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ARC33D (PhD)

(September 2007)

RESEARCH SCHOOL

Affiliated Research Centre Programme
Examination Panel Report 
This form should be completed by the examination panel and sent, with the pre-viva examiner reports (ARC32) to The Open University Research School on the day following the oral examination by either the internal examiner/assessor or the research degree co-ordinator.  All examiners and the research degree co-ordinator should be copied in on the email.  For candidates registered in the life and biomolecular sciences, all examination reports should be sent to life-sciences@open.ac.uk, and to j.williams@open.ac.uk for candidates registered in other subject areas.
1 Candidate Details


Candidate name:   ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Personal identifier:  ……………..……. Affiliated research centre: ………………………………..

Thesis title:  .……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..

Degree for which submitted:  PhD    Resubmission:  Yes or No    Date of oral:  …….….……….
TO BE COMPLETED BY RESEARCH SCHOOL

Date of registration:  ………………………….…   Date of submission:  …………………….……..
Scheme of study:       Full-time               Part-time external               

Highest qualification on entry:  ………………………………………………………………………...
2 Examiner Details


Internal examiner/assessor
:  ………………………………………………………………………..

Post held

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

External examiner

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

Post held

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

Institution

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

External examiner

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

Post held

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

Institution

:  ………………………………………………………………………..

Observer at oral

:  ………………………………………………………………………..
3
Recommendation (see section 10.0 of the examination guidelines ARCS10G)


We recommend:                                                                                                       Tick one box

	(a)
	the candidate is awarded the PhD degree with no typographical errors, corrections or amendments
	(

	(b)
	the candidate is awarded the PhD degree after satisfactory completion of corrections and minor modifications as specified in section 6 of this report

examiner(s) responsible for checking the changes to the thesis (see sections 10.2 and 10.3 of the examination guidelines):

Name(s): ……………...……………………………………….. (Please print)
	(

	(c)
	the candidate is awarded the PhD degree after satisfactory completion of substantial amendment as specified in section 6 of this report 

the substantial amendments must be checked by all the examiners (see sections 10.2 and 10.3 of the examination guidelines) 
	(

	(d)
	the candidate should be permitted to resubmit the thesis for re-examination for the PhD degree after major revision as specified in section 6 of this report
	(

	(e)
	the candidate is awarded the MPhil degree with no typographical errors, corrections or amendments
	(

	(f)
	the candidate is awarded the MPhil degree after satisfactory completion of corrections and minor modifications as specified in section 6 of this report

member(s) of the panel responsible for checking the changes to the thesis (see sections 10.2 and 10.3 of the examination guidelines):

Name(s): ……………...……………………………………….. (Please print)
	(

	(g)
	the candidate is awarded the MPhil degree after satisfactory completion of substantial amendment as specified in section 6 of this report

the substantial amendments must be checked by all the examiners (see sections 10.2 and 10.3 of the examination guidelines) 
	(

	(h)
	the candidate should be permitted to resubmit the thesis for re-examination for the
MPhil degree after major revision as specified in section 6 of this report
	(

	(i)
	that no degree is awarded
	(


4
Report on PhD Thesis

The examination panel is asked to provide comments about how the thesis satisfies the criteria for the degree (see section 9.2 of the examination guidelines ARCS10G).

(a)
Please comment on the presentation and style of the thesis.

(b)
Does the thesis show evidence of being a significant contribution to knowledge?    YES/NO  Please delete as appropriate and provide information about the evidence for this below.
(c)
Do the thesis and the candidate’s performance at the viva show evidence of the candidate’s capacity to pursue further research without supervision?  YES/NO
Please delete as appropriate and provide information about evidence for this below.
(d) Does the thesis contain material worthy of publication?  YES/NO  Please delete as appropriate and indicate which parts of the thesis are suitable for publication.  You should state how much, if any, has already been published or accepted for publication.

5.
Was the candidate’s defence of the thesis at the oral examination satisfactory?  YES/NO  Please delete as appropriate and provide information about the evidence for this below.
6.
Please give any other comments on the thesis.

In the case of recommendation 3(b), 3(c) or 3(d) please provide detailed information about the corrections and minor modifications, substantial amendment or major revision that the candidate is required to undertake.  The result recommendation will not be ratified without this information.  Attach additional sheets as necessary.  Any annotations made on the thesis must either be recorded here or photocopies of the annotated pages must be attached.  For recommendation 3(e) the report must include a statement confirming that the panel considered whether the thesis could be revised and resubmitted for a PhD and explaining why this recommendation was rejected.

The Research Degrees Committee will formally ratify the recommended result on the basis of this report.  Please ensure that detailed comments are provided in each relevant section, since a request from the Committee for clarification or elaboration will delay formal notification to the student of the ratified result.  Please ensure that a copy of the thesis is returned to the research degree co-ordinator and that comprehensive details of any changes required by the examination panel are provided.

	Signed :
	Internal examiner / assessor :
	………………………………………………………………..

	
	External examiner :
	………………………………………………………………..

	
	External examiner :
	………………………………………………………………..

	
	Date:
	………………………………………………………………..


Please use electronic signatures if available.  Alternatively, you may just type your name.
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