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ARC5

(September 2007)

RESEARCH SCHOOL

Affiliated Research Centre Programme
Examination Panel Nomination


This form should be completed and returned to: Research School, The Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA before the thesis is submitted.

An electronic version of this form can be downloaded from

http://www.open.ac.uk/research/research-degrees/affiliated-research-centre-programme/affiliated-research-centres.php.
1
Student Details

Name :
………………………………………….
Personal Identifier :  …………..................
Affiliated Research: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Centre
Degree:
……………………………….…………………………………….……………………......
Thesis Title :
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….....

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Director of Studies :
………………………………………………………………..………………………..
Supervisor :
………………………………………………………………..………………………..
2
Nominated Examination Panel

See section 3 of the research degree examination guidelines (ARC10G) for the criteria for the appointment and composition of panels. Please ensure that a completed curriculum vitae form (ARCCV5) is provided for each member of the examination panel. An electronic version of this form can be downloaded from http://www.open.ac.uk/research/research-degrees/affiliated-research-centre-programme/affiliated-research-centres.php.

(a)
Internal examiner/assessor   (delete as appropriate)



Name:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................


Title
First name
Surname


Post:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................

Telephone and Email:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………….
(b)
First external examiner


Name:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................


Title
First name
Surname


Post:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................

Address:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................

Telephone and Email:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………….
(c)
Second external examiner (if applicable)


Name:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................


Title
First name
Surname


Post:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................

Address:
…………………………………………………………………………….............................

Telephone and Email:  ..……………………………………………………………………………………
Examination panel recommendations will not normally be approved where the panel as a whole does not have experience of 5 research degree examinations. If this minimum requirement is not met, a case must be made by the research degree co-ordinator and attached.

3
Observer

The Research Degrees Committee expects one of the student’s supervisors to attend the examination as the observer.  In exceptional circumstances, where a supervisor(s) is unable to be the observer, an experienced member of staff is required to act in this capacity. Students may elect not to have their supervisor present as an observer. The Research Degrees Committee is of the view that this is not in the student’s best interest. Students who do not wish to have an observer present at their examination must confirm this in writing to the Research School.

Observer :
……………………………………………………………………………...............................

Title
First name
Surname

4 Thesis Content 

Please give brief details of the main themes of the thesis and indicate whether the thesis will accompanied by non-written material or the research is part of a group project

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5
Independence of Examiners


Those nominated for appointment as examiners should not have had any influence on the design and implementation of the student’s research project. The Research Degrees Committee requires examiners not be related to, or have a close professional or contractual relationship with the candidate, supervisor(s) or other members of the examination panel. Examiners should be entirely independent, and where there is any interest which might prejudice this, it should be declared at nomination stage. For example, examiners are required to ‘declare an interest’ if they:

· plan to employ the candidate

· plan to co-publish with the candidate

· are involved, or have been, with the candidate or supervisor in a close personal relationship of any kind

· are a past student of the supervisor

· are the ‘regular’ examiner for a particular supervisor or department

· have a close professional, contractual or personal relationship with any other member of the examination panel
· are being nominated as an external examiner and have a relationship with the ARC, for example through collaboration or as an external supervisor for another current or recent student at that ARC.

By signing this form, you are confirming that, to the best of your knowledge, the examination panel is entirely independent and that the examiners have been asked to declare any interest which may compromise their independence.

6
Signatures and approval

	Research degree co-ordinator:
	……………………………………..
	Date:
	………………………………..

	(Print Name)
	……………………………………..
	
	

	Signature to confirm approval on behalf of the Research Degrees Committee
	..……………………………….....
	Date:
	………………………………..
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