The Innovation, Knowledge and Development (IKD) Working Paper Series seeks to publish
papers from academic staff, visiting fellows and postgraduate students at The Open
University, broadly working on the research themes of Innovation, Knowledge and
Development. We are open to any discipline, method and/or area of research, provided the
paper has links with IKD research themes.
We are hoping that submissions of papers to the Working Paper Series will help IKD members
to improve the quality of their paper, actively promote our members’ research to diverse
audiences, provide a forum for constructive debate and eventually publish in quality journals.
The working paper should ideally present results that are either close to submission or have
already been submitted to high-profile journals. All the submitted papers will be sent for
internal review and feedback will be provided within three weeks. When submitting, the
authors should indicate if the paper has already undergone peer-review, in which case the
Editorial Committee may decide to skip the internal review process.
The Working Paper series will be reviewed by a body of senior reviewers who will be able to
provide swift and constructive feedback on the papers. This process will be led by an Editorial
Committee chaired by Dr Frangton Chiyemura.
Although papers published under the IKD Working Paper Series are open access, the author
retains all the intellectual property and all copyrights. It is worth noting that most academic
journals do allow the submission of papers that have been previously published in working
paper series. However, authors are advised to check the editorial policy of the journal they
wish to submit to.
Please note that many academic journals also allow post-print publication, meaning that
authors may be able to publish their work in the IKD Working Paper Series after it has been
accepted for publication in a journal.
All newly published Working Papers will be advertised on a range of OU social media channels
for publicity.
The IKD Working Paper Series Editorial Committee seeks contributions that meet the following
guidelines:
1. The author must include contact details and a short biography
2. The paper must be a maximum of 10,000 words including references

3. The submission must include an abstract of no more than 250 words describing the
research question/s, method/s and finding/s
4. 4-5 keywords for indexing must be included
5. The Editorial Committee does not prescribe a Style guide. Whichever Style guide the
author/s chooses to use should be acceptable and consistent throughout the paper
6. Journal of Economic Literature (JEL) subject codes must be included
7. The paper should be submitted as a Microsoft Word file
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