^ tn ings she showed her Majesty. 

This reap Ind icat ing the O.U's t h i r t e e n adminis t rat ive regions w i t h t h e i r 

reg ional o f f i cos and 3tudy centres, some o f which can record and replay 

t e l ev i s i on programmes, was one o f the th ings shown to Prince P h i l i p by 

Bobert Beavers, d i rec to r uf regional t u t o r i a l serv ices. The display 

also showed the scatter of student numbers, par t - t ime s ta f f and f u l l -

t ime s t a f f , Mr. Beavers emphasised the key r o l e o f study centres i n 

students H i res . Meanwhile the Queen's par ty had reached the energy 

research group's exh ib i t . Prince P h i l i p discussed educational technology 

w i t h David Hawkridge d i rec to r c f the i ns t i t u te - and found some o f the 

jargon laughably obscure. 

"How I know-where i t comes f rom". 

'"No 

"Oh so t r y . doing i t on these two " , 

The Queen's Pqrty then moved on to trie f a c u l t y o f Educational Studies 

stand, l o rd Perry presented the Dean John Rayner. 

And then the sub Dean John Chapman who explained some of h i s work 

on ch i l d ren ' s reading development and the way i n which mater ia l i s 

designed to teach the teachers i n t h i s f i e l d -



At the BBC Open Univers i ty Productions stand the v ice Chancellor 

presented Donald Gratton con t ro l l e r o f Educational Broadcasting, Nancy 

Thomas the BBC's O.U. Information o f f i c e r and Dr. Jim Stevenson 

assistant head o f the O.U. production centred Bon Gratton ou t l ined 

the BEC's r o l e and i t s partnership w i t h the O.U. and the way i n which 

i t provides a l l the t e l e v i s i o n and radio programmes fo^ the courses, 

and programmes about the Univers i ty l i k e t h i s one. 

He then explained tha t many broadcasts f o r students were In the ear ly 

morning because the Un ive rs i t y ' s increasing need f o r a i r t ime , he 

mentioned t h a t a most reassuring t rend was the world-wide sales o f the 

O.t f . 's teaching programmes. 

The crowds wfeich were estimatsd to number almost s i x thous'BK? were not 

disappointed snd had a good view of the Royal eouple. 

The long walk from the marquee down to the newest bu i ld ing on the s i t e 

l i nked the B.B C. 's O.TI. Production Exh ib i t ion Stand w i th t h i s new 

production cent re , being b u i l t on the campus. Lord Perry guided the 

Queen in to the lobby of the production centre which i e not j e t f in ished 

and introduced Bob Rowland head of the O.U. Production Centre, and 

John Ware, the arch i tec t o f th*? building,who eiqplained the l ay -ov t 

o f the bu i ld ing wi th . the a id of a model. 

BOB "We are j u s t under here, and t h i s bu i l d i ng we've been • , 
"- ROWLAND: 

f o r two years a l together , t h i s i s t h e . . . . . . t e l ev i s i on studios 

sound studios f o r sound recording programmes w i th a l l the techn ica l 

f a c i l i t i e s f o r tape recording and so on. Scenery const ruct ion, and 

outside broadcast here on l oca t i on , recording, and these are j u s t 

photographs o f const ruc t ion. And *0.1 t h i s takes place at Alexandria 

Palace now. 

Now. 

Yes, and then we're moving here i n 1981. 

This i s the studio area, and t h i s i s the o f f i c e arua. 
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But where i s a l l t h i s "being done now? 

Alexandra Palace, 

They're.. moving out of there are you? 

We're moving out of there i n about two years t ime , so a l l the s t a f f . . . . 

WYNNE When completed the new production centre w i l l have the capacity f o r 
BRTNBLB: 

making subs tan t ia l l y more t e l ev i s i on and radio programmes f o r the 

Open Univers i ty than the present centre a t .Alexandra Palace, There 

w i l l be increased studio space and i t w i l l be a l together more s e l f -

contained. 

The Queen was unable to lock around the bu i ld ing as i t i s s t i l l under 

const ruct ion. 

The return walk through the r»ro;id to the opeiatxons bu i ld ing took the 

Queen past a disabled t h i r d year student i n a wheelchair, Chr is t ine 

Lane, whose h, quadrupl igic and b l i n d from b i r ^ h . Incredib ly she 

achieved a d i s t i n c t i o n ' i n Maths foundation course KLOO and has also 

passed D101, 

The lsrge w e l l - l i t design studio occupies v i r t u a l l y tne whole o f the 

f i r s t f l o o r of the operations b u i l d i n g . Here most of the Un ivers i t ies 

p r i n ted course mater ia ls arc planned and prepared through lengthy 

discussions between academics, publ ish ing ed i tors and graphic 

designers, or members of the course teams, the O.TJ's unique cont r ibu t ion 

t o Univers i ty course making. The d i r ec to r o f operat ions, J?eter G i r l i n g , 

conducted the Quoen to a small d isp lay of corredpondence mater ia l l a i d 

out i n the centre of the s tud io , t h i s showed a range of work by the 

var ious special ised a r t i s t s , techn ica l i l l u s t r a t o r s , cartographers, 

and graphic designers* The un i ve rs i t y produces the ma jo r i t y o f i t s 

• p r i n ted course mater ia ls but r e l i e s on outside contractors f o r 

p r i n t i n g . 
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The director .of ,Qperaiions in fact coordinates a l l the relevant 

departments, publishing, design, media development and the wareh<*feiln| 

and distribution of a l l course materials. 

Final ly, Her Majesty had a word with Jonathan Davis one of t&^&sjfcsfk « r '^ | 

so coordinating graphic designers who explained that he was lsyifl^ <WV 

photographs for a course un i t . 

Downstairs the tour took the royal v i s i tore into student vamailMhpQfE't*,s> i 

the vice Chancellor introduced. Douglas, Jordan, head of this- ,*e«ilQ» v 
. - , ' . . . ■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ * < * \ 

of the registry. He then explained to the Queen tha& studenlWBWWfi'd* 

were kept both on computer f i l e s which may-be viewed on electronic display 

monitors and on microfilm. / ' . ' . . ' ■ 

He showed the Queen-a persp^ . 

and then indicated the row of display endts linked to the Uriiv^radty*^'v \4 

matin computer. 

At th is point the Duke of Edinburgh's party arrived. Douglas Jordan 

introduced Blossom Marshal one of the operators *ho was due t» rwW*» ' y-~ 

the next day; 

The Queen commented on the student rscords being d isp layed. 

This was the scheme f o r servicemen and t h t i r f am i l i es i n Hcrthera Owmw? 

operat ing a t three B r i t i s h bases. 

"These pre the s&rvicemenn. 

i- ~* *\ (off mic conversatxon with lord Perry) 

Her Majesty then looked at a map showing those of her prisons-twenlgf-fXlAji :|*j 

i n a l l which operate the special home off ice scheue oral 

study O.tT. courses. Both par+iee then walked through into Htm m^9&M£tr 

off ice where the admissions of f leer*; Brian Salter, was introduced, and 

the vice Chancellor then explained how places are allocated based on 

regional quotas, sex snd occupation, according to the f i r s t tfgfttf* ftyt& <" 

served pr inciple. 
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This i s the o f f i c e where tens of thousands of app l ica t ion forms fromJ 

prospective students pour i n during enrolment pe r iod . The women sort 

mid check appl i ca t ions f o r accuracy, and they are then fed. i n t o the 

computer, And i t ! s also froml here t h a t l e t t e r s o f f e r i ng places to 

successful appl icants are sent. 

( o f f mic chat v i t h l o rd Perry and the Queen) 

The l a s t stage of the conducted tour l ed the Queen out of the operations 

bu i l d i ng along the covered walkway besides the new 'K* block and past 

* splendid new mural by J , Muir, and then on i n t o a small foyer 

o f the ^enables b u i l d i n g . The f i r s t d isp lay shown t o the Queen was 

a b io logy p ro jec t explained by J3nny Simons. 

( o f f mic chat between the Queen and Jenuy Simons) 

Then Chris Pinches o f Technology explains oyclops. 

( o f f mic chat between the Queen end l o r d Perry) 

The Royal v i s i t t o Walton .Hall ended w i t h a formal ltncheon i n the 

Queen's honour attended by one hundred and s i x t y guests, i n add i t ion 

t o members o f the student body and key Univers i ty s t a f f , there were 

representat ives of M i l ton Keynes aad other l o c a l au thor i t i es i n the 

area and the B.B.C. The luncheon ended w i th a b r i e f speech from the 

v i ce Chancellor, to which the Qu3en r e p l i e d . 

The speeches appropr iate ly summed, up xhe s igni f icance of the occas ion 

f o r a l l those present and f o r a l l those l i s t e n i n g to the re lay across 

the cainpus. 

MASTER OF May I t please your Majesty Tord Perry o f Walton, v ice Chancellor o f 
CEREMONY: 

the Univers i ty w i l l give an address o f welcome t o her Majesty. 

LORD Tour majesty, your Royal Highness my lo rds Ladies and gentlemen, i t ' s 
PERRY: 

a p r i v i ledge and a very great pleasure f o r me to . welcome your Majesty 

and your Royal Highness tr» the Open Un ivers i t y . This i s a momentous 

occasion f o r a l l the members of the Un ivers i ty , S ta f f , students and 

graduates a l i k e , Well ve began not l i k e other new Univers i t ies as 
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* the petted c h i l d o f a proud and car ing l o c a l community, we began as 

a new nat ional idea and met h o s t i l i t y , scepticism and r i d i c u l e . A l l 

o f us here s t a f f , students and graduates a l i k e , had to f i g h t f o r 

acceptance f o r academic respec tab i l i t y , f o r recogni t ion as pa r t of the 

established educational prov is ion of t h i s country. We have gradual ly 

come t o rea l i se tha t we're winning t h a t f i g h t , bu t your agreement t o 

v i s i t us here today Tour Majesty, w i l l undoubtedly be seen as a fu r ther 

and most s i gn i f i can t recogn i t ion . The attendance o f s^ many members 

of the Univers i ty and of t h e i r f am i l i es , i s a mark of j u s t hour important 

t h i s occasion i s to them. We \ e r y much hope tha t you have enjoyed 

seeing during your a l l too b r i e f v i s i t , something o f the trey i n which 

the Univers i ty works. We thank you most warmly f o r coming, may I ask 

of your Majesty to do us t h r fu r the r honour of sa/ ing a few words to 

mark both the occasion o f your v i s i t and of our ten th anniversary, 

thank you. 

JI o f C Vice chancellor your $ogral Highness, my Lords, l ad ies and gentlemen 

her majesty w i l l be grac iously pleased to rep ly , 

H P V The ^ " v ^ c e Chancellor, thank you f o r your welcome, we have both teen 
QUSGI I * 

look ing forward to w ^seeing something o f t h i s fasc inat ing ^yperiment 

i n higher education. Perhaps experiment i s no longer the appropriate 

word to use on t h i s your ten th amivs rsary . 3ut the experiment was 

a success i s proved by the f a c t t na t academics and educational 

administrators ccme to t h i s pleasant se t t i ng i n the new town o f Mi l ton 

Keynes, to see wnat i s happening, t o l e a r n , and to pay you the complijment 

o f i m i t a t i o n . The Open Un ivers i ty i s a product o f the communication 

revo lu t ion , or perhaps explosion might be a be t te r expression. "For i t 

deals w i th v^ ry large numbers of students by exp lo i t i ng communications 

i n t*ie sarviue of education.—By making uighur education avai lab ly 

on a vast scsle and p a r t i c u l a r l y to those who have f o r one reason or 

another not avai led themselves o f i t e a r l i e r i n l i f e , tha Open Univers i ty 

has f lung open the doors of learn ing and cu l ture t o a l l who wish to 

enter . 
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Hbtever, as $ & yourself tfr. 'Vice Chancellor have eald, thi*J0r»§£t * 

the easiest tfay a£ obtaining a degree, so my congratulations tfrtfce 

th ir t jM&ree thottsandgraJGiAlates are dcnAUy sincere. The f « $ ' & & & . 

so maty fere gtttfeeeded t&rfrfl&h part - t i«f t flftaidy while I n JNfc'jt&Bft - l 

emplo^i«ii i s ^ f^e«t t r i t t ^ e to the i r d^tftrminfftibn ami &&&&&** ^ 

The sifcrcesst of the f i r s t tttn years i s a awdit ' to a l l the s ta f f #8& 

I'm q-olie confident that the future vtij. b* even' «We suoeesafttU •. 

. - ' . - . >-'■ •■ ■ . " 

* . / < ■ ■ > 

v **** - t'T'*. 

- - ^ k v. 

-"-«r:̂  


