OU Orchestra and Chamber Music Club
Committee Meeting
Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 7th October, 2008, 12.45 – 1.45 p.m.

Present

Bill, Tessa, Jane, June, Ian, Clare, Laurence (chair), Elaine (secretary)
Apologies

Sara, David, Heather
1. October 2008 concert
A percussion trio had been assembled to help out with the Borodin. Tessa was thanked for arranging this.

All the percussion instruments needed apart from the cymbals would be present by Friday
10th October. 
(Note All percussion instruments including cymbals were present on 10th October.)

There would be a good turnout for the Friday lunchtime rehearsal but several members could not make the evening rehearsals.
An announcement of the concert had appeared in Open House in the People section. An announcement would appear in What’s on on the website but the concert was not considered to be News.
Jane had sent information to local newspapers and  MKWeb.
Agreed. That all members of the Orchestra would be urged to put up posters as this would be the main route for alerting OU staff to the concert.

Agreed. That there would be no rehearsal on the Friday following the concert.
2. October – Christmas
That Dennis Pim had expressed interest in the suggestion that he conduct one or two rehearsals of ‘light’ music, possibly providing a play out piece for the Carol Concert.

Agreed. That the Orchestra be informed that rehearsals between October and Christmas would be for trying out pieces. 
3. 2009 Concerts

Received. 1) A document from Laurence giving information on his visits to various alternative venues. 

2) A draft questionnaire from Tessa for the audience at the October 2008 concert.

Agreed. That Committe members would give individual comments on the questionnaire to Tessa.

Laurence had discussed initial thinking about the Spring 2009 concert with Graham Reid.
The venues investigated were Chrysalis Theatre, Camphill and The Stables, Wavendon for Spring 2009 and Oakgrove and Walton High Schools for October 2009.

All 4 venues were feasible and had some advantages. David Rose, Head of Milton Keynes Music Service, was supportive and would be attending the upcoming concert. Peter Barnes was keen on the concert being part of the OU 40th Anniversary celebrations and thought an outside venue would emphasise the OU’s role in the community. An e-mail had been sent to Derek Prior who has some kind of link to The Stables.

Noted. The OU Choir Committee had rejected the idea of an off-site concert.

Whilst the committee appreciated the attractions of an off-site concert, it was felt that the practical implications, particularly of the extra time demand over a lunchtime, were significant. It was suggested that we should keep using the OLT as a default option, but continue to explore other options as a contingency.
The possibility that the hire of the marquee for the anniversary cellebrations could be extended for a week before or after 27th June was noted. 

There would be a follow-up meeting with Estates on Monday, 13th October.

Agreed. The Orchestra would be told that a questionnaire was going to be distributed to the audience but the questionnaire to the Orchestra would only be circulated after the concert.

4. Budget 
Stephen had notified the Committee that the University had agreed to give £1550 to OUOCMC, though a decision from the OU Club had not yet been received.
5. Next meeting

It was proposed that a committee meeting be held soon after the AGM to discuss venues for 2009 concerts in the light of the questionnaire results.

The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday 2nd December.
6. AGM
The AGM will take place on Tuesday, 4th November 1 – 2 p.m. in the Church.
