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Clip title:       Speaking as an historian 
Duration:       N/A 
Clip start point in full interview:   N/A 
Clip end point in full interview:   N/A 
Interview identifier:    112_S_01 

 
Description: 
 
Student K studied History with The Open University in the Official Republican Compounds (the 
Maze and Long Kesh Prison) in the later 1970s. He reflects on the significance of his OU study 
and on using it to gain entry to Trinity College Dublin.  
 
 
Transcript: 
 
Speaking as an historian, I can see now that I had the good fortune to enrol in, and to benefit from, 
the world’s first long distance learning (and truly ‘open’) university, in the twilight years of the 
British post-war, Keynesian, consensus economy and society – just before the ravages of 
Thatcherism set in. I was also fortunate to make it to Trinity [Trinity College Dublin] whose 
admission policies towards mature students and ex-prisoners, were then easily the most advanced 
in these islands. When my friend, who, unlike me, had an OU degree, was interviewed for a place 
in college, someone in the History Department, remarked ‘if you do as well as the last fellow from 
there, we’ll be very pleased’. He thought however that the professor seemed to think that Long 
Kesh and The Open University were one and the same ‘there’. He embellishes I’m sure, but it’s too 
good a story to let go to waste. 
 


