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Problematic registration approved by CNE with 
votes of Frelimo majority 
Representatives of Frelimo on the National Elections Commission approved electoral rolls of "ghost" 
voters found in Zambézia and in Nampula. Despite widespread reports of misconduct, the CNE 
accepted the registration with 10 votes in favour, all from Frelimo, and 7 against, from the opposition. 

CNE members nominated by the opposition cited verified irregularities during the registration, and 
that there was no consensus about the data in the district and provincial commissions. 

According to the report from STAE, approved by the CNE, at its extraordinary meeting held Monday 
(10 July), there was consensus in only five Provincial Elections Commissions: Maputo city, Manica, 
Tete, Nampula and Cabo Delgado. Strangely, in Nampula here was consensus in three districts. In 
the remaining six election commissions, the results were approved by vote. And the majority 
(Frelimo) won. 

------------ 

Matola now the biggest municipality 
Matola has overtaken Maputo city as the largest municipality in Mozambique. After the recent voter 
registration, the Matola municipal assembly was allotted 66 seats, compared with the previous 59 
(an increase of seven seats), while the Maputo city assembly increased its number of seats from 64 
in 2018 to 65 in 2023. Nampula was the only municipality to lose a seat. Beira gained a seat, and 
Quelimane kept the same number of seats as in 2018. Mueda, in Cabo Delgado, was the municipality 
where its assembly gained most seats (14). 

Gaza and Niassa are the only provinces where the municipal assemblies did not gain a single seat 
– that is, they kept the same number of seats as in 2018 in all the municipalities. Cabo Delgado is 
the province which gained most assembly seats (34). 

The obstacles put in the way of the opposition electorate in the cities of Beira, Quelimane and 
Nampula may have prevented a slight increase in the number of seats for the next municipal 
assemblies. 

The table below shows registration for all municipalities, the number of seats (based on the number 
of registered voters), and the results of the 2018 election. 
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The National Statistics Institute provided projections of the adult population in each district, which 
STAE used to estimate the number of voting age adults in each municipality. Registration took place 
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in the entire district which contains a municipality, and everyone will be able to vote in national 
elections next year, but only people living within the municipality can vote this year. 
 
The tables also give the number of local assembly seats (which is based on number of registered 
voters) and the results of the previous elections in 2018.The column "opposition rejection" shows 
where opposition party representatives thought fraud was too great approve the registration, but the 
Frelimo majority on elections commissions approved them all. 
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