
OU Orchestra and Chamber Music Club Committee Meeting
Monday 11th December 2006, 12:00 to 1:00pm

Present
June Edwards, Ian Every, Sarah Hack, Laurence Holden, Tessa Holden, Tim Hunt, David Massey, Bill Strang.

Minutes of the previous meeting

All matters arising appear later in the agenda.
0.5 October concert comments

We got away with it. It turned a corner during the last few rehearsals, and the audience enjoyed it and told us so. (In the end we used one planned and one emergency stiffener.) It was commented that a few players had been attracted to the orchestra by the challenging programme.
2. Music for the year ahead

The principal of playing more music in rehearsals that we plan to perform in concerts, and using this as a way to try out pieces before we commit to performing them, is a good one. However, this should not be used as an excuse for not planning programmes properly. Where there is a slot in a programme we are trying to fill, we should get music from a shortlist of pieces for that slot.
As the dollar exchange rate is currently very favourable, buying music is quite cheap (~£40 for a full set), and so it would be sensible to buy some music each term, where the pieces we want are available.

1. Music for the next concert

We have the parts for the Alice Mary Smith Symphony, but there is only a single copy of each part and they are on single sheets. Bill will give the parts to June who will make copies and assemble. 
Action: June, Bill
For an overture we have two possibilities. The Magic flute overture, for which we already have the parts, or a Rossini Overture (harder, particularly stylistically) with appropriate instrumentation (which? Tessa has an idea and will advise). June will get parts for the Rossini, and we will play both then decide.
Action: Tessa, June
Rossini fits better stylistically (light operetta) with the AMS.
For the third piece (second in running order), we will find an English piece, which could be later than the AMS. One suggestion is Butterworth, Banks of the Green Willow which we can borrow from the Wolverton Light Orchestra. Tessa will arrange to borrow it.
Action: Tessa
Fantasia on Greensleeves has been mentioned, but is for a smaller orchestra.

Anyone with other suggestion should check the orchestration (publisher’s catalogues, e.g. http://www.breitkopf.com/downloads/kataloge/pdf_en/22_Orch07e.pdf are the place to look), then forward suggestions to Bill. We are looking for pieces for strings, wind, 2 horns, 3 trumpets and 3 trombones. Bill will circulate the suggestions before the next meeting, then we will decide which to get.
Action: All, Bill
3. Any issues from the post AGM discussion

We discussed the evening rehearsal pattern. See 5.
4. Pattern of the year revisited

Deferred to the next meeting.

5. Rehearsals up to May

First rehearsal after Christmas will be Friday 12th January.

We should experiment with the staging during the term, to see if it helps and we want to us it in the concert.

The concert is Friday 18th May. We cannot get the OLT for the preceding two Friday lunchtimes, which is not ideal.
Evening rehearsals: two on Friday is not ideal, but finding a better arrangement is not necessarily possible. Some people do not want to bring in instruments more than once per week. We cannot get a booking for the Friday evening before 6:00pm, but will plan to rehears 5:30 to 7:30pm as usual, assuming that the previous people won’t actually take a full hour to clear the hall. The other extra rehearsal will be Tuesday 15th May, 5:15 to 6:45pm. Tessa to Book the OLT and negotiate with other clubs who might normally be in there.
Action Tessa
We will have a workshop. Date to be decided.
Tessa to send all rehearsal dates to Tim for him to put on the web site.
Action: Tessa, Tim
6. Carol concert

Preparations going OK, but more time would have been nice to fully explore the possibilities of the music.
It is nice to have someone else (Christian Forum) dealing with the practical arrangements.
7. Evelyn Glennie

Deferred to the next meeting.

Any other business

Should we ever do repeat performances, or perform in the evening when other people could hear us? Not at this stage.
Next Meeting

Monday 8th January, 12:00pm. Followed by an optional New Year Drink in the Cellar Bar and the chance to try a game of Go.
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