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Project background and description
Mathematics is an intensely collaborative discipline, sustained by international networks including
not least funding bodies, universities, academic publications, and learned societies. These
networks and communities have varied greatly over time, and exerted a significant influence on
the direction and content of mathematical research. However, the access granted to these
mathematical spaces has not been equitable or equal for people of differing gender, social class,
or race.

In this project, we will use archival research to investigate the ways in which women forged
careers in mathematics between 1700 and 1950. We will focus on how women embedded
themselves and their work within the wider mathematical communities of which they were a part.
This could include exploring women’s access to education, the methods used to circulate their
work, and the varying opportunities for paid employment.

Students will be expected to identify relevant archival materials to consult, locate published and/or
digitized primary source material, and develop and apply tools of historical analysis to these
sources.
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