OU Orchestra and Chamber Music Club
Notes on informal meeting held following AGM on Tuesday, 4th November, 2008.

The discussion was centred around the challenges facing the Orchestra in 2009.
1. Bill was unable to conduct during 2009 due to his commitment to the 40th Anniversary celebrations. Graham Reid has agreed to act as conductor for the year.

2. The major refurbishment of the dining areas and common room adjacent to the Old Lecture Theatre meant that it was likely to be noisy and dusty in the OLT. It could be OK for rehearsals but if not these could be held in the church. Estates have gone back to the builders to see if it is possible to come to an arrangement that they stopped work during concerts. Alternative off-campus sites were being considered. These included the Chrysalis theatre, the Stables and a local school.

3. A questionnaire had been given out to the audience at the October concert to try and gauge whether there would be an audience for an off-site or evening concert. 23 replies had been received and the results will be sent round. A questionnaire will be given to Orchestra members.

4. The period between the October concert and December 2008 was the first time that the Orchestra was really free to try out pieces. There have been a number of suggestions that the Orchestra play ‘alternative’ music, e.g. film music or light music. Dennis will be conducting a rehearsal in which the Orchestra would try out some music of this kind.

The position would be kept under review.

Points made during the discussion

Cliff raised the possibility that a concert could be given twice - once on campus and once off-site.  The off-site one could be branded as 40th anniversary outreach.
Sara asked that at least one piece in a concert was ‘easier’.

Jane pointed out that the choice of music should be attractive to an audience.

Bill said that playing big pieces such as symphonies was difficult as the Orchestra had to see the piece as a whole. 

It was noted that the choice of music had to be a balance between involving all the players, not being too hard and appealing to the audience.

Jo raised the possibilty that we put on one concert a year rather than two or perform one concert twice.
June said that the October concert was always difficult because of the summer break and members going on holiday in September. A suggestion was that there was no concert in October but the orchestra prepared a piece for Christmas.

The possibility of rehearsing through the summer was raised but considered impractical.

It was agreed that the timetable would be looked at.
An attempt would be made to set up a proper suggestion area and an attendance sheet on-line.

