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FEES, FUNDING AND HIGHER EDUCATION
	The C E C is asked to:-

i) consider a report from the President
ii) note that unless the C E C expressly decides otherwise, this paper will be published in due course.



Introduction
1.
Although a number of the issues covered in this paper have been reported or published elsewhere, I felt that it would be useful to have a clear summary of activities relating to wider issues since the last meeting alongside an update on current and future issues.

OU Fees
2.
The University published its fees for undergraduate students in England in July after the Council meeting which took place only two days after our last C E C meeting. The extent of the increase in fee levels caused widespread shock and dismay. From OUSA’s point of view this was considerably exacerbated by the fact the C E C members did not have any prior notice of the fee levels and were not in a position to discuss a response in advance. Nevertheless we did try to co-operate with the University in the aftermath to the extent of trying to ensure that full and accurate information was distributed to students and that students’ perceptions of the limitations of O U information were speedily fed back to the University. This included a session run on Elluminate during September for all available members of the C E C to put questions directly to the O U’s Director, Students and Director of Communications. 
3. We have been informed that the University Council meeting on November 22 will be determining the fees for all other O U students i.e. U K students outside of England, non-U K students and post graduate students. However, unlike in the case of England, we understand that the University will not immediately be publishing that information. The official statement has so far only been prepared to promise that the fee levels will be published to students in the new year at the latest. In the meantime, I continue to press the University to ensure that it is possible for the C E C to have at least some warning in advance of publication.
Official Submissions
4.
The consultation on the U K Government White Paper “Higher Education: Students at the Heart of the System” closed on 20 September. I ensured that the key concerns of our students were included in a formal submission on behalf of OUSA. 
5.
I also entered a submission in response to the technical consultation on the Early Repayment of Student Loans which closed at the same time. 
6.
The Milburn Review, set up in the Cabinet Office to look into the issues of Social Mobility and Child Poverty, also provided an opportunity to comment on issues of huge importance to O U students – open access to higher education and widening participation. I therefore made a submission on those questions which I felt related most closely to our concerns.

7.
So far, there has been a small note of good news for those trying to shift the Government by dialogue. As a result of feedback on consultation and lobbying, they have now agreed to extend the time for when they expect part-time students to start re-paying their loans from 3 years into their degree to 4 years. At least some students will be helped by this. However, to date there has been no response on the issues of central importance to OUSA.
Wales
8.
I am extremely pleased to be able to report on OUSA’s activities in Wales. Although the Welsh Government is much more attuned to our concerns than the UK Government there are still representations to be made for part-time students in general and O U students in particular. OUSA representatives participated with the O U in Wales in discussion of the consultation on part-time students and as well as making a written submission on behalf of part-time students, Sue Goodyear was able to attend the H E Funding Council Wales  (H E F C W) meeting to put OU students’ concerns in person. O U in Wales also managed to considerably advance the position of all part-time H E students by successfully arguing for an additional seat for part-time students on an important H E F C W advisory body. OUSA was successful in being able to put forward an O U student, Christine Smith, for that seat. 
9.
Some good news has already come from the consultation process in Wales. OUSA made the plea for deferring the new funding arrangements for part-time students very central to its submission. It was gratifying to learn last week that the Government has agreed to defer implementation of the rule changes for part-time students until the 2013/14 year, whilst maintaining the current system for 2012/13. This is very good news since it provides a real opportunity for getting things right for part-time student in Wales – and it also underlines the value of taking the opportunity to get the voice of our students heard.
Petition on Government Website
10.
I have been approached by Roger Walters, President of O U  U C U (University and Colleges Union) about the petition which they have launched on the Government website (copy attached as an Appendix). If we can get 100,000 signatures then it will be possible to force a debate in the House of Commons.  - Can you imagine the opportunities that will give us? -  It would be a huge feat even for U C U and OUSA working together but the Open University has many friends and our past graduates are everywhere – we could do it. If we achieve that feat, we could also work on U K M Ps to make sure the right questions and issues are promoted in that debate. We may not have much chance of rolling back the total cuts faced by H E, but it would give our attempts to stop the attack on open access and widening participation possibly the best chance of success – and that funding is still there to be fought for. Make no mistake though, if as I hope the C E C backs my proposal to support this campaign, it will require the active support of all of us to get our students signed up. A poor response to such a petition sends a message to Government that they have nothing to fear from ignoring us ……. I think O U students could give a better account of themselves if the ones I know are anything to go by!
What’s Happening Next?
11.
B I S (Department for Business, Innovation and Skills) will be sending its annual letter to HEFCE (Higher Education Funding Council for England) before the end of December about the grant for 2012/13. HEFCE will then write to Universities – most likely very early February – indicating how it intends to distribute funding and that is when we are likely to learn what the plans are for the Widening Participation funding (this is critical to the O U) and whether there will need to be an immediate fight to try to get that funding protected for a further year. Shortly after it is anticipated that the Government will publish its Higher Education Bill and once that has been published, HEFCE will open consultation on the long-term future for targeted allocations which will include both the Widening Participation funding and the part-time premium – both of which are critical the University’s submission. 
12.
I have made it plain some time ago, and of course clearly spelled out in the OUSA White Paper submission, that I see the battles over Widening Participation funding and the part-time student premium as very central to OUSA’s campaign. Of course we will be making submissions when we have the chance to do so, but if we are also able to achieve a real, active campaign around support for the petition and a debate in the House of Commons around the time that this consultation is taking place,  that could be of tremendous value.
Marianne Cantieri

OUSA President


CEC 11/11/10 Appendix

http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/22316
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e-petition

Stop the cuts in the Open University

Responsible department: Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

We the undersigned express our deep concern about the UK government’s policy of making damaging cuts in higher education funding which have led to massive increases in student fees, including a trebling of Open University fees. We fear that this will lead to a significant reduction in students and threaten jobs and that the lack of long term and secure funding for widening participation will make the Open University much less open. We therefore petition the UK government to reverse this policy; so that the Open University can reduce the fee levels it has set in England, in order to remain truly open.

Sign this petition 

Number of signatures: 

380 

Created by: 

Roger Walters 

Closing: 

11/11/2012 

Share: 
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