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The MBA Life Sciences qualification structure

To gain the award you need a total of 180 points.

The diagram below shows how you can construct your MBA study. The most appropriate entry route will depend on your
qualifications and experience.

Compulsory courses

Strategy (B820) – 6 months / 30 points

Strategic management in life sciences and healthcare (BS811) – 12 months / 60 points

Making a difference (B830) – 12 months / 30 points

MBA (Life Sciences) (Open)

1 Degree refers to UK honours degree or equivalent.

2 Entry to Stage One is also possible with other specified academic and professional qualifications.

Stage One

60 points from either:
• Professional Diploma in Management or
• Postgraduate Certificate in Business Administration  

Stage Two

• 120 points from the three compulsory courses

Take the next step
If  you’re ready to register, or need further information, visit www.oubs.open.ac.uk or call and talk to one of  our advisers.

For individual enquiries please contact: For corporate information please contact:

UK and RoI: +44 (0)845 366 6035 UK and RoI: +44 (0)1908 655 767

Rest of  Europe: +32 (0)2 644 33 73 Rest of  Europe: +32 (0)2 644 33 73

Email: oubs-ilgen@open.ac.uk Email: Do-business@open.ac.uk

MBA (Life Sciences)
How to master strategic management 

in life sciences and healthcare

• Leading-edge masters degree with a strong emphasis on
strategic life sciences and healthcare

• Highly flexible

• Strong international perspective

• Innovative teaching methods and learning materials

• Unrivalled tutor support from knowledgeable professionals

• Practice-based learning, highly relevant to you and your
organisation, that puts theory into practice from the word go

• Accredited by the Association of MBAs (AMBA)

Start here if you have:
• No degree
• No previous or recent study

experience or
• You are new to management

Start here if you have:
At least 3 years’ management experience
and
• A degree1 in Business Studies or
• The OU Professional Certificate in

Management or
• The OU Certificate in Accounting

Start here if you have:
At least 3 years’ management experience
and
• A degree1 in a subject other than

business or management

Professional Certificate in
Management

(or Certificate in Accounting)
12 months

MBA STAGE ONE2

Professional Diploma in
Management

Managing performance 
and change (B700) 

12 months / 60 points

Postgraduate Certificate in
Business Administration

Fundamentals of  
senior management (B713) 

12 months / 60 points

MBA (Life Sciences) STAGE TWO

OU Business School, Walton Hall, 
Milton Keynes MK7 6AA, United Kingdom
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Local representative

What else is there to know?
Costs

Your course fees are all-inclusive and cover:

• essential course materials – study guide, textbooks,
workbooks, CD-ROMs and software

• course tuition

• assessments

• residential schools, including overnight accommodation

• access to course websites and online forums. 

The cost of  the courses that make up the MBA (Life Sciences)
will depend on whether you live in the UK, Ireland, Rest of
Europe or elsewhere. Full details can be found in the
Programmes of  Study section on our website. 

Many of  our students are supported with course fees by their
employer. We can offer help and advice on how your employer
might be persuaded to sponsor you – or how you could sponsor
an employee.

Free advice and resources

OU Business School students benefit from access to:

• Open Library, our online library service at
www.open.ac.uk/library – a major resource for online
databases, journals, course-related websites and more

• The OU Careers Advisory Service at www.open.ac.uk/careers

• Local study advisers throughout Europe.

Individual tutoring

Throughout your studies you’ll receive individual tutoring from
your personal tutor. Most tuition is face-to-face (unless you select
the online version), and you’ll also get support by phone, email
and online forums.

Learning groups

You’ll typically be part of  a tutor group of  around 16-20 people.
Many students also set up informal support groups. Sharing your
ideas and knowledge with your peers can enrich your learning
experience and provide encouragement.

Quality programme content
and study materials

Our course teams produce specially designed course texts,
DVDs, CD-ROMs etc, and blend the various media with personal
and online support to optimise learning. So all the core elements
you need for study are provided.

You benefit from knowledge specially developed to meet the
needs of  management today and tomorrow, locally and globally.

Network opportunities

You’ll get the opportunity to network with like-minded
professionals and academics. All courses have online forums
which offer opportunities for global networking, and some have
residential schools providing the chance to participate in group
sessions designed to crystallise the skills and knowledge you
gain from your studies.

Access to a global network

The MBA (Life Sciences) is also an entry ticket to a large and
active business network. MBA graduates automatically become
members of  our worldwide alumni community, free of  charge.

This is an international community of  over 18,000 graduates with
local groups active in countries across Europe. An annual calendar
of  events offers many development activities, including residential
weekends and workshops that help to keep your MBA updated.

Additional benefits include a dedicated website, monthly
e-newsletter, our Open Business magazine, professional
memberships of  a number of  organisations and annual
discounts for further OU study.


