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Moving FLAN forward/next steps

Afternoon group discussion: Share your thoughts and views on:
1. Major and emerging MOOC research themes
2. Key recent papers & MOOC tools
3. FLAN priorities for next 3 years & suggestions for how to move forward & next steps

Draft thematic analysis of FLAN talks 2013 -18 
To facilitate discussions: 137 FLAN presentation titles and slides (where available) from 2013–18 as 
listed on the FutureLearn partners site were grouped into 9 priority areas for MOOC research as 
identified in the 2016 FutureLearn research compendium (Ferguson et al. 2016). An additional 
“research” theme was created to accommodate talks focussed on research methods, tolls, 
literature reviews  as well. 52 subthemes were found across the 9 areas (research theme was not 
further analysed). 



Themes of FLAN talks 2013 – 2018

1. Develop strategic approach to MOOCs
2. Expand the benefits of teaching and 

learning in MOOCs
3. Offer well-designed assessment and 

accreditation
4. Widen participation and extend 

access. 
5. Develop and make effective use of 

appropriate pedagogies
6. Support the development of 

educators 
7. Make effective use of learning design
8. Develop methods of quality assurance 
9. Address issues related to privacy and 

ethics.
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52 subthemes found  (nb: Research area are not analysed further)

Note: List of MOOC tools mentioned in talks
Analytics tools (FLx)
Comment Discovery Tool
FLingo
GNUPlot
Learning manager
nQuire

Plagiarism tool
R tools
RapidMiner
SageMathCloud

Social media
Teacherbot
UoS Dashboard
Xerox Incremental 
Parser



10 most popular subthemes (grouped by area)
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