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IS MINE IDENTICAL WITH BRAIN? 

FADE UP 

1 . Problems o f Ph i losophy 
! A T h i r d Leve l A r t s Course 

2 . QUESTION MARK ANIMATION 

3 . I n t roduced by 
P ro fesso r Godfrey Vesey 

4 . MCU VESEY 
( s t a n d i n g i n f r o n t 

of window) 

ZOOM IN t o 
CU VESEY 

VESEY: Th is i s the f i r s t o f e leven 

t e l e v i s i o n programmes on the problems 

o f p h i l o s o p h y . I n most o f the 

programmes t h e r e 1 1 1 be two people who 

ho ld opposing v iews on the same issue 

i n q u e s t i o n , and i n t w e n t y - f i v e minutes 

or so t h e y 1 1 1 t r y t o come t o some 

agreement o r a t l e a s t make i t c l e a r why 

they c a n ! t ag ree . Not a l l the people 

you*11 see are p h i l o s o p h e r s . 

B.P. Sk inne r , f o r i n s t a n c e , i s a 

p s y c h o l o g i s t . But t h e y ' r e a l l people 

who !ve thought l o n g and hard about the 

problems t h e y 1 1 1 be deba t i ng - problems 

i n the t h e o r y o f knowledge, i n 

metophys ics , i n mora l p h i l o s o p h y , and 

i n t h e ph i l osophy o f m ind . 

We beg in w i t h the problem i n the mind. 

I t ' s t h i s : t he re are menta l events 

such as thoughts and f e e l i n g s , and t he re 

are p h y s i c a l events wh ich i n c l u d e 

p h y s i c a l events i n my b r a i n a t the t ime 

I 'm t h i n k i n g * Now how i s w h a t ' s go ing 
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on i n my mind a t t h i s moment r e l a t e d t o 

w h a t ' s g o i n g on i n my b r a i n ? Are t h e y 

i n some sense t h e same t h i n g ? T h a t ' s 

t h e q u e s t i o n . And t o d i s c u s s i t -

A n t h o n y Q u i n t o n o f New C o l l e g e , O x f o r d , 

and P r o f e s s o r C h a r l e s T a y l o r o f M c G i l l 

U n i v e r s i t y , M o n t r e a l . 7 

I s M i n d I d e n t i c a l w i t h B r a i n ? 

A d i s c u s s i o n "between 
A n t h o n y Q u i n t o n 
F e l l o w , New C o l l e g e , 
O x f o r d 
and 
P r o f . C h a r l e s T a y l o r 
M c G i l l U n i v e r s i t y , 
M o n t r e a l 

2 - s . QUINTON/TAYLOR 
( Q u i n t o n s i t t i n g on 

s e t t e e , 
T a y l o r s i t t i n g i n 
a r m c h a i r ) 

CU TAYLOR 

2 - s . QUINTON/TAYLOR 

QUINTON: W e l l , my p o s i t i o n i s t h a t 

m e n t a l e v e n t s and "b ra i n e v e n t s - e v e n t s 

i n t h e b r a i n and n e r v o u s s y s t e m 

g e n e r a l l y p e r h a p s , a r e one and t h e same 

t h i n g . And t h e r e a r e r e a l l y two p a r t s 

t o t h i s and b o t h o f them have been 

o b j e c t e d t o a good d e a l . The f i r s t o f 

them i s n ! t r e a l l y a p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h e s i s 

a t a l l as I see i t , t h o u g h i t m i g h t be 

exposed t o p h i l o s o p h i c a l o b j e c t i o n s . 

And t h a t i s t h a t f o r e v e r y d i s c r i m i n a t a t f l e 

k i n d o f m e n t a l e v e n t - e v e r y k i n d o f 

h a p p e n i n g t h a t a c o n s c i o u s b e i n g i s 

c a p a b l e o f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g as g o i n g on 

w i t h i n h i s c o n s c i o u s n e s s - t h e r e c o u l d be 

be f o u n d some r e g u l a r l y c o r r e l a t e d k i n d 

o f h a p p e n i n g , s t a t e o f a f f a i r s , i n t h e 
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ZOOM I N t o 
CU QUINTON 

TAYLOR 

b r a i n . T h a t ' s p o i n t o n e . P o i n t t w o , 

o f c o u r s e , and t h i s i s t h e more 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l p a r t , i s t h a t t h e m e n t a l 

e v e n t and t h e c o r r e l a t e d p h y s i c a l e v e n t 

- and I ! v e assumed t h e c o r r e l a t i o n i n 

p o i n t one - a r e a c t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l . 

No t j u s t p a r t n e r s m a r c h i n g t o g e t h e r b u t 

t h e y ' r e one and t h e same t h i n g 

app roached f r o m , known a b o u t f r o m 

d i f f e r e n t a n g l e s . 

TAYLOR: Y e s . 

QUINTON: How I d o n ' t know w h i c h o f 

t h e s e y o u o b j e c t t o m o r e . . . 

TAYLOR: W e l l b o t h t h e s e t h i n g s , I t h i n k , 

b o t h t h e s e t h i n g s can be o b j e c t e d t o 

and I w o u l d even q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r one 

i s more p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h a n t h e o t h e r . 

Because t a k e t h e case o f c o r r e l a t i o n : 

1 t h i n k t h e r e i s a l o t o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

c o n f u s i o n as t o what k i n d o f c o r r e l a t i o n 

y o u need h e r e . F o r i d e n t i t y y o u need 

a v e r y t i g h t o n e . You see, p e o p l e o f t e n 

p o i n t o u t t h a t c e r t a i n l e s i o n s i n t h e 

b r a i n , f o r i n s t a n c e , can be c o r r e l a t e d 

w i t h c e r t a i n m a l f u n c t i o n s , and t h e y 

p o i n t o u t t h a t we need t h e w h o l e b r a i n 

t o t h i n k and we even need c e r t a i n p a r t s 

o f i t t o t h i n k i n c e r t a i n ways o r c a r r y 

o u t c e r t a i n f u n c t i o n s , and I t h i n k t h a t ! s 
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2 - s . QUIHTOK/TAYIiOR 

ZOOM IN t o 
CU QUIMOT 

2 - s . QUINTON/TATLOR 

enough t o e s t a b l i s h c o r r e l a t i o n , 

For i d e n t i t y we need something much 

t i g h t e r than t h a t . "We need something 

l i k e t h i s : t h a t f o r every s t a t e , f o r 

every p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f thought -

f e e l i n g h u m i l i a t e d about some p a r t i c u l a r 

cause, o r c a l c u l a t i n g two p l u s two equals 

f o u r , or d e c i d i n g t o make a new o f f e r 

i n a n e g o t i a t i o n - f o r every such type 

o f t h o u g h t , wh ich i s what we exp la ined 

your behav iour by , you need a s p e c i f i c 

p a t t e r n o f f i r i n g or chemica l s t a t e o f 

the nervous system. And we are v e r y , 

v e r y , ve r y f a r , even f r o m . , . 

QUINTON: We l l I agree i t r s t r i c k y - i t 

ge ts t r i c k y when the menta l s t a t e s i n 

q u e s t i o n are c o m p l i c a t e d , t h e , when the 

menta l s t a t e i n q u e s t i o n , so t o speak, 

has a broad spread and a l o t o f i n t e r n a l 

c o m p l e x i t y . Bu t , n a t u r a l l y , here i s 

another s c i e n t i f i c e n q u i r y . I t h i n k the 

prudent t h i n g t o do i s t o s t a r t w i t h the 

sm a l l es t i d e n t i f i a b l e i tems f i r s t - and 

p a r t i c u l a r tw inges o f p a i n might do . 

Suppose you could l o c a l i s e them, o r 

p a r t i c u l a r elements i n p e r c e p t i o n . . . 

TAYLOR: But they might t e l l you n o t h i n g ! 

I mean I r m sure t h a t the tw inge o f p a i n 

when I have toothache can be l o c a l i s e d , 

and indeed my d e n t i s t l o c a l i s e s i t when 
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he puts h i s probe i n t h e r e - and I know 

ve ry w e l l when he doesj But t h a t 

d o e s n ' t say a n y t h i n g or d o e s n ' t 

n e c e s s a r i l y p r e d i c t any th i ng about the 

v e r y compl i ca ted p a t t e r n s o f f i r i n g 

t h a t go on when I suddenly f e e l t h a t i t 

i s my r e p u t a t i o n , wh ich I ' v e been 

ashamed o f a l l these y e a r s , and n o t , 

no t something e lse wh ich may be ve ry 

impor tan t t o what I do n e x t , and I need 

t o know... . 

QUINTON: Bu t , o f course , I e n t i r e l y 

agree t h a t you ' ve go t t o s t a r t w i t h the 

p ieces be fo re you can dea l w i t h the 

system. The same i s t r u e o f a t e l e v i s i o n 

s e t : the t e l e v i s i o n d o e s n ' t work un less 

a l l the va l ves are w o r k i n g , un less i t ' s 

plugged i n , e t c , e t c . , and y e t t o 

understand the work you ' ve go t t o 

unders tand the c o n t r i b u t i o n each 

i n d i v i d u a l b i t makes t o the who le . 

TAYLOR: But t h i s i s the p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

ZOOM IK to i ssue i n a way, i s n ' t i t ? Because i s 
CI) TAYLOR 

t h i s whole o f my b r a i n f u n c t i o n i n g 

r e a l l y unders tandab le f rom the p a r t s i n 

t h a t way, I mean, t h a t i s read the deep 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l i ssue wh ich i n a sense i n 

wh ich s c i e n t i s t s are a l yo engaged i n 

ph i l osophy wh ich u n d e r l i n e s t h i s question. 
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15 . CU QUIKTOK 

14 . CU TAYLOR 

15 . CU QUINTOK 

I f we canTb unders tand i t b i t by b i t , 

and pu t t he b i t s t o g e t h e r l i k e t h a t , 

t hen t h e r e ' s some chance t h a t t he 

c o r r e l a t i o n v iew w i l l , w i l l s tand up . 

But i f the work ings as a whole f o l l o w 

laws wh ich c a n ' t be de r i ved f rom the 

work ing of the p a r t s then t h a t k i n d o f , 

t h a t c o r r e l a t i o n , those c o r r e l a t i o n s 

Just a r e n ' t go ing t o be i n the works* 

QUINTON: W e l l , o f course , I agree t h a t 

perhaps some o f these t h i n g s h a v e n ' t 

been exp la i ned i n terms o f t he 

systemabic work ing t o g e t h e r o f p a r t s . 

But t h a t t hey c a n ' t be i s a b o l d i s h 

c l a i m t h a t y o u ' r e making a g a i n s t my 

assumpt ion , i n defense o f my assump t i on . , 

TAYLOR: L e t ' s say t h a t i t ' s a coun t e r -

assumpt ion I 'm m a k i n g . . . 

QUINTOH: I t ' s a c o u n t e r - a s s u m p t i o n . . . 

TAYLOR: N e i t h e r o f us can be sure -

bu t i t ' s a c o u n t e r - a s s u m p t i o n . . . 

QUIMOH: The t h i n g i s t h a t i n 

p h i l o s o p h y , i n p h i l o s o p h i c a l d i scuss ions 

o f t h i s s u b j e c t i t ' s no t so much t h a t 

assumpt ion t h a t u s u a l l y ge ts ques t i oned , 

i t ' s the - I suggested more s t a n d a r d l y 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l manoeuvre o f s a y i n g : w e l l 

i f t h e r e ' s a c o r r e l a t i o n , as the 
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assumption suggests, then the two 

things correlated there's no reason 

not to say they're one and the same 

thing, 

TAYLOR: Yes. 

QUINTON: And the usual analogy here is 

that a flash of lightening, a familiar 

object - people have known about flashes 

of lightening for ages, scientists come 

along and talk of electrical discharges. 

Well at f i r s t the mode in which you 

ascertain that there's lightening there 

is just by looking and seeing. The mode 

in which you find out about electrical 

discharges is altogether more complicated* 

And yet, at the end of the day so to 

speak, people are quite happy to admit 

that the electrician's story about an 

electr ical discharge from coll iding air 

masses, or whatever i t may be, is a 

fu l ler and more detailed and more 

accurate account of what the ordinary... 

TAYLOR: But.. . 

QUINTON: ...landscape painter saw as 

lightening. ,y 

TAYLOR: ...But a lot of people resist 

this kind of thing when we're talking 

about brain events and thoughts. 
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I mean even p e o p l e who w o u l d a d m i t t o 

s p e c u l a t e t h a t t h e s e c o r r e l a t i o n s w i l l 

be d i s c o v e r e d , w h i c h I d o n ' t r e a l l y 

ag ree w i t h , even p e o p l e who t h i n k t h a t 

s a y : w e l l , s u r e l y we s h o u l d r a t h e r t a l k 

h e r e a b o u t j u s t t h a t - c o r r e l a t i o n s 

be tween two s e p a r a t e k i n d s o f t h i n g s -

two s e p a r a t e s t r eams o f e v e n t s , r a t h e r 

t h a n t h e same e v e n t u n d e r two d i f f e r e n t 

d e s c r i p t i o n s . A f t e r a l l , i t ' s a p r e t t y 

2 - s . QUINTON/TAYLOR b i g c l a i m y o u ' r e r e a l l y s a y i n g i t ' s t h e 

same t h i n g u n d e r two n a m e s , . , 

QUINTOK: Y e s . 

TAYLOR: . . . T h a t t h e s e two names a r e 

d e s c r i p t i o n s o f p a r t o f t h e same t h i n g . 

CU TAYLOR And I suppose we have h e r e a v e r y deep 

u n d e r l y i n g p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n f i r s t 

o f a l l w h i c h t e l l s a g a i n s t u s . We k i n d 

o f f e e l , have a f e e l i n g t h a t t h e mind i s 

s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e b o d y , and 

a d e n t i n t h e b r a i n i s a den t i n t h e 

b o d y , and a t h o u g h t o r a f e e l i n g i s a 

d e n t i n t h e m i n d . And p a r t l y i t ' s t h a t 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n o f two s e p a r a t e 

e n t i t i e s - two s e p a r a t e t h i n g s - w h i c h 

w o u l d a l l o w p e o p l e t o s a y : a l l r i g h t , 

e v e n t s i n t h e s e two t h i n g s may be 

2 - s . QU1NT0N/TAYL0R c o r r e l a t e d , b u t how can y o u p o s s i b l y say 

t h e y , t h a t t h e y ' r e t h e same t h i n g u n d e r 

d i f f e r e n t d e s c r i p t i o n s ? 
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QUINTON: B u t , o f c o u r s e , t h e t h i n g s 

a b o u t ths t t i s i t ' s c e r t a i n l y , I a g r e e , 

a p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n i n f u l l f l o o d 

s i n c e D e s c a r t e s and r e a c h i n g back i n a 

way t o P l a t o , Bu t a l o t o f p e o p l e t a k e 

t h e v i e w t h a t n o t o n l y i s i t a 

ZOOM I N t o p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n b u t i t ' s a l s o 
CU QUIKTON 

p a r t o f t h e o r d i n a r y man 's f i x e d v i e w 

o f t h e w o r l d . How I q u i t e ag ree t h a t 

p e o p l e who have been b r o u g h t up i n a 

r e l i g i o u s way , who have had r e l i g i o u s 

e d u c a t i o n e a r l y i n l i f e , g e t more o r 

l e s s h a b i t u a t e d t o t h e n o t i o n o f t h e 

s u r v i v a l o f human p e r s o n s , o r a t any 

ra te of t h e i r minds even when they ' re 

i n a t o t a l l y disembodied s t a t e . Yet 

t h e r e ' s a l o t coun t i ng i n t he o the r 

d i r e c t i o n . I n o r d i n a r y l i f e we q u i t e 

2 0 . 2 - s . QUINTQN/TAYLOR f r e e l y i n many c o n n e c t i o n s r e p l a c e t h e 

word ' m i n d ' by ' b r a i n ' . , . He has a good 

b r a i n . . , 

TAYLOR: Y e s , y e s , 

QUINT PIT: And t h e r e ' s a g e n e r a l , i t 

seems t o me, c a u s a l r e a s o n f o r l i n k i n g 

t h e mind a t l e a s t v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h t h e 

2 1 . CU QTJINTON b r a i n i n t h a t where t h e mind i s a c t i v e 

and i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e w o r l d r o u n d i t 

t h e r e t e n d s t o be a sequence o f e v e n t s , 

p e r c e p t i o n , a s t i m u l u s comes t o t h e 
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sense organs, , something menta l happens, 

an impulse goes f rom the "brain t o the 

muscles and a b o d i l y movement i s 

2 - s . QUINTON/TATLOR per fo rmed , as i t were . The menta l 

element i n t h a t i s i n the m i d d l e . And 

the whole midd le p a r t o f t h i s s t o r y as 

f a r as i t ' s p h y s i c a l l y l o c a t e d a t a l l 

takes p lace i n the "b ra in . 

TAYLOR: But t h a t has never bo thered 

anyone who wanted t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e 

was a mind separate f rom the body. 

I mean, a f t e r a l l , Descartes would g i ve 

v e r y much the same accounts you* re 

g i v i n g now, and he b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r e 

are two separate e n t i t i e s . 

2 - s . QUHTTOK/TAYLOR QUINTOI?: W e l l , Desca r tes , o f course , put 

the p o i n t o f j u n c t i o n between mind and 

body where the p i n e a l g land w a s . . . 

TAYLOR: R i g h t . . . 

QUINTON: . . . i n seeming de f i ance o f 

p resen t -day p h y s i o l o g y . . . 

TAYLOR: B u t , n e v e r t h e l e s s , y e s , . . 

QUIffTON: But he re fused t o take the 

f i n a l s tep o f s a y i n g : w e l l , the p i n e a l 

g land i s the p lace o f t h e mind . He 

mere ly sa i d i t * s the p lace where the 

body ac ts on the m i n d , . . 
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24. CU TAYLOR 

25. 2 - s . QUI1TTON/TAYLOR 

ZOOM I N t o 
CU QUINTOH 

TAYLOR: R i g h t , b u t h e , . . 

QUINTON: And t h i s was a k i n d o f e x t r e m e 

squeemishness l i k e a p e r s o n , t h e l a s t 

f i g l e a f as i t w e r e , b e f o r e a d m i t t i n g 

t h a t t h e mind was p a r t o f t h e o r d e r o f 

n a t u r e . 

TAYLOR: B u t what i s i t t h a t makes 

p e o p l e b e l i e v e t h i s ? You s e e , y o u ' v e 

m e n t i o n e d t h e r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s b u t 

n o t a l l r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s a r e on t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r l i n e . When y o u t h i n k o f t h e 

O ld T e s t a m e n t , o f t h e J e w i s h c o n c e p t i o n 

o f man w h i c h i s n o t o f a body s e p a r a t e 

f r o m i t s e l f . I t ' s a v e r y much , I t h i n k , 

more a Greek one w h i c h i n d e e d has worked 

i t s way i n t o t h e C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n , 

b u t i t T s n o t even u n i v e r s a l t h e r e . 

2 6 . CU TAYLOR 

2 7 . 2 - s . QUIffTON/TAYXOR 

QPINTON: K o , 

TAYLOR: Then what i s t h e m o t i v a t i o n 

t h a t makes p e o p l e wan t t o say t h a t t h e 

mind i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e body? 

QUINTON: W e l l , t h e r e ' s one t h i n g , o f 

c o u r s e , has g o t t o be c l e a r e d o u t of t h e 

way a t t h e b e g i n n i n g - and t h a t i s t h a t 

t h e k i n d o f i d e n t i t y c l a i m when one says 

t h e r e i s an i d e n t i t y be tween ' h a v i n g a 

f e e l i n g o f p a i n ' and ' a c e r t a i n 

d i s t u r b a n c e o c c u r r e d i n such and s u c h 

1 1 -
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f i b r e s i n t h e b r a i n * . O n e f s n o t s a y i n g 

t h a t t h e s e two r e m a r k s mean t h e same 

t h i n g . The i d e n t i t y i s n ' t as i t were 

l o g i c a l , a q u e s t i o n o f ' I am i n pa in 1 , 

ZOOM I N t o 'my b r a i n i s a f f e c t e d i n s u c h and s u c h 
OU QUINTON 

a way* b e i n g synonyms o f one m o t h e r . 

T h a t ' s n o t t h e s u g g e s t i o n a t a l l . The 

r e l a t i o n i s s i m p l y l i k e t h e i d e n t i t y o f 

M r s . Jones and t h e p e r s o n who s t o l e t h e 

s i l v e r f r o m t h e c a n t e e n . 

2 8 . CU TAYLOR TAYLOR: R i g h t , w e l l , s t i l l i f y o u t a k e 

t h i s i d e n t i t y , t h e t h i n g a b o u t them i s 

t h a t a l l t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e t r u e o f 

M r s . Jones a r e t r u e o f t h e woman who 

s t o l e t h e w h a t e v e r i t i s . I t has a l l 

t h e o r d i n a r y f a c t u a l t h i n g s t h a t y o u 

c o u l d say a b o u t o n e , y o u c o u l d say a b o u t 

t h e o t h e r , even i f n o t e v e r y b o d y knows 

t h a t t h e y a p p l y t o b o t h . Bu t now, i n t h e 

case o f mind and b o d y , I t h i n k t h a t wha t 

makes p e o p l e t h i n k t h e y ' r e d i f f e r e n t i s 

t h e r e seem t o be t h i n g s t h a t d o n ' t a p p l y 

l i k e t h a t . I mean, f o r i n s t a n c e , a 

m e n t a l e v e n t , my h a v i n g an e x p e r i e n c e , 

p e o p l e u s u a l l y t h i n k i t ' s p r i v a t e , o n l y 

I have t h a t . You d o n ' t have i t , y o u 

c a n ' t e v e n see i t d i r e c t l y , I can t e l l 

y o u a b o u t i t , b u t y o u c a n ' t see i t 

d i r e c t l y . A p h y s i c a l e v e n t , even some-

2 9 . CU QUINTON t h i n g i n my b r a i n i s , i s p u b l i c . I mean, 

y o u c o u l d , i n t h i s s e n s e , y o u c o u l d open 

my s k u l l , b u t . • ♦ 



30. CU TAYLOR 

3 1 . CU QUINTOU 

. QUINTQK: We l l t h a t , I t h i n k t h a t one 

could be coped w i t h "because, o f course , 

i t i s an e n t i r e l y r e l e v a n t and 

a p p r o p r i a t e argument when somebody says 

A i s the ve r y same t h i n g as B, n o t t h a t 

the name A means the same as the name 

B, bu t j u s t the person who's c a l l e d A 

i s i n f a c t the same as the person who's 

c a l l e d , o r p r o p e r l y d e s c r i b e d , as B. 

I t ' s a p e r f e c t l y good argument a g a i n s t 

any c l a i m o f t h a t s o r t . But A has a 

c e r t a i n p r o p e r t y t h a t B h a s n ' t go t and 

t h a t ' s the s t y l e o f these arguments. 

But the t h i n g about t h a t i s you c a n ' t 

put i n any o l d p r o p e r t y i n h e r e . I t ' s 

o n l y . . . i f A i s the same as B t he re are 

some p r o p e r t i e s t h a t A and B must share 

bu t t hey d o n ' t have t o share a l l o f 

them. Now i t seems t o me t h a t the 

n o t i o n o f p r i v a c y t h a t we've been t a l k i n g 

about - and we !d b e t t e r be a b i t more 

e x p l i c i t abou t , I t h i n k , f o r these 

purposes - i s one o f these p r o p e r t i e s 

t h a t d o e s n ' t show d i f f e r e n c e . That f o r 

completeness f o r my argument I need to 

show t h a t i f t h e y ' r e any p r i v a t e 

exper iences the f a c t t h a t t h e y ' r e 

p r i v a t e doesn 1 t c o n s i t i t u t e an 

i r removab le obs tac le t o t h e i r be ing 

c o n t i n g e n t l y , . . 

32. CU TAYLOR TAYLOR: W e l l now, t h e r e are o t h e r 

o b j e c t i o n s l i k e t h i s t o o , 

13 -



- 14 -

Perhaps we should go on t o some o f them, 

they may he tougher t o answer. I mean, 

ano ther t h i n g t h a t people say t o show 

t h a t mind and body a r e n ' t the same, t o 

show t h a t t h e r e are t h i n g s you can say 

about one bu t no t about the o t h e r i s 

t h i s : a p h y s i c a l even t , l i k e the f i r i n g 

i n c e r t a i n p a r t s o f the b r a i n , i s ve r y 

c l e a r l y l o c a l i s e d , i t ' s e x a c t l y ' t hese 

and no t t h o s e ' and t h a t ' s supposed t o be 

i d e n t i c a l w i t h my f e e l i n g s o r r y , o r f o r 

Aunt M i n n i e ' s death f o r i n s t a n c e . Now 

where i s t h a t l o c a l i s a b l e ? 

3 3 . CU QUINTOH QUINTOH: We have i t , I w o u l d s a y , we 

have good g e n e r a l g r o u n d s o f t h e s o r t 

I was t a l k i n g a b o u t e a r l i e r , i n t e r m s o f 

b r o a d l y s p e a k i n g c a u s a l c o n t i n u i t y f o r 

s a y i n g , s h a l l I p u t i t m o d e s t l y : i f 

anywhere m e n t a l e v e n t s a r e i n t h e b r a i n 

and t h a t ' s a l r e a d y t o l o c a l i s e i t q u i t e 

a b i t . 

34 . BCU TAYLOR TAYLOR: Bu t t h e n t h a t ' s c i r c u l a r because 

y o u s e e , y o u ' r e , y o u ' r e r a t h e r assuming 

t h e c o r r e l a t i o n . . . 

3 5 . CU QUINTON QUINTOF: W e l l , w e l l now t h a t ' s why 

I p u t i t ' i f a n y w h e r e ' . T h a t ' s t o say 

t h e c a u s a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , t h e i m m e d i a t e 

c a u s a l a n t e c e d e n t s and consequence as we 

have r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e o f t h e s e m e n t a l 

- 14 -
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events are f a i r l y ne i ghbou r i ng ones, 

f a i r l y c lose t o one another i n the 

"bra in . So, i f i t ' s go ing t o he p laced 

anywhere t h a t ' s t he p lace t o put i t , 

TAYLOR: Yes, w e l l , I t h i n k a c t u a l l y 

those o b j e c t i o n s can he abso lu te i n the 

way t h a t you have been d o i n g . I t h i n k 

a good case can be made, g i v e n the k i n d 

o f c o r r e l a t i o n , t h a t you can speak about 

i d e n t i t y . But I ' d l i k e t o ge t back t o 

t h a t q u e s t i o n t h a t I r a i s e d a t t he 

b e g i n n i n g : can we g i v e those k i n d o f 

c o r r e l a t i o n s ? You see up t o now we've 

been t a l k i n g as though t h e r e were two 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s ; t h e r e ' s the C a r t e s i a n -

type o f p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t we t h i n k o f two 

k i n d s o f e n t i t y , a mind and a body, and 

t h e r e ' s another p o s s i b i l i t y i n wh ich 

t h e r e i s on ly ono k i n d o f e n t i t y . We 

are i n a way, a l o t more than i n a way, 

I d e f i n i t e l y would agree w i t h the second 

k i n d o f v iew t h a t t h e r e i s n v t such a -

t h e r e a r e n ' t two e n t i t i e s : t h e r e i s n ' t 

the mind, wh ich i s somewhere e l se a p a r t 

f rom the body. There are two streams of 

events go ing on. But t h a t s t i l l d o e s n ' t 

mean t h a t you can e x p l a i n what goes on 

i n the m ind , you can e x p l a i n these k i n d 

o f events t h a t happen we t h i n k o f as 

menta l i n t he same terms t h a t you 
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e x p l a i n the p h y s i c a l events even i n the 

same terms i n wh ich you e x p l a i n 

p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y t he f i r i n g o f d i f f e r e n t 

p a t t e r n s i n the "bra in . Ana! t h a t would 

mean t h a t a l t h o u g h ray t h i n k i n g about the 

Mona L i s a wou ld , i n some sense o f the 

word , be the same t h i n g as a p a t t e r n o f 

f i r i n g , i t w o u l d n f t be c o r r e l a t e d always 

w i t h e x a c t l y the same p a t t e r n o f f i r i n g 

o r i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the same p a t t e r n s 

o f f i r i n g . You w o u l d n ' t be ab le t o 

e x p l a i n why I t h i n k about the Mona L i s a , 

and what f o l l o w s f rom my t h i n k i n g about 

i t i n terms o f what I do and say, by 

laws wh ich l i n k t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p a t t e r n 

of f i r i n g w i t h o t h e r p a t t e r n s o f f i r i n g . 

QUIHTON: O.K. W e l l , j u s t about t h i s . 

I s i t t h a t j u s t because t h e y ' r e v e r y 

complex, or i s i t something t o do w i t h 

the s t r u c t u r e o f these menta l s t a t e s ? 

L e t me j u s t take up the comp lex i t y 

p o i n t because t h a t ' s perhaps the s imp les t 

v e r s i o n of t h a t argument, t h a t the menta l 

s t a t e s we ' r e most i n t e r e s t e d i n a r e , 

w e l l , are such t h a t t he p h y s i o l o g i c a l 

c o r r e l a t e i f t h e r e i s one, and you* re 

i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h e r e i s o n e , - . 

TAYLOR: Yes, 

QUIHTON: I ' l l say t h a t ' s j u s t the 

16 -
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p h y s i o l o g i c a l aspect o f t he v e r y same 

t h i n g . But the p h y s i o l o g i c a l c o r r e l a t e 

i s , the menta l s t a t e i t s e l f i s t oo 

compl ica ted t o have an adequate 

4 0 . 2 - s . QUIUTON/TAYLOR p h y s i o l o g i c a l c o r r e l a t e . Now I t h i n k 

t h i s i s a ve r y d i f f i c u l t i ssue to b r i n g 

t o any k i n d o f e f f e c t i v e r e s o l u t i o n 

because, a f t e r a l l , i t ' s v e r y d i f f i c u l t 

t o e x p l a i n the behav iour o f w a t e r , say, 

i n ornamental f o u n t a i n s . They adopt , 

the j e t s o f water adopt the most 

e l e g a n t , f a s c i n a t i n g , and comp l i ca ted , 

and a e s t h e t i c a l l y agreeab le o r 

d i s a g r e e a b l e , s h a p e s , „ . 

TAYLOR:. Or f o r t h a t ma t te r t he f a l l o f 

the l e a f as i t comes o f f t he t r e e . . . 

QUINTOM: Yes. Jus t the sheer 

comp lex i t y of f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d make a 

4 1 . CU QIOTTON t o t a l accoun t , i n terms o f known 

p h y s i c a l laws and p h y s i c a l l y 

i d e n t i f i a b l e i t e m s , p r a c t i c a l l y 

imposs ib le t o p roduce. And t h a t would 

be one l i n e o f argument. And, o f 

course , t h e r e one j u s t says : w e l l , one 

does what one can, so t o speak, t o r e v e r t 

t o t h a t more or l e s s me thodo log i ca l 

maxim I propounded e a r l i e r , you s t a r t 

w i t h the s imp les t t h i n g s you can handle 

and hope t h a t y o u ' l l be a b l e , by 

combining them s y s t e m a t i c a l l y , t o 
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account f o r more complex t h i n g s . But 

i t w o u l d n ' t "be j u s t t h a t , would i t ? 

42 . 2 - s . QUINTON/TAYLOR TAYLOR: W e l l , n o . You see I t h i n k 

i t ' s s t r o n g e r , I t h i n k t h a t might t u r n 

out t o be t r u e as w e l l . I 'm say ing 

something s t r o n g e r , a d m i t t e d l y q u i t e 

s p e c u l a t i v e l y , but i t ' s qu i t e p o s s i b l e 

t h a t the way i n wh ich my mind works i n 

these t h i n g s can be unders tood by a se t 

o f laws which i n v o l v e u s i n g concepts and 

r e f e r r i n g t o e n t i t i e s wh ich d o n ' t f i g u r e 

i n our language o f phys ics or even i n 

our language o f p h y s i o l o g y . So i t w o n ' t 

j u s t be t h a t i t ' s something t e r r i b l y 

complex you c a n ' t ge t a t because o f t he 

c o m p l e x i t y , l i k e the water i n the 

f o u n t a i n or the f a l l o f a l e a f , but 

something t h a t you can ge t a t but by 

another set o f l aws , That i s we 'd say 

t h a t . . . 

QUINTON: What would t h e s e , what would 

ZOOM IN t o the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e o f t h i s o the r 
CU TAYLOR 

set o f laws be? 

TAYLOR: W e l l , I mean, indeed we have 

the beg inn ings o f t h a t e x p l a n a t i o n now. 

Exp lana t i ons on a p s y c h o l o g i c a l l e v e l , 

exp lana t i ons i n i n - d e p t h psycho logy , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , w i l l a l l o w us t o make 

c e r t a i n p red - i c t i ons or cas t c e r t a i n l i g h t 
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on why people sa id t h i s and d i d t h i s , 

and so on . We w o u l d n ' t be ab le t o l i n k 

these i n a r e d u c t i v e way w i t h a set of 

laws d e a l i n g w i t h n e u r o p h y s i o l o g i c a l 

f i r i n g s , o r the movement o f quanta , and 

so on , I mean, i n a way the k i n d o f 

t h i n g t h a t I 'm a r g u i n g aga ins t i s the 

k i n d o f r e d u c t i o n t h a t does e x i s t now 

when we want t o move between phenomenal 

43* 2 - s . QUIMm/TAYLOR thermodynamic phenomena: i t f e e l s ho t or 

i t f e e l s co ld on the one hand; and t h e , 

the movement o f sma l l p a r t i c l e s on the 

o t h e r . We r e a l l y have a r e d u c t i v e 

44 . CU TAYLOR r e l a t i o n t h e r e . I t ' s because o f t h a t 

r e d u c t i v e r e l a t i o n we r e a l l y can express 

a l l t h a t we know o f the one language i n 

the o t h e r , and make a l l the p r e d i c t i o n s 

we make o f one language i n the o the r -

t h a t we want t o speak o f i d e n t i t y . 

But supposing we had a s i t u a t i o n where 

we d i d n ' t have a separate e n t i t y c a l l e d 

the mind , t he re wasn ' t a separate p lace 

where the events went on , t h a t we 

c o u l d n ' t operate t h a t k i n d of r e d u c t i o n . 

We knew a l o t about how t o e x p l a i n and 

p r e d i c t , perhaps to some e x t e n t even 

p r e d i c t what people are go ing t o do, bu t 

we c o u l d n ' t say: w e l l , t h i s s t a t e o f 

hav ing a deep i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t over 

unconsc ious , over something or o t h e r , 
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can't be correlated with any specific 

l i s t of patterns of f i r ing , we just 

can't manage to do i t . In which case 

we would have a way of getting at that 

4 5 . CU QUINION l e a f f a l l i n g as i t w e r e , b u t i t w o u l d n ' t 

be i n t h e l a n g u a g e o f p h y s i c s . 

QUIKTON: W e l l , I r v e g o t two comments t o 

make h e r e , I t h i n k . The f i r s t o f t h e s e 

i s t h a t I , wha t seems a b s o l u t e l y 

r e a s o n a b l e i s t h a t one c a n ' t s e r i o u s l y 

e n v i s a g e p e o p l e d r o p p i n g o u r o r d i n a r y 

m e n t a l v o c a b u l a r y , t h e v o c a b u l a r y t h a t 

we use on o u r s e l v e s when we t a l k a b o u t 

p a i n and d e p r e s s i o n and e x c i t e m e n t and 

4 6 . BCU TAYLOR so o n , and r e p l a c i n g t h i s by t h e 

p o l y s y l l a b i c l a n g u a g e o f n e u r o p h y s i o l o g y . 

TAYLOR: Y e s . 

QUXNTON: T h a t r s n o t p r a c t i c a l l y o n . 

4 7 . CU QUINTON I t h i n k i t ' s a l s o t r u e , and i t i s perhajs 

c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h i s , t h a t t h e l a n g u a g e 

i n w h i c h we d e s c r i b e o u r own m e n t a l 

s t a t e i s , how s h a l l I p u t i t , w e l l , 

i t ! s as p e o p l e say !theory laden1 in the 

sense that when one calls somebody 

'angr^1 this is definitely not just to 

describe the inward-felt savour of the 

experience, where that indeed might be 

straightforwardly reducible to a l l , 

correlatable to something physiological, 
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"but i t i m p l i e s something about what 

h e ! s go ing to do - shake h i s f i s t . . . 

TAYLOR: And what , and what , and what 

caused i t , . . 

QUINIEOfl: . . . o r go . Take a s l i g h t l y , 

an example no t s t r a i g h t f rom our f i e l d : 

the n o t i o n o f d e s c r i b i n g a happen ing , 

a p h y s i c a l a c t i o n as a murder. I mean, 

the b o d i l y movements of two men - one 

may be commi t t i ng a murder, the o the r may 

be p u t t i n g the ca t o u t . B road ly 

speaking the arm movements m igh t be j u s t 

the same. So when you c a l l i t a murder 

y o u r r e l o c a t i n g t h a t p a r t i c u l a r se t o f 

happenings i n a whole framework o f o the r 

human responses, a t t i t u d e s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

and so f o r t h . Bu t , o f course, ag ree ing 

to t h a t t h e o r e t i c a l ex tens iveness i n 

t h a t sense of our o r d i n a r y vocabu la ry 

t h a t d o e s n ! t , so t o speak, c lose o f f the 

i ssue because o f t he t h i n g s t o which 

t h i s - t h a t are a l so brought i n as w e l l 

as i n the case o f murder. I mean the re 

i s a l e g a l system and p e o p l e ' s a t t i t u d e s 

and so f o r t h . Yet I would suppose t h a t 

even murder was r e d u c i b l e , so t o speak, 

t o the psychology i n t h i s case o f a l l the 

people i n v o l v e d i n the s i t u a t i o n . . . 

TAYLOR: Yes. 
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QUINTON: . . . a s w e l l as l a w y e r s , 

po l i cemen, the h a b i t s o f the community, 

and so f o r t h . The responses people were 

l i k e l y t o make t o t h i s happen ing . So 

the f a c t t h a t the language spreads 

"beyond t h e , so t o speak, i n t r i n s i c 

f e a t u r e s of the s i t u a t i o n d e s c r i b e d , or 

the d e s c r i p t i o n spreads "beyond i t , s t i l l 

s . QUI3STT0N/TAYL0R d o e s n ' t i t s e l f imp l y t h a t c o r r e l a t i o n s 

c a n ' t "be d o n e . . . 

TAYLOR: R i g h t . But i t shows the t a s k 

of people who "believe i n such 

c o r r e l a t i o n s . Because you say, take the 

C3.ses you ment ion o f anger . I t says 

something about what caused i t too -

some p r o v o c a t i o n . I t sa i d something 

about what I 'm i n c l i n e d t o do - I 'm 

i n c l i n e d t o s t r i k e t h e person or 

something o f t h a t k i n d . So i t s i t u a t e s 

i t between what causes and what i t 

causes, i f you l i k e . I t ' s a v e r y . . . . . . 

concep t . That would mean t h a t t h i s 

whole se t o f r e l a t i o n s would have t o be 

mapped aga in on the l e v e l o f neu ro 

phys io logy i n terms o f the p rovok ing 

events d e s c r i b e d , i n terms o f i n p u t -

the a c t i o n , s t r i k i n g , as d e s c r i b e d , i n 

terms o f muscular movements - the c e n t r a l 

s t a t e o f anger d e s c r i b e d , i n terms o f 

f i r i n g and neurochemica l s t a t e s , and so 

o n . . . 
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5 1 . 2 - s . QUINT0N/TAY10R QTTINTQN; W e l l , l e t me make another 

p o i n t h e r e . I mean, I 'm go ing t o s t a r t 

"by do ing something one s h o u l d n ' t do i n 

a p h i l o s o p h i c a l d i s c u s s i o n , t h a t ' s t o 

say, impu t i ng a mot ive - n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 

52. CU 'TAYLOR to you , but t o someone adop t ing a s o r t 

o f v iew you do about the i r r e d u c i b i l i t y 

o f -what you might c a l l the h i g h e r menta l 

53. 2 - s . QUINTON/TAYLOR s t a t e s , t h e , t he t h i n g s t h a t are most 

humanly i n t e r e s t i n g about our menta l 

l i f e , wh ich are t h i n g s l i k e pu rsu ing a 

purpose, o r wo rk ing a t a t h e o r y , or what 

ZOOM IN t o have y o u . l e t ' s take something 
CU QUINTON 

compara t i ve l y se r i ous l i k e a mood of 

dep ress ion . How a l o t of people f e e l 

i t ' s somehow, you know, h o s t i l e t o 

human d i g n i t y t h a t t a k i n g a p i l l can 

cure dep ress i on . Now f o r most of us 

would be g l a d t o be r i d o f d e p r e s s i o n , 

but suppose one were Schopenhauer, t h a t 

depress ion was one 's gene ra l o u t l o o k on 

the un i ve rse - to put Schopenhauer i n 

ve ry s h o r t fo rm indeed - one f e e l s t h a t 

something c e n t r a l and human and 

impor tan t has go t demol ished by a p i l l . 

Now t h i s i s , so t o speak, a f r i g h t e n i n g 

p o s s i b i l i t y . But I d o n ' t t h i n k the way 

o f d e a l i n g w i t h the f r i g h t e n i n g 

p o s s i b i l i t y i s t o say i t c a n ' t be 

54. OT TAYLOR r e a l i s e d . There are o the r k i n d s o f . , , 
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TAYLOR: I j u s t . . . 

55. CU QUINTON 

QUINTON: You see why do we want t o 

know about causa l l aws , a f t e r a l l , 

f undamenta l l y i t ' s f o r p r a c t i c a l 

reasons t o ge t t h i n g s , t o make t h i n g s 

happen, t o p reven t them happen ing . 

To the e x t e n t t h a t we l i n k up h i g h e r 

menta l f u n c t i o n s w i t h p h y s i o l o g i c a l 

t h i n g s they become more a c c e s s i b l e . / 

I ns tead o f hav ing t o s u b j e c t you t o a 

f l o o d o f propaganda I can g i v e you a 

p i l l - and t h a t i nc reases human power 

i n a f r i g h t e n i n g way. Now I share the 

f e a r t h a t I t h i n k . . . 

56. CU TAYLOR TAYLOR: W e l l , t h a t i s n ' t a c t u a l l y my 

w o r r y . I mean i t d o e s n ' t bo the r me t h a t 

the person can be cured w i t h a p i l l , 

o r even doesn ' t wor ry me t h a t one day 

t he re might be t h i s t o t a l c o n t r o l over 

human b e i n g s . For one t h i n g I t h i n k 

human beings have much too much 

r e s i s t a n c e i n them t o a l l o w t h a t k i n d o f 

t h i n g t o happen. But i t ' s the 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l p o i n t d o e s n ' t wor ry me, 

you see, i t *s no t p a r t o f my case t h a t 

human be ings a r e n ' t p h y s i c a l systems. 

Or, even more t o the p o i n t , t h a t the 

whole gamut of m o t i v a t i o n t h a t t hey have 

i s n ' t founded i n the f a c t t h a t they are 

the k i n d o f p h y s i c a l organisms they a r e ; 
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t h a t t h e y ' r e d e p r e s s e d when t h e y a r e 

because o f t h a t ; t h a t t h e y have s e x u a l 

d e s i r e s t h e y have because o f t h a t . The 

r e a l q u e s t i o n i s : once y o u a c c e p t t h i s , 

i s i t t h e case t h a t e v e r y t h i n g t h a t t h e y 

d o , and t h i n k , and f e e l , as a r e s u l t o f 

t h i s can be e x p l a i n e d i n t h e same t e r m s 

o f p h y s i c s and c h e m i s t r y i n w h i c h y o u 

m i g h t i n v o l v e t o e x p l a i n t h e i r b e i n g 

s e x u a l d e s i r e i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e . I s i t 

t h e case t h a t y o u can g i v e n e c e s s a r y 

c o n d i t i o n s i n t e r m s o f body c h e m i s t r y 

CU QUINTON f o r a b e i n g b e i n g a s e x u a l a g e n t , h a v i n g 

s e x u a l d e s i r e s . I s i t t h e case t h a t y o u 

can e x p l a i n t h e w h o l e gamut o f human 

CU TAYLOR l o v e , t h e w h o l e gamut o f human c u l t u r e 

t h a t f l o w s f r o m t h a t , i n t h e same t e r m s . 

2 - s . QUINTON/TAYLOR Now t h i s i s a v e r y s p e c u l a t i v e q u e s t i o n , 

CU TAYLOR I f r e e l y a d m i t . Bu t i f we wan t t o p u t 

our money somewhere, I f r a n k l y w o u l d p u t 

my money i n s a y i n g T n o ! t o t h i s q u e s t i o n 

t h a t men a r e b e i n g s o f d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s . 

T h a t s o m e t h i n g i n them must be e x p l a i n e d 

i n t e r m s o f p h y s i c s . O b v i o u s l y , i f 

I jump o u t t h e window I f a l l t o t h e 

g r o u n d l i k e a s t o n e . Bu t l o t s o f o t h e r 

t h i n g s t h a t t h e y d o , and s a y , and f e e l , 

c a n ! t be e x p l a i n e d s i m p l y i n t h o s e 

2 - s . QUBJTON/TAYLOR t e r m s . We need a r i c h e r , h i g h e r , 

s c i e n t i f i c l anguage t o do t h a t . 
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