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COUNTDOWN GENERIC TITLES + MUSIC - 15" ' 

Montage sequence o f Course M a t e r i a l be ing packaged and 
d i s t r i b u t e d . 

vTnF-mawr.Tgr.T.nft (LORD PERRY) V / O 

We had t o des ign and produce courses o f s tudy t h a t cou ld 
be under taken a t home i n i s o l a t i o n and I n t h e hours t h a t 
cou ld be spared f rom work and f a m i l y . Courses moreover 
t h a t made i n t e l l e c t u a l demands a t l e a s t as search ing 
as those o f t h e Courses o f any o t h e r U n i v e r s i t y . And 
we cane up w i t h what i s undoubtedly the most d i f f i c u l t 
way o f o b t a i n i n g a degree y e t dev ised by the w i t o f man. 

MICHAEL RICHARDSON g 

Welcome t o Wal ton Ha l lo For t he f i r s t o f our f o u r Countdown 
programmes i n which w e ' r e go ing t o show you your way around 
the Open U n i v e r s i t y , we've come here t o Walton H a l l a t 
t h e h e a r t o f t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y ' s campus and i t s 
Headquarters a t M i l t o n Keynesc I t ' s here t h a t w e ' l l be 
ab le t o meet some o f t he key peop le . The P ro -V ice -Chance l l o r 
f o r Student A f f a i r s , t he P ro -V i ce -Chahce l l o r f o r Academic 
P o l i c y and t h e V i ce -Chance l l o r h i m s e l f . 

H i s o f f i c e i s he re i n Walton H a l l . Th is p a r t o f t h e 
house dates f rom the 1830 's - t h e l a s t p r i v a t e owners 
were the E a r l Fami ly u n t i l i t was taken over by the 
M i l t o n Keynes Development C o r p o r a t i o n . The U n i v e r s i t y 
moved here i n 1969. Now I 'm go ing t o go and ask the V i c e -
Chance l lo r some o f t he ques t ions which w i l l be i n your 
own minds as you beg in t o approach you r U n i v e r s i t y c a r e e r . 
Good morning V i ce -Chance l l o r . 

VICE-CHANCELLOR: 

Good Morning Mike . 

MICHAEL RICHARDSON: 

I ' m go ing t o ask you some o f t he ques t ions t h a t w i l l be 
uppermost i n t he minds o f those s tudents w h o * l l s h o r t l y 
be j o i n i n g us f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e . I t h i n k w h a t ' s i n t h e 
minds o f p robab l y a lmost a l l o f them i s t he ques t i on 
' J u s t what k i n d o f an o r g a n i s a t i o n have I j o i n e d ? 1 

How do you es t imate we s tand now i n t h e educa t i ona l 
w o r l d and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e v iew o f o the r U n i v e r s i t i e s ? 



- 2 -

I t h i n k t h a t ' s an easy one. I t h i n k we've become p a r t 
o f t h e Es tab l i shment . I t h i n k i n the educa t i ona l w o r l d 
I t ' s now recogn ised t h a t t h e s tandard o f t he O.U. 
Degree i s t h e e q u i v a l e n t t o t h a t o f any o t h e r U n i v e r s i t y . 
The con ten t i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t - The n a t u r e o f t h e degree 
i s d i f f e r e n t b u t t h e s tandard i s t h e same. Any th ing e l se 
would have been a d i s a s t e r - I mean t o o f f e r a second-
r a t e degree t o s tudents would be t o do them harm. Why 
should they bo the r g e t t i n g a second r a t e degree and t h a t ' s 
been uppermost i n t he minds o f a l l o f us who've been 
concerned w i t h deve lop ing the U n i v e r s i t y . 

MICHAEL RICHARDSON; 

We heard you say a t t he beg inn ing o f t h i s programme t h a t 
t o acqu i re an Open U n i v e r s i t y Degree was t o g e t a degree 
by t h e ha rdes t way y e t dev ised by the w i t o f man. Now 
how do you square t h a t k i n d o f judgment w i t h our commit
ment as an I n s t i t u t i o n t o be ing g e n e r a l l y open and 
access ib le t o p a r t i c u l a r l y those who h a v e n ' t g o t t he 
f o rma l educa t i ona l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s u s u a l f o r U n i v e r s i t y 
en t ry? 

VICE-CHANCELLORs 

I t ' s d i f f i c u l t t o r e c o n c i l e t he two and y e t b o t h are 
t r u e . I t h i n k we are Open - we d o n ' t have any ent rance 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s - anybody can s t a r t - a t t he same t ime 
i t s a l so t r u e t h a t i t s a ve r y d i f f i c u l t way and a much 
more d i f f i c u l t way o f g e t t i n g a Degree than go ing t o a 
r e g u l a r U n i v e r s i t y . I t h i n k urn many people i n c l u d i n g 
myse l f have r e f e r r e d t o t h e l o n e l i n e s s o f t h e Long 
D is tance Learner and I t h i n k i t s a v e r y r e a l t h i n g . You 
see i f t h e r e ' s a d i f f i c u l t t h i n g t o comprehend and y o u ' r e 
a l l by y o u r s e l f you d o n ' t know whether i t ' s you t h a t ' s 
s t u p i d o r whether i t i s r e a l l y a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t h i n g 
t o comprehend. I f y o u ' r e work ing w i t h a bunch o f o t h e r 
people i n t h e same p o s i t i o n , you g e t an immediate 
feedback. You know i f - they ' re a l l f i n d i n g i t easy o r 
whether i t ' s your f a u l t . I f t h e y ' r e a l l f i n d i n g i t 
d i f f i c u l t t hen t h e r e ' s a r e a l problem o f g e t t i n g down 
t o i t and work ing h a r d a t i t . And t h i s i s absent t o a 
l a r g e e x t e n t when y o u ' r e a l l by y o u r s e l f . So i t ' s a 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t r o u t e . I t a l s o o f course i n v o l v e s a 
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l o n g h a u l - i t takes a l o n g t ime and people do ing i t 
a re i n f u l l employment u s u a l l y and have a j o b t o do 
t o earn t h e i r s a l a r i e s and they have t o f i t t h i s i n 
so i t r e q u i r e s a l o t o f m o t i v a t i o n and de te rm ina t i on 
t o make the grade. 

MICHAEL RICHARDSON: 

As another gene ra t i on o f s tudents en te r t he U n i v e r s i t y 
how would you desc r ibe t o them t h e main features o f t he 
o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t l i e s ahead o f them? 

VICE-CHANCELLOR s 

We l l I meet a l o t o f s tudents e s p e c i a l l y a t Graduat ion 
t i m e . I t h i n k one o f t h e main f e a t u r e s t h a t d o e s n ' t o f t e n 
g e t t a l k e d about i s t he emanc ipat ion , t he f e e l i n g t h a t 
l i f e has opened up i n a new way- You ge t i t e s p e c i a l l y 
w i t h d i s a b l e d s t uden t s , s tudents i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , peop le 
l i k e t h i s who cou ld never envisage g e t t i n g a H igher Educat ion 
u n t i l we came a long and o f f e r e d a d i f f e r e n t method, and 
I t h i n k i t extends t o a l l t h e o the rs ar w e l l i n a sense-
I t h i n k t h a t ' s one t h i n g t o l o o k fo rward t o w i t h j o y -
t h e r e a re t h i n g s t o l o o k fo rward t o w i t h more apprehension 
and t h a t i s i t s a h a r d , a h a r d g r i n d , i t s a l o n g t ime -
i t has - you ' ve g o t t o s t i c k w i t h i t , you ' ve g o t t o be 
de termined. I t h i n k s tudents o f t he Open U n i v e r s i t y have 
shown t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i n a ve r y marked degree and 
i t w i l l come t o be recogn ised as one o f t he - o f t h e 
major f e a t u r e s o f an Open U n i v e r s i t y Degree. So I t h i n k 
when t hey come i n as many o f them are coming i n i n t he 
near f u t u r e , t h e r e a re bo th j oys and problems t o contend 
w i t h and a l l I can say i s , I w i s h them a l l the v e r y b e s t 
o f l u c k , 

MICHAEL RICHARDSON; 

W e l l t h e r e may seem t o be many more immedia te ly impo r t an t 
t h i n g s t o those o f you who are new s tudents t h a n the 
e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y . But t he 0«U. i s s t i l l 
r e l a t i v e l y young and i t ' s un ique . The background t o 
i t s Foundat ion i s woven f rom s t rands wh ich are s t i l l 
ve r y impo r tan t t o educa t ion today . The o r i g i n a l concept 
o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y as conceived by H a r o l d Wi l son was 
o f a U n i v e r s i t y o f the A i r . So r i g h t f rom the s t a r t , 
t he medium o f b roadcas t i ng was cons idered a key component 
i n i t s t e a c h i n g system- The t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o programmes 
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are the only important elements in our Courses which 
are not produced here at Walton Hal l . An educational 
partnership was created with the BBC for this purpose, 
and since 1970 the Production Centre for making our 
programmes has "been at the BBC Studios at Alexandra 
Palace 9 wh ich stands on one o f t h e h i g h e s t p o i n t s o f 
No r th London on Muswel l H i l l and i t s f rom t h e r e t h a t 
B r i a n Groombridge - who was a member o f t he o r i g i n a l 
P lann ing Committee f o r t he U n i v e r s i t y i s go ing t o 
ske tch i n t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y * 

BRIAU GROOMBRIDGE i 

Th is i s r e a l l y r a t h e r an a p p r o p r i a t e p l ace t o t a l k about 
t h e o r i g i n s o f t he Open U n i v e r s i t y because when t h e 
V i c t o r i a n s b u i l t t h i s A lexandra Pa lace , t hey i n t ended 
i t t o be a Centre f o r Popular Educa t ion . And i t was 
the p l a c e f rom which t h e f i r s t t e l e v i s i o n programmes were 
t r a n s m i t t e d i n 1936 so i t symbol ises i n a way t h e whole 
i dea o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e A i r . But i t s v e r y h a r d 
f o r us t o r e c a l l how d i f f i c u l t i t was l e s s than t e n 
years ago f o r an a d u l t , f o r a mature person who 'd l e f t 
schoo l f o r some years a c t u a l l y t o s tudy f o r a degree. 
And even more d i f f i c u l t t o r e a l i s e t h a t t h e f a c i l i t i e s 
t h a t e x i s t e d - t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t e x i s t e d a t t h a t 
t ime were regarded as w h o l l y app rop r i a t e * You cou ld 
e i t h e r t ake a London E x t e r n a l Degreee - and -Shat was 
an ex t remely h a r d r o u t e - you p robab ly had t o s tudy on 
your own by Correspondence o r i f you were i n London you 
cou ld go t o B i rkbeck Co l lege f o r a p a r t - t i m e course 
and l i t e r a l l y a h a n d f u l o f people were a l l owed i n t o t he 
o t h e r U n i v e r s i t i e s t o be mature s tudents* The g r e a t 
t h i n g about t he U n i v e r s i t y o f t he A i r was t h a t t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y came t o you th rough you r t e l e v i s i o n screens, 
t h rough your r a d i o and o f course th rough your l e t t e r 
box * But t e n years ago t h e idea seemed s i l l y o r out rageous, 
b u t when something i s a success, as t h i s obv i ous l y has 
been, t hen t h e r e f s go ing t o be no l a c k o f c la iman ts 
f o r p a t e r n i t y . Urn as when S i r Ha ro ld Wi l son r e t i r e d f rom 
be ing Prime M i n i s t e r he s a i d t h a t t h i s was h i s f i n e s t 
achievement. He f i r s t proposed i t i n an e l e c t i o n e e r i n g 
speech i n Glasgow i n - i n 1963 and here he i s p u t t i n g 
the r e c o r d s t r a i g h t as he sees i t . 
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SIR HAROLD WILSON: 

I consu l ted nobody in B r i t a i n a t a l l - though o f course 
i t i s a f a c t - and t h i s i s a reason f o r t he many c la ims 
- t h a t t h e r e were v a r i o u s schemes ge rm ina t i ng i n v a r i o u s 
p e o p l e ' s minds f o r v a r i o u s forms o f n o n - f u l l - t i m e Higher 
Educa t ion . There Were o f course a l ready a number o f 
■taxings f u n c t i o n i n g - t h e Workers ' Educa t ion Movement e r 
some Loca l A u t h o r i t i e s and many o the r t h i n g s . I was perhaps 
as concerned as any th i ng w i t h the v i s u a l s ide - I was 
perhaps t oo concerned w i t h t h e concept o f t e l e v i s i o n and 
r a d i o . Er I f e l t t he Correspondence s ide w o u l d n ' t be 
a l l t h a t d i f f i c u l t t o work ou t and urn I h a d n ' t g o t as 
f a r as t h i n k i n g about what would happen e r f o r arrangements 
f o r examining o r awarding Degrees. 

BRIAN GROOMBRIDGEs 

V i s i t s t o t h e Soviet- Union and t h e U n i t e d S ta tes where 
h e ' d seen v a r i o u s forms o f d i s t ance teach ing i n a c t i o n 
had he lped t o shape the i dea i n Harc"Vd W i l s o n ' s mind. 
But l i k e a g r e a t many o t h e r i n v e n t i o n s - i n c l u d i n g 
t e l e v i s i o n er o the rs were on t h e same t r a c k . Michae l 
Young f o r i ns tance 9 t h e S o c i o l o g i s t who founded t h e 
Consumers' A s s o c i a t i o n wro te a v e r y impo r t an t a r t i c l e i n 
1962 on the idea and t h e r e was a p i o n e e r i n g e l e c t r i c a l 
engineer Doctor R.C.T .Wi l l iams who was advoca t ing what 
he c a l l e d the Tele V a r s i t y and as f a r - as l o n g ago as 
1926 when t h e BBC f i r s t became a C o r p o r a t i o n somebody 
sen t a memo t o t h e D-G, John R e i t h suggest ing t h a t 
t h e r e shou ld be a w i r e l e s s U n i v e r s i t y w i t h l i s t e n e r s 
l e a r n i n g L a t i n . We have an Open d i v e r s i t y because t h e 
Prime M i n i s t e r o f t he day b e l i e v e d i n i t and because he 
backed an e x c e p t i o n a l l y tough and determined p o l i t i c i a n 
um as M i n i s t e r r espons ib l e - Jenny Lee. They pushed i t 
th rough w i t h o u t too much re fe rence t o t h e Labour P a r t y 
o r the Cabinet o r Par l i ament and i t s wo r th l i s t e n i n g t o 
Ha ro ld Wi l son as he descr ibes t h e f i g h t s t h a t went on 
beh ind the scenes. 
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SIR HAROLD WILSON: 

I had no suppor t whatsoever f rom the M i n i s t r y o f Educat ion 
e r whether depa r tmen ta l l y o r m i n i s t e r i a l l y - o n l y 
o p p o s i t i o n - and f rom the Treasury- And t h a t r e a l l y 
remained t r u e u n t i l Ted Shor t - who h i m s e l f had s t u d i e d 
e x t e r n a l l y e r became the M i n i s t e r i n 1968 h u t by t h a t 
t ime we were over t h e hump and t h e t h i n g was go ing ahead 
except f o r t he e f f o r t s o f t he Chance l lo r every year t o 
cance l i t t o save money. But e r t h e urn t hey se t up a 
Departmental Working Pa r t y which was 3us t about t o produce 
a r e p o r t t o say i t w a s n ' t f e a s i b l e - i t w o u l d n ' t work -
i t w a s n ' t necessary and why have i t anyway - i t would cos t 
too much. And so a t t h a t p o i n t I wound up the Working 
P a r t y (LAUGHTER). 

BRIAN GROOMBRIDGEs 

Meanwhile, Jenny Lee was a l so do ing b a t t l e w i t h a lmost 
t h e whole o f t he Educa t i ona l Es tab l i shment , The U n i v e r s i t i e s 
i n B r i t a i n had a b e t t e r A d u l t Educat ion r e c o r d than most 
b u t they never thought i t necessary t o o f f e r on mature 
people o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o s tudy f o r Degrees. Um so when 
the Open U n i v e r s i t y was proposed i t was d ismissed as a 
P h i l i s t i n e gimmick o r i t was s a i d t h a t i t was n o t a t a l l 
necessary o r i t was s a i d t h a t i f t h e r e was t h a t k i n d o f 
money about i t ought t o be r e - a l l o c a t e d t o the e x i s t i n g 
e x t r a mura l departments so they cou ld do new Courses on 
o l d f o u n d a t i o n s , o r aga in i t was s a i d t h a t i f we were t o 
i n v e s t i n expensive means o f communication t hen they shou ld 
be used n o t t o h e l p a few thousand people g e t degrees 
b u t t o se t up a Co l lege o f t he A i r . Um I f e l t t h a t a t 
t h e t ime and a good many o t h e r people d i d . But I became 
convinced o therw ise a t meet ings o f t he P lann ing Committee 
where one saw t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f Jenny Lee t o d r i v e 
t h i s t h i n g th rough t o make a success o f i t . Th i s i s how 
she reasoned about i t a t a l e c t u r e she gave a t Walton 
H a l l . 

JENNY LEE; 

There was unders tandab ly enormous pressure i n s i d e our 
own Movement o f people who s a i d 'Now, what we ' r e concerned 
about i s t h e boy and g i r l who l e f t school a t f o u r t e e n o r 
f i f t e e n ! and I s a i d ' w e l l y o u ' v e g o t you r l o c a l schools s 

N i g h t Schools - you ' ve go t you r Techn ica l C o l l e g e s . ' I 
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was a b s o l u t e l y convinced t h a t we cou ld never s t reng then 
t h a t p a r t o f t h e educa t i ona l segment work ing f rom below 
up . 

BRIAN GROOMBRIDGE: 

The Robbins Report had s a i d t h a t B r i t a i n had t o urn 
inc rease the number o f U n i v e r s i t y p laces f o r young 
people i f i t was t o h o l d i t s p l ace i n the w o r l d and the 
number o f U n i v e r s i t i e s doub led, b u t t h a t s imp ly en larged 
the number o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r young school l e a v e r s and 
what Jenny Lee wanted t o do was t o s t r i k e a blow f o r 
a d u l t e q u a l i t y by making i t p o s s i b l e f o r a d u l t s a l so t o 
have t h i s k i n d o f o p p o r t u n i t y 9 and she wanted t o do 
t h i s a t a l e v e l wh ich had the g r e a t e s t p r e s t i g e . 

JENNY LEE; 

We-we-we resen ted deeply the i dea o f a n y t h i n g second 
c lass« T h a t ' s why I would n o t have i t a Working Man's 
U n i v e r s i t y - a B lack Man's U n i v e r s i t y o r a T/Jhite Man's 
U n i v e r s i t y - you ' ve heard me on t h i o theme b e f o r e . I t 
was e s t a b l i s h e d ' b y a Labour Government b u t you d o n ' t see 
a U n i v e r s i t y e s t a b l i s h e d under a Tory Government as a 
Tory U n i v e r s i t y -■ t h a t w a s n ' t t h e purpose. The purpose 
was q u i t e a u s t e r e l y t o use t h e mass media. 

BRIAN GROOMBRIDGEs 

A l though I t ' s no l o n g e r c a l l e d 'The U n i v e r s i t y o f t he 
A i r ' , bratdcast ing i s s t i l l an impo r t an t component i n 
t he whole p rocess , end the success o f t he Open U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
l a r g e l y based on the f a c t t h a t i t was b u i l t on a 
t r a d i t i o n o f educa t i ona l b r o a d c a s t i n g . The BBC's had a 
commitment t o A d u l t Educat ion ever s ince i t s f o u n d a t i o n 
and a g r e a t dea l o f exper ience and i n t h e 1960»s a number 
o f Independent T e l e v i s i o n Companies exper imented w i t h 
p r o j e c t s which began t o show how i n p r a c t i c e t h a t 
t r a d i t i o n cou ld be developed* The Open U n i v e r s i t y 
have borrowed f rom Scot land and f rom American t h e C r e d i t 
i dea -" t h e i dea t h a t you can acqu i re a Degree by 
i ns ta lmen t s as i t were and f rom the most e r o r i g i n a l 
o f t he o t h e r B r i t i s h U n i v e r s i t i e s l i f e developed some o f 
i t s b e s t ideas on c u r r i c u l u m development. 
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MICHAEL RICHARDSON s 

These t w i n s t rands o f t r a d i t i o n and i n n o v a t i o n con t inue 
t o the p o i n t where the U n i v e r s i t y f i n a l l y r e c e i v e d i t s 
own Royal Char te r i n 1969. The Char te r Ceremony took 
p l ace a t t h e Royal Soc ie t y i n London and was a t tended "by, 
amongst o t h e r s , t h e l a t e Lord Crowther , who was then 
i n s t a l l e d as the f i r s t Chance l lo r o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y and 
i t s t i t u l a r head. E a r l y d i scuss ions o f t he academic 
programme l e d the U n i v e r s i t y t o con f i rm i t s commitment 
t o a Degree p a t t e r n t h a t was based on t h e c r e d i t system. 
P ro fesso r Len Haynes - P ro fessor o f Chemistry - i s do ing 
a t u r n o f d u t y as one o f t h e f i v e P ro -V ice -Chance l l o rs 
who g i v e d i r e c t suppor t t o the V i ce -Chance l l o r i n 
s p e c i f i c areas o f h i s own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 0 Len Haynes1 

p resen t r o l e i s as P ro -V ice -Chance l l o r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
Academic P o l i c y . 

PROFESSOR LEW HAYNES; 

As you know, the requ i rement f o r t he BA degree i s t h a t 
you should s a t i s f a c t o r i l y complete 6 course c r e d i t s and 
the o n l y l i m i t a t i o n on t h i s i s t h a t 2 o f those c r e d i t s 
must be Foundat ion Courses. I 'm assuming you ' ve n o t g o t 
course exemptions and so on . R i g h t , w e l l now t h i s 
freedom o f cho ice i s a v e r y impo r t an t f e a t u r e ,of t h e 
Open U n i v e r s i t y Degree. I t means t h a t you can a c t u a l l y 
t a i l o r - m a k e your degree t o your own requ i rements - For 
example, supposing y o u ' r e a sc ience s tuden t e r y o u ' r e a 
t e c h n i c i a n and l o o k i n g f o r a degree wh ich i s p r i m a r i l y 
i n sc ience , b u t never t h e l e s s , y o u ' v e g o t an i n t e r e s t 
i n say e r t h e 19 th cen tu ry n o v e l o r Renaissance A r t o r 
some aspects o f s o c i o l o g y . There ' s no reason a t a l l why 
you s h o u l d n ' t combine one o r two o f these s u b j e c t s . i n 
you r sc ience sub jec t s t o c rea te a degree wh ich i s a c t u a l l y 
t a i l o r - m a d e f o r your own purposes. Of course, f o r 
those o f you who are t a k i n g your f i r s t Foundat ion Course, 
t h e bes t adv ice I can g i v e you , i s ' d o n ' t r u s h 1 . You 
d o n ' t a c t u a l l y have t o make a d e c i s i o n u n t i l May. 
W e ' l l t a l k more about t h i s i n another programme. Bu t 
i n making t h i s cho i ce , bear i n mind t h a t t he whole 
i dea o f t h e Foundat ion Course you ' ve j u s t t aken i s t o 
i n t r o d u c e you t o a number o f sub jec ts w i t h i n a g i v e n 
a rea . 



And some o f those sub jec t s you may n o t have come' across 
be fo re and i t ' s impo r t an t t h a t you have a.t l e a s t a 
t a s t e o f those be fo re you decide e r t h a t your - e x a c t l y 
what your programme i s go ing t o be . When you a re making 
a choice about your course, g e t a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
and adv ice you can g e t . P a r t i c u l a r l y go t o your Tu to r 
Counse l l o r . Make a p o i n t , o f t r y i n g t o read - o r a t 
l e a s t loPk a t - some o f t h e course u n i t s t h a t r e l a t e 
t o t h e course t h a t you t h i n k you might want t o f o l l o w -
Do make a p o i n t o f l o o k i n g a t some o f t he t e l e v i s i o n 
programmes. I t ' s on l y a ma t te r o f t u r n i n g on t h e 
sw i t ch a t t he r i g h t moment and you can ge t t i m e t a b l e s 
f rom a number o f d i f f e r e n t souroes. The s o l i d document 
t h a t you can g e t f rom t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y - a r a t h e r 
d u l l document i n a way - i s t he Courses Handbook and 
t h i s descr ibes a l l t he courses t h a t t he U n i v e r s i t y 
c u r r e n t l y has on o f f e r and . e r something about t h e p r e 
r e q u i s i t e s - t h a t i s t he assumptions we make about e r 
t he s t u d e n t s ' bas i c knowledge when *re w r i t e t h e course . 
Now you may acqu i re t h a t bas i c knowledge er f rom a 
precedent course i n the Open U n i v e r s i t y o r i t may come 
f rom you r own knowledge - f rom your own e a r l i e r ca ree rs . 
Anyway, t h e impo r tan t t h i n g t o do i s t o t h i n k v e r y 
c a r e f u l l y about what s o r t o f degree you want - why 
you want and then make a b i g cho ice - make a good 
l o o k a t those 120 courses t h a t we have on o f f e r . 
One l a s t p o i n t I would make i s t h a t e r I hope you 
en joy the course, I hope you d o n ' t f i n d i t too easy. 
You may then t h i n k i t ' s n o t wo r th d o i n g . But somehow 
I d o n ' t t h i n k y o u ' l l have t h a t p rob lem. Enjoy the 
course . 

MICHAEL RICHARDSON s 

W e l l we 've been l o o k i n g b r i e f l y a t some o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
and academic aspects o f our e a r l y development. Bu t 
what k i n d o f a community o f s tudents a re we? C e r t a i n l y 
w e ' r e a ve r y l a r g e community, ss there a re more than 
s i x t y thousand Open U n i v e r s i t y s tudents s tudy ing i n 
t h e Un i t ed Kingdom as o f now. But s i z e o f course, i s by 
no means the whole s t o r y . Naomi Mc in tosh , i s t he Head 

o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y Survey Research Department, p a r t o f whose 
j o b i t i s t o c o l l e c t s t a t i s t i c a l da ta about s t uden t s . 
She's u n i q u e l y p laced t o answer more s p e c i f i c ques t ions 
about t he n a t u r e o f our s tuden t p o p u l a t i o n . 
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NAOMI MCINTOSH : 

Wel l , w i t h over 60,000 students, i t ' s obviously d i f f i c u l t 
to do anything other than make vast genera l isat ions. . Erm 
the most important one i s t h a t we cover a l l ages and 
although we don ' t er a l low i n students under 21 unless 
they 've got good reasons f o r not going t o other p laces. 
A f t e r t h a t , you can go on up to 90 and we've had graduates 
i n t h e i r 70*8, 80 's and even 90 ' s , I*m t o l d . So most 
o f you come i n the mid-20?s, 30's er up to ear ly 40 's -
about 75% er i n t h i s middle er middle age group. That 
mear- you b r i ng w i t h you your f a m i l i e s , your jobs and 
your l i v e s and you've got l o t s o f other th ings going on 
a t the same time and we've l e a r n t to have to take 
account o f that* 

The other th ing we've been in te res ted about i s to see 
whether we've done anything to remedy the lack of 
oppor tun i t ies f o r women over the years and we hoped 
very much t h a t we would have la rge numbers o f women 
applying - indeed some commentators a t the beginning 
thought t h a t we'd be the haven f o r housebound Guardian 
housewives. Wel l t ha t d i d n ' t happen and i f you look 
a t the chart which shows the f igures over 1971 up to 
1979f y o u ' l l see tha t i n the beginning, the numbers 
o f women were very low. and we were qu i te anxious to 
b u i l d up the number o f women, advert ised a l o t , pu t on 
a l o t o f pressure and indeed succeeded i n b r ing ing the 
f igures r i g h t up through to 1975-76. A f t e r t h a t p o i n t , 
i t seems to have s t a b i l i z e d . This year ' s been a b i t 
be t t e r . 

We l l , we ask you qu i te a l o t o f questions on the 
app l i ca t ion form erm about yourselves and tha t helps 
us know what you ' re l i k e since we can ' t see you face 
to face and what you might be in te res ted i n stu&y&ing. 
We ask you your cur rent occupation, f o r example and what 
you might want to change your occupation to erm. Looking 
a t those i n broad groupings erm we can also see how 
your backgrounds are changing and whether the un i ve r s i t y 
i s meeting the so r t of needs t h a t society wanted i t 
t o meet. I f you look a t the next char t , you w i l l see 
tha t erm p u t t i n g occupations i n t o broad groupings, 
erm housewives I mentioned before are forming a s l i g h t l y 
l a rger group o f the ove ra l l popu la t ion . The biggest 
group a t the beginning w i t h the teachers and t h a t caused 
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a l o t o f discussion because everybody was worr ied about 
them tak ing over the u n i v e r s i t y . I n fac t 9 t h a t ' s not 
proved to be the case. We don ' t use occupation i n our 
decisions about who we admit er but we do use i t t o 
understand hew you progress. Teachers are now dropping 
t o about a quarter o f "Hie occupational groupings and 
what I ' ve t r i e d to do w i t h the other groups i s to put 
together what you can roughly c a l l the middle-class groups -
profess ional 9 managerial and s c i e n t i f i c - and what you 
can roughly c a l l the working class groups and y o u ' l l see 
t h a t "bottom group - the other non-manual and manual -
has incr&ased qu i te appreciably over the years and we 
need t o take account o f t h i s as we w r i t e new courses. 

Another important question which governments, p o l i t i c i a n s 
and we are a l l i n te res ted i n i s what your educational 
background i s - not to help us choose who comes i n but 
to see how you a l l do. And i f you look a t t h i s chart 
er y o u ' l l see tha t about a ■§• o f you wouldn ' t have been 
accepted f o r normal degree courses i n un i ve rs i t i es or 
polytechnics ar and t h a t ' s a very important group f o r 
us because we want to make sure t h a t the courses are 
accessible to you. There's another er s izable group -
about 4 who've already got A l eve ls or you ' re on to 
ONBs9 HWCsB HNDs and you o f ten want to spec ia l ise and 
top up and another very important and large sp?oup are 
the group o f teachers who now need to become graduaxes 
and want to change t h e i r teaching c e r t i f i c a t e s i n t o 
degrees» 

Er what we do need to ^ar ry on doing ena i s asking you 
f o r t h i s sor t o f informations we can ' t always judge 
what 's happening to you i n your own home or i n your own 
study centre, so i f we d id come back to you w i t h 
questionnaires or b u l l y you and ask you to come and 
j o i n i n discussion groups or answer the 'phone when we 
ask you whether you th ink t h a t course was t e r r i b l e 9 you 
w i l l understand tha t we're doing i t f o r qu i te good 
reasons and w e ' l l feed the in format ion tha t you give 
us back i n t o planning those courses f o r you be t t e r . 
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MICHAEL RICHARDSON; 

We l l we 've been h e a r i n g f rom Naomi Mc in tosh a number o f 
t he g l o b a l s n a t i o n a l s t a t i s t i c s about t h e shape o f our 
s tuden t p o p u l a t i o n * and now I 'm s i t t i n g here i n the 
Students 1 Record O f f i c e i n Wal ton H a l l where a l l t he 
manual records about our s tudents are h e l d , and f r o m ' 
which t h e r e ' s d i r e c t access onto t h e s tuden t main 
f i l e . 

I n t h e n e x t Countdown Programme, we s h a l l be go ing , ou t 
f rom here i n t o the U n i v e r s i t y ' s Regional s t r u c t u r e t o 
have a l o o k a t t he k i n d o f records t h a t are kep t t h e r e 
and t h e k i n d o f suppor t se rv i ces t h a t a re a v a i l a b l e t o 
s tudents i n t he Regions. 

MUSIC - END CREDITS 


