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Assessing journals to publish in
This is a checklist of questions to ask about a journal you are considering submitting to in order to help ensure it is right for you. It is generic by design and, although reasonable comprehensive, there may be other relevant questions you need to consider. We recommend consulting academic colleagues and other trusted sources as part of your assessment of a journal.

What?

What is the journal's scope and focus? 
	Do they match the scope and focus of your paper?
What is the journal’s content like?
	Read previous articles to evaluate their relevance and quality
What are the journal’s restrictions?
Some journals only take certain types of articles or articles with a certain word count. Would these restrictions exclude your work?
What are the journal’s policies?
Does it publish book reviews or review articles? 
If so, this can be a useful avenue for early career researchers to get on the publishing ladder
What is its open access policy? 
What is the journal’s embargo period?
What are your rights?
	What copyright would you maintain over your work?
What are its acceptance rates?
	High acceptance rates may be particularly useful for early career researchers
What organisations is the journal a member of?
	Is it certified by or aligned with a relevant society or professional body?
	If it is an open access journal, is the publisher a member of OASPA?
What is its ISSN?
	Reputable journals tend to have an ISSN, if a journal does not, it may need further investigation
What are its metrics?
	Does the journal have a Journal Impact Factor, SciMago Journal Rank score or similar?

Who?

Who are the other authors publishing in this journal?
	Are they prominent and respected in their field?
Who are the editors?
	Are they prominent and respected in their field?
	Are any of the editorial staff from your institution? 
If so, they may provide a useful point of contact regarding your submission
Who are the publishers?
	Are they a well-known and reputable publisher?
	Do they have a stable website?
Do they provide active contact details?
	
Where?

Where is it indexed?
Services like Web of Science and Scopus only index select journals, so if the journal is indexed in one of these, it is seen as a good indicator of quality



Where is it listed?
	Is the journal on any list of journals provided by a relevant society or professional body?
	Is the journal listed on Ulrichsweb, which is widely seen as a reputable list of journals?


How?

How active is the journal?
	If it has undergone long periods of inactivity you may want to consider submitting elsewhere
How long does it take to publish articles?
	If it has a long turnaround time you may want to consider submitting elsewhere


