
Who are our  

Education Studies 

(Primary) concurrent  

students? 

This project sets out to respond to a significant increase in the numbers of concurrent students in 

the Education Studies (Primary) Q94 qualification and the growing anecdotal evidence about the 

nature and motivations of these students. Outcomes on this qualification, where 47% of student 

study concurrently, are consistently well-above OU averages. 

Introduction 
 

Wild (2018) explored the motivations, experiences and 

challenges for Level 1 OU concurrent students whilst. Penny 

looked at the support that might be offered to concurrent 

psychology students. This project looks across the three 

levels within Education Studies (Primary) broadening and 

deepening our understanding of concurrent students’ 

motivations and experiences by researching through the 

lens of student narratives and the perspectives of Associate 

Lecturers.  

Project  aims 
 

• To develop a deeper and richer understanding of the 

learning experience of students completing Q94 at high 

intensity (studying two 60-credit modules concurrently) 

• To draw on the data collected to develop vignettes that 

share the stories of the students who opted to study 

concurrently 

• To build on previous Open University studies, with a clear 

focus on better understanding who our students are 
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The heterogeneity of the concurrent Education Studies 

(Primary) cohort is apparent in all of the data. This leads 

to the recommendation that legacy narratives about 

concurrent students should be challenged in all forums.  

Research Approach 
 

A mixed methods approach was adopted. Quantitative 

analysis focused on anonymised data regarding study 

intensity, declaration of disability and ethnicity and 

module outcome for each concurrent student 

registered on the core qualification modules from 

2018/19 to 2020/21.  

 

Qualitative methods included student and Associate 

Lecturer questionnaires, semi-structured interviews 

and the creation of vignettes, exploring the social, 

political, cultural and economic forces that 

impact student experiences and reasons for 

study.  This reflexive approach (Flyvbjergb, 2013) to 

the rich data allowed us to read our findings through 

multiple personal and theoretical perspectives.  

Conclusion 

249 
Student and  
Associate Lecturer 
questionnaires 

37 

Interviews 

5 

Student vignettes 

Data Analysis and findings 
 

To ensure a fully rounded analysis, the project team was drawn from a 

diverse range of staff who support students, and the students themselves.  

The result is a multi-layered and multi-vocal analysis that can inform how we 

understand students and their motivations, while also challenging 

preconceptions that act as barriers to a more nuanced appreciation of the 

student experience. 

Following separate analysis of questionnaire, interview and quantitative data 

there was a process of ‘bringing together’ and weaving the fragmented and 

more complete stories. Thematic coding of interview data revealed a range 

of reasons why students opt for concurrent study, along with rich stories 

about students’ approaches and experiences. We identified five general 

student ‘types’. Further detail from qualitative student questionnaire data 

was integrated. For example, those who responded that a prime motivation 

for concurrent study was to graduate as soon as possible were categorised 

as ‘career changers’. We tracked these students’ other questionnaire 

responses to add to the overall picture of this cohort. This process continued 

until the level of repetition and overlap in student responses suggested we 

had reached a natural saturation point. Brief descriptions of the student 

types are shown (right) in a form that captures their interrelatedness.  

Why are 

students 

choosing to 

study full time? 

What was their 

decision making 

process? 

What is their 

experience of 

studying at full 

time intensity? 

What should the 

OU be doing 

differently in 

regard to these 

students? 

The Sophisticated Learner 
“I think the most important 

thing to remember is that 

studying with the OU is about 

independent study – that’s what 

you’re signing up for.” 

The Multi-tasker  
“I am systematic and organize my 

time, socially, academically, and 

professionally along the lines of a 

‘tight ship’. I always aim to get 

everything done early so that if 

anything pops up then I’m Ok.” 

The Career Changer  
“I’ve already had ten years’ 

experience in another career, 

so studying one module at a 

time would be a long career 

change. Concurrent study is 

challenging, but I see it as a season 

of sacrifice.” 

The Coper-adapter  
“I considered deferring one module, 

but it would just slow things down. 

To cope, I’ve had to skip different bits 

of content.“ 

The Intentional Full-timer 
“I thought about going to a brick 

university, but there were lots of 

reasons why that wouldn’t have 

worked for me.” 

Project outputs to date include recorded 

professional development sessions for Associate 

Lecturers, alongside a qualification-wide 

recorded tutorial which shares student tips for 

concurrent study. 
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