OU Orchestra and Chamber Music Club Committee Meeting
Tuesday 22nd January, 2008, 1:00 – 2:00
Present

Bill, Laurence (chair), Tim, Clare, Mike, Sarah, Jane, David, Tessa, Elaine (secretary).
Apologies
June, Ian, Debbie, Steve.

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Christmas concert had successfully taken place.

Action brought forward

Register on the website 



Action: David, Bill, Tim


New members document



Action : Tessa, Tim


Schedule document →website


Action: Tessa, Tim.

2. Music for the May Concert
The choice of Brahms Second Symphony or Dvořak’s Eighth Symphony was the major discussion item.

Bill provided an extensive summary of the views he had received from members of the orchestra and gave his personal views based on this feedback and the rehearsals. This was circulated to members of the committee before the meeting.
The Committee expressed their gratitude to the members of their orchestra who gave their opinions and to Bill for producing the summary of these.
It was felt that canvassing feedback in this way was an improvement on simply asking people’s preferences at rehearsals.

It was decided that the main work at the May concert should be Dvořak’s Eighth Symphony.
A recommendation was made that the Brahms Symphony should be reviewed during the year and could form the major work in a later concert.

It was felt that a whole afternoon (2 – 5.30) workshop on Dvořak’s Eighth would be useful and dates of March 30th and April 27th were suggested. These dates would be put on the website for the Orchestra to comment on.







Action: David, Tim, Clare.

3. October Concert
Bill had looked at the score of Elgar’s ‘cello concerto and concluded that it was too difficult for the orchestra at present and had a very fragmentary use of the orchestra which was similar to chamber music. He had also looked at the other cello pieces available. However,  two are by Dvorak whom we have now chosen as the main composer in our May concert, while the Rococo Variations by Tchaikovsky uses a smaller orchestra than we need to cater for, and Kol Nidrei is very short

Bill proposed that a programme using a vocal soloist would be a good alternative. It was felt that using a vocalist would be a good alternative providing the orchestra with a different experience of a song cycle or opera excerpts rather than a concerto.  
It was decided to explore the use of a vocal soloist.










Action:Bill

4. Schedule

Laurence produced a schedule showing key events. It was agreed that this should be adopted. Planning for the October concert was behind schedule but should have caught up by May.

5. Committee Meetings for 2008

It was agreed that committee meetings should be held every month except August. The later time of 1 – 2 p.m. seemed to be more suitable and will be adopted if a suitable venue can be found. A provisional list of dates would be circulated. The OU choir would be contacted to ensure that Orchestra and choir meetings were not too close together.







Action: Laurence, Debbie, Elaine 
6. Items for Next Meeting

October concert
Publicity

7. AOB
Tessa noted that at present she was the only contact for publicity. It was decided that Tim should contact the choir publicity person with a view to putting all publicity for both on the classical music list.









Action: Tim
