Guidelines for Central and Local OUSA Groups

What is a Group?

An Open University Student Association (OUSA) Group is a collection of Open University (O U) students with a common interest coming together for social purposes, informal networking and support or the pursuit of special interests or hobbies. 

What a Group isn't

They are not a formal part of the OUSA structure and have no official representative role. So they don't have to hold meetings, have Annual General Meetings (A G Ms), take minutes or elect leaders/officers - though they can if they really want to! More specifically it is not their role to shadow the work of Regional and National Assemblies.  
Types of Group
Local Groups, whose membership is entirely within one Nation/Region, are overseen by the relevant Assembly.

Central Groups draw their membership from the whole membership of OUSA.  These are overseen by OUSA’s Central Executive Committee (C E C).

Benefits

OUSA will enable all registered Groups to:
· send a recruitment advert to potential members both through an initial one-shot mailing and through existing mailings e.g. O U Student, OUSAnearyou 
· send out email newsletters to their membership

· use the OUSA name + Asset
· have an OUSA provided online forum

· access OUSA funds for specific purposes at the discretion of the Assembly or Central Executive Committee
Registration and membership

All OUSA Groups must register and provide a named contact from within the group, this information must be sent to Jacqueline Billson and cc Alison Ryan in OUSA Office.
A Group can determine its own membership criteria; however it must be open to any member of OUSA who meets these criteria.

OUSA will not support any Group which: 
· Practises discrimination 

· Does not comply with OUSA’s legally defined objectives 
· Brings OUSA and/or The Open University into disrepute
Activities
Groups may operate in whatever manner is appropriate for them.
Should an officially affiliated group wish to set up a forum in OUSAs forum area a request will need to be sent to OUSA Controller and Vice President Communications via either the Assembly responsible or centrally (see details above) and this will be arranged. The group should ensure there is someone who can moderate or be prepared to go through the moderator approval and training process as per all OUSA moderators. 

Officially affiliated groups can set up Facebook pages or groups and it is required that the V P Comms I D on Facebook is made an admin. This is a simple process for those familiar with Facebook however guidance can be provided on request.

Further advice or guidance

If there are further questions please contact either the Regional/National Assembly responsible or alternatively, centrally, please contact Vice President Representation or Vice President Constitutions.
Nik Morris






David Humble
Vice President Representation



Vice President Constitutions
NB:
These Guidelines do not apply to the Disabled Students Group


As agreed at the July meeting of the Central Executive Committee
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