
http://www.open.ac.uk/research/ethics/animal-research                                                            June 2017

Open University statement about use of animals in research

What is The Open University’s policy on using animals in research?
The Open University uses animals in research only where no alternatives are available and we always 
look for ways to reduce the numbers of animals used. However, until effective alternative models 
are available, some animals will continue to be needed in research. We follow strict guidance and 
regulations to maximise the welfare of any animals used in our research. Our research is scrutinised 
by our Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body whose membership includes lay members as well as 
academics and experts in animal care and welfare, and decides whether our research is significant 
enough to justify animal use and that due consideration has been given to the welfare of animals. 

Scientists at the OU also carry out research that does not involve harm to animals and does not fall 
under the Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act. This includes research on animals’ interaction with 
their environments and on the use of technology to improve the lives of animals and humans.

Why is it necessary to use animals in research?
Animal research has made, and continues to make, a vital contribution to health combatting disease 
and the development of medical treatments. Without animal testing, we would not have many of 
the modern medicines, vaccines and surgical treatments that we take for granted in both human and 
veterinary medicine.  The Open University, alongside other universities undertaking animal research, 
is committed to reducing the numbers of animals used and ultimately, replacing their use entirely. 

What animals and how many are used in OU research under the Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act
1986

2014
 30 rats
 191 mice 

2015
 123 rats
 319 mice

2016
 238 rats
 574 mice
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What advance in knowledge has the OU achieved as a result of animal research?
Animal models are used in the following research areas to make advancements in knowledge:

 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) is a psychiatric condition that can ruin 
people’s lives. Despite being one of the most studied psychiatric condition, its causes are 
poorly understood. One of our projects seeks to establish what part of the brain underlies 
the condition, and to investigate the effects of drugs on that part of the brain in an effort to 
contribute to ways to help sufferers.

 As the population starts to live longer, the diseases of old age become more prevalent. Chief 
amongst these is Alzheimer’s disease. OU scientists are using animal models to investigate 
fluid flows across the brain; such research provides essential information which can be used 
to develop new treatments, and, it is hoped, in the long term, cures.

 Huntington’s disease is caused by a genetic mutation in a single gene that produces a toxic 
protein. Humans develop symptoms in early middle age; these symptoms are progressive 
and invariably fatal. There is a growing awareness that the brains of people with the 
mutation are affected long before the disease manifests itself. OU scientists are seeking to 
understand these early changes so as to identify drug targets which could slow or halt the 
progression of the disease.

In addition, non-Home Office licensed animal research is carried out at the Open University, for 
example Animal Computer-Interaction (http://www.open.ac.uk/research/ethics/animal-
research/animal-research-news#ACI), but the numbers of animals used can be more variable as it is 
a relatively new area of research. 

Any research involving animals, licensed and non-licensed, is assessed by the OU Animal Welfare 
Ethical Review Body (AWERB) to ensure that the 3Rs - (Replacement, Reduction and Refinement -
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/the 3rs) are central to any relevant research, to make it as effective and 
beneficial as possible.
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