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Clip title:  We have got to get The Open University in here.  
 
Duration:      00:01:59  
 
Clip start point in full interview:  00:00:30 
 
Clip end point in full interview:  00:02:07 
 
Interview identifier:   086_T_01 
 
Description:  Barbara Hart, biographer of  Elizabeth Kennedy,  describes Elizabeth's work in Long 
Kesh Internment Camp and her invitation to The Open University to teach there in 1972. 
 
Transcript: 
 
I got interested in Elizabeth Kennedy who I came across in stories and documents about Long 
Kesh [Internment Camp] because she was the Senior Welfare Officer there, starting in the days of 
Internment, so from the very earliest days of Long Kesh.  She was a seconded Probation Officer 
who was thrown, I guess, along with everyone else, into the new Internment Camp at Long Kesh 
and she was leading the team of officers there to try to assist the new internees, and then later the 
sentenced prisoners, to make a go of that place and its awful conditions and sort of unchartered 
territory, if you will. And so it was her responsibility to somehow look after the welfare of the men 
who were there, and one of the first things that it’s clear that she was aware of was their need to 
have something productive and constructive to do. She was a life long learner herself and very, 
very convinced that education could make a serious difference in people’s lives. And so it wasn’t 
long after she found herself there and saw the conditions and understood how dire the straits were 
for the people who were there that she contacted The Open University and said, ‘We have got to 
get you in here. We need to get resources, books, and courses to give the men here something to 
do’. 


