Open University Student Association

Scottish Assembly

Terms of Reference

The primary purposes of the Scottish Assembly are:
· to facilitate the representation of OU students at a Scottish level within the Open University and Higher Education sector

· to define OUSA in Scotland policy  

· to facilitate obtaining the widest possible student opinion and access to discussion and decision making in OUSA  
The Assembly shall also have the following secondary functions:-

· to provide an OUSA public face to OU events within the region (e.g. residential school, graduation)

· to support local OUSA Groups and Networks within Scotland.

Membership

The membership of the Assembly shall consist of:-

· 1 elected representative for each 500 students registered in Scotland

· Members of the OUSA in Scotland Executive as full delegates

· Student representatives on OU in Scotland Committees as observers
· Those Association Officers and Central Representatives on Open University Central Committee who reside in Scotland as observers.
The Assembly shall, at its annual general meeting, elect from amongst its elected representatives a chair, who shall chair all meetings.
The Assembly may co-opt students to fill vacancies for student representatives on the basis of a simple vote for or against, provided that such co-opted members do not exceed 20% of the duly elected members of the Assembly, with the Assembly being able to terminate such co-options on a simple vote, for or against. 
Any student resident in Scotland may opt to attend a meeting of the Assembly as a visitor at their own expense.

Assemblies may also co-opt, from amongst their own membership, to vacancies on the Assembly Executive.

Members will serve for terms of one year, and shall be eligible for re-election for further terms.  Normally changes in membership will occur on the 1st September.  

Duration and modus operandi

The Assembly shall exist in its current form until the decisions of Conference 2011 require it to change.
The Assembly will meet at least three times a year. An annual timetable of meetings will be provided in advance.  Papers will be available to members at least 10 working days in advance of each meeting.
