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OPEN FORUM 45

WYNNE The Royal Standard flylng from the flagpole outside Walton Hall, the
BRINDLE: cavalcade of cars, the unprecedented crowds, the hundreds of flag-
waving chlildren and the summer weather all combine to make the Royal
Vis;lt on ths g?th June the highpoint of the tenth anniversery year.
Forecourt in front of the hsll was herdly big enough for the Jubllee
Rolls to swing round.

The Queer. and the Duke of Edinburgh were received by Mzjor J.D. Young
Tovd Iieutenant of ﬁuqkinghamﬁhir‘e; who then pré'sezited the vice Chancellor
Lord Perry of Wa.'l.ton' and Lady Perry.

The Roysl couple then went ingide Walton Hall where the Iord Listtenant
presented local dignitéries and the viece Chancellor presented some of
his key ataff.

Afterwards in the porch a. brief ercounter with Baroness iee, Jenny Iee,
whose assaciation with the 0.U. goes back more than ten years to 1965,
when she was asked to set up the University by the then Prime Minister,
Herold Wilson.

The Royal Visito;-s then began their one hour tour of selested parts of
the campus, which was decked nult for the occassion as never before.

The Queeh escorted hry the vice Channellor and Lady Perry formed the
first party, ond in the second group the Duke of Edinburgh was

escorted by the University secretary Anasstassius Christodoulev., A
feature off the Roya! vislt was its ini‘omality with the Queen and
Prince Philip eaecn ntopping to chat with people 1ining the route.

The first section of the tour was in the specially erected marguee
beside ¥Walton Hall, this housed exhibits by raculties and departments
research groups and the B.B.C. The first thlng the Queen looked at
ﬁaé the 0.0, Congultancy Service stand showing hosjr distenve teaching

methods pioneered by the O,fl. are made avalileble to new institutlons

ell over the world.
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The vice Chancellor then intronduced Bruce McDowell manesger of the
Universities data proceaaing mnit, snd then indicated the students
progréss display. This enabled him to explain the 0.U. Study system
encapsulated in this snail chart. The straight path shows the admissions
procedures, while the circular path illustrates the amnual repeating
cycle of study, assessment and exsmination.

Next Iord Perry introduced John Greenail Director of Informatlon Services,
who was maaning the speciel stand originally designed for this years
Idesl Homes Exhibition., On the stand the Cueen spoke to Sylviy Dyllan

a sclence and technology undergraduate with a distinclion in T100.

The S101 Home Experiment kit was oue of the tnings she showed her Majosty.
This map indicating the 0.U's thirteen administrative reglions with their
regional officss and study centres, scme of which cen record and replay
television programmes, was one of the things shoﬁn to Prince Philip by
Robert PBeavers, director of regional tutorial services. The display
2lso showed the scatter of student. nurbers, pai'l;—time gtaff and full~
time staff, Mr. Beavers emphasiséé :'bh‘e key role of study centres in
students liwes. Meanéhile the Queen'a' party had 'z"eached the energy
reasarch group's exhib;t. Prince Phi"..i‘i: discussed educational technology
with David Hewkridge director of the institute and found some of the

Jjargon lsughably obscure.

"Now I know- whers it 'comes from".‘

"o
"0h go try. doing it un these two ".

Th-e fueen's Party then moved on to tne. faculty of Eduvational Studies

stand, lord Perry presented the Dean Joblu Rayne>.

And then the sub Desn John Chapman who explained some of his work
on children’s reading development snd the way in which material is

designed to teach the teachers in this field.
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At the BBC Open University Productions stond the wvice Chancellor
presented Donald Gration controller of Educational Broadcasting, Nancy
Thomas the BBG's 0.U. Information officer and Dr. Jim Stevenson
Iassistant' head of the 0.U, preduction centre. Don Gratton outlined
the BEG's ro_ie and its partnership with the 0.U. end the way in which
it provides all the television and radlo programmes for the courses,
and programmes sbout the 'miversity like this one.

He then explained that many broadcasts for students were in the early
morning verause the University's increasing need for air tims, he
mentiored that a most reassuring trend was the world-wide sales of the

0.U.'s teaching progrommes.

The crowds which were estimatid to mumber slmost six thousmnd wers not

disappointed =and had a good view of the Royal couple,

The long walk from the marquee down to the newest builcing on the site
linked the B.B C.'s 0.U. Production Exhibiiion Stand with this new
production centre. being built on the campus. ILurd Perry guided the
fueen into the lobby of the production centre which ie not yet finished
and introduced Bob Rowland hasd of the 0.U, Preduction Centre, and
John Ware, the architect of the bullding,vwho explained the lay-ovt

of the building with the aid of = model.

BOB We are just under hers, and this building VEIVE DOGH erenons

* ROWLAND:
for two wvesrs altogether, *iuis 1s the.esssearess television astudios
sound studios for sound recording programmes with all the technical
facilities for tape recording and so on. Scenery corstruction, and
outside broadeast here on locatior, recording, and these are just
photograghs of construction. And a1l this takes place at Alsxandria
Pnlace now.
Now,

Yes, and then we're moving here in 1981,

This is the studio area, snd this is the offlice arua.

ﬁ
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But vhere is all this being done now?
Alexandra Palsce.
They're . moving out of there are you?

We're moving out of there in abont “two years time, so 21l the staff....

Then compieted the new production centre Hill have the capaseity dor
naking substantially more television and radlo programmes for the
Open University than the present centre at llexandra Palace, There
wlill be Inecreased studio space and it will be saltogether more self-
contained. i

The Queen was ursble to lock around the building as if is =till under

construction.

The return walk through the nro:d to the sperations bullding tcook the
Queen past a disabled third year student in a wheelchair, Christine
Lane, whose n quadrupligic and blind from birivh. Incredibly she
achieved 2 distinction ‘in Maths foundation course M100 and has also
passed D101,

The lergs wellelit design stndio occupies virtually the whole of the
first floor of the operations ‘bnildir.g. Here most of the Umiversities
printed course materials arc Qlapned and prepared Shrough lengtay

discusslons hetween academics, publishing editors and graphic

' designers, or merbers of the coursze teams, the (.U's unigue contribution

to University course makirg., The director of ogerations, Pe't;,ér Girling,
conducted the Quzen to » small display of correspondence material laid
out in the cenire of the studio, this showed a range of work by the
various speci=llised artists, teclnical illustrators, cartogranhers,

snd graphlic designers. The university precduces the msjority of its

- printed course materlinls but relies on outside contractors for

printing.
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" rbe a1 director of qpemﬁona i ‘Pact éuorﬂ:lnatbs alt tha relmnt'
-departments, publishing ‘design, medid dmlopmeut and the mmum
" and distribution ‘of 81l course materials. '

'Finany, Her Ma;jesty hed a word with Jomthm Devis one o:t‘ zﬁr

.- photographs for a course unit.

.qf the ragistry. He then explained to' ther Queen thai

" 'main comp‘.rher. _
At thié‘p'o'inti the Duke of Edinburght's party arrivéd; _,'.boughs Jardm

“‘bhef nexb day. _
The Quéen eomant,ed ofi ‘the gtudent racards being d:l.aplayed

_operating. at three British bages. o .
. "These rre: ‘the sen:icemenn o : o .

| study O.U. courses.
Presees ofi‘iee where the gdmissiona officar,: Bﬂgn :Salter, wes intmﬂmid;

so coordinating graphic designers. who explained t.hat he wns hsiﬂa

A Dbﬁhstﬁr's‘thb tduritoohthe Toyal :‘Visim into. student. ped P

the vice C"nancellor mtroducsd Donglas. Jumsn, head of th;uv'

wvere kept. both on computer files wLich mey-he v‘lewpd cn elacbmniﬂ, & -
moniters and on microfilm, R N -
He shmaed *bha Quesria PETSpEX: jar-ketﬂ!ﬁﬂh cant(amad %3&

introdueed Blossom Marshal one of the. GPeratora ‘h" was m “
This was the scheme for serv:!wmen snd’ the.ir fnmilies in ﬂcrhhom ‘-

(orf mic conversat.;on with Lord Perv-y) R
Her Ma;]esty t.hen looked at-a map showing 'bhoae of her- priaont 'M

-rwqq‘»'

' 'thé vice Chancellor then explained how places are a_locafeﬁ'ﬁ&seﬂ o .

- gé¥ved prineiple.

regional quotas, sex and occupation, according to the firsy W M

PR
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This is the office where tens of thousands of application forms from’
prospective students pour in during enrolment peﬁod. The women sort
and check appl ications for accuracy, and they are then_fed. into the
computer. And it's also from. here that letters offéring places to
successful anplicants are sent. '

(off mic chat with Iord Perry and the Queen)

The last stage of the condreted tour led the Queen’ out of the operations
'building along the covered walkwsy besides the new 'K! block and past
= splendic new mural by J. Muir, and then on into a small fojyer

of the vennbles building, The first display shown %o the Queen was
a biology project explained by J2nny Simons.

{off mic chat beiween the Queen and Jeniy Simons} -

Then Chris Pinches of TPechnology exol_ains.cyclops.

(off mic chat between the Gueen end Ioxd Perry)

The Roysl visit to Walton Hall gngé}l with a rqmél luncheon in the
Queen's honour attended bqu;:e hundred a|neE .s:i_.:gty guests, in additiorn
to member-s of ‘the student bqéy and icey.Un;versi ty staff, there were
representatives of Mlton Keynes aid other local suthorities in the
area and the B.B.C. The 'itm'cheon ended with a brief speech from the

vice Chancellor, to which the Quzen replied.

The 'speeches appropristely summed vp the significance of the occas ion
for all those present and for all those listening to the relay across
the canpus.

MASTER OF May it please your Majesty Tord Perry of Walton, vice Chancellor of
CEREMONY:

the University will give an address of welcome to her Majesty.

L.ORD Your majesty, your Royal Highmess my Iords Ladies =2nd gentlemen, it's
A priviledge and a very gre:t pleasure for me to welcome your Majesty
and your Roysl Highwess tr the Gpen University. This iz a momentous
ocession for all the members of the University, Staff, students end

graduates alike, Well we began not ilke other new Universities as
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. the petted child of a proud and caring local community, we began as
a nev national idea and met hostility, sceptisism snd ridicule., All
of us here staff, students and graduates alike;, had to fight for
acceptance for academic respectability, for recognitlion as part of the
established educational provision of this country. We have graduslly
come to reslise that we're winning that fight, but your agreement to
vislt us here todsy Your Majesty, will undoubtedly be seen as a further
and most significsnt recognition. The attendance of sn many members
of the University and of their families, is a mark of just Low mportant
this oceasion is to them. We very rrﬁ.—ch hope that you have enjoyed
seeing during your sll too brief visit, something of the way in which
the University works. We thank you wmost warmly for coming, may I ask
of your imjesty to do us the further honour of sajying a few words to
mark both the ovcasion of your visit and of our tenth ~nriversary,

thank yuu,.

Mof C Vice chancellor your Roysl Highness, my Loirds, ladles and gentlemen

her majesty wiil be graciously pleased to renly.

H.R.E. The Mr. vice Chancellor, thank you for yowr welcome, we have both teen

Queen: looking forward to . .seeing something of thir fascinating w=rreriment

in higher education. Perhaps experiment is no longer the asppropriate
word to use on this your tenth arniversary. D3ut the experiment was

& success is proved by the fact thet academies and educationnl
administrators ccme to this plessant setting in the new town of Milton
Keynes, to ses wnat is hippening, to learn, and to pay you the compliment
of imitation. The Open University is a product of the commnieation
revolution, or perhaps explosion might be a better expression. Tor it

deals with very large numbers of students by exploiting communications

on o vast sesle and partierlardy to those who have for one itesson or

another not availed themselves of it esrlier in life, thz Open University
hus flung open the doors oi‘ leaming and eulture to all who wish to

enter.

“
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