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From
Debbie M Dixon
Head of Publications

Email
d.m.dixon

Extension
52451

To
OU Orchestra committee (you know who you are!)
Subject
OU Orchestra Minutes

Date
18 April 2008

Memorandum

Minutes – 15th April 2008
Apologies: June Edwards

Minutes of the last meeting: Accepted

May concert

Sarah showed some examples of the poster for the May concert. After some discussion between members it was agreed to use a more ‘neutral’ image. Poster design still to be finalised. Action, Sarah.

Copy for the programme is now in. Committee agreed to increase pagination.

Ian explained that he would not be available to act as Concert Manager at the May concert as he was on annual leave, however he did stress that the room would be as ready as it could be prior to the concert. Action, Laurence to source additional help.
Bill raised concern that attendance was patchy and for the final rehearsal only 36 out of 60 people had committed to attend. Action, David and Laurence to send out reminders to orchestra members.
Committee agreed there will be no rehearsal on 23 May 2008.
October concert
In June’s absence, Laurence mentioned that the parts for the October concert are on their way!
Bill mentioned that workshop dates need to be finalised and that it was essential to check availability of woodwind players for the workshop and the October concert. The 13th July (2pm to 5.30pm) was suggested as a date. Action, Clare to check availability of Old Lecture Theatre and Common Room.
Tessa presented a paper outlining suggestions to choosing repertoire. In short the suggestions are 1) smaller group to select music; 2) external person to advise on selection; 3) select more music earlier and then reject less popular/harder pieces and 4) try out pieces for longer before making a selection. A discussion followed. Action, it was agreed to take this up again at the meeting in May.

Tim presented his proposal for the web which would hopefully encourage other orchestra members to submit their suggestions for music. Action, Tim to put up web page.

Laurence suggested it would be a good idea to produce a printed newsletter at the start of term. Committee liked the idea. Action, to discuss in more depth at May meeting.
David suggested that the period between October and the Christmas concert should be used to try out new pieces as opposed to preparing a new piece for the December concert. A discussion followed. Action, agreed.
AOB

Bill raised concern that less players are committing to the choir orchestra and it was becoming increasingly difficult to resource players. A short discussion followed including the idea of a joint venture. Action, to be carried over to May meeting.

Date of next meeting

20th May 1pm to 2pm Church
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