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ARC13

(September 2007)
RESEARCH SCHOOL

Affiliated Research Centre Programme
Student Declaration

Students and supervisors should complete sections one, two and three of this form and send it to the research degree co-ordinator prior to thesis submission.  The research degree co-ordinator should complete section four and send it to the Research School without delay upon submission of the thesis.  Please note that the thesis must not be sent to the examiners until all sections of this form have been completed.
Section One  (To be completed by the student)

Name:  …………………………………………………   Personal identifier: ……………………………...

Affiliated Research Centre:  ……………………………...……………………………...…………………
Thesis title:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Degree for which thesis is to be submitted:………………………………………………………………
Length of thesis (including footnotes and appendices):……………………………………… words

Please state below (attaching a separate sheet if necessary):

1 whether any of the material you are now submitting has previously been submitted for a degree or any other qualification at this University or another institution

2 the extent to which others have contributed to your research

3 which parts (if any) have been published.

I confirm that this is a true statement and that, subject to any comments above, the thesis is my own original work.

Signed:  ……………………………………………………………....  Date: 
……………………….…
Important Note

If the supervisors are unable to confirm on the student declaration form that the thesis is of the required standard, a written report must be prepared outlining how the thesis falls short of the required standard.  The report should be submitted to the Assistant Registrar (Research Degrees), Research School, The Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA and copied to the student.  The report will be referred to the Chair of the Research Degrees Committee, who may:

(a) confirm to the student that submission for examination will not be permitted until appropriate amendments have been made

(b) ask the research degree co-ordinator to arrange for a report on the thesis by an external assessor, with specific requirements to indicate whether the work is of an adequate standard for examination for the degree concerned

(c) decide (with the agreement of the research degree co-ordinator) that the thesis should be accepted for submission, as it stands, without the approval of the supervisors.

In the case of (b) a decision on eligibility for submission will be made on receipt of the external assessor’s report, and the comments of the research degree co-ordinator.

Section Two  (To be completed by the all of the student’s supervisors)

1
Please confirm the length of the thesis as stated overleaf by the student is correct.

2
Please confirm and/or comment on the student’s statement overleaf.

3
I confirm that I have read the thesis and that it is worthy of consideration for the degree for which it is being submitted; and that, subject to any comments in section one and above, I believe it to be the student’s own original work. 


Name:  …………………………..………..…..
Name:  …………………………..…………….

Signed:  …………………………………...… 
Signed:  …………………………………...…..

Date:  ………………………………………… 
Date:  …………………………………………..

(The supervisor should forward this form to the director of studies)

Section Three  (To be completed by the student’s director of studies)

1
Please confirm the length of the thesis as stated overleaf by the student is correct.

2
Please confirm and/or comment on the student’s statement overleaf.

3
I confirm that I have read the thesis and that it is worthy of consideration for the degree for which it is being submitted; and that, subject to any comments in sections one and two and above, I believe it to be the student’s own original work. 


Name:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Signed: ……………………………………………….  Date:  …………………………………………

(The director of studies should forward the completed form to the research degree co-ordinator.)

Section Four (To be completed by the research degree co-ordinator)

Date thesis was submitted for examination: ................................................................................

Please tick the appropriate statement below:
· I confirm that the thesis was sent to the examiners only after Sections One, Two and three of this form had been satisfactorily completed, and that this completed form was sent to the examiners with the thesis.

· I confirm that this completed form will be sent to the examiners with the thesis.

Name:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Signed: ……………………………………………….  Date:  …………………………………………
Copies of this form should be sent to the examiners with the thesis and the original sent to:

Research School, The Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA.
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