OU Orchestra and Chamber Music Club Committee Meeting
Tuesday 4th December, 2007, 12:00 – 1.15

Present

Bill, Laurence (chair), Tim, June, David, Elaine (secretary).
Apologies

Tessa, Jane, Clare, Sara, Mike, Ian, Debbie, Steve.

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
There had been an offer to provide a store for the timpani under the stairs in the wind tunnel.

The October concert had successfully taken place.

Action brought forwards


Register on the website 



Action: David, Bill, Tim


New members document



Action : Tessa, Tim


Schedule document →website


Action: Tessa, Tim.

2. Preparation for the Carol Concert

Rehearsal on 14th December This will be at the normal time.

Cellists 2 or 3 more cellists may have been found.
Percussion Steve’s piece requires many percussion instruments. The orchestra is still reliant on MK music services to provide additional instruments. It is difficult to obtain these instruments at this time of the year.
Tchaikovsky This piece remains optional and can be dropped if the Orchestra wish.

Next Christmas Many people are busy at this time of year and it was suggested that the Orchestra’s contribution to the Carol Concert should be less ambitious; perhaps even just carols.

3. Future Repertoire

The following suggestions were noted:

Elgar

Bavarian Dances

Elgar

Cello Concerto

Brahms 
Academic Festival Overture.

4. Schedule for 2008

A draft schedule was circulated. This is to be put on the website as a provisional timetable without dates for sectional rehearsals and workshops.
Action: Tim.
Concerts These would be on 16th May and 17th October. There will be two sectional rehearsals and a workshop but the timing if these would depend on the piece(s) chosen for the concerts.

Easter This fell inconveniently in 2008 so that school holidays did not cover Easter week. The dates of rehearsals around this time would be confirmed later.

5. Music for May Concert

Brahms It was generally agreed that Brahms’ Third Symphony was too difficult and would be dropped. The Second Symphony was more feasible but the second movement would prove very challenging for the Orchestra. If we went ahead with this piece, it would require commitment from January onwards. 

It was agreed that the Orchestra should commit to Brahms Second, but that the music for Dvořák’s Seventh or Eighth Symphonies should be obtained as a fallback should the Brahms prove too challenging after a couple of weeks. 

Action :June.

Strauss - Blue Danube Waltz  This was suggested by Bill as a suitable partner piece for Brahms Second Symphony.




Action : June
6. October Concert

The Elgar Cello Concerto was put forward as a suggestion. There was a local professional cellist who was available for this. This should be explored further and a decision made by the end of February.


Action: Bill, Laurence.
7. Date of Next Meeting

This was not discussed but ought to be decided.

Post Meeting Note: Subsequent to the committee discussion, further investigation of the position has led to a revised start point for next term, with the plan now being to play the Brahms in rehearsal week 1 and Dvorak No. 8 in week 2, followed by a consultation with the orchestra to then resolve which piece to progress for the May concert.

