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RELIASED FOR 2,30 P.M., SUNDAY, 8 SEPTEM3ER, 1963

The Rt.Hon, Harold Wilson, O0.B.E., M.P., speding in Glasgow, on
Sunday, 8th September, said:

"Today, I want to speak about our plans forthgher education,

"fTe have expressed our cetermination to end the vicious‘system of
educational segregation at the 11 plus stage and we have outlined
the measures we shall take to deal with it. But we face the danger
of o no less indefensible 18 plus problem in ihe next few years.

"Lord Taylor's working party has shown the gravity of the
problem, The ereat incrcasce in the birth-rate immediately after
the war which created the so-called 'bulge' problem in primary and
secondary schools in the 1950's will result in vastly more young
men and women of college-—entrance age in the next yeaf or two. DBut
this 1s not all: more and more boys and girls are staying on at
school, they and their parents are anxious that they should go on
to universities, colleges of advanced technology and other technolog-
ical institutes and teacher training colleges. As things are, a
very considerable proportion of them will end their school careers with
the necessary qualifications at A level, and find further education
barred to‘them through lack of places. Already last year, over
3,000 students, - a quarter of the applicants -~ with the right passes
at A level fziled to secure entry, and this ycar's figures of

“application suggest that a much higher proportion is likely to be
turned away.

"This problem will grow to intolerable proportions, intolecrable
because it is neither fair to those excluded frém higher cducation
nor acceptable in 2 nation whose need for more trained men and women
i so qreat in o world of remorseless scientific 2nd technolopical
challenees,

; "Ior these reasons, the Labour Party has announced & short—-term
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crash programme to malke fuller use of existing universities and

colleze fac111tlos, together with an urgent programme to create

new universities and technical and teacher training colleges,

n , .
sut today, I want to outline new proposals on which we are

8 | : e . . . - .
working, n dynamic programme providing facilities for home study

to university and higher technical standards, on the basis of a

University of the Air, and of nationally organised correspondence

college courses.

"These will be intended to cater for a wide variety of potential

students, There are technicians and technologists who perhaps left

school at 16 or 17 and who, after two or three years in 1nuustry,
feel that they could qualify as graduate scientists or technologists.
There are many others, perhaps in clerical occupations, who would
like to acquire new skills and new qualifications. There are many
et all levels i1n industry who would desire to become qunlified in
their owvn or other fields, including thnsewho had no Pacilities for
talking G.C.E. at O or A levels, or otlhicr required qualifications,

or housewives who might like to securec qualifications in knglish
literature or geography or history. There is the whole wide arca
at prescnt covercd by extri-mural, V.Z.A. or N.C.L.C. classes, whose
work could be vastly enriched by the provision of spocinl T.V. and
rodio features and courscs, The recent decision of both T.V.
authorities 40 introduce adult educatinn courses is a most valuable

a

step,
M7hat we would envisage is the creation of a new cducational
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trust, representative of the universities and other cducational

orzanisations, associnations of teachers, the broadeasting authorities,

sublic and private boadies, produccers capable of producing
publishers, public and private bodies, groduccrq capable of p 7

~- Fimy odoentfonsY matorial., s would be given
T.V. and other cducationil matericl, This Trust wo &

34nte Cinancial help and all *he Governmont assistance reguircd.
Brandcasting time coula be Tound cithaer by the wlloeation oi the
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fanrth T.V. channel, tozether wvrith anpropriate raaio facilities, or

| - s svdetine three echinnels and the fourth,
by pre—=crpting 4ime from the s¥istine Lhree eadnng ls ,
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"Educational programmes would be backed by the provision of
fbe§t boolts and other material relatoed to the courses and facilities
would be provided for supplemental study at education institutions
such as technical colleges, Arrangements would be made for papars
to be set and marked, probably under the aegisiof individual universities,
technical colleges or professional institutes. Correspondence
courses not themsclves based on T.V. of raaio progrnmmqs wvould also
be available and the experience of existing correspondencezcolleges
would be utilised. ﬂ

"The Trust would be asikted to make arranpementis with one or more
established universities to provide examination facilities and Lo
awvard external degrees.and diplomas to students reaching a high ensugh
standard in the examinations.

"One yéar diploma courses ecould be provided in many subjects, e.g.
foreign languages. Industrialists would be pressed to pay a bhonus on
salary to sales and other staffs quaiifying for the diploma.‘ But 1
believe there would be many who, for non-vocational reasons, would
welcome such facilities - families intending to holiday abroad the
following summer might wish to take a winter course in I'rench, German,
Italian or Spanish, 3ut, of course, existing T.V. experience shows

that there are hundreds of thousands, including many older members of

the community, who, with no thouzlht of degrec or diploma, would wish

to enrich themselves by a more passive participation in the educational

’

Jrogrammes.

"There is valuable experience to be learnt not only from tae

experiments so far undertaken by the B8.3.C and Commercial Television
companies, but also from more advanced wvork 2broad, In the U.5.,
T.V. companies and university broadcasting groups have oclready
developed courses on the lines of a university of the air and
educational éublishing companies have done valuable pioncering worx
in the use of visual aids in school, college and T.V. teaching,
includingz the usec of push-button tcaching mncl1?lnes. What is so fa

)

lacking is the sponsorship of this"work on & national basis,.
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rhe Soviet Union, for its pnart, has developed State-sponsorcd
corraspondence courses as an integral part of its national system
of higher education, On my last visit to Moscow, I was told thav
60 per cent of their graduates in sciernce upd technoloszy were the
products of correspondence courses, followed by University
examinations on the basis of the samo prpers sat by full-time
University students.

"We, in odritain, can draw on these experiences, and work out

/

a system integrating T.V. radio and correspondence courses under

-

the guidance and examination discipline of the best of our leaders
in higher education.

hIn my view, a scheme on thhese lines would be of the highest
advantage both tn countless thouSnnds in their homes and to the
nation. Investment in the nation's education, whether vocational,
technical, scientific or in ilre humanities, is an investment in
Britain's futurewhich cannot be measured in terms of money or of

price,"
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