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Opposition proposes longer prison terms of up to
12 years for electoral crimes

Tougher penalties for those who adulterate the election results are included in Renamo's proposal
to amend electoral legislation. Renamo calls for penalties of between 8 and 12 years imprisonment
and fines of up to 48 times the minimum wage, plus expulsion from the state apparatus if the offender
works in the public administration. MDM which suggests lighter penalties, ranging from two to four
years imprisonment, and fines of up to 15 times the minimum wage. A debate on changes to the
electoral law is on the agenda for parliament, which convenes next week.

Renamo proposes that anyone who votes more than once should be punished with a prison term of
between 8 and 12 years and a fine equivalent to 24 times the minimum wage paid in the public
administration. But anyone who introduces extra votes into a ballot box or who seizes a box
containing votes could have their fine increased to 36 times the minimum wage. The fine could be
increased to 48 times the minimum wage when the offenders are members of the polling station
staff.

Prison of 2 to 8 years and fines of between 12 and 18 times the minimum wage are proposed by
Renamo for: polling station staff who:

+ invalidate ballot papers with ink or other marks;
+ refuses to receive complaints, protests and counter-protests from the political parties;

+ does not “read aloud the serial number of the ballot paper” duriing the count (a check that ballots
are not from a differnet polling station and used for stuffing); and

+ preventing the entry or departure of a party monitor from the polling station (with a reduced fine 6-
12 times the minimum wage).

Insurgency in Cabo Delgado means rural zones not
safe for registration
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The National Elections Commission has not yet decided on how to hold voter registration in Cabo
Delgado province, but sources in the election management bodies say registration will probably be
held in district capitals and locality headquarters, where there is greater security.

Last year in the municipality of Mocimboa da Praia registration was held only in the municipal area,
and not in the entire district, and this will be followed again.

Chair of the Cabo Delgado Provincial Elections
Commission has died

The chair of the Cabo Delgado Provincial Elections Commission, Albino Pariela, died today, 14
February. So far, the causes of his death are not known.
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