
International Conference: Migrant mothers Caring for the Future:  

Creative Interventions in Making New Citizens 

 

 

 

DAY ONE – THURSDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

 

9.00am       Welcome and Introduction : Umut Erel and Tracey Reynolds 

 

Room DCG 12/13 

 
9.30am - 10.30am 

 
Keynote:  Professor Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo  
University of Southern California 
 
Migrant Motherhood and Citizenship in the Deportation Nation: 
Cultivating Belonging and Inclusion in an Urban Community Garden 
 

Room DCG 12/13 

 
10.30am - 11.00am                     Morning  Break 

 
 

11.00am - 12.15pm 
 
Theatre Performance : Erene Kaptani and Migrant Mothers Group 
 

Room DCG 12/13 

 
12.15pm –  1.15pm                      Lunch 

 



International Conference: Migrant mothers Caring for the Future:  
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DAY ONE – THURSDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

 
1.15pm -
2.45pm 
 

Changing Meanings of Family  
Room DCG 12/13 

 Citizenship I   
Room DCG 07 

Language and the Politics of Everyday 
Room DCG 08 

 

 

 
Chair : Megumi Nakamura 
 
Lisa Beljuli Brown : Is That Your 
Real Child or is She Adopted? 
Migrant Mothers and Trans-racial 
Adoption in Johannesburg. 
 
Ulrike Lingen-Ali : Children’s Well 
Being as Cause for Separation and 
Divorce? Experiences and 
Capabilities of Migrant 
Single/Lone Mothers in Germany. 
 
Elizabeth Challinor : Towards 
Global Citizenship : Mothering 
Beyond the Boundaries of 
Consanguinity and Nationality. 

 
Chair : Aija Lulle 

 
Susanne Willers : Motherhood and 
Transit Migration Experiences of 
Centro American Women in Mexico. 
 
Nilu Ahmed : The Hidden Side of 
Active Citizenship : The 
Unrecognised Citizenship Work of 
Migrant Mothers.  
 
Lorraine Pannett : Mothering with 
Sentence and Ethics : How Women 
Asylum Seekers and Refugees 
Contest and Alter Ideas of 
Citizenship Through Making Livable 
Lives for their Children.  
 

 
Chair : Sarah Christie 
 
Sheila MacDonald : I’ve Got a Hole 
Inside : Multilingual Mothers’ 
Experiences of Raising Children in 
Another Language. 
 
Polina Kliuchnikova : Aren’t You 
Ashamed Mom? Narrativisation of 
Motherhood and Strategies of 
Children’s Linguistic Upbringing of 
Russian Speaking Mothers in the UK. 
 
Agata Lisiak : Immigrant Mothers as 
Agents of Change : The Power of Small 
Things.  

 

 

2.45pm - 3.45pm 

 

 
Keynote:  Professor Eithne Luibheid  
University of Arizona 
 
Childbearing Asylum Seekers in Ireland : Nationalist Heterosexuality and 
Migrant Legal Status Controversies 
 

 
Room DCG 12/13 
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DAY ONE – THURSDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

 
3.45pm - 4.15pm                          Afternoon  Break 

 

 
4.15pm -
5.45pm 
 

 
Representing Migrant Mothers  
In the Arts 
Room DCG 12/13 
 

 Polish Migrant Mothers   
Room DCG 07 

Connecting ‘Here’ and ‘There’ 
Through Mothering 
Room DCG 08 

 

 

 
Chair : Erene Kaptani 
 
Mario Lusitano Santos : Scattered 
Cartographies : Relating to the 
Migratory Experience Through 
Shared Filmmaking. 
 
Maria Luisa Coelho : Moving 
Away from Home : Diasporic and 
Maternal Representations in the 
work of Maria Lusitano. 
 
Milosz Paul Rosinski : Migrant 
Motherhood in Photography and 
Film : The Cultural Construction of 
a Cultural Icon of Care? 

 
Chair : Paula Pustulka 

 
Paula Pustulka : Differences in 
Raising Migrant Girls and Boys ; 
Polish Mothers in Europe and Trans- 
national Gendered Socialisation. 
 
Lucy Ramasawmy : Work and 
Childcare Strategies of Polish 
Migrant Parents in Scotland.  
 
Barbara Janta : Childbearing of 
Polish Migrants in the UK : Trends, 
Challenges and Implications for 
Policy Making. 
 
Lula Męcińska : Caring Through 
Breastfeeding : Making a 
Contribution Through Maternal 
Work. 
 

 
Chair : Ulrike Lingen-Ali 
 
Sucharita Sarkar : Creative Mothering 
in the Other-land : Blogs by Migrant 
Indian Mothers.  
 
Elaine Bauer : Education, Work, Home 
Ownership and Good Manners as 
Markers of a “Respectable”  Citizen : 
Caribbean Mothers’ Practice 
Respectability at Local and Trans- 
national level.  
 
Megumi Nakumura : Migrant Mothers 
in Mixed Families.  
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DAY TWO – FRIDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2014        

 

 

9.30am       Welcome and Review of Day One : Umut Erel and Tracey Reynolds 

 

 
9.45am -
11.15am 
 

 
Temporal and Intergenerational 
Relations 
Room DCG 12/13 
 

 Citizenship II   
Room DCG 07 

Education and Food  
Room DCG 08 

 

 

 
Chair : Elaine Bauer 

 
Petra Roll Bennett : Migrant 
Mothers’ Narratives of Past, 
Present and Future Life : Creative 
Choices and Sacrifices for 
Children’s Futures.  
 
Petra Ezzeddine :  Motherhood at 
Distance : Trans-national 
Motherhood of Ukranian Female 
Migrants in the Czech Republic. 

 
Chair : Anouk de Koning 

 
Aija Lulle : Shifting Notion of 
Neoliberal Motherhood : From Lives 
of Latvian Migrant Women in 
Guernsey. 
 
Leah Bassell : Austere Citizens : 
Migrant and Minority Women in 
Tough Times. 
 
Aoileann Ní Mhurchú : Living on the 
Line : Migrant Mothers and the 
Everyday Experience of Liminal 
Enactment Opening up Possibilities 
for Future Citizens.  
 
 

 
Chair : Milosz Paul Rosinski 
 
Sarah Christie : Exploring the 
Applicability of a Theoretical Model of 
School-Family Interactions to Migrant 
Mothers’ Relationships with their 
Primary Age Children’s Schools 
 
Ron Cambridge :  Do Migrant Student 
Mothers Care?  
 
Annemette Nielson :  The Role of 
Children’s Food in the Creation of 
Mulitcultural Citizens.  

 



International Conference: Migrant mothers Caring for the Future:  

Creative Interventions in Making New Citizens 

 

 

DAY TWO – FRIDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2014        

 

 
11.15am – 11.45am                            Morning  Break 

 
 

11.45am - 12.45pm 

 

 
Keynote:  Professor Ann Phoenix  
University of Education, London 
 
Transnationality and Mothering (to be confirmed) 
 

 
Room DCG 12/13 

 
12.45pm – 2.00pm                        Lunch 

 
 

2.00pm - 2.45pm 
 
Art Performance : Jennifer Verson 
 
“Your Grandmother’s Middle Name was Rose” 
A sensory journey of the songs, stories and poems told by  
A migrant mother to her daughter 
 

Room DCG 12/13 

 

2.45am - 3.45pm 

 

 
Keynote:  Professor Hirokazu Yoshikawa  
University of New York 

 
How Unauthorised Immigrant Status Affects Human Development: 
Implications for Policies and Programs 
 

 
Room DCG 12/13 

 
3.45pm - 4.00pm                          Afternoon  Break 
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DAY TWO – FRIDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2014        

 

 
4.00pm -
5.30pm 
 

 
Health 
Room DCG 12/13 
 

 Citizenship III 
Room DCG 07 

 

 

 

 
Chair : Ron Cambridge 
 
Helen Stapleton : Just Thinking 
Somali Way Means You are Crazy 
Person! Pregnant Women from 
Refugee Backgrounds Describe 
Their (Mad-Making) Experiences 
with the Edinburgh Depression 
Scale.   
 
Vanessa Grotti : Childbirth on 
Europe’s Ultra Periphery : Migrant 
Maternity, French Universalism 
and the Politics of Care on the 
Maroni River, French Guiana. 
 
Kia Ditlevsen :  Migrant Mothers 
in Unstable Environments : 
Balancing Healthy Lifestyles and 
Parenting Responsiveness. 
 

 
Chair : Leah Bassell 

 
Anouk de Koning : Reproducing 
Europe : Migrant Parenting and 
Citizenship. 
 
Ruth Desouza : Mothering Right : 
Discipline, Regulation and Migrant 
Mothers.  
 
Aoileann Ní Mhurchú : Living on the 
Line : Migrant Mothers and the 
Everyday Experience of Liminal 
Enactment Opening up Possibilities 
for Future Citizens.  
 
 

 
 

 

5.30-5.45pm            Conference Close 

 

Room DCG 12/13 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS : 
Name and Contact Details 

 
Abstract and  
Biographical Details 
 

    
Professor Pierrette 
Hondagneu-Sotelo  
University of Southern 
California 
 
 

 
Keynote Session 

Day One : 9.30am – 10.30am 

 
Migrant Motherhood and Citizenship in the Deportation Nation: 
Cultivating Belonging and Inclusion in an Urban Community Garden 

 
While the United States is widely known as “a nation of immigrants” the current historical era, roughly from the mid-1990s to the 
present, has become a “deportation nation.”  It is primarily men of color, and more specifically Latino immigrant men who are  the 
targets of this extensive campaign of deportations and detentions, leading to a gendered racial removal program.  This presentation will 
discuss the contours of this program, but will focus on the consequences for migrant motherhood and citizenship.  One consequence of 
the current deportation crisis is that this is leaving many Latina immigrant women to mother and raise families without their sons or 
partners, losing household income and support that they brought to the family.  Some of these women seek belonging, inclusion and 
support at urban community gardens.  While they experience rejection from the nation, they feel welcomed in these sanctuary garden 
spaces.  A type of Latino cultural citizenship unfolds at the urban community gardens.   These are life-affirming places of healing, 
restoration and community building, fortifying immigrant mothers who are living with social crisis and marginality. 

 
Biography 
 
Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo is a sociologist and a professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Southern California, 
where she also serves as Associate Director of the Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration.  She has been researching and 
advocating for immigrant communities since the 1980s, and she is the author or editor of nine books.  Some of her research and writing 
have focused on immigrant rights, such as God’s Heart Has No Borders: How Religious Activists are Working For Immigrant Rights 
(University of California Press 2008), but she is best known for her work on gender, migration and paid domestic work.  Her work on 
these topics has appeared in the journals Gender & Society, Social Problems, and other outlets, as well as in the books Domestica: 
Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of Affluence (UC Press 2001/2007), and Gendered Transitions: Mexican 
Experiences of Immigration (UC Press 1994).  Her most recent book, Paradise Transplanted: Migration and the Making of California 
Gardens (UC Press 2014) brings together seven years of research in diverse social sectors in Southern California.  The book shows how 
successive conquests and diverse migrations have created California gardens, and how gardens influence social inequality, leisure, status 
and our experience of nature and community. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS : 
Name and Contact Details 

 
Abstract and  
Biographical Details 
 

    
Professor  
Eithne Luibheid  
University of Arizona 
 
 
 
 

 
Keynote Session 

Day One : 2.45-3.45pm 

 
Childbearing Asylum Seekers in Ireland: Nationalist Heterosexuality and Migrant Legal Status Controversies 

 
How did the general public come to believe that pregnancy provided a visible sign that a woman was likely to be an irregular migrant? 
And how did concerns about migrants’ pregnancies and childbearing become the basis for expanding laws and policies in ways that 
resulted in more migrants becoming classified by states as irregular? Centering on controversies in the Irish Republic from 1997-2005 
over migrants’ childbearing, this talk does not try to resolve whether any migrants “really” were irregular, nor to propose policy changes 
to assist in better policing against irregular migration. Instead, the talk provides understanding of how migrant legal status categories 
emerge and change; the relations of power in which they are embedded; the centrality of normalizing sexual regimes to these processes; 
and how efforts to prevent irregular migration ultimately redefine nationalist sexual norms and citizenship.  
 
Overall, the talk bridges gaps between scholarship on the social construction of the irregular migrant and queer theories of sexuality as a 
regime of power and normalization. 

 
Biography 
 
Eithne Luibhéid holds a Ph.D. in Ethnic Studies from the University of California, Berkeley and is Professor of Gender and Women’s 
Studies at the University of Arizona. She is the author of Pregnant on Arrival: Making the ‘Illegal’ Immigrant (University of Minnesota 
Press, 2013) and Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border (University of Minnesota Press, 2002); editor of a special issue of GLQ 
on “Queer/Migration” (2008); and co-editor of A Global History of Sexuality (Wiley-Blackwell, 2014), Queer Migration: Sexuality, U.S. 
Citizenship, and Border Crossings (University of Minnesota Press, 2005), and a special issue of Women’s Studies International  Forum on 
“Representing Migrant Women in Ireland and the E.U.” (2004). 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS : 
Name and Contact Details 

 
Abstract and  
Biographical Details 
 

    
Professor  
Ann Phoenix 
Institute of Education 
London 
 

 
 

 
Keynote Session 

Day Two : 11.45am – 12.45pm  

 
Transnationality and Mothering (to be confirmed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
    Biography 

 
Ann Phoenix’s research interests are psychosocial, including motherhood, social identities, young people, racialisation and gender. 
Recent funded research project areas include: boys and masculinities, young people and consumption and adult reconceptualisations of 
'non-normative' childhoods', particularly of serial migration, visibly ethnically mixed households and language brokering in transnational 
families. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS : 
Name and Contact Details 

 
Abstract and  
Biographical Details 
 

    
Professor Hirokazu 
Yoshikawa  
University of  
New York 
 
 

 
Keynote Session 

Day Two : 2.45-3.45pm 

 
How Unauthorized Immigrant Status Affects Human Development: Implications for Policies and Programs 

 
Based on the book Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Mothers and Their Young Children (Yoshikawa, 2011) and other more 
recent work, this presentation will focus on a model of how unauthorized immigrant status affects human development across the 
lifespan.  Data and examples will be drawn from multi-method research conducted in the U.S. as well as from Europe and other regions. 
Implications for policy and practice will be presented. 

 
Biography 
 
Hirokazu Yoshikawa is the Courtney Sale Ross University Professor of Globalization and Education at the Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education and Human Development at New York University.  He is a community and developmental psychologist who studies the effects 
of public policies and programs related to immigration, early childhood development, poverty reduction, race, ethnicity and sexuality on 
child and youth development.   He conducts research in the United States and in low- and middle-income countries.  He currently serves 
on the Leadership Council and as the Co-Chair of the early childhood development and education workgroup of the U.N. Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network, the research and technical group advising the Secretary-General on the post-2015 global development 
goals.  
 
His recent books include Immigrants Raising Citizens: Undocumented Parents and Their Young Children (2011, Russell Sage, sole 
authored) and Improving the Odds for America's Children: Future Directions in Policy and Practice (2014, Harvard Education Press, with 
Kathleen McCartney and Laurie Forcier).  He consults regularly to multinational NGO’s such as UNICEF, UNESCO, and the World Bank, as 
well as national and local NGO’s, on issues related to child development. In 2012 he was nominated by President Obama and confirmed 
by the Senate as a member of the U.S. National Board for Education Sciences.  He obtained his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from New York 
University. 
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 SPEAKER ABSTRACT 

 
Nilu Ahmed 
 
nilufar@hotmail.com 
 
Session   Citizenship I 

   Day One  1.15-2.45pm 
 

 
The Hidden Side of Active Citizenship: The Unrecognised Citizenship Work of Migrant Mothers 
 
This paper draws on findings from a qualitative longitudinal study where the same first generation migrant women were interviewed 10 years apart. 
Respondents had been living in the UK for an average of 20 and 30 years at respective interview times.  The interviews captured women at the 
height of their ‘mothering’ during the first interviews; and saw a transition for some into the role of grandmother at the po int of second interview. 
By drawing on narratives from women at two points in time, this paper will discuss the role of the family in the experience and construction of 
citizenship across generations. It will discuss the reasons for migrant women’s seeming lack of engagement with the host society and apparent 
invisibility (often for many years) from civic duties after arrival.  The paper will highlight the unrecognised ways in which migrant mothers enable the 
citizenship of the next generation including providing childcare for grandchildren. This can result in one migrant mother allowing multiple members 
of the next generation to work fulltime, something they may have been unable to do with the costs of childcare. The findings will show how 
citizenship emerges over time through a confluence of factors and how intergenerational factors inform experiences and understanding of 
citizenship and belonging.  

 
Leah Bassel 
 
Lb235@leicester.ac.uk 
 
Session   Citizenship II 
Day Two  9.45-11.15am 

 

 
Austere Citizens : Migrant and Minority Women in Tough Times 
 
In this paper we draw on our ongoing work exploring the challenges and opportunities of migrant and minority women’s grassroots activism in 
times of austerity in the UK and France. We build on our conceptual work which finds similar processes at work in ostensibly opposite contexts.   In 
both ‘difference-blind’ France and the ‘multicultural’ United Kingdom we found that minority women’s social justice claims are (mis)recognised  by 
institutional and social actors (2010). Working with non-governmental organisation networks in the England, Scotland and France, we explore how 
these organisations mobilise against the challenges facing migrant and minority women as well as how these women are organising in the context 
of the economic crisis. In this paper we focus specifically on the ways in which migrant and minority women work within and outside, with and 
against third sector organisations which, we arue, have been deeply shaped by an enterprise culture that has been accentuated by the current 
economic crisis. Drawing on 83 interviews with migrant and minority women activists and anti-poverty, housing and migrants rights organisations in 
Scotland, England and France, we analyse how the idea of enterprise has been entrenched within these organisations and how an enterprise culture 
is problematically reshaping the ways in which organisations think about themselves, their mission and their programmes of work—especially in 
relation to migrant and minority women and their role in bringing up future citizens. We suggest that the ability for minority women to articulate 
and take action on intersectional social justice claims, particularly with respect to their families and caring work, is under threat.  These claims may 
well be silenced and/or misrecognised due to the prevailing logic of the sector. 
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SPEAKER ABSTRACT 

 
Elaine Bauer 
 
baure@lsbu.ac.uk 
 
Session   Connecting  
 ‘Here’and ‘There’ 
 Through Mothering 

 
Day One  4.15-5.45pm 

 

 
Education, Work, Home Ownership and Good Manners as Markers of a “Respectable” Citizen : 
Caribbean Mothers’ Practice Respectability at Local and Transnational Levels  

 
Education, work, home ownership and good manners have always been important aspects of achievement, pride and identity among Caribbean 
people, and important markers of being a respectable citizen.  In the Caribbean, these values are instilled in children from a very early age, at home 
as well as at school, where boys and girls are taught to aspire for “excellence” not only in their studies, but also in their  appearance, as a key value 
which links to achievement and upward social mobility.   For Caribbean women in particular, respectability is a prime form wherein they conceive of 
citizenship.  Marriage and the Church are the chief ways in which respectability is affirmed, and women are the primary “upho lders of the legal 
morality based on the Church” (Wilson 1969: 78).  Upon migration, many migrant mothers continue to transmit these respectable values through 
various forms of practice and encouragement, within the constraints of local norms in the host countries.  This paper recounts the experiences of 
Caribbean serial migrant mothers to the UK during the 1960’s, focussing particularly on two who came as parents followed by their children, and on 
one who came as a child to join her parents.  It traces their experiences of parenting in the Caribbean, and the ways in which they have tried to instil 
those respectable values in their parenting practices in Britain.  It also highlights the constraints they encountered in their parenting experiences in 
Britain, and the various accommodations they have made in order to conform to the local norms and expectations.  Finally, it illustrates these 
mothers’ awareness of the tensions involved in bringing up their children in British society, as British citizens with Caribbean values, and their 
concerns that these key values of respectable citizenship are being lost among the younger generation.   

 
Lisa Beljuli Brown 
 
lrb12345@gmail.com 
 
Session   Changing Meanings 
 of Family 
 

   Day One  1.15-2.45pm 
 

 
“Is That Your Real Child or is She Adopted?”  Migrant Mothers and Trans-racial Adoption in Johannesburg 

 
It is estimated that by 2015 there will be 5.7 million orphans in South Africa. In response to this crisis, South Africa has lifted many of the strictures 
on formal adoption that exist across the globe. Adoptions are now open to previously barred family forms and age group (homosexual, single, and 
third-age people) particularly for trans-racial adoptions. This paper looks at my own experiences as a migrant adoptive mother in South Africa, and 
forms part of my wider ethnographic on post-apartheid adoption practices in Johannesburg. In this context, adoptive mothers report numerous 
experiences of being idealized and praised, often by complete strangers. A racialised good mother/bad mother trope seems to be in operation. A 
bad mother abandons whilst the good mother makes reparation. The adoptive mothers, who are predominantly white, are credited with almost 
saintly virtues. Conversely birth mothers, who are mainly black, are frequently criticized and assumed to have been irresponsible. Yet to be the 
reparative heroine an adoptive mother must also conform to a certain biological discourse. In other words, she must have a story of failed fertility, 
proving that the adoption was from necessity rather than choice. As one respondent put it, ‘people seem to feel more comfortable with the 
adoption if I tell them that I couldn’t have my ‘own’ children and that fertility treatment didn’t work.’ A biological discourse, particularly as it relates 
to the female body is at work.  Simone de Beauvoir summed up this approach as: ‘tota mulier in utero’ ‘woman is a womb’. The flourishing and 
highly lucrative IVF industry is testament to this: genetic continuity is preferred to the gender implications of bypassing the female body. This 
biological bias is further demonstrated by the negative reactions towards gay male adoptive parents. They report negative reactions particularly 
from biological mothers though not in terms of homophobia, but rather because nurturing and care are conflated with having a female body. 
Interpreting the ethnographic material through a psychoanalytic and feminist lens, the paper explores how the views and reactions to trans-racially 
adopted children reveal deep-seated fears and anxieties about forbidden migrations across gender, race, biology and the maternal. 
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SPEAKER ABSTRACT 

 
Ron Cambridge 
 
r.cambridge 
@londonmet.ac.uk 
 
Session   Education & Food 
 
Day Two 9.45-11.15am 

 

 
Do Migrant Student Mothers Care? 

 
Migrant mothers hold a pivotal role in bringing up future citizens in UK contemporary society (Gedalof, 2009; Erel, 2007), yet the latter is 
increasingly influenced by the progressively changing nature of HE (DfEE, 1997; DfES, 2006; Leitch, 2006; DfBIS, 2011; Wilson, 2012). The paradox 
between contended objectives of social justice in education policy and actual practice in HE has been highlighted in the past (Leathwood & Hyton, 
2002; Leathwood & O'Connell, 2003). Moreover, these policies produce particular obstacles and limitations for migrant mothers and their children. 
Previous research into `Student-Parents’ as ‘non-traditional’ students has taken an instrumental approach with an emphasis on describing 
experiences (Wainright & Marandat, 2009; NUS, 2009) and with scant attention to international students (Moreau & Kerner, 2012). Taken from a 
broader qualitative analysis this study draws upon the narratives of 6 undergraduate migrant mothers in HE, by drawing upon the ever pertinent 
Affect Theory as an analytical theoretical framework (Clough & Halley, 2007; Ahmed, 2008; Gregg’s & Seigworth, 2010; Walkerdine & Jimenez, 
2012) to explore the processes that shape migrant mothers’ position as individuals and as carers. This study underlines the importance of a 
reciprocal relationship between material experiences and affective understanding which enables what may seem vulnerable yet strong individuals, 
to act and progress, both as migrant mothers and as students. This study argues that the central theme attributed to affects in the individual’s 
experiences is significant in their motivation and achievement through their migration and education journeys, and as mothers, enabling both 
themselves and their children to occupy a place as future citizens. Here, the complexity of various affects, including hope, fear, guilt, faith, 
happiness and contagiousness are presented in a multifaceted complex praxis which points to the extent to which migrant student mothers do truly 
care.  

 
Elizabeth Challinor 
 

e.p.challinor @gmail.com 
 

Session   Changing Meanings 
 of Family 

 
Day One   1.15-2.45pm 
 

 
Towards Global Citizenship: Mothering beyond the Boundaries of Consanguinity and Nationality 

 
Cape Verdean local and transnational mothering practices have long served to challenge the Western concept of the exclusive biological mother.  
Research on mothering practised by individuals who are not mothers has focused in particular on the early phase of motherhood. Yet, mothering is 
an ongoing practice that extends into the adult lives of biological and non-biological children. This paper analyses the narratives of two young Cape 
Verdean migrant mothers that recount how their chance encounters in Portugal transformed a total stranger and a work colleague into next of kin - 
godmothers to the migrant mothers’ babies. In the first case, the mother was assisted by an older woman from Guinea-Bissau when she was 
waiting to catch a bus to take her crying baby to the hospital. In the second case, the young expectant mother was encouraged to share her 
concerns over an unplanned pregnancy with an older Portuguese work colleague during a coffee break. In both cases, the recognition and response 
to human need developed into kinship-making projects that spanned the boundaries of national identity and belonging that states are so eager to 
protect. Both cases are examined within the wider historical context of the changing terms of the citizen-migrant relationship in post-colonial 
Portugal. The paper discusses how, after decolonization and entry into the European Economic Community, new de-historicized relations of 
“strangership” emerged between Portuguese citizens and African migrants. They became distinctive, disconnected black and white figures in the 
experience of their different relationships to the Portuguese state and thus to each other. If relations of “strangership” are characterized by 
indifference or “soft solidarity”, the two narratives presented here elucidate the ways in which mothering beyond boundaries may be considered as 
a form of global citizenship that expands an individual’s sense of identity and belonging as well as the coverage of a citizen’s concern about social 
equality.  
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SPEAKER ABSTRACT 

 
Sarah Christie 
 
sarah.christie 
@canterbury.ac.uk 

 
Session   Education & Food 
Day Two 9.45-11.15am 
 

 
Exploring the Applicability of a Theoretical Model of School-Family Interactions to 
Migrant Mothers’ Relationships with their Primary-Age Children’s Schools 
 
Strong relationships and mutual understanding between the school and family are widely accepted to be associated with positive outcomes both in 
terms of child attainment and wellbeing. Schools may be particularly challenged in the building of and capitalising on relationships with migrant 
families because of a potentially heightened mutual lack of knowledge or understanding about the other party’s cultural norms (e.g. Crozier & 
Davis, 2007).   González et al.’s (2005) ‘Funds of Knowledge’ (home knowledge and tools for thinking) approach and Cremin et al.’s (2012) Building 
Communities work based on this model indicate great value in teachers learning about children's literacy and learning lives beyond school. We 
would like to investigate whether a theoretical model of school-family interaction based on this approach could be developed for large-scale use, 
initially using the migrant mothers’ understanding of their relationship and interaction with their children’s schools as data. This pilot research, 
which is in progress, is based on data drawn from 10 indepth interviews with mothers who have recently immigrated with their families to the 
United Kingdom from Eastern Europe and have a child or children attending a primary school. Thematic analysis is in use to assess the usefulness of 
Cremin et al.’s (2012) theoretical model of home-school interactions. Positive outcomes in this early study will indicate value in a wider exploration 
of the usefulness of the approach and ultimately may present an opportunity to inform practice in respect of how relationships between school and 
migrant families could be optimally developed.  Results of and conclusions drawn from this study will be complete by the end of July 2014. 
 

 
Maria Luisa Coelho 

 
marialuisa.coelho 
@gmail.com 
 

Session Representing 
 Migrant Mothers  
 in the Arts 
 
Day One 4.15-5.45pm 
 
 

 

Moving Away from Home : Diasporic and Maternal Representations in the Work of Maria Lusitano 

 

This paper is part of a wider research project that aims to contribute to the study of what I have elsewhere called visual diasporas in the feminine, 
by discussing contemporary visual artwork produced by Portuguese women artists within the context of their European, migrant experience, and 
investigating the ways this work engages with and negotiates the effects of that diasporic movement.  Here I intend to focus on work by artist Maria 
Lusitano who, born in Portugal in 1971 and currently living somewhere between Lisbon, London and Mälmo, is part and symptom of a unified 
European space and a globalised, transcultural era of globetrotters and citizens of the world. And yet, more than a celebration of cosmopolitan 
postmodernity, Lusitano’s work interrogates what is to be at home or abroad, rooted or en route, in the past or in the present and, in the process, 
addresses the complex experiences of the migrant subject, the embodied vicissitudes of being foreigner, even if that process of dislocation is 
desired and actively sought after. Such perspective is particularly visible in a videowork like Moving Away from Home (2008), in which the artist 
explores her own experience of displacement, after deciding to move to Sweden, with her family, in 2007. It is this project that I will discuss in more 
detail, in order to address: (1) the diasporic condition of its subjects and the personal, social and aesthetic effects of that condition; (2) the ways in 
which the marginal and marginalised migrant experience intersects with the liminality of motherhood and shapes the contribution of the mother to 
the child’s construction of a sense of identity and citizenship. 
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Session   Citizenship III 

   Day Two  4.00-5.30pm 
 

 
Reproducing Europe : Migrant Parenting and Citizenship 

 
This paper introduces new research that seeks to understand how citizenship is produced and negotiated in a Europe where the presence of 
migrants has increasingly come to be seen as a burden or threat. This research proposes to do so through a multilevel study of debates, 
interventions and practices related to migrant parenting in Paris, Milan and Amsterdam. The experiences of Egyptian migrant parents – a relatively 
new North African and (partly) Muslim migrant group – serve as its vantage point.Migrant parenting provides a new and fertile angle to explore 
questions of citizenship, understood here as membership and participation in the nation. Migrant parents are frequently seen as potential threat to 
the reproduction of the nation, and may thus be targeted by a variety of citizenship agendas designed to ensure the proper reproduction of citizens. 
This research examines how migrant parents engage with such agendas. It thereby studies the intersection of 1. political debates regarding migrant 
parents and the nation, 2. interventions through which states regulate and shape the reproduction of citizens, and 3. everyday interactions in the 
context of parenting. How is the volatile affective register connected to parenting marshalled by state agents and parents in their negotiation of 
citizenship? The research is still in its initial stages. This paper will therefore lay out the central ideas of the project, which will be complemented 
with some insights drawn from preliminary research in Amsterdam and Milan. 

 

 
Ruth DeSouza 

 
ruth.desouza@monash.edu 
 
Session   Citizenship III 

   Day Two  4.00-5.30pm 
 

 

 
Mothering Right : Discipline, Regulation and Migrant Mothers 

 
In contemporary Western societies the dominant discourse for white middle class mothers is the notion of birth as a transformative experience. 
However, for some mothers, birth is a site for the regulation of women through the exercise of power by health professionals, which is directly 
perceivable through the discourses health professionals draw on to describe culturally and linguistically different mothers. Nursing scholarship 
frequently frames migrant mothers as a problem, with their differences perceived as a barrier to providing care. However, this view disguises the 
ways in which nurses are imbricated within systems of scrutiny and regulation that are unevenly imposed on ‘other’ mothers. This presentation 
examines maternity as a site of colonisation and assimilation through the discourses deployed by New Zealand (Plunket) maternal and child health 
nurses. The research uses discourse analysis and concepts of power drawn from the work of French philosopher Michel Foucault, read through a 
postcolonial feminist perspective. The findings show that Plunket nurses draw on liberal feminist discourses, which have emancipatory aims but 
assimilatory consequences. The use of these discourses as a basis for nursing practice has the unintended effect of disempowering women who do 
not subscribe to ideals of individual autonomy that are characteristic of neoliberalism. These discourses bring the migrant mother, her family and 
new baby into the historical project of maternal improvement through surveillance. This project—enacted differentially but consistently by 
nurses—attempts to alter maternal and familial relationships by ‘improving’ mothering. I conclude by proposing that the ‘normative subject’ of 
maternity must be decentred in order to make mothering   an empowering experience for all mothers. 
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Migrant Mothers in Unstable Environments : Balancing Healthy Lifestyles and Parenting Responsiveness 
 
Overweight is an increasing problem among children in the Western World. International research points to an overrepresentation among children 
in migrant families of non-western origin, and the importance of early interventions and focus on overweight toddlers. Key concepts are parenting 
style and -practice. This paper investigates the promotion of healthy life styles in migrant families, living in insecure or uncertain situations in 
Denmark. It will describe the logics, rationalities and difficulties of migrant mothers, who want to promote a healthy life style in their families, and 
will question the notion of a universal, adequate parenting style and practice.  The paper will address the overall question of how migrant mothers 
deal with health related concerns for their children, while living in precarious conditions. The following themes will be explored in the presentation: 
“Appropriate parenting” as presented by health care professionals working with childhood weight interventions; the everyday life of vulnerable 
migrant families; the balance between attempts to promote a healthy life style and other needs and concerns in the family; the link between family 
conditions, unstable environments and the promotion of healthy life styles. The results suggest that the families’ practice reject the professionals’ 
concept of “good parenting”, as their goal is not health promotion, but rather “instant wellbeing” and comforting. Thus, demands on healthy eating 
can be undermined by parenting responsiveness towards children’s hardships and the family situation.  This paper is based on a qualitative study 
exploring parenting styles and everyday health practices in families with non-Western ethnic minority background. A grounded theory approach is 
adopted in the explorative study, which is based on observations and qualitative semi-structured interviews with Danish health care professionals 
and families with migrant/refugee background who are dealing with weight problems.  
 

 
Petra Ezzeddine 
 
luksik76@hotmail.com  
 
Session   Temporal and 
 Intergenerational 
 Relations 
 
Day Two  9.45-11.15am 
 

 
Motherhood at Distance : Transnational Motherhood of Ukrainian Female Migrants in the Czech Republic 
 
The Czech Republic is chosen by Ukrainian transnational mothers as a destination for their labor migration, mainly because it is possible, due to the 
geographical distance, to conduct a circular migration between the two countries. The life “here“ and “there“ and the mobility of female labor 
migration gives, on the one hand, Ukrainian mothers the possibility of coordinating productive and reproductive work but, on the other hand, they 
are „trapped“ in the net of unskilled work, and it is hard for them to get a stable job position. I will analyze how gender operates in transnational 
spaces, and what impact it has on the experience of motherhood. I describe how transnational Ukrainian mothers narratively construct and 
emphasize their experience with transnational motherhood. I will argue that even transnational mothers often experience indignity in the working 
place (domestic work), they paradoxically perceive their labor migration as a specific way of emancipation, and a possibility of extending their 

gender power. 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Childbirth on Europe’s Ultra-Periphery: Migrant Maternity, French Universalism and the Politics of Care on the Maroni River, French Guiana. 
 
This paper addresses the forms of social relations that are created and nurtured between medical staff and local women patients in and around the 
maternity ward of the hospital of St. Laurent du Maroni in French Guiana. This hospital is located in one of Europe’s most remote border regions, 
the Maroni river in South America, a large Amazonian river which marks the boundary between Suriname and French Guiana, and constitutes an 
international border between an emerging, postcolonial nation, and one of the European Union’s eight Ultra-Peripheral Regions. Affected by a 
growing gold rush since the end of the Surinamese Civil war of the 1980s, the Maroni has been described as a ‘stateless zone’, a mining frontier 
faced with uncontrolled migration from neighbouring countries, illegal extractive activities and drug smuggling into the Caribbean. I will argue that 
childbirth on this periphery has turned into a place in which the delivery of care becomes embroiled in questions of migration, bureaucracy and 
French universalism, and that the peripheral nature of French Guiana exacerbates tensions surrounding national identity. St. Laurent’s hospital 
maternity ward is the largest per inhabitant in the whole of France (Paris region included) yet most women who come to give birth do not speak 
French, nor do they possess either identity papers or entitlements to social security.  In this presentation, I will analyse the delivery of maternity 
care on the Maroni River from both patient and medical perspectives and will discuss the ontological equivocations which characterise these 
biomedical encounters centred on the reproductive body. Set against a backdrop of rising migration, these perspectives are affected by differing 
perceptions on the part of medical staff of notions of risk and control in which bodily health and national sovereignty are often intimately 
intertwined. 
 

 
Barbara Janta 
 
b.janta@warwick.ac.uk 
 
Session   Polish Migrant 

Mothers 
 
Day One 4.15-5.45pm  

 
Childbearing of Polish Migrants in the UK : Trends, Challenges and Implications for Policy Making 
 
Since 2004 there has been a substantial increase in births to Polish mothers in the UK, with nearly 3% of all children born in the UK in 2012 having a 
Polish-born mother. Research shows that majority of these children are born to two Polish parents (Janta 2013) and that Polish parents in the UK 
have on average more children than parents in Poland. With the Total Fertility Rate of Polish women being 2.13 in England and Wales in 2011 
(Dormon 2014) compared with 1.3-1.4 in Poland over recent years (GUS data for various years), this raises questions about factors that influence 
fertility decisions of Polish parents. Childbearing decisions and experiences, in turn, have an impact on the permanence of migrants' settlement in 
the UK. The aim of this paper is to provide a quantitative overview of childbearing trends among Polish mothers in the UK since 2004. We analyse 
fertility trends of Polish migrants through an analysis of birth registration data and an online survey of Polish parents, and draw a profile of Polish 
families in the UK. We discuss whether living in the UK changes the fertility plans of Polish migrants. Analysing a broad range of factors (child- and 
family related, psychological, related to parents' labour-market and children's education opportunities and other factors), we investigate which 
factors play the most important role in decisions to start a family for Polish migrants. Finally, we discuss the socio-economic implications of Polish 
migrants' reproductive behaviour for Poland and the UK, considering how the experience of starting a family influences migrants' decision to settle 
in the UK or to return to Poland.  
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 the Politics of 
 Everyday 
 
Day One  1.15-2.45pm 
 

Aren’t You Ashamed Mom?  Narrativisation of Motherhood & Strategies of Children’s Linguistic Upbringing of Russian-speaking Mothers in the UK 
 
The starting point of unraveling how migrant settings are objectified as ‘normal’ socio-cultural conditions for linguistic upbringing is the 
rediscovering of the idea of ‘mother tongue’. Viewing this conventional term from the perspective of the mixture of linguistic resources, 
experiences, and attitudes a migrant mother has in her possession, I focus on the ways mother’s language makes its way into her children’s lives – 
how the necessity of its acquisition is conceptualized and delivered to the child, what levels and fields of command seem reasonable, what the ways 
to argue the pragmatics are, and how the idea of family bonds and belonging is drawn into the discourse. The focus of my study is the variety of 
mixed-marriage families in the contemporary UK with a Russian-speaking mother and a British (or other non-Russian-speaking migrant) father. My 
attempt to reconsider the common issue of children’s bilingualism in these families is to analyze (second) language acquisition as an extremely 
dense discursive practice. It exists in the intersection of various matters such as linguistic identity vs. nationality, gender roles vs. educative 
functions, heritage language vs. future-oriented language proficiency etc. All these dimensions shape the way migrant mothers understand their 
motherhood and (attempt to) influence their children’s identities in transcultural background of their family. Moreover, the distribution of 
functions, power relations and cooperation devices tends to expand beyond the strict notion of family hood as such to involve certain agents of 
migrant community-building work or broader transnational initiatives. Based on ethnographical fieldwork in the North-East of England in 2011-
2013, this paper is carried out within a larger project exploring diverse linguistic issues of cultural assimilation of Russian-speaking migrants in the 
UK and presents a case-study of the way migrant identities and cultural meanings are interpreted and transferred to the next generation through 
the idea of language upbringing. 

 
Ulrike Lingen-Ali 
 
Ulrike.lingen-ali 
@uni-oldenburg.de 
 
Session   Changing Meanings 
 of Family 
 
Day One   1.15-2.45pm 
 

Children’s Well-Being as Cause for Separation and Divorce?  Experiences and Capabilities of Migrant Single/Lone Mothers in Germany  
 
To date, there is comprehensive research on migrant families in social sciences in Germany, as well as on single/lone parent families. Migrant lone 
families, however, are excluded in both qualitative and quantitative research, although the population of this group amounts to a relevant number. 
A currently ongoing research project on migrant one-parent families in Lower Saxony, Germany (ALMIN) scrutinizes dynamics, complexities and 
diversities of migrant family relations by applying a mixed methods approach. The empirical material – biographical interviews with mothers of 
various nationalities and backgrounds – indicates that mothers often explain and legitimize the process of separation from the children’s father with 
the children’s protection, well-being, future living conditions and options of personal development. Decision-making is here frequently perceived as 
a capability for affiliation (Nussbaum) related to the migration context. Thus, the separation process is presented as a consequence of mothering 
and caring practices and strategies, which is directly intertwined with the mother’s experiences of migration and parental partnership in 
combination with her accounts to national/ethnic belonging. How far is single/lone parenting perceived as an option to live a life apart from 
restrictions and domestic violence? How far is leaving a dysfunctional marriage a strategy of individuation and – depending on the country or 
community of origin – a migration related resource? How do migrant single mothers present the connection between separation and children’s 
living conditions, and how far do their current mothering practices reflect their claims and intentions? In the paper I will present some of the main 
findings and explore different dimensions of separation/filing for divorce: the decision process, negotiations and involvement of family networks 
will be analysed, as well as the retrospective perspective of the biographical narration combined with current expectations for the own and the 
children’s future. Thus, the results provide a deeper knowledge of resources, needs and capabilities of a relevant target group for practitioners and 
policy makers in order to conceptualize and reframe their agendas. 
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Immigrant Mothers as Agents of Change: The Power of Small Things 
 
National discourses on motherhood, family, migration, etc. continue to impact our daily lives in ways that are discriminatory and limiting. Not only 
do they often exclude people of other nations and minorities, but they also tend to be highly normative and tailored to (upper) middle classes. 
National discourses go increasingly hand in hand with neoliberal discourses. Privileging the dominant nation and the dominant classes leads to 
further deepening of social inequalities, both within individual nation states and between them. By literally stepping out of national (and 
nationalized) ideals of motherhood (by physically leaving their country of origin) and stepping into other national ideals of motherhood (of the host 
society), immigrant mothers are in a unique position to question both.  My paper centers on the idea of immigrant mothers as agents of change. I 
will start by dissecting the concept word by word and then discuss which everyday practices immigrant mothers perform hold potential for change. I 
am inspired by Jeffrey Goldfarb's notion of "politics of small things," but argue that people can create power even through those everyday practices 
that do not necessarily involve the act of speech. Social change does not have to occur through action and speech, but can also happen through 
display and observation. What matters is exposure to diverse practices (in sites of meaningful and fleeting encounter) and diverse discourses. 
Although they are usually considered passive acts, seeing, watching, and displaying do hold potential for change. I will finish my paper by briefly 
discussing how these "small things" may affect immigrant mothers themselves, society of the receiving country, and – through social remittances – 
significant others back home. 
 

 
Aija Lulle 

Aija.lulle@gmail.com 
 
Session   Citizenship II 
Day Two  9.45-11.15am 

 

 
Shifting Notion of Neoliberal Motherhood :  From Lives of Latvian Migrant Women in Guernsey 

 
In my paper I focus on a shifting notion of neoliberal motherhood and citizenship as a learning process. I argue that a particular version of a 
neoliberal mother who is also a migrant woman emerges out of the specific socio-economic constraints of post-socialist society and is gradually 
learned individually and collectively. Learning is a process and, as such, citizenship cannot be adequately grasped as something given. As a process, 
citizenship is also a movement with its particular spatio-temporal basis. Conceptualised together, citizenship and migration both are closely 
entwined learning processes. I illustrate these conceptual ideas through a concrete example of migrant mothers engaged in circular migration in the 
EU.Since migrant mothers involved in labour migration often face moral stigmatisation and thus are excluded from a cultural and economic 
citizenship in their countries of origin, I follow the feminist approach by giving voice to those who are often silenced. The case is illustrated by 
examples from in-depth interviews with mothers, providing care through mobility between Latvia and the Channel island of Guernsey (2010-2013). 
In my analysis of repeated episodes of emigration and returns I demonstrate the shift in the idea of who is capable of doing valuable work and 
where. This focus allows to reveal how mothers gained the strength to justify their mobility because they, not the neoliberal  state, provide an 
alternative welfare network for those who stayed behind and enable better futures for their children either back in Latvia or elsewhere in the EU. 
Reasons and outcomes of the emergent neoliberal mother are placed wider context of social changes in Latvia and Europe. 
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Scattered Cartographies : Relating to the Migratory Experience Through Shared Filmmaking 

 
My paper aims to present the result of my arts based research project on the diasporic experience, done through shared filmmaking methodologies. 
My project is entitled “Scattered Cartographies” and it is an auto-ethnographical project, that articulates in a series of diary films, done by using 
participatory methodologies, the migratory experience and its impact on the lives of my child and myself, as a migrant mother moving to Sweden 
and then to the United Kingdom. My project´s outcome were three video diaries done between 2007 and 2013 where I explore our experience of 
migration first to Sweden and then to the United Kingdom. As such I collaborated artistically through video with my own child for seven years, to 
document together our experience of moving out of Portugal, our home country. Our video archive was like an intense and somewhat “living” 
family album and from these, I edited three video-essays (Moving Away From Home (2008), Now it was just make believe (2010) and Un(childhood) 
(2013) that are part of a trilogy entitled scattered cartographies. We applied to our filmmaking context the ‘shared filmmaking techniques’ that 
were first developed by etnographic filmmaker Jean Rouch. Another influence was Nicholas Bourriaud book Relational Aesthetics (1998), that 
describes the aesthetic experience as "a set of artistic practices which take as their theoretical and practical point of departure the whole of human 
relations and their social context, rather than an independent and private space" (113). Our videoarchive includes also a personal archive of S8 films 
from my own childhood and various conversations with other families going through similar processes of migration. 
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tefl@sheilamacdonald.co.uk 
 
Session   Language and 
 the Politics of 
 Everyday 

    
Day One  1.15-2.45pm 

 

 
 “I’ve Got a Hole Inside” : Multilingual Mothers’ Experiences of Raising Children in Another Language 
 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) has been the UK's nationalised programme for migrant adults since 2001. I argue that its main policy 
drivers are economic growth, community cohesion and immigration control, discourses which particularly impact on women from certain ethnic, 
national or linguistic backgrounds. This paper explores how, in the process of accessing ESOL, migrant mothers are positioned within a deficit 
framework of gender, race, religion and poverty whilst simultaneously being held responsible for their children’s transition and integration into 
wider society through the medium of English. My research was carried out with a group of 20 ethnically diverse mothers on ESOL courses in south-
east England. Together, we explored the impact on their mothering of their children growing away from their home language into English on their 
linguistic skills and self- esteem. Such emotional, internal transitions associated with migration and parenting were found to be at least as significant 
in their language learning as were material factors and conditions. In this session, we hear extracts from these discussions. I argue that a feminist 
critical analysis of migrant mothers' relationships with language learning contributes not only to the development of knowledge but also supports 
necessary political and pedagogical strategies of creativity and resistance. In contemporary policy-making, the workings of gender inequality and 
asymmetry can be subtle and difficult to expose. This, I argue, places a responsibility on feminist researchers to create an agenda which recognises 
not only structural and material conditions which impede or constrain women's access to learning, but also attends to the personal, embodied and 
symbolic dimension of their narratives. 
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Caring through Breastfeeding : Making a Contribution through Maternal Work 

 
This presentation problematises themes relating to maternal caring, work and contribution to society by using the findings resulting from my 
engagement with breastfeeding mothers in the North West of England. This presentation makes use of one Polish mother's progression from 
maternal work (breastfeeding) to the professionalisation of her maternal skills (breastfeeding peer supporter, providing a community service) in a 
small town in the North West of England as a focusing device. The rate of births to Polish mothers, who since 2010 have topped the foreign-born 
mothers lists in the UK, is narrated by some of the British media as a 'problem', with Polish mothers routinely vilified as 'benefit scroungers' and 
their maternal behaviour as putting a strain on the NHS (cf. Janta 2013). Conversely, some local authorities note that the maternal behaviours of 
Polish (and overall “Eastern European”) mothers, and in particular breastfeeding, are contributing in a positive sense (PHE “Progress in 
Breastfeeding in London”, NHS Scotland data for 2012, Lancashire Council Children and Young People report). Breastfeeding has been, at least since 
Rousseau, steeped in a nationalist discourse and presented as a practice aimed at creating 'better citizens' (Kipp 1999, Fildes 1998, Yalom 1997). It is 
also a form of (care)work (Gatrell 2011, Boyer 2010), singled out from the wider maternal work ensemble as both a public health 'issue' and a 
quantifiable 'contribution' (Smith & Ingham 2005). With breastfeeding being both presented as an NHS savings-generating mechanism (UNICEF 
2012) and promoted as a socially beneficial practice (Grier and Bryant 2005), could we then argue that migrant mothers investing in the practice are 
making a positive social contribution?  Taking this background into account, I look at the changes in my subject’s understanding of her placement 
within the local migrant (free-mover?) community resulting from the professionalisation of her role, juxtaposed with her own complex 
understandings of where 'home' is. I ask who or what she is making a contribution to and for, probing the understandings of breastfeeding present 
in her 'sending' and 'receiving' countries. 

 
Megumi Nakamura  

 
S0969618@sms.edu.ac.uk 
 
Session   Connecting  
 ‘Here’and ‘There’ 
 Through Mothering 

 
Day One  4.15-5.45pm 
 

 
Migrant Mothers in Mixed Families 
 
Joan Grusec (2011) argues that families, specifically parent-child relationships, is where early socialization takes place, and as a result, where culture 
is created. As such, in order to better understand mothering across borders, instead of focusing on the macro level, I believe it iscritical to begin 
such a discussion by examining the micro level, which is comprised of the family. Women who become mothers abroad face the challenge of finding 
a balance between retaining certain cultural aspects from their home country and setting down roots in the new country. In the present study, 
migrant mothering is further complicated because the women are part of mixed families. As such, they are attempting to, not only raise future 
citizens of Britain, but also prepare them for the Japanese society (Imamura 1990). While their British partners may be somewhat involved, as Song 
(2003) argues, both care work and cultural work continue to be gendered, with women identified as the culture carriers and expected to transmit 
cultural heritages and practices to the next generation. This study is a qualitative, ethnographic project examining twelve Japanese/British families 
through methodological triangulation, with a focus on four areas: language, food, kin, and social networks. The findings include gender inequalities 
in the transmission of culture, as well as the vertical, as opposed to the horizontal transmission of culture. Finally, in order to transmit their 
Japanese culture to their children, the women must actively choose to not fully acculturate into British society. By speaking Japanese, eating 
Japanese foods, visiting their Japanese kin in Japan, and socializing with other Japanese people, the Japanese women may be seen as resisting 
assimilation into British society; however, ironically, this is precisely what allows the Japanese culture to be transmitted to the mixed children while 
living abroad in Britain. 
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Living on the Line : Migrant Mothers and the Everyday Experience of Liminal Enactment Opening up Possibilities for Future Citizens 
 
The term ‘living on the line’ is often used to indicate a state of crisis or a time of intensified disruption into the familiar order of certainty, stability 
and prediction. Yet, for some people living on the line is a regular part of their lives.  This paper will explore the experiences of migrant mothers as a 
group which live their lives on the line between (because they are connected to both) ‘host culture’ and ‘migrant culture’; ‘citizenship’ and 
‘migration’; ‘past’ and ‘present’; ‘inclusion’ and ‘exclusion’; ‘belonging’ and ‘not-belonging’; ‘here’ and ‘there’ on a daily basis. It will consider how 
these experiences of temporal and spatial liminality open up new possibilities for their children’s roles as future citizens.  It will consider how this 
experience of ‘in-between’ is one in which the taken for granted order is neither temporarily suspended nor collapses entirely but is an ongoing 
contingent, fragile state of Being which helps us rethink what citizenship can be and thus has potential transformative/empowering effects for the 
children of migrant women. The paper will explore how such experiences are tied into mundane rather than only high stake forms of insecurity and 
contestation, by focusing on issues surrounding language, leisure, education and familial relations.  
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Session   Education & Food 
Day Two 9.45-11.15am 
 

 
The Role of Children’s Food in the Creation of Multicultural Citizens 
 
This paper presents results from a study, which aimed at producing scientific knowledge to improve initiatives to promote dietary change among 
Danish families with non-Western ethnic minority background.  The project aimed at understanding which elements in existing practices and 
perceptions work to promote or impede such dietary changes from taking place. The paper suggests that in order to avoid the risk of mistakenly 
culturalizing eating and feeding practices which have been formed by for instance structural, ideological, social, psychological or practical conditions 
it is necessary to study in what contexts and exactly how cultural and ethnic identity is considered important by the individuals in question. Analysis 
was based on data from four focus group interviews with mothers of either Pakistani or Turkish background. Results of the focus groups showed 
that mothers’ strategies to alter the diet of the family and children were motivated by two major concerns: 1) the securing of family health and 2) 
the development of multi-cultural eating competencies in their children.  Results also revealed that mothers conceptualized inhibitors to change 
partly in terms of ethnicity and drew upon dichotomies between 'Danish food' and 'Pakistani/Turkish food'. Analysis, however also pointed to 
several indications, that such dichotomies were challenged and in a process of dissolution.  The discussion treats the process of dissolution of ethnic 
distinction in food categories among ethnic minority groups and its possible implication for health promotion. 
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Mothering with Sentence and Ethics : How Women Asylum Seekers and Refugees  
Contest and Alter Ideas of Citizenship Through Making Livable Lives for their Children 

 
From my PhD research with people seeking asylum in Manchester in the UK about what it means to make a livable life in a new country, I show how 
migrant women’s mothering practices involve care for others and self as one route to livability. My extended engagement with women seeking 
asylum and those with refugee status showed that the way in which they speak about these practices is suffused with ethical reasoning, what 
Boaventura de Sousa Santos calls “ethics from below”. Practices of care interwoven with ethical reasoning reveal what Jennifer Mason terms 
“sentient activity” as they negotiate their responses to the world in which they find themselves. Simultaneously, they negotiate and demonstrate 
complex attachments to their ethnic communities and their roles as daughters, wives, workers, consumers and activists as well as mothers. They 
represent themselves as active agents, in some contexts consciously adapting themselves and their accustomed way of life to make lives that 
enable their children to take part in the world around them. On other occasions, they seek to transform the circumstances in which they find 
themselves in order to make that world more livable for their children. Their “sentient activity” and ethical standpoints challenge stereotyped 
perceptions of migrant women as passive victims of patriarchal societies. While their activity is designed to make their children’s lives more livable 
rather than to contest or alter notions of citizenship, its effect is to resist and challenge existing power relations which exclude them from 
recognition as worthy of human rights which are realised through citizenship.  
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Session   Polish Migrant 

Mothers 
 
Day One 4.15-5.45pm 

 
Differences in Raising Migrant Girls and Boys : Polish Mothers in Europe and Transnational Gendered Socialization 

 
The paper stems from qualitative research projects comprising interviews with Polish migrant parents in Norway, Germany and the United 
Kingdom, looking at how gender norms for raising children abroad are shaped and narrated.   While migration scholarship delineates both the 
emancipatory and re-traditionalization effects that mobility may have on gender norms and gender equality (Morokvasic 2006, Slany 2008, 
Szczepanikova 2012), little has been said about how migrant mothers “do gender” within their parenting practices of socializing girls and boys. 
Seeing Polish migrant mothers as active teachers of culture (Vasquez 2010), this paper locates their practices in broader models of child-rearing 
abroad.  In this paper, I investigate gendered socialization and the way in which Polish mothers talk about raising sons and daughters, subsequently 
delineating four models of mothering abroad. These models, including a heritage-driven (Catholic and communism-derived) model of  
(1) “Mother-Pole”, Western (2) “Intensive” and (3) “Feminist” mothering strategies, and, finally, the hybridized (4) “New Migrant Motherhood” 
approach, all showcase distinct stories and visions of what it means to raise children of different genders. While some mothers clearly reflect a 
traditional and patriarchal world view in their practices (sometimes seeing these as a way of preserving their “Polishness”), others purposefully 
make choices associated with fostering gender equality and female empowerment (often contesting what they understand to be Polish mainstream 
discourses and expressing a preference for what they believe to be Western). The presented analysis of the stories of parenting sheds light on the 
gender dimension, potentially influential on the future lives of (Polish) boys and girls and their migrant families across Europe.  
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Work and Childcare Strategies of Polish Migrant Parents in Scotland 
 
This presentation draws on a qualitative study of parents in thirty families who migrated to Scotland after Polish accession to the EU in 2004. It 
investigates the different ways in which these parents negotiate child-care and paid work, looking at how their preferences and choices relate to 
national norms in both Poland and the UK, to their own personal life trajectories, and to the contexts and opportunities available to them in 
Scotland.  In my analysis, I make use of theory relating to labour market change and to women’s preferences in work, drawing on Catherine Hakim’s 
‘Preference Theory’. I look at historical influences and norms stemming from communism and Catholicism in Poland and contrasting ‘Western’ 
influences and I explore the distinct discourses which arise in relation to gender-equality, to children’s care needs and to mothers who stay at home 
with children. I situate the families’ experiences and choices within the policy contexts in Poland and the UK and explore the importance of the 
opportunities provided by the more flexible labour market, greater availability of part-time work and easier access to vocational training for parents 
in the UK than in Poland, and the differences in child-care options available in the two countries.  I identify three types of approach to negotiating 
work and child-care evident among Polish parents in the study: first, men as the main providers and women working in jobs that allow them to 
maintain sole responsibility for child-care; second, a strictly egalitarian division of child-care and paid work between parents; and third a male-
breadwinner model where women stay at home caring for children. I highlight key differences between families that are associated with the 
adoption of these distinct work and care patterns and consider the implications of their adoption for migrant families’ lives in the future. 
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 Intergenerational 
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Day Two  9.45-11.15am 
 

 
Migrant Mothers’ Narratives of Past, Present and Future life :  Creative Choices and Sacrifices for Children’s Futures 
 
Based on theories of belonging and studies of personal life, this presentation will explore migrant mothers’ accounts about children’s future life. 
The presentation will illustrate links between mother’s narratives of their own childhood, their experiences of family life and work in the new 
country and ideas of children’s future life. The findings are drawn from a sample of six interviews with mothers having migrant background in 
Sweden. The analysis, which draws on narrative theory, will be presenting mother’s explanations and arguments for how to care for the children’s 
present and future life. Identified themes include experiences of lack of time, taking caring of family and possible ‘choices’ in own life path and in 
children’s future. The presentation will end up with a discussion of mothers’ ‘sacrifice’ of personal development for the sake of the child.  
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Migrant Motherhood in Photography and Film : The Construction of a Cultural Icon of Care? 
 
In my paper I trace the image of the ‘Migrant Mother’ back to Dorothea Lange’s 1936 photograph Florence Thompson. With the photograph 
commissioned by the American government to ‘introduce America to Americans’ Dorothea Lange formed a modern cultural icon that inspired a 
legacy of visual artists. In Lange’s Migrant Mother photograph manufacturing life and nationhood is presented through the female Madonna-esque 
maternal body as its bearer.  This secular genre of portrait presents the core of what I call ‘materiality of maternity’ - the nucleus of building a life 
encompassing conceptions of motherhood, nationhood, and belonging. I understand the photograph’s power through the punctuation of the 
viewer’s emotional response towards sorrow. Through this reading I focus on debating a concern philosopher Susan Sontag raised in Regarding the 
Pain of Others (2003): viewer’s sympathy is both a proclamation of innocence and impotence. Taking on this point I present a short genealogy of the 
icon of the ‘migrant mother’ in motion pictures. I argue for the power of cinema to create a literacy and a relationality of identifying migrant 
mothers as citizens of the future that transcends the lethargic emotion of sorrowful sympathy. The recognition of iconic ‘migrant mothers’ in the 
utopian space of the visual arts encourages a recognised place outside the frame of photographyand motion pictures. As with Lange’s portrait of 
the Great Depression I ‘introduce’ migrant mothers facing precarious conditions during the Holocaust and Hurricane Katrina in two recent feature 
films: Agnieszka Holland’s (2011) In Darkness and Benh Zeitlin’s (2012) Beasts of the Southern Wild. Both films present the ‘materiality of maternity’ 
through forced migration and complexify understanding ungrounded precarious ‘bare lives’ floating in geopolitical forces. 
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Creative Mothering in the Other-land: Blogs by Migrant Indian Mothers 
 
Migrating to the other-land is a process fraught with remembrance, resistance and constant negotiation. The Diaspora is an ‘in-between’ state with 
contesting pulls of acculturation and nostalgia. The migrant family has to struggle for cohesiveness and identity amidst shifts of geopolitical and, 
often, generational spaces. The migrant mother often has to enact a centripetal role and keep the family rooted in the traditions of the homeland. 
The mother also has to balance this with the need to assimilate, adapt and integrate herself and her offspring in the adopted land.  In this context, 
the paper attempts to look at some blogs written by diasporic Indian mothers as sites of identity re-negotiation for self and offspring. These blogs 
use multiple strategies to engage with the hyphenated and complex identities of migrants.  Some blogs (for instance, recipe-blogs like Bong Mom’s 
Cookbook) have an archival intent, recording and perpetuating cultural traditions of the homeland as legacies for the future, to be passed on to the 
offspring and community. Some collective blogs like Indian Moms Connect – as participatory, interconnected media – are coping strategies against 
alienation, as well as a shared nurturing resource for rearing children as global citizens.  The blogs function as vital tools that enable code-switching 
between the old and new identities: curating memories of the homeland to re-member the mother-nation, communicating necessary information 
and skills for effective migrant mothering and also connecting experientially with the adopted land.  The paper investigates the reach and relevance 
of these blogs through a close analysis of the blog-posts, the readership statistics and the comments generated, as well as interviews with the 
bloggers about how they participate in the blogosphere to negotiate maternal agency mother-work and the politics of difference, and balance the 
multiple identities for self and family.  
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 “Just thinking Somali way, means you are crazy person!”  
Pregnant women from refugee backgrounds describe their (mad-making) experiences with the Edinburgh Depression Scale 

 
This paper explores ethnocentric conceptualisations which have long informed the development and application of standard psychological 
screening tools. We focus on the Edinburgh Depression Scale (EDS), which is widely translated and used internationally to assess the mental health 
status of pregnant women/new mothers (and increasingly other populations such as men/fathers). We discuss data from interviews with 
interpreters working in a hospital antenatal clinic who were asked to discuss their experiences of translating the tool for women from refugee 
backgrounds. Some women were newly settled in Australia and anticipating first-time motherhood (and were hence unfamiliar with Western 
maternity settings); their cultural norms often had little correspondence with those of the host country. Although different sources make different 
claims regarding the languages into which the EDS has been translated and validated, we could find no evidence of validation for use through an 
interpreter, despite their central role in maternity provision for this group of women.  A lack of familiarity with vernacular language and ‘Western’ 
terminology, and questions which focus on abstract concepts, were especially problematic not least because they tend to be culturally specific and 
frequently lack a ‘translatable’ equivalent which has meaning and relevance for the women concerned.  Staff administering the tool, including 
experienced Interpreters recognised, and attempted to overcome, difficulties in understanding by rephrasing questions to take account of women’s 
circumstances and experiences. Re-interpretation of questions, however, raises issues about objectivity and the reliability of scores, and whether 
the tool is ‘fit for purpose’. Our findings call for a closer examination of the ethnocentric assumptions underpinning the EDS, and the need to 
incorporate a more diverse range of cross-cultural understandings into future iterations. We suggest this will not only improve the accuracy of 
perinatal mental health diagnoses but also prevent maternal expressions of cultural difference as “crazy”. 
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Motherhood and Transit Migration Experiences of Centro American Women in Mexico 
 
This paper focuses on the meaning of motherhood for Central American women migrants in the process of transit migration through Mexico to the 
United States. Each year there is an increasing number of women leaving Centro American countries like Honduras and El Salvador, strongly 
affected by economic crisis and social violence, looking for work opportunities abroad to sustain their families. According to estimations, women 
participation in migrant flows from those countries crossing Mexico reaches up to 20% of the transit migrant population. This paper is based on a 
field work- study in two Mexican border towns, Tijuana in the North and Tapachula on the Mexican South, spotlighting the migration process of 
women from Honduras and El Salvador on their way to the United States. It takes into account the very specific strategies migrant women use to 
realise mothering practices in the transnational space of migration. Those practices are shaped by the impact of migration policies, of organized 
crime and armed conflict on the route of migration as well as by the particular effects of gender relations. By focusing on the meaning of 
motherhood to those migrant mothers and their migration experiences I explore the relation between motherhood and migration in this specific 
context. At one hand motherhood is a reason for migration; on the other hand motherhood might become a strategy or alternative for migration 
itself, because in the specific Mexican context it enables women to gain access to basic rights: free and save movement, access to decent work and 
finally citizenship. 
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