OUOCMC committee meeting 

Monday 19th February 2007

Present

Bill, David, June, Laurence, Sara, Steve, Tessa

Apologies

Claire, Dave, Ian, Jane, Tim

1. Minutes of meeting date 24th January

Tessa to produce categorised membership list -  still outstanding                  Action: Tessa
Tessa to draft new members document – this was circulated on 12th February. Tessa would welcome comments by Tuesday 27th February



Action: everyone

Butterworth music has been borrowed 

Tessa to send schedule – June only had a hard copy of Bill’s music procurement schedule. Tessa’s document is wider ranging, but she may not get this finished in the near future. We wondered if committee documents as this could be put on a limited access area of the website, or possibly put in a shared area. Tim should be consulted       Action: Tessa, Tim
Club Fair

This is on Wednesday 4th April lunchtime. Steve will put together a poster using orchestra photos. We need volunteers to be around to speak to potential players.            Action: Steve
Timpani storage

Tessa has not had time to pursue this                                                                Action: Tessa
2. May Concert

Bill suggested the best programme would be: Rossini – Overture to La Cenerentola, Butterworth Banks of Green Willow, Alice Mary Smith – Symphony in C minor. The committee concurred.

Bill will draft something for Jane to submit to Open House by Friday 23rd February (deadline Monday 26th February). Sara will start thinking about posters. Jane will be asked to help edit programmes (Bill to write blurb, Tessa to provide list of players, Sara to track down picture of AMS and see if we can use it).                                                               Action Bill, Jane, Sara
Tessa has negotiated the use of the Old Lecture Theatre for Tuesday 15th May evening and for future Tuesdays before concerts (if we give enough notice) with the Dance Group.

Tessa advertised for new players, and a new cellist has joined the orchestra. We now have eight cellists likely to play in the concert if Felicity is able to. If neither Nick Dytham nor Yvonne Alton play, Tessa will ask either Felicity or Jo to play bass. We have many violinists but only two viola players. Laurence and Tessa will contact associates, and see if Sarah is prepared to rehearse regularly. Steve will speak to Vince (possibly about trombone). Tessa will speak to Heather and Ron de Lima about viola playing. Laurence is learning viola as fast as he can.                                                                          Action: Laurence, Steve, Tessa

Tessa has made no progress with trombones – we may need to pay for extra trombonists. Steve confirmed this should be fine. Bill or Tessa will speak to Shirley about playing trumpet for this concert.                                                                                       Action: Bill, Tessa
Bill told Laurence there may be more Luton lollipops before the concert.

Claire Hedges has been unable to attend many rehearsals so for this concert Mike Britton will lead and Adele will sit next to him on the front desk.

3. Sectionals

The best date for this would be Friday 23rd March (it was thought 9th March was too early). Bill has made a list of what needs doing. Graham is now free on Fridays and may be able to help. Tessa will contact him to ask. It would be best to have strings in OLT and wind in Recital Room with some overlap in rehearsal times. Tessa will book Recital Room      Action: Tessa

NB Since the meeting Bill has said his preferred date for sectionals is 9th March and he would rather run both sectionals alone. This can be confirmed by email.
Bill would like a full rehearsal on 30th to obtain full benefit from sectionals. David/ Tessa will ask for orchestra for availability for 30th March (this had been shown as no rehearsal)

                                                                                                                  Action: David/Tessa

4. Music for October

Having spoken to various members of the orchestra and John Byron, it looks as if the Grieg piano concerto may be a safer bet than the Schumann. John has played it before. It is not too difficult, although there are challenges for various sections of the orchestra. It will require four horns and three trombones, so Shirley could have a horn part. We will need a very strong first horn player. It was decided that we go for the Grieg (so June can start getting music) 

                                                                                                                               Action: June

Bill would like suggestions of one long piece of music to accompany it about 15 minutes long (possibly Sibelius) 

                                                                                                                                Action: All

5. Workshop

Options for a workshop (which will be in the Church because of the piano) are end of June or early July, possibly in August (though it can be difficult picking up music after a break) or September/ October. Tessa will check when the Church is free. Bill will ask John about his availability.                                                                                             Action: Tessa, Bill

6. Evelyn Glennie

Laurence is keen to start a subgroup to progress this (like the one to sort out room bookings…) Steve has spoken to Derek Prior on behalf of Choir and been told there was little enthusiasm for making much of the 40th anniversary celebrations.

7. New wind players

As the orchestra’s stated aim is to have three of each type of woodwind player, then we are one flute and one clarinet short. Tessa has been approached by a flautist who is keen to play and there is a grade 7 flautist on the waiting list. It is difficult to tell how good a player either might be. We don’t like the idea of auditions – too much pressure and they don’t assess how a person might play in the orchestra. Tessa suggested that she contact two flute players and suggest that they come and play with the orchestra for a few weeks (at different times, before we get into the concert run up), so they can judge us and we can judge them. We can then decide whether to invite them to join the orchestra or not.

Next meeting

Tuesday 13th March

And the one after that

Tuesday 17th April

