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Jacqui Gabb, Principal Investigator on the Enduring Love? project 
Jacqui.Gabb@open.ac.uk  
 
Interests centre on interdisciplinary psycho-social approaches for researching 
and theorizing intimacy and family life. Publications include Researching 
Intimacy in Families (2010, Palgrave Macmillan) and Couple Relationships in 
the 21st Century (forthcoming, Palgrave Macmillan) with Janet Fink. 
 
 

 
Janet Fink Principal Investigator on the Enduring Love? project  
Janet.Fink@open.ac.uk 
 
Research focuses on how personal relationships are constructed and 
negotiated through policy, legislation and popular culture. Publications include 
Changing Relations of Welfare: Family, Gender and Migration in Britain and 
Scandinavia eds. with Å. Lundqvist (2010, Ashgate) and Couple Relationships 
in the 21st Century (forthcoming, Palgrave Macmillan) with Jacqui Gabb. 
 

 
 
Angela Neustatter, Author and Journalist (Event Chair) 
angelaneustatter@googlemail.com  
 
Journalist and author specialising in relationships and child psychology. 
She writes for a variety of newspapers and magazines. Her most recent 
book is A Home For the Heart (2012, Gibson Square Books) 
 

 
 

Professor Tim Blackman, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research, Scholarship & 
Quality), The Open University  
pvc-rs@open.ac.uk 
 
Professor of Sociology and Social Policy, he has worked as a policy 
advisor and consultant to government programmes for health 
improvement and neighbourhood renewal. He has served Management 
Board roles in these areas and has published widely in these fields of 
study. 

 
 

Professor John Holmwood, British Sociological Association President,  
University of Nottingham john.holmwood@nottingham.ac.uk   
 
Research interests focus on the relation between sociological theory and 
explanation, and social stratification and inequality. Current research 
addresses the challenge of global social inquiry and the role of pragmatism in 
the construction of public sociology. Editor of A Manifesto for the Public 
University (Bloomsbury 2011) and blogs regularly on higher education issues. 
Joint founding editor of the new, free online magazine, Discover Society. 



 
 Susan Quilliam, Relationship Psychologist 
susan@susanquilliam.com  
 
Advice columnist and coach, facilitating workshops and seminars for the 
public, health and education professionals. Advises, campaigns and 
writes for several organisations. Author of 21 books on relationships 
published in 33 countries and 24 languages, including the classic book 
The Joy of Sex (2009, Mitchell Beazley). 
  
 

 
Ruth Sutherland, Relate CEO 
Ruth.Sutherland@relate.org.uk 
 
Wide ranging experience in the areas of relationships, health and 
wellbeing. She has a background in the public and voluntary sectors and 
has also worked extensively in the social justice, health and wellbeing 
arenas including Scope (Executive Director of Services), Alzheimer’s 
Society (Chief Operating Officer) and Rethink Mental Illness (Director of 
Services). 
 
 
Professor Carol Smart, University of Manchester 
Carol.Smart@manchester.ac.uk  
 
Research and extensive publications in the field of relationships and 
intimacies, including Personal Life: New Directions in Sociological 
Thinking (2007, Polity), Relative Strangers: Family life, genes and donor 
conception (2014, Palgrave Macmillan) with P. Nordqvist, Same-Sex 
Marriages (2013, Palgrave Macmillan) with B. Heaphy and A. 
Einarsdottir, Family Fragments? (1999, Polity) with B. Neale.  

 
 
Professor Lynn Jamieson, University of Edinburgh 
lynn.jamieson@ed.ac.uk 
 
Research interests focus on intimacy, personal life, globalisation, the 
environment and sustainable life-styles. Recent research has examined 
people living alone. Publications include Living Alone. Globalization, 
Intimacy and Belonging (2013, Palgrave Macmillan) with R. Simpson, 
Intimacy. Personal Relationships in Modern Societies (1998, Polity). 

 
 

Penny Mansfield (CBE), Director, One Plus One 
Penny.Mansfield@oneplusone.org.uk  
 
A sociologist specialising in qualitative research on marriage and 
couple relationships and on evidence-based practice and policy. She is 
a member of the Department of Health Expert Group for the Healthy 
Child Programme and of the Department for Work and Pension’s 
Ministerial Steering Group for family support services. 
 

 
Naomi Eisenstadt (CB), University of Oxford 
londonrd@btinternet.com 
 
Longstanding work in early education, childcare, parenting policy, and 
extended schools. After several management positions in children’s 
charities, became the first director of the Sure Start Unit (1999). She 
then spent one year as the Secretary of State’s Chief Adviser on 
Children’s Services and then Director of the Social Exclusion Task 
Force. 


