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Increasing citations: Creation, Curation & Community. 
Reading List 

Creation: Titles 
Why do academics choose useless titles for articles and chapters? Four steps to getting a better title. 
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2014/02/05/academics-choose-useless-titles/ 

Creation: Names 
SAGE Author names Guidelines 

https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/author-names-guidelines_0.docx 

ORCID http://orcid.org/  

Creation: Abstracts 
Your essential ‘how-to’ guide to writing good abstracts 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/06/20/essential-guide-writing-good-abstracts/ 

The Writing Centre at UNC-Chapel Hill: Abstracts 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/abstracts/ 

Scientists: ignore the rules on writing to get citations 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/scientists-ignore-rules-writing-get-citations 

THE article reporting a research project that found that papers with long abstracts are associated 
with higher citations. 

Ten Simple (Empirical) Rules for Writing Science, Cody J. Weinberger, James A. Evans,  Stefano 
Allesina. PLOS Computational Biology, Published: April 30, 2015 DOI: 10.1371/journal.pcbi.1004205  

Creation: Search Engine Optimization 
Search Engine Optimization: For Authors 
(http://www.wiley.com/legacy/wileyblackwell/pdf/SEOforAuthorsLINKSrev.pdf) 

Search Engine Optimization and Your Journal Article: Do you want the bad news first? 
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2013/07/23/search-engine-optimization-and-your-journal-article-
do-you-want-the-bad-news-first/  

Get Found – optimize your research articles for search engines 
(https://www.elsevier.com/connect/get-found-optimize-your-research-articles-for-search-engines) 

Maximising the Exposure of Your Research: Search Engine Optimisation and why it matters 

https://methodsblog.wordpress.com/2015/12/18/seo/  

Blog post covering writing keywords, titles and abstracts for search engine optimisation. 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2014/02/05/academics-choose-useless-titles/
https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/author-names-guidelines_0.docx
http://orcid.org/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2011/06/20/essential-guide-writing-good-abstracts/
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/abstracts/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/scientists-ignore-rules-writing-get-citations
http://www.wiley.com/legacy/wileyblackwell/pdf/SEOforAuthorsLINKSrev.pdf
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2013/07/23/search-engine-optimization-and-your-journal-article-do-you-want-the-bad-news-first/
http://exchanges.wiley.com/blog/2013/07/23/search-engine-optimization-and-your-journal-article-do-you-want-the-bad-news-first/
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/get-found-optimize-your-research-articles-for-search-engines
https://methodsblog.wordpress.com/2015/12/18/seo/
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Creation: How to publish in scholarly journals 
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/91173/Brochure_UPP_April2015.pdf 

Creation: Make your research readable 
Writing for Research blog Patrick Dunleavy https://medium.com/@Write4Research  

Say it once, say it right: Seven strategies to improve your academic writing. 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2014/09/04/seven-strategies-to-improve-academic-
writing-dunleavy/  

Explorations of style: a blog about academic writing http://explorationsofstyle.com/ 

seven reasons why journals reject papers http://patthomson.net/2013/05/20/seven-reasons-why-
paper-are-rejected-by-journals/  

40 paragraphs Research as a second language  http://secondlanguage.blogspot.co.uk/p/40-
paragraphs.html  

Creation: Open Access 
Think Check Submit http://thinkchecksubmit.org/  

Beall’s List https://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/  

Sad case of Jeffrey Beall http://citesandinsights.info/civ14i4.pdf  

OASPA http://oaspa.org/  

Creation: Self Citations 
Self citation rate Social sciences plus Law s, Centre for Science and Technology Studies, 2007 
http://www.socialsciencespace.com/2014/07/should-self-citation-count/  

Creation: Licenses 
Guide to Creative Commons for humanities and social science monograph authors' 

http://oapen-uk.jiscebooks.org/files/2011/01/CC-Guide-for-HSS-Monograph-Authors-CC-BY.pdf 

Curation: Author profiles  
ResearcherID http://www.researcherid.com/  

Scopus Author Profile https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus  

Google Scholar Citations https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=new_profile&hl=en  

ORCID http://orcid.org/  

ResearchGate https://www.researchgate.net/home  

Academia.edu https://www.academia.edu/  

OU Peoples Profiles (e.g. http://www.open.ac.uk/people/mb5969)  

ORO (e.g. http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/sm577.html)  

https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/91173/Brochure_UPP_April2015.pdf
https://medium.com/@Write4Research
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2014/09/04/seven-strategies-to-improve-academic-writing-dunleavy/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2014/09/04/seven-strategies-to-improve-academic-writing-dunleavy/
http://explorationsofstyle.com/
http://patthomson.net/2013/05/20/seven-reasons-why-paper-are-rejected-by-journals/
http://patthomson.net/2013/05/20/seven-reasons-why-paper-are-rejected-by-journals/
http://secondlanguage.blogspot.co.uk/p/40-paragraphs.html
http://secondlanguage.blogspot.co.uk/p/40-paragraphs.html
http://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/
http://citesandinsights.info/civ14i4.pdf
http://oaspa.org/
http://www.socialsciencespace.com/2014/07/should-self-citation-count/
http://oapen-uk.jiscebooks.org/files/2011/01/CC-Guide-for-HSS-Monograph-Authors-CC-BY.pdf
http://www.researcherid.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=new_profile&hl=en
http://orcid.org/
https://www.researchgate.net/home
https://www.academia.edu/
http://www.open.ac.uk/people/mb5969
http://oro.open.ac.uk/view/person/sm577.html
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Mendeley (https://www.mendeley.com/home/d/?e=201)  

Community: Social Media 
6 Tips for Using Online Scientific Networks to Your Advantage 

http://blog.addgene.org/tips-tools-online-social-networking-for-scientists 

The verdict: is blogging or tweeting about research papers worth it? 
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2012/04/19/blog-tweeting-papers-worth-it/ 

10 Twitter Tactics to increase your engagement http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/twitter-
tactics-to-increase-engagement/ 

 

Measuring: Metrics 
 

Bibliometrics 
 

The OU Library’s intranet page on bibliometrics 
http://intranet6.open.ac.uk/library/main/supporting-ou-research/bibliometrics  

Definition of h-index https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H-index  

How Journal Impact Factor is calculated http://admin-
apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_impfact.htm  

Explanation of Scopus’s metrics https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/features/metrics  

Explanation of Google Scholar’s metrics https://scholar.google.co.uk/intl/en/scholar/metrics.html  

About Journal Citation Reports http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_jcrabout.htm  

Bibliometrics: an introduction 
https://dspace.ndlr.ie/bitstream/10633/27346/5/Bibliometrics%20introductory%20overview%20bo
oklet.pdf  

Use and misuse of the Impact Factor 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/14772000.2012.753716  

Why you should not use the journal impact factor to evaluate research 
http://www.editage.com/insights/why-you-should-not-use-the-journal-impact-factor-to-evaluate-
research  

Sick of impact factors http://occamstypewriter.org/scurry/2012/08/13/sick-of-impact-factors/  

Four great reasons to stop caring so much about the h-index http://blog.impactstory.org/four-great-
reasons-to-stop-caring-so-much-about-the-h-index/   

 

https://www.mendeley.com/home/d/?e=201
http://blog.addgene.org/tips-tools-online-social-networking-for-scientists
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2012/04/19/blog-tweeting-papers-worth-it/
http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/twitter-tactics-to-increase-engagement/
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http://intranet6.open.ac.uk/library/main/supporting-ou-research/bibliometrics
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http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_impfact.htm
http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_impfact.htm
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/features/metrics
https://scholar.google.co.uk/intl/en/scholar/metrics.html
http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_jcrabout.htm
https://dspace.ndlr.ie/bitstream/10633/27346/5/Bibliometrics%20introductory%20overview%20booklet.pdf
https://dspace.ndlr.ie/bitstream/10633/27346/5/Bibliometrics%20introductory%20overview%20booklet.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/14772000.2012.753716
http://www.editage.com/insights/why-you-should-not-use-the-journal-impact-factor-to-evaluate-research
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Altmetrics 
 

Altmetric http://www.altmetric.com/  

Plum Analytics http://plumanalytics.com/  

Impact Story https://impactstory.org/  

Ranking Altmetrics (The Top 20 OU Publications as ranked by Altmetrics) 
http://www.open.ac.uk/blogs/the_orb/?p=537  

Enter Alternative Metrics: Indicators that capture the value of research and richness of scholarly 
discourse http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2015/10/12/enter-alternative-metrics/ 

How I use altmetrics data in my proposals http://maestrelab.blogspot.co.uk/2014/11/how-i-use-
altmetrics-data-in-my.html  

Altmetrics: pros & cons http://subjectguides.uwaterloo.ca/content.php?pid=664008&sid=5614997  

Why you should ignore altmetrics and other bibliometric nightmares 
http://www.dcscience.net/2014/01/16/why-you-should-ignore-altmetrics-and-other-bibliometric-
nightmares/  

 
Conclusion 
 

The Metric Tide: Report of the Independent Review of the Role of Metrics in Research Assessment 
and Management 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/rereports/Year/2015/metrictide/Title,104463,en.html  

San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment: Putting science into the assessment of research 
http://www.ascb.org/files/SFDeclarationFINAL.pdf  

http://www.altmetric.com/
http://plumanalytics.com/
https://impactstory.org/
http://www.open.ac.uk/blogs/the_orb/?p=537
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2015/10/12/enter-alternative-metrics/
http://maestrelab.blogspot.co.uk/2014/11/how-i-use-altmetrics-data-in-my.html
http://maestrelab.blogspot.co.uk/2014/11/how-i-use-altmetrics-data-in-my.html
http://subjectguides.uwaterloo.ca/content.php?pid=664008&sid=5614997
http://www.dcscience.net/2014/01/16/why-you-should-ignore-altmetrics-and-other-bibliometric-nightmares/
http://www.dcscience.net/2014/01/16/why-you-should-ignore-altmetrics-and-other-bibliometric-nightmares/
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/rereports/Year/2015/metrictide/Title,104463,en.html
http://www.ascb.org/files/SFDeclarationFINAL.pdf
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